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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS. 


MOTION PICTURE STATISTICS, 1934 


The receipts of 799 motion picture theatres in Canada during the year 1934 were 
$25,280,300 compared with $24,897,100 in 1933 and 938,479,500 in 1930. The business of 
motion picture theatres thus showed an increase of 1.5 per cent in 1934 over the preced- 
ing year. The 64 film exchanges in Canada had gross receipts of $7,618,700 in 1934 or 
9.4 per cent higher than ID 1/37; 


Motion Picture Theatres 


Increases in the receipts of motion picture houses were reported for all prov- 
inces except Prince Edward Island, Quebec and Manitoba, where declines of 0.5 per cent, 
3.2 per cent and 1.2 per cent respectively were recorded. The largest increase is shown 
for the province of British Columbia with a gain of 6.6 per cent in theatre receipts in 
1934 over 1933. Receipts in New Brunswick advanced 4.4 per cent and the increases in the 
other provinces were - Ontario, 3.0 per cent; Alberta, 2,1 per cent; Saskatchewan, 16 
per cent; and Nova Scotia, 1.4 per cent. 


The average number of employees in motion picture theatres during the year was 
5,613 compared with 5,193 in 1933 Salaries and wages paid were somewhat lower, however, 
as the payroll amounted to $4,289,400 compared with 64,441,200 in 1933. 


In compiling the returns for 1933 the figures for a number of halls in which 
itinerant shows are held were included. As such establishments are not legitimate motion 
picture houses, it was decided to exclude them from the census. The figures for 1933 
have been revised to conform to the practice in 1930 and 1934. 


Attendance.--For the first time the number of persons attending motion picture 
theatres during the year has been reported. Attendance in 1934 reached the total of 
107,718,000 for Canada as a whole. The province of Ontario accounted for 45,747,000 and 
Quebec for 24,466,000. It is difficult to estimate the average number of times persons 
attend motion picture houses in a year, but if we exclude children under 5 years of age 
(under 16 years of age in Quebec) from the total population, it may be said that theatre- 
goers attend about once a month. This is the «overage for the country, and in the larger 
cities the attendance runs, on the average, from 20 to 35 times a year. Attendance at 
city theatres, however, is affected by the patronage of tourists, visitors and other non- 
residents of the area so that the average attendance of city dwellers is not as high as 
the figures would suggest. 


Seating Capacity.--În addition to furnishing information on admissions, the 
theatres also reported their seating capacity. The 799 motion picture theatres in Canada 
had seating accommodation for 487,828 persons. By dividing the number of admissions 
given above by the figure for seating capacity, 1% js found that, on the average, each | 
theatre was filled 221 times a year. The number of days on which theatres are open varies 
between 313 and 365 in the year 50 that for Canada as & whole there is less than one | 
"full house! a day. In the larger cities the average number of tines the seating capacity 
is utilized.is, of course, higher. Actually attendance at motion picture houses 18 con- 
centrated at certain hours on a few days in the week. 


Per Capita Ex enditures.--The average por capita expenditure on motion picture 
entertainment (exclusive of amusement taxes) in 1934 was $2.33 compared with 3-77 in 
1930. The highest average per capita expenditure in 1934 was in British Columbia with 
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$3.68 per capita and the lowest in Prince Edward Island where the average was less than 
one dollar per capita. The per capita figuros, based on estimated total population for 
the period 1930 to 1934, are given below:- 


Per Capita Expenditures on Motion Picture Entertainment 


SS ET A 


(Exclusive of amusement taxes) 
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Attendance at motion pictures depends, to a large extent, upon convenience. In 
other words, the attendance would tend to be higher in those provinces with large urban 
populations than in provinces where a largs part of the population lives in rural commun- 
ities where theatres are not close at han’. The ver capita UE op on motion 
picturos are also affected by the rates of admission, age distribution of the population, 
regulations governing admission of juveniles to theatres, etc. 


As has already been mentioned, the value of receipts reported by theatres does 
not include the amounts paid in amusement taxes. In all provinces, except Saskatchewan, 
provincial amusement taxes are leviod although goncrally low-priced tickets are oxompt 
from the tax. In Saskatchewan amusement taxes are levied in some municipalities. Provin- 
Cial authorities report the following revenues from amusement taxes on theatre tickets in 
1933 and 1934:- 


Prince Edward Island (1) .... _ 4,544 5,535 
MORE CODLAU (2) ceeds coca eeow 18,047 126,428 
New Brunswick: (2) wescecveade 59,188 68,525 


STOP M recede cele ae eae 11 DTOLAOS wlesy tos 
Chen ls ads Dette 827,249 745,056 
EE SN NC RO oho S/he 46,200 46,400 
Saskatchewan (4) 2.008 cc £8,604 55,114 
BUR CE GRU) ta blalelaldduic'estaacs des 118,533 119,665 
British Coiumore (1) 4 .. ous 140,811 146,545 


TOTAL coGoCeC OR OHO DE 2 3 640,459 2:53 5431 


(1) Calendar years. In Prince Edward Island the fiscal. year is also the calendar year. 

(2) Fiscal years. 

(3) Fiscal years 1933-34 and 1934-35. Includes revenue from other places of amusement 
and sport events. 

(4) Amusement taxes collected by five cities. 


It is not possible to compare the RUE for amusement taxes and theatre re- 
ceipts as some of the revenue figures relate to fiscal years and in some cases cover 


taxes from other places of amusement. 


Motion Picture Statistics by Cities 
Toronto occupied the leading position in tae motion picture business with 89 
iectoas in 1934 reporting receipts of ¢4, ro 500 and ot bendance of 19,242,000 persons. 
Montreal was second with 56 theaïres with seccipts of 3,938,300 and attendance of 16,- 
578,000. Theatres in Toronto reported ©:. incresse of 2,0 per cent in receipts in 1934, 
while in Montreal receipts fell. 3.5 per cent. Vancouver was third in amount of business 


with an attendance of 7,752,000 during the yoer, waile Winnipeg was fourth with 6,066,000 
admissions. 
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Motion Picture Films 

The number of motion picture films exhibited in Canada during the year is diffi- 
cult to determine as the same film may be shown in each province. According to the records 
of the provincial censor boards the number of subjects passed for exhibition in 1934 
ranged from 1,321 in New Brunswick to 2,704 in Saskatchewan. The subjects, of course, 
varied in length according to the type of picture. In Alberta 1,732 pictures were reviewed 
in the course of the year and these covered 5,127 reels. In British Columbia 2,160 sub- 
jects covering 6,329 reels were reviewed. Feature subjects formed less than half the 
total number reviewed tut, of Course, accounted for a considerable part of the total num- 


ber of reels. Tho number of feature pictures reviewed by consor boards in certain prov- 
inces in 1933 and 1934 is shown below:- 


Feature Pictures 


1933 1934 
Nova Scotia ....4 475 478 
OOO Migr ae 0 4 490 479 
Manitoba... 00 400 511 
Perte... cad 538 519 


Film Exchanges 


Film exchanges are the agencies through which motion picture theatres are 
supplied with a constant change of films. They are considered as wholesale establishments 
but their function differs from that of wholesale merchants in that the products handled 
by film exchanges are not sold outright but rented to the exhibitors. Most of the revenue 


of film exchanges is derived from the "rentals" charged for the use of films in motion 
picture theatres. 


= = 


There were 63 film exchanges in Canada in 1930 according to the Census of Mer- 


 chendising and Service Establisinents, 1931. These exchanges had total receipts of 


$9,808,500 and employed 432 male and 314 female employees (revised figures), who received 
$1,196,900 in salaries and wages. In 1934 there were 64 exchanges with receipts of 
$7,618,700. There were 362 males and 243 females employed in 1934 and the payroll 
amounted to $973,900, an increase of 7-7 per cent over the amount paid in salaries and 
wages in 1933. The gross receipts of film exchanges wore 9.4 per cent higher in 1934 
than in the preceding year. This increase was considerably larger than that shown for 
motion picture theatres. One factor in the increase of the receipts of film exchanges 
May have been the greater use of "double bills" in theatres and the consequent demand for 
a larger number of films. 


The largest increases in the revenue of film exchanges were reported for 
British Columbia and the Prairie Trovinces, where the gains were 13.0 per cent and 10.0 


per cent respectively. 
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Province 


| 
1930: 


Prince Edward Island issecee 
OVE BCOSEG ssclitisaadbegess 
New Brunswick .sitaiss-coees || 
| Quebec eovcececorsibdbsbssverd 
MONGETIO dre dde 

| Manitoba 000000000000 
Moaskatchowan ,.....,..0.00000 
Alberta eo pe ses ep eo ces iolelo te ll 
eriatish Golumbia(l) ....... 


Totals 0.000.000 e 


1933: 


Prince Edward Island 
Bie EUCLA esi cle , sem 0e 
GWE OPUNSWICK nos sense 0 | 
RM DR ne oies de 0 
TR Ghee sip cc ele sles aise dee 

PENTA Sot) NEE eme es nue no... 
PHBKACCHEWAN «.ccccsveciotes 
LOOT a. Sais 65.6 PR 
British Columbiae(1) 


..0.e 


0.9 


LIEN Poissy SRS RE | 765 | 35 
1934: 
Prince Edward Island ,...6.0 | + 
ASUS SE A NRA RER DR ER 46 
DoW TEDUMBNIOK ds enone ke ewes ae 
LL ETES TS RARES | 133 
EE Nina Ce acscatesaee lt 206 | 
PATI LODE Nees s cede cesses n°9 + 60 
PRGKEGCCNOWAN ..cccssececcese | 80 | 
CODES A ERE a eus | 80 
British Columbia(l) ........ 19 


ELS a «2: 


(1) Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


Table 1.--CANADA = Motion Pictur 
1930, 1933 and 1934 


15 
73 
ie 
265 
481 
173 
59 


65 | 


188 


1,362 


e Theatres by Provinces, 


Salaries 
and 
Wages 


28,200 
204,400 
160,700 

1,593,600 
2,826,200 
536,900 
340,400 
428,700 
827,600 


6,946, 700 


10,000 
147,800 
92,900 
859,300 
1,949,700 
363,500 
208,600 
286,600 
522,800 


4,441,200 


10,000 
158,700 
92,600 
796, 800 
1,855,200 
332,200 
191,300 
303,500 
549,100 


| 4,289,400 


em 


Total 
Receipts 
$ 


188,300 
1,814, 500 
1,093,400 
8,301,800 

15,900,900 
AA? 000 
1,977,300 
2,323,700 
4,166,800 


384479, 500 


85,700 
933,300 
556,500 

5,510,500 
10,960,200 
1,818,400 
1,046, 600 
12433, 700 
2,552,700 


24,897,100 


85,300 
946,400 
580, 800 

5,332,400 
11,290,400 
1,795,700 
1,063,100 
1,464,000 
2,722,200 


25,280, 300 
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126,868 | 933,300| 946,400 
Halifax ...i.3 T 6,304 | “at ,000; 374,300 
Other Places à | 20,484 | 516,300! 572, aa 
i | 
| 16.493) 556,500] 580,800 
Bhs JON < 5,320 250, 200 242,600 j 
| Other Places . 11,165 | 298, i 338, 1200 | 


British 
Columbia(4) RUCR 
Vancouver cece ; 1,477, 2.00 | 
Victoria ..... | 303,400 | 
Tr 200} 


Other Places . } 


| | 

Quebec .........} 1341133 |100. 687) 5, 510,5 00! 5,332, 400 

| Montreal ...., 561 56 | 60,596 | 45002, 0008 ,730, ,300 | 

D Quebec .....,, | Jl} 11: 8,713 | ML ST ,400 | 410 , 800 

| Three Rivers .{ 41 5 | 4,079! 62,400! 100,700 
Other Places .! OL 27,299 FAR 882,600 | 

if : f 

Ontario ........ | 277 | 286 (193,241 | 10 2.960, 200, (11 .1,290,400 | 400 | 

® Toronto .,.:..: | BONE 72,910 4 4,659, 1300) 4,718, 500 500 | 
Hamilton ..... 17) 17 ! 6,092 00020 0; 805,500 
neue. 11 11 | 11,143 | 700, 500! 840,900 | 
London 44.462 | 61 5 | 5,116) 473,400! 443, ,300 | 
Windsor(3) ...| 7! 6 6,197! 292,700! 316, 300 | 
Other Places . | 150| 158 | 91,383! 3,826, 000 4,105,300 | 

eee esses 1 352178 | 1.818, 4001 1 1,795,100 | 
Winnipeg ..... | 2243391 1,495,600! 1,417 aon 
Other Places . | MANN 220, NE) 378, 000 | 

| 

Saskatchewan ... | | 30,619 | 1,046 56004 1 de pal 
POO ANG es acide 3,946 323,2 200! 314,500 
Saskatoon see. | OST 264,400! 217,500 | 
Moose Jaw .... | 1,963 | 125,300! 119,300 | 
Other Places . | 19,679 283700] Vaal s00, | 

Alberta eve À L11,433,200 1 ay 464, 000 000 La Vi 
CEP eery eus | 477,500 452,300 | 
Edmonton ..... | 511,700! 505,300 | 
Other Places . | 444 000 | 


4 
i 


225525 700 : 2,122,200 


OE Se ee eC ee a Tre meee 
VEY NREL. ZZ tree 


(1) Not including amusement taxes. 

(2) Total receipts divided by number of admissions. 
attendance, matinee and evening prices, etc. 

(3) New limits. 

(4) Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


Table 3.--Principal Statistics for Motion Picture Theatres 
by Provinces and Cities, 1933 and 1934 


j of | | Per Admissions 
Division Theatres | Seats, | Value of Receipts(1 Cent Average 
LB oh CRE VIEN ice Oe 1934 Change | (thousands)} Price(2 
Sn |: [ras g 
| 
CANADA, Total .. | 199 1487,828 : 24,897, 1430012542 280,300 | + 1. 107,718 23. 
Ly | 
Prince Edward | | 
iT eee 718 LMA98 | -85,7001..1/85,3n0 | PO 296 28.8 
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506, al 
| 
i 
200 | 


330,900 


+ 569, ae 
821, 25004 
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No corrections are made for juvenile 
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‘'Motion.Picture/Receipts by Cities, 1933 ana 1934 
eae es 
| The preliminary figures on motion picture houses prepare by the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics show a mixture of gains and losses in 1934 
in the gross revenue of theatres in the leading cities of Canada. The 


sions. For the first time the Bureau has secured figures on the number of 
admissions to motion picture theatres, but, as this information is not 
available for years prior to 1954, no comparisons can be made of changes 
in the number of admissions between 1933 and 1934, 


Receipts of Motion Picture Theatres by Cities, 1933 and 1934(1) 
Se OY Cities, 1995 and 1954 
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| | i Per | pe 

| Theatres Reporting cent Admissions 

| City ae 1934 

| Number {Receipts Number |Receipts 1934/ b Average 
| 1933 | 1933(2) | 1934 | 1934(2) | 1933] Number price(3) 
| à d 
Maritime 

| Provinces : 

Pree fey Ty, 6 417,000 7 374,300 |-10.2/ 1,719,000] 21.8 
RSts John. 5 258,300 6 242,600 |- 6.0| 1,044,000] 23.2 
D'Moncton 4.2 3 89 , 300 3 116,400 |+30.4 488,000] 23.9 
Ruched; 
| Montreal ....| 56 4,082,800} 57 |3,950,500/- 3.2/18,599,000| 21.2 
e Quevec ve...) 11 458,400! 11 410,800 |- 5.2| 1,941,000] 21.2 
| Three Rivers. 4 82,400 5 100,700 |+22,2 410,000] 24.6 
Qntario: | 
BToronto ..,..! ses |4,658.300 |’ 90 4,744,000 [+ 1.8/18,990,000| 25.0 

OPERA" se eceee |: 11 900,500} 11 836,900 |- 7.1] 3,259,000] 25.7 

sis slo 10) a 4 208,900 5 220,400 + 5,5| 1,019,000] 21.6 
MEatiltoni...5} 17 809,300! 18 802,700 |- ,.8| 3,482,000] 23.1 
BOM AOT) ets 4. 6 473,400 5 443,300 |- 6.4] 1,701,000] 26.1 
S Kingston ..:. 3 151,900 3 157,300 [+ 3.6 660,000} 23.8 
Prairie 

Provinces: 
| Winnipeg ....{ 30 |1,495,600| 27 1|1,423,800/- 4.6] 6,111,000] 23.3 

Sera AE 4 "323,200 4 "314,500 - 2.7) 1,124,000; 28.0 
| Saskatoon ... 5 264,400 6 217,500 |-17.7| 1,044,000! 20.8 
Moose Jaw... is 225,500 à 119,300 |- 4.8 499,000! 24.9 

Calgary ..... 6 477,500 8 452,300 |- 5.3] 1,953,000| 23.2 

Edmonton .... 8 511,700 9 506,400 |- 1.0] 2,091,000). 24.2 


iritish Columbia: 
| Vancouver ...| 26 |1,477,100| 27 {1,575,300|+ 6.7 
| Victoria .... 6 303,400] 6 259,000 |-14.6 


7,450,000] 21.1 
1,106,000| 23.4 


an 


cme mn en ne Me 
ms - = ~ 


1) Preliminary figures subject to revision. 

12) Not including amusement taxes. 

| i iber admissi \ ions are 
M) Total receipts divided by number of admissions. a i ARE 5 
made for juvenile attendance, matinee and evening prices, etc. 


* Revised. 
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OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 
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“ay OF Motion Picture Statistics, 1930 - 1933 
| This bulletin presents the results of the Census of Merchandis- 
ing and Service Establishments covering the operations of motion picture 
theatres and film exchanges during the period 1930 to 1933. Statistics 
for motion picture theatres are first presented and then the information 
for film exchanges in Canada, 

Receipts of 924 motion picture theatres in Canada during the 
year 1933 were $34,954,200 compared with $38,479,500 for 910 theatres in 
1950, according to the results of the Census of Merchandising and Service 
astablishments, 1933. The receipts for motion picture theatres are estim- 
ated at $33,997,800 in 1931 and $28,724,600 in 1938. 
| 


| The figures for the year 1950 are based on the results of the 
zensus of Merchandising and Service Establishments, 1931, which was taken 
in connection with the Seventh Decennial Census. A postal canvass of 
theatres operating in 1930 was made on the basis of lists prepared by the 
census enumerators, who visited every establishment in June 1931, It 
appears that some very small picture houses which operate intermittently, 
and which were not in operation at the time of the enumerator'ts visit, 
vere not included in the census, The slight increase in the number of 
sheatres in 1933 compared with 1930 is due to the inclusion of these small 
theatres in the later census. As the total receipts for such houses were 
very low, the inclusion of their receipts affects the totals for all 
eee very little. In order that the relative importance of these 
small theatres may be seen, Table 4 presents statistics for theatres 
naving receipts of less than $5,000 in 1930 and 1933. 


| . Figures for the years 1931 to 1933 are based upon a postal can- 
vass of all motion picture theatres operating in 1933. The mailing lists 
in this case were prepared from information furnished by the provincial 
zovernment in each province and are considered to be particularly complete, 


The statistics for the years 1930 and 1953 cover, with the ©ex- 
seption noted above, all motion picture houses in operation in each year. 
The figures for the intervening years are bascd on the reports of the es- 
tablishments which operated during the four years from 1930 to 19535. 

These theatres furnished figures for their receipts in each year. Indexes 
for 1931 and 1932 were constructed from these returns, using 1930 as a 
base. The index of receipts for establishments reporting in each province 
vas then applicd to the receipts in 1930 for all theatres and estimatcd 
totals for each province derived for the years 1931 and 1932. As a com- 
blete record is not available of the number of theatres which may have 
»poerated during 1931 and/or 1932 in addition to those Bee RE ee 
in operation throughout the period, it is not possible to state the to 
aumber of theatres in 1931 and 1952. 

Motion Picture. Theatres 

| There were 924 motion picturc’theatres operating in Canada in 
the year 1933 with receipts of $24,954,200. The receipts and phan? he 
ictails by provinces are given in Table Le These DORMER SUR 2 of 
average of 5,238 persons (other than proprictors) during ; eC she FRA 5 ay 
which 3,842 were males and 1,396 were females. These employec ce p 
64,446,200 in salaries and wages. 


| In the year 1930 the number of theatres reporting was 910. The 


hk ; any 4 ; inclusion in the later 
increase in 1933 over 1930 is due largely to the aa Canada las # wholes 


year of small houses in the western provinces. 
| k 


| 
| 


som Te Cliser he SIT eat gt trey PO EUTE C1 : 

51 "à =; Fe * B29 mf Og Ue 5, t ro 6a Ss d nr: MUR GER a Los À 
Perret 1 O1. mont. MES .betiesene ÉeRDE ers ÉSLs Fe 
Arras | | «#DASQ & 


eu, fe = 


adv à 


Bie 40 afhisiaie eat EC + gÿluabs eile anges lé 
ip 


ir aaT tb ebpaAsed al eset seny SAULT dott Ost, Rat. 


Li 
LA mass had Ü | sat © Lt à = 
wes Le ” L rt ~ y M & 
names gaennt CO ee OUT NS Ke (+ Por ees BANOS { à 
[TZ 69310 6349 it bea QU 41 pod Ate ne aed QOSy € 
4 Fr . x 7, 4 - 7% ‘ 
sowie BL 7 Sn ra 2. Di oii L - LP Fr, iy 2 Ben i oid i } iv LUE 8" à © a 4 
ee >» LA af > | 
mia ra ri 16°11 Si LEE pe CL COM 4°: aw iio <7 
7 — L 
a i oe >, “<> i 
+ a i F4 a4 14 4 . ; + Line Y ‘ Shas: ore et 
SAT, JO 2071089 D FoR sa ,.ets WGA Tey 
SA ln « = qu | à ikea eels & unt PR wr, 
USN Ba 79 ae a wv » Le 0 ok «Os EPA 4 À 2e WS + SM Ly La 
: £ : 7 4 pe na 
» LOT * 7 ri 
e Bs = : 
» \ + sy 
wl) ge > 
~ © 5 
peer à Fr 
a Or i % 
ey 
pesTe : HM 
i A Le >) LE 
a | = <p ; + } 
: | d'os à De L a 4 A b à on . T7 RCE © a5 
th sw pat Nr age pole Au pe 4 sh. ody oT ph me 2 
D os | { va . N ~ + “ 7 7 À = “à Lo ’ 
À, ta " L 4 à : J tr d : y i 
ss .* CS à i F E F4 LU rey ; [A * x: . i 
% te Hint i Sr à Fa 
ite 0 
K \ 
fifi à : CAR ae LFP 
l'air sam od? NL ni stivétegoasntoofit onal SN ate 
ETES TEA § La ANENT M Motel MO? we aaete DYIN 2880" 
CNCLUMOD YATRA L FE homebhadal ele Dre soa hrous En es. 
az ~ * 
vi) 4 ° yf ~ ana q ee val bi à + * eve 
t .f Vitals 1 Li et # 2 | de LS A att oe 
. 
. n " ° 


3 Ê A à Aa | L 20160 115 . voTe hetod ao ne 

ms | >) + AJ | 7) ey): © <a mS 7 nt ne wis à ant LOT ae 7 : 

oil OF DU TT S420, AOL ott salttuwvh Setar see sitds 

eexuheT : wr (TD: fi akeses AL wi eatm ft | ote Drift eonttagdd 980: 
= QU seent got). DYTOULT anos sep STORIES 

dde ' ogys, shicgtaidisteo. sot atqteoos TONDEUSE 

ad ou LAY € À À ris À TOPs Se) «ri i evry feoow odd ént- buts 


+7 | = : di v: ? Fe - 
- …. + pa — HU pa! À ‘ 
1 2 J, a. 282k ‘ 
vd ) rem + ae } y 
| - - = be dad ‘ hi 4 À a À 
eh. ? 1 F ere 


- Sp 
~ + r nt p / 
4, À OR” tits de'e up ti "2 oo 
_ ne nm om at ee due dem cre me 
- ‘ - . “ 
% * a te ue - - “a L à 4 9 L'y 
. D } - 
LEE ; L Le ? 5 { 
: bs ‘ c » =>) Sy a ae 
+ =] ‘ - | { is « 
+= à ee | 41 Fa pi 4 JUS ae ror, 5 it 1 » 
à 


| - . CS pu ~ 
{ i — r = om + + LT "+ à À] 
4 aia OL! à CAF! i Ao eee it tay » eu 25ignt VI SALE j 
: 
= : 
d GAS 28% 
à . 


ao ONY Gi HOLISUAUUS SIT 187 ct ape ou 
soledr à au obese} ME AMIS AAA 


- 2@- 


theatro receipts, as shown in Table 2, have fallen from $38,479,500 in 
1930 to $24,954,200 in 1933, a decrease of 35.1 per cent. The decrcase 
was least in Ontario and highest in Prince Edward Island. The decline in 
Ontario was 31.1 per cent and in Prince Edward Island 54.5 per cent. 
With the exception of Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia, where 
the figures are influenced by the small theatres, there was a decrease in 
the number of theatres in operation in 1933 compared with 1930, The de- 
cline was largest in Nova Scotia, where the percentage decrease was 33.9 
per cent, while in New Brunswick the decrease was 28.2 per cent. In 
Table 3 the value of theatre receipts and indexes based on them are shown 
for each province in each year from 1930 to 1933, 


The decline in theatre receipts is due both to a decrease in 
theatre attendance and also to lower prices for theatre tickets, No in- 
formation is available for the number of admissions to theatres in 1930 
and 1935. The index of theatre prices, calculated by the Dominion Burcau 
of Statistics, declined 18.5 per cent from 1930 to 1933, 


The admission price received by the theatre is not goncrally 
the only charge which the public must pay for attendance. In all prov- 
inces excopt Saskatchewan, an amuscment tax is levied on the price of 
admission to theatres and other places of amuscment but an exemption is 
generally mado in the case of lower-priced tickets. The total amount 
collected in amusement taxes by the provinces is as follows: 


LOSC ELLES. 103 SY S9S,600 


RCL Leh 3,453,951 
POSER VS Tes x 2,903,043 
BO Seth Te hte. 2,737,929 


These figures relate to the fiscal years of the respective 
provinecs and include revenue from taxes lovied on all forms of amusement 
as it was not possible to secure the amounts collected from motion 
picture theatres alone. While the decrease in reccipts of motion picture 
houses is shown to be 35.1 per cent from 1930 to 1933 for Canada, the 
decline in the amounts collectcd in amusement taxes, as shown in the 
above figures, is slightly less than 26 per cent. The chief reason for 
amusement tax revenue being maintained at a higher level than theatre 
receipts was the imposition of a surtax in the province of Quebec, commen- 
icing March ist, 1932. If the Quebec figures are excluded from both the 
‘totals for theatre receipts and tax revenue, the relative decrease is 
practically the same. 


The per capita expenditures on motion picture entcrtainment 
(exclusive of amusement taxes), based on the 1931 population, and receipts 
for motion picture theatres in 1930 and 1933 are shown below; 


Per Capite Expenditures on Motion Picture Entertainment 
(exclusive of amusement taxes) 
1930: LOSS 
5 HS 
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ONU CDN US ie nee ne sie nee ps #0 01e 6 ie stare © PPT: SSSR RE + 
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CANADA 000008... Dal 2440 


Attendance at motion picture theatres is dependent, to a large 
degree, upon convenience. In te words, the attendance eee to 
be higher in those provinces with large urban populations et * tie 
provinces wherc a large part of the population lives in rural communi C 
where theatres are not so close at hand. The per capita selene spe 
motion picture entertainment are also affected by the rates of jose Po, 
distribution of the population by ages, provincial regulations gove g 
admissions of juveniles, ctc. 
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Film Exchanges 


Film cxchanges arc the agencics through which motion picture 
theatres are supplicd with a constant change of films. They are 
considered as wholesale establishments but their function diffcrs from 
that of wholcsalc merchants in that the products handled by film 
exchanges are not sold outright but rented to the cxhibitors. Most of 
the revenue of film exchanges is derived from the "rentals" charged for 
the usc of films in motion picture theatres. 


Therc were 63 film exchanges in Canada in 1930 according to 
the Consus of Mcrchandising and Scrvice Establishments, 1931. These 
exchanges had total receipts of $9,808,500 and employed 495 male and 369 
female employees who reccived $1, 1964 900 as salaries and wages during 
the year. In the your 1933 tho number of exchanges was 57 and the 
receipts totalled $6,609,500. There were 404 males and 312 female 
employees in 1933 and their salaries and wages amounted to $931,300. 

The principal statistics for film cxchanges are shown in Table 5. 


| Table 6 gives comparative figures for receipts in each economic 
division during the pcriod 1930 to 1933, For Canada as a whole, with 
2950 as 4 base, the index of reccipts for film cxchanges was 92,43 in 
Mol, 79.20) in 1932, and 67,59 in 1933, It is interesting to note that 
moc index for the receipts of film oxchanges closely parallels the indox 
mor theatre receipts given in Table 3. As we have just stated, the film 
Bachange index stood at 67.39 in 1933, whereas the index for tho 2a tres 
was 64.85. The trend of film exchange reccipts in each cconomic 
division is much the same as that for receipts of motion picture theatres 
mn the provinces which constitute each division. The indexes for both 
film exchanges and theatres are lowest in the Maritime Provinces, 
Receipts for theatres, however, showed the least decline in Ontario, 
whereas the highest indox for film exchanges is for Quebec, As the 

sales territorics of film exchanges may not lic entirely within the 
provinces in which the oxchanges arc situated, the indexes of thoatre 
and film exchange recaipts are not entirely oamparnble. 
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Table L,--CANADA - Motion Picture Thcatres by Provinecs, 1930 and 1933 


| Number — Number of. Sa arics 
| Province of proces. and Total 
Theatres ; ata Wages Receipts 
® ° 
1930: 
Prince Edward Island. LOU 188,300 


Pete CLEO, CSSS 
Nowe Brunswick 32.59: 
UP DER ia eee sue islotele 
DIRE 6) 2 2 04 à ds sine 
Manitoba 0e 0e ee eo 
Dee LCNOWEN <ss.see 
Re sante ona «nee 
British Columbia (a). 


204,400 | 1,814,500 
160,700 | 1,093,400 
1,593,600 | 8,301,800 
2,826,200 | 15,900,900 
536,900] 2,712,800 

| 340,400 | 1,977,300 
428,700 | 2,323,700 
827,600 | 4,166,800 


PÉDALE UM oss dre 6,946,700 | 38,479,500 


m i953: | 
Prince Edward Island. 10,000 | 85,700 
M NOVS SCOTIA ceccecees j NL B00 933 ,500 
™® New Brunswick ....... | 92/900 | 556,500 
MU DEC Le ne 0 on. + 859,300 5,910 ,500 
DLL Otis «ls © oie 0.06 21e» Wyoe9 700" LO 96007200 
PAM IEUODE 0. 0e + see 0e 6 063,500 1,820,700 


Bash GCONGWON «cele eee 
Alberta 5.0. + 0 0 ee 6 € 
British Columbia (a), 


289 , 600 De oe 


DORE suce es ease 


(a) Includes Yukon and Northwest Territorics, 


Table 2.--Comparison of Number of Motion Picture Theatres and Reecipts 
Dy Provanecs ,) b950 and Loos 


me LL AT NE 


@ “| per cent 


Province 


Nunbor of ‘The: atres Total Reccipts 
do 


nant, (TOTAL: 6... + 1.5 |[38,479,500124, ,954,20 = 35 +1 
Prince Edward Island. 4 =" 2020 188,300 85,700 - 54.5 
MVE EROTIC duos e 37 21185 OM DAS ET BOO 933,500] - 48.6 
Sow BrUNSWICK .,,..,.. 28 Ss 208K 1,093,400 5564 SOO raed 
BOC) ES de cos à 134 RS ey 8 S01 800 020,500 = 8546 
MOTO gee ewe cece sie Bie SBA, PAIE 900, ,900 10 "960 200 a ay 
MU ODA 1.8.0, © 0.6 69 MO LE 2 PR .800 1,820 ,70 ~ 52,9 
Baskatchewan ........ MALO NIET ni 1°677,300 1,069,300 - 45.9 
Ut... 177(a)| +108.2 | 2,523,700 3 265,300 - 36.9 
British Columbia (b). 80 + 5.3 | 166, P00) 2,552,700| - 38.7 


+ Ver ea ee me rts ee en 


| (a) Includes a number of small theatres operating pert time only and 


not included in the 1930 figurcs. 


(bo) Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS. ae ne 


MOTION PICTURE STATISTICS, 1955 
Summary 


Attendance and gross receipts for motion picture theatres in Canada showed 
substantial increases.in 1935 over 1934 according to returns secured from all cine-: 
mas in the country for the annual Census of Merchandising and Service Establishments 
There were 856. motion picture houses: in Canada in-1935 with a total of 116,976,500 . 
paid admissions and $27,173,400 receipts (exclusive..of amusement taxes) compared wi 
799 theatres with 107,718,000 admissions and $25,338,100 receipts in 1934. The 
number of theatres increased by 7 per cent and admissions were up by 9 per cent. 
Receipts, although 7 per cent greater in 1935 than in the preceding year, were still 
almost 30 per cent below the amount recorded in 1930. The average admission price 
(exclusive of amusement taxes) was 23.2-cents in 1935 compared with 23.5 cents in 
1934. Seating capacity of the 856 theatres in Canada in 1935 totalled 525,517 so 
that, on the average, there is one motion-piqture house for every 12,800 persons in > 
the country and one cinema seat for every @l persons. The 856 theatres required the 
services of 6,025 persons, of whom 4,571 were male and 1,454 were female. Salaries 
and wages paid to these employees totalled $4,826,600 in 1935, an increase of 12.5 
per cent over the corresponding figure for 1934. 


Increases over 1934 in both admissions and receipts, while generally re- 
ported, varied considerably in extent in different sections; percentage changes in 
admissions for the various provinces are as follows: New Brunswick, +25.0 p.c.3 No 
Scotia, +20.1 p.c.; Saskatchewan, +12.4 p.c.3. British Columbia, +12.4 p.c.3; Prince 
Edward Island, +11.8 p.c.; Alberta, +11.2 0.c.; Manitoba, +9.2 p.co.3; Quebec, +6.2 
pc. and Ontario, +6.0 p.c. ? 


Attendance at motion picture houses depends, to a large extent, upon conve 
ience. It is, therefore, natural to find more admissions per capita and greater per 
capita expenditures at cinemas in cities and towns than in the smaller localities. 
Approximately 22 per cent of the country's population live in places of 100,000 popu 
lation or more. These centres contain almost 30 per cent of the theatres and accou 
for more than 50 per cent of the admissions .and receipts. On the other hand, almost 
65 per cent of the population live in places of less than 10,000 and these, while 
containing 55 per cent of the motion picture houses, account for only 16 per cent of 
the total admissions and 18 per cent of the total receipts. It must be remembered, 
of course, that dwellers in one size-of-locality class may, and do, attend motion 
picture houses situated in another, Since all admissions and receipts mst, of nec- 
Notes Motion picture theatre receipts as shown in this report relate to gross box 0 
office receipts less the amounts paid to the different, provincial governments in 
amusement taxes, Such figures, of course, give no indication of the earnings or 


ot of motion picture houses, No operating or overhead expenses have been de- 
ucted, 
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essity, be attributed to the locality in which the theatre is situated rather than 
spread over the territory from which the attendance is drawn, the figures quoted 
above and also those given in other parts of this report exaggerate to some extent 
the per capita attendance and admissions in the larger centres and underestimate 
the per capita expenditure and number of admissions at motion picture houses of 
dwellers in the smaller places. : | 


Although practically all theatres in the larger places are open for 6 
days every week (or 7 days in Quebec province), there are many houses in the smal.. 
ler localities which open only. on certain.days each week upon which it is known 
that the potential attendance is greatest. Of the 445 motion picture houses loca- 
ted in places of less than 10,000 population in Canada, slightly more than 50 per 
cent were open throughout the week. These accounted for approximately 80 per cent 
of the total admissions and receipts for all theatres in places of this size. 
There were 39 theatres open for only one day each week, 61 for 2 days, 76 for from 
three to five days and there were 47 which stated no regular days of operation and 
which have been classified as "intermittent". . Included with the intermittent type 
are 18 itinerant shows which go from place to place with movable equipment. 


Theatres also differ greatly in the number of complete programs that are 
shown each day. By the term “complete program" as used in this report, is meant 
the entire entertainment including-all films exhibited between the showing of one 
picture and the showing of that same picture again. A classification on this 
basis shows that more motion picture houses operate on the two complete program 
per day basis than on any other...Of the 856 theatres in the country, 279 or 32.6 
per cent gave two programs per-day;- 201 or 235.5 per cent gave one program only, 
while 152 houses or 17.8 per cent of the total gave three complete programs. There 
were 96 theatres each with four or more. programs each day and these, while forming 
only 11.2 per cent of the total number of houses, accounted for 33.7 per cent of 
all cinema admissions and 37.0 per cent of-all cinema receipts. Theatres showing 
One and one-half, two and a half, or three and a half complete programs each day, 
in which ome-part of the program (usually the feature) is repeated more frequently 
than the rest, numbered 81 or 9.4 per cent of the total and these accounted for 
11.2 per cent of the total admissions .and 10.6 per cent of the total receipts. 


Motion picture houses also differ greatly in size, whether the basis of 
classification be the amount of annual receipts, number of admissions or seating 
capacity. Annual receipts of less than $5,000 each were secured by almost 23 per 
cent of the total number of cinemas and these accounted for only 1.6 per cent of 
the total admissions and receipts. There were 48 large theatres forming about 6 
per cent of the total number which had annual receipts exceeding $100,000 each and 
these accounted for about 24 per cent of the total number of admissions and 51 per 


cent of the total receipts. 


Per Capita Expenditures 


The average per capita expenditure on motion picture entertainment (ex- 
clusive of amusement taxes) in 1935 was $2.48 compared with $2.54 in 1954 and $3.77 
in 1950, The highest average per capita expenditure in 1935 was in British Colum- 
bia with $4.14 per capita and the lowest in Prince Edward Tsland where the average 
was $1.02 per capita, The per capita figures, based on estimated total population 


for the period 1930 to 1935 are as follows: 


ar a 


Per Capita Expenditures on Motion Picture Entertainment 
(Exclusive of amusement taxes) 


1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 
| $ $ $ $ $ $ 

Prince Edward Island ..,.:., OTA. 1256) 1282 0.96: 089608 
Nova Scobla ns denses MTS 2:58, 48207: 52609 EL: 79 LES COMAS RER 
New Brunswick 000000060000 2.69 ..2.16 1.71 1.66. 1.4. 0re0 
Quebec’ Me eines 2 OA 12.69.2520. 1-90 EDR UE 
Ontario: LUN RASE M RQ A TO TA PO 105500 DUO LOIRE 
Mani tobans a ne 3,94. S47 .2.90 8.56 (Cans. eee 
Sa akatcnewan woccc sec chodecey | pea LOMME: 08 done, LT kes ok Rome 
Alberta 3.44 0ce se one sobres SCR er hced me LobOU Loe. pkoean tao 
British Columbia :.:0000000e 6.05. 5,09 3:69 Side over 
CANADAS?. dc eon san cose B77 BL RENIRET TR SS ieee oan eae 


Since attendance at motion pictures depends, to a large extent, upon con- 
venience, it would tend to be higher in those provinces with large urban populations 
than in provinces where a large part of the population lives in rural communities 
where theatres are not close at hand. The per capita expenditures on motion pictures 
are also affected by the rates of-admission, -age distribution of the population, 
regulations governing admission of.juveniles to theatres, etc. 


A comparison of per capita expenditure at motion picture houses and per 
capita retail sales for the several provinces is shown below and the order of the 
provinces in respect of both series is seen to be the same, Per capita retail sales 
for any province are determined by several factors: proportions of urban and rural 
population, proximity of rural areas to marketing centres, occupational constitution 
and age distribution of the population. as well as social habits and the general 
level of economic conditions. 


Per Capita Expenditure at Motion Picture Theatres and Per Capita 
Retail Sales. by Provinces, 1935 


Per Capita | Ratio of Per Capita 
Expenditures at | Per Capita. | Expenditure at Motion 
Province Motion Picture | Retail Sales | Picture Houses to Per 


_____ [| Amount| Order | Amount [Order 
$ 


Prince Edward Island LOGE 1 PEL Ph 
Saskatchewan 00605 1526 Pa 128 z 
New Brunswick ..5.05. 1,64 a 143 3 
WHGUSW ES usure sean 1.88 4 PTE 4 
HOVE COLA er VRP AIT 5 “dE 5 
AIDER ee cic ciate ae foal 6 168 6 
BRULUODS Seis .o, Le 2.66 i 193 1 
OnTATLO bana a. ae 5.18 8 2ol 8 
British Columbia ... 4.14 9 405 9 
CANADA. 000 2.45 186 


= SR 
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The ratio of per capita expenditure at motion picture houses to per capital retail 
Sales is shown in the last column and is seen to increase as the per capita sales 


increase, varying from a minimum of ,92 per cent in Prince Edward Island to a. 


ol Ses 
maximum of 1,64 per cent in British Columbia. 


As has already been mentioned, the value of receipts reported by theatres 
does not include the amounts paid in amsement taxes, In all provinces, except 
Saskatchewan, provincial amusement taxes are levied although generally low-priced 
tickets are exempt from the tax, In Saskatchewan, amusement taxes are levied in 
some municipalities, Provincial authorities report the following revenues from 
amusement taxes on theatre tickets in 1934 and 1935; 


1934 1935 

$ $ 
Prince Edward Island(1) ...ccco0c 5,555 5, 384 
MOGANSCOLIB CE) ica aides s cleo soles os 126, 428 171,709 
One One) .cik obo o-aia ad bots 68,525 60,490 
DR os. 1,224,163  1,087,560 
dpt ual AN la NS 527,398 1,781,366 
Manitoba(1) SONS oun pein bh aide al oo 0 46,400 65,000 
DAsRalCheman ti sec olou oo does — _—— 
BIDET CL) OR isc 6 edn oaeees 119,665 124,960 
rl ohiCoiumbinll) cs asics vs ee o's 146,545 152,255 


(1) Calendar year (In Prince Edward Island fiscal year is the 
calendar year). 

(2) Fiscal year. 

(3) Fiscal year, includes revenue from other places of amuse- 
ments and sports events. 


It is not possible to compare the figures shown above for amusement 
taxes and theatre receipts as some of the revenue figures relate to fiscal years 
and, in some cases, cover taxes from other -places of amusement, The large increase 
in revenue shown for Ontario was-due to a revision in the tax schedule. 


rend in Motion Picture Theatre Receipts 
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Motion picture theatre receipts in Canada (exclusive of amusement taxes) 
declined from $38,479,500 in-1930 to 64.7 per cent of that amount or $24,897,100 
in 1933, A slight increase of 1,5 per cent in 1934, followed by a more substantial 
increase of 7.2 per cent in 1935 brought the total for the latter year to $27,173,- 
400 or 70.6 per cent of the 1930 figure. 


Considerable interest attaches to a comparison of trends in motion picture 
receipts and value of retail sales over the period 1930 to 1935 as reflected in an- 
nual indexes of the two series on the base 1930 equals 100. While cinema receipts 
fell off less rapidly during the earlier years of the depression than did the value 
of retail trade, both series stood at about the same level in 1935 when compared 
with 1930 as reflected in indexes of 64,7 and 64.4 respectively, The recovery in 
retail trade since 1933 has exceeded that for cinema receipts, amounting to 15 per 
cent for the former compared with 9 per cent for the latter and bringing indexes for 
1935 for the two series on the base 1930 equals 100 to 73.9 and 70.6. The greater 
increase in retail sales occurred between 1933 and 1934, On the other hand, motion 
picture receipts increased but slightly in 1934 but showed considerable expansion in 
1935. 


A comparison of the trend in motion picture receipts in the different 
economic divisions of the country shows that during the interval 1930 to 1933 
receipts fell off most in the Maritime Provinces and least in Ontario. In 1935, re- 


ee 
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ceipts, relative to 1930, were highest in British Columbia and still lowest in the 
Maritimes. Indexes of cinema receipts and of the value of retail sales for each of 
the five economic divisions are shown below. While in most cases the two trends 
parallel each other closely, cinema receipts in the Maritime Provinces are seen to 
fall off to a much greater degree than retail sales. 


Indexes of Cinema Receipts (Exclusive of Amusement Taxes) 
and Retail Sales i 
1930 1933 1935 


CANADA —— ; sa 

Cinema receipts ccoccesccce 100 64.7 70.6 

Retail sales 000000900600 100 64.4 73.9 
Maritime Provinces -- | ; 

Cinema receipts cc000900000 100 50.9 61.5 

Retail sales 0%906000@0000090 100 65.5 76.7 
Quebec —— 

Cinema receipts 200D006090000 100 66.4 69,3 

Retail sales se omese.sce 100 64.7 70.9 
Ontario —— 

Cinema receipts s.0+00000v0 100 68.9 73.4 

Retail sales 0080006060 100 66.9 Tien 
Prairie Provinces —- 

Cinema receipts .-ccecccsccs LOD ue 618 67.7 

Retail 3416080. coececsssal 100 60.0 69.4 
British Columbia —- 

Cinema receipts oecscscccce 100 61.3 74.4 

Retail sales 060000000000 0e 100 62.2 7523 


Motion Picture Statistics by Cities 


In point of view of number of theatres and value of receipts, Toronto oc- 
cupies the leading position in the motion picture theatre business in Canada. There 
were 95 theatres in this city in 1935 and these had: 20,362,200 paid admissions and 
$4,771,700 receipts. Montreal (including Lachine, Verdun, Westmount and Outremont) 
had 61 theatres with 20,744,600 admissions -and $4,535,400 receipts. The smaller num- 
ber of admissions but larger receipts in Toronto as compared with Montreal reflects 
the difference in the average admission price of 23.4 cents and 21.9 cents for the 
two cities. Vancouver came third with 31 theatres, 8,640,700 admissions and $1,765,- 
000 receipts, while Winnipeg was fourth with 27 theatres, 6,727,000 admissions and 
$1,511,900 receipts. All but two of the cities for which figures are shown in Table 
3 reported increased admissions in 1935 over 1934; all but six reported increased 
receipts. Twelve cities reported a greater increase in admissions than in receipts, 
indicating a reduction in the average admission price. Six cities reported relative 


figures for admissions and receipts indicating an increase in average admission 
price. 


Distribution of Motion Picture Theatres by Economic Divisions 
and Size of Locality 


Ontario, with 35.1 per cent of the country's population, contains 35.4 per 
cent of all the motion picture houses and these account for 41.5 per cent of the 
total admissions and 42.9 per cent of the total receipts. British Columbia (includ- 
ing the Yukon and Northwest Territories) has 6.8 per cent of the population, 11.2 
per cent of the theatres, 11.9 per cent of the admissions and 11.4 per cent of the 
receipts. The proportions of the total admissions or total theatre receipts attribu- 
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table to each of the other economic divisions are less than their corresponding 
proportions of the total population. Table 4 presents a classification of thea- 
tres to show the number of houses, number of admissions and value of receipts 
for each of the five economic divisions and then for places in each division 
classified according to population. The concentration of the motion picture 
business in the larger centres, evident in all economic divisions, is especially 
noteworthy in Quebec, where places of 100,000 population or more contain 33.0 
per cent of the province's population, 52.6 per cent of the motion picture thea- 
tres, and these account for 87.4 per cent of the admissions and 85.6 per cent of 
the receipts. 


Distribution of Motion Picture Theatres According to Number of Days 
in Operation Each Week 


Theatres are allowed to remain open on Sunday in Canada in Quebec 
province only. Of the 137 theatres in that province in 1935, 102 were open 7 
days in the week, 7 for 6 days and the remainder for fewer than 6 days. The pro- 
portion remaining open 7 days in the week is, of course, much greater in the 
larger centres; in fact all but three of. .the 91 theatres located in places of 
100,000 population or more in Quebec province remained open every day. 


Theatres operating for fewer than 6 days in the week are confined al- 
most entirely to the smaller localities. Only 6 theatres in the Dominion and 
located in places of 10,000 population or more are open for fewer than 6 days 
each week. In the smaller localities, however, where potential admissions vary~ 
widely in the week, due to the inflow of persons from the rural areas on market 
days, the part-time theatre is of considerable importance. A distribution of 
the theatres in places of less than 10,000 -population, classified according to 
number of days in operation each week, is given in Table 5. 


Distribution of Theatres According to Size of Locality and Number 
‘of Programs Per Day 


The number of programs which cinemas show each day varies greatly for 
different sizes of locality. -The type of theatre showing one complete program 
per day is most common in the smaller centres; - 43.2 per cent of all cinemas in 
places of less than 10,000 population show either one or one and one-half com- 
plete programs per day of operation. The number of theatres in such localities 
which show 2 or 24 complete programs is only slightly smaller, forming 38.0 per 
cent of the total number and accounting for more than 50 per cent of the total 
admissions and receipts in such localities. Theatres with three or more complete 
programs per day form the lergest proportion of the total number in medium-sized 
cities, 78 per cent of all theatres in places of .from 50,000 to 100,000 and 76 
per cent of all theatres in places of from 10,000 to 30,000 population falling 
into this class. The proportion of theatres in the large cities of 100,000 popu- 
lation or over which show three or more complete programs per day is lower than 
in the medium-sized cities due to the presence of a considerable number of 
neighbourhood theatres showing 2 or 2h programs per day. 


Theatres are classified according to size of locality and by economic 
division and also according to the number of complete programs per day in Table 
7 and it will be noted that average annual receipts per theatre vary directly as 
the number of programs; that is to say, the larger theatres have more shows per 
day than the smaller houses. This holds true for all size-of-locality classes. 
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Distribution of Theatres According to Amount of Annual Receipts 
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Approximately one-third of all the motion picture houses in Canada had 
annual receipts of less than $10,000 each in 1935 and these accounted for only 4.1 
per cent of the total admissions and receipts. Another third of the total number 
had annual receipts of from $10,000 to $29,999 each and these accounted for 22.6 
per cent of the total admissions and 19.3 per cent of the receipts, The remaining 
third of the picture houses, each with annual receipts of $50,000 or more, account- 
ed for 73.3 per cent of the admissions and 76.6 per cent of the receipts. There 
were 108 small theatres with receipts of less than $2,500 each and there were 15 
large establishments each with annual receipts of $200,000 or more. 


The proportion of smail theatres to the total number varies widely for 
the different economic divisions, being smallest in Ontario and greatest in the 
Prairie Provinces. In Tabie 8 motion picture houses in each economic division are 
classified on the basis of annual receipts, In addition to presenting data for 
receipts, admissions and seating capacity, the average admission price for each 
size class is also shown, and it will be noted that in ali economic divisions the 
average admission price is greatest for the very smail and for the very large 
theatres and is smallest for the medium-sized houses. 


In Table 9 motion picture houses are classified both on the basis of an- 
nual receipts and also according to the number of programs per day. The relation- 
ship between the two factors is clearly seen, theatres of Less than $2,500 annual 
receipts being confined to those with one or one and one-half programs per day or 
to intermittent shows, while all large theatres with $100,000 annual receipts or 
more have at least three complete programs each day. . 


Ratios of Average Attendance Per Program to Seating Capacity of Theatres 
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The ratio which the average attendance per program for any theatre bears 
to its seating capacity provides a measure of its standard of performance under the 
conditions and policy under which it is operating. A full house at every program, 
in which case the ratio of attendance to seating capacity would be one (unity), 
would indicate a maximum standard of performance. A ratio of less than unity would 
indicate, of course, that each seat was not filled for every program, This ratio 


then provides a measure of the degree to which the total seating capacity of a 
theatre is utilized by the public. 


Each theatre (excepting intermittent shows) reported the number of com- 
plete programs it showed each day, the number of days in operation per week and the 
number of weeks in operation per year, The number of complete programs which each 
theatre showed per year could thus be calculated. Omitting the intermittent shows, 
there were 809 theatres in Canada in 1935 with a total of 522,455 programs and 
116,456,500 paid admissions. On the average, then, there were 223 paid admissions 
for every complete program, The total seating capacity of the 809 theatres was 
517,746 or the average seating capacity per theatre was 640 seats, Then the aver- 
age number of admissions per program was 225 and the average seating capacity was 
640; the ratio of the two figures or .35 is a measure of the standard of perfor... 
mance of motion picture theatres in relation to a maximum standard of one. 


Considerable interest attaches to an examination of this ratio for thea- 
tres operating under various conditions as to size of locality, seating capacity of 
house and number of performances per day. For a given size of locality and a given 
seating capacity of theatre, the ratio is found to wary inversely as the number of 
programs per day, being greatest for those houses with a small number of shows per 
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day and smallest for houses with a larger number of complete programs each day . 
For a given size of locality and a given number of programs per day, the ratio of 
attendance to seating capacity is found to vary inversely as the seating capacity 
of the theatre, being greatest for small theatres and smallest for the larger 
houses. And for a given seating capacity and given number of programs per day 
the ratio is found to vary directly as the size of locality in which the theatre 
is located, being greatest in the larger centres and least in the smaller places. 
The ratio of attendance per program to seating capacity, therefore, varies direc- 
tly as the size of locality and inversely with the seating capacity of the theatre 
and the number of programs that it shows each day. 


The highest ratios will, therefore, be found in the largest localities 
and amongst those theatres with small setting capacity and a small number of pro- 
grams per day. The lowest ratios will be found in the smallest localities and in 
those theatres with the largest seating capacity and the greatest number of 
programs per day. The 809 theatres whose reports could be used for this analysis 
were classified, first, according. to size of locality in which situated, secondly, 
according to seating capacity ‘and, then, according to the number of programs shown 
each day. Ratios of average attendance..per program to seating capacity were worked 
out for each group in a manner similar to that explained for the 809 theatres as a 
whole and the results are shown in-the table presented below. 


In comparison with an average figure of .55 for all theatres as a whole, 
the ratio is seen to be greatest (.71) for a group of theatres in places of more 
than 100,000 population, each having seating accommodation of between 400 and 799 
seats and having one or one and one-half complete programs per day. The lowest 
ratio (,18) is found for a group of theatres having fewer than 400 seats each, 
located in places of less than 10,000 population and showing 5 or 34 complete pro- 
grams per day, 


It is recognized that other factors affect the operating results of 
theatres in addition to the three whose effects have been studied here, Nor does 
the efficiency of operation depend upon the ratio of admissions to seating capac- 
ity alone, But, as previously stated, considerable interest attaches to the very 
definite way in which this ratio varies with the size of locality, seating capac- 
ity and number of programs per day. 
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Ratios of Average Attendance Per Complete Program to Seating Capacit 


Size of Locality and All Theatres, |__Number of Programs Per De 
___-_ beating Capacity TOG Rat 
All Localities: 

Total ces io.a sa quo eee </e Le Je OSS ONE 
Seating capacity, less than 

400 5600 9625550006 0 08 
400 = 799 6050700000 A1 NE 
800 and Over 00000000 el 
Places of 100,000 population 
or more: 
Total .ccovacaccsescescn Vado 
Seating capacity, less than 
400 sccomarooceoegdeoa ool 
400 — 799 sec oo 056 
800 and over 66000000 ok8 
Places of 10,000 — 99,999s 
Total cove cacoepsbe goo. Bell 
Seating capacity, less than 
400 Si sedescoensegede sie 
400 = 799 cocececocns 000 
800 and over seoooece RD 
Places of less than 10,000: 

TOR acted can omcvrurot one 

Seating capacity, less than 
B00 cescostedevceaosy ce8 
BQO = FOB gare sr RD 
BOG ANG Over de 020 
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Film Exchanges 


Film exchanges are the agencies through which motion picture theatres 
are supplied with a constant change of films. They are considered as wholesale 
establishments but their function differs from that of wholesale merchants in that 
the products handled by film exchanges are not sold outright but rented to the 
exhibitors. Most of the revenue of film exchanges is derived from the "rentals" 
charged for the use of films in motion picture theatres. 


There were 61 film exchanges in Canada in 1935 whose total receipts were 
$7,108,600 or 6.2 per cent greater than the amount reported by 60 exchanges for 
1934, The increase in film exchange receipts parallels that for motion picture 
theatres themselves, whose annual receipts were 7.2 per cent greater in 1935 than 
in 1954. The index of film exchange receipts for 1935 on the base 1920 equals 100 
stands at 78.6, The 61 film exchanges operating in 1935 required the services of 
358 male and 249 female employees to whom $953,700 were paid in salaries and wages. 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS. 


MOTION PICTURES IN CANADA, 1936 


Historical Background 


For more than a century studies have been made of the "optical appearance © 
of objects in motion". The first step in the development of the present day motion | 
picture film was taken early in the 19th century when pictures mounted on a disc in 
chronological order were viewed through slots in a similar disc mounted on a turning 
shaft. About the middle of the century the development of photography enabled 
experimenters to use actual photographs instead of drawn pictures. In 1861 a machine 
called & kinematoscope was patented in the United States. The photographs were | 
mounted on paddle blades which, when revolved from a certain point of view, produced 
a zeotropic effect. In 1899, for use in "roller photography", George Eastman of the 
Eastman Kodak Company began the manufacture of a photographic film on a nitro-cellu- 
lose base. It was with a 50 foot strip of this film that Thomas A. Edison, who had 
been experimenting with "motion pictures" for some time, demonstrated his kinetoscope, 
a small peep-show in which the strip of film ran between a magnifying lens and a 
light source. Although patented in the United States in 1891, no commercial use was 
made of Edison's kinetoscope until 1894. In that year a "kinetoscope parlour" was 
opened in New York City. It was in the same year that the Holland brothers exhibited 
a kinetoscope in Ottawa. Although this type of amusement place spread rapidly, the 
demand was really for a device which would project the kinetoscope film, as seen in 
the peep-show, upon a screen, and in 1896 such a machine, called the "vitascope", 
based on the principle of the modern projector, was demonstrated in New York by 
Thomas Armat. A year prior to this, however, a cinematograph evolved by Lumiere 
Brothers in France, similar to Armat's vitascope, had been imported into Canada and 
shown in Toronto. This is thought to be the first use of the motion picture project- | 
ing machine in the Dominion. In 1896 John Griffin, popularly described as "the 
father of motion picture houses in Canada", opened the first regular Canadian motion 
picture theatre on Yonge Street in Toronto. Shortly afterward, Mr. L. E. Ouimet, | 
representing Pathé interests, opened a similar theatre in Montreal. Pictures were 
shown of the Corbett-Fitzsimmons fight in 1896, Queen Victoria's jubilee procession, 
in 1897, and the departure of the Canadian contingent for South Africa in 1900. 


Films of this early period consisted of only one reel and, as the novelty 
wore off, interest in them began to die out. In 1903 Edwin S. Porter, an Edison 
cameraman, in an attempt to revive this flagging interest made a picture which told 
a "story" or narrative, and it was on the basis of these narrative, multiple reel 
films that the moving picture industry began its phenomenal development. The story | 
was conveyed to the audience by means of pantomime, printed dialogue flashed on the 
Screen intermittently, and the action of the characters. Whereas, heretofore moving | 
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picture films had frequently been shown merely as part (and a very minor part) of a 
vaudeville program, now across Canada theatres sprang up offering "movies" exclusively 
or at least as the major part of the program. 


In 1926 Warner Brothers presented the first talking and sound pictures in 
New York. Over night Canadian theatres installed sound equipment and the "silent" pic- 
ture practically disappeared. In a period of only thirty years motion pictures had 
become a leading amusement industry, recording a steady development in the technique of 
production and distribution. . 


The story of motion picture production in Canada is disappointing. A 
number of films, of course, have been produced here by Hollywood companies "on location" 
but practically every attempt of Canadian producers has failed although recently a few 
plays have been filmed in Toronto for the British market, and one Canadian company 
Specializing in news films and shorts has enjoyed some success. The advent of "talking" 
or "sound" pictures, technicolor and many other improvements demand such a high degree 
of skill and technical knowledge, as well as such a heavy capital investment, that the 
development of commercial production im Canada is beset with difficulties. 


In one field Canadians have pioneered with considerable success. In 1916 
the Government created the Dominion Government Motion Picture Bureau for the purpose of 
making and distributing "short subject" informative films. Both the Canadian National 
and Canadian Pacific Railways produce films from time to time along the same lines. 


Although negative film is not made in Canada, practically all of the posi- 


' tive film used in the Dominion is manufactured in Ontario and a substantial volume is 


exported. The printing of positive films for use in Canadian theatres is done by local 
firms from imported negatives. 
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MOTION PICTURE STATISTICS, 1986 


Summary 


According to the annual Census of Merchandising and Service Establishments 
the 959 permanently-equipped motion picture theatres operating in Canada in 1956 secured 
127,441,574 paid admissions for the year, yielding gross receipts of $29,610,300 ex- 
clusive of amusement taxes. This was a substantial increase over 1935, during which 
year there were 117,964,056 paid admissions with gross receipts of $27,272,500, and over 
1934 with approximately 109,000,000 paid admissions and gross receipts of $25,598, 300. 
In terms of percentages, the 1936 total admissions were 8.0 per cent greater than in 
1935 while gross receipts were up by 8.6 per cent. The larger percentage increase for 
gross receipts reflects an increase in the average admission price which was 23.2 cents 
in 1936 compared with 23.1 cents in the preceding year. Canada's 959 motion picture 
theatres provided an average of one theatre for every 11,500 people in the Dominion. 
The seating capacity of these theatres totalled 566,201 so that, on the average, there 
was one seat for every 19 persons. Salaries and wages paid to the 4,961 male and 1,558 
female employees amounted to $4,928,700, an increase of 3.4 per cent over the 1935 pay- 
roll of $4,766,500. Im addition to the permanently~eauipped theatres there were 44 
itinerant operators with 502,653 paid admissions and $132,800 receipts for 1936. 


Every province shared to a greater or less degree in the general increase 
in paid admissions and gross receipts registered during the year. By provinces, the 
1936 percentage increases in paid admissions over 1935 were as follows: Saskatchewan, 
16.5; Prince Edward Island, 14.43 New Brunswick, 12.35 Ontario, 9.9; Quebec, 6.9; 
Nova Scotia, 6.43; Alberta, 5.23; British Columbia, 4.3, and Manitoba, 4.0. For Canada 
as a whole the average admission price (exclusive of amusement tax) was 23.2 cents. 
Provincial averages were as follows: Prince Edward Island, 27.3 cents; Alberta, 25.7 
cents; Saskatchewan, 85.3 cents; Ontario, 23.9 cents; British Columbia, 22.5 cents; 
Quebec, ee.2 cents; Manitoba, 22.1 cents; Nova Scotia, 21.8 cents, and New Brunswick, 
«1.5 cents. Canadian motion picture theatres gave a total of 559,944 complete perform- 
ances in 1956 or an average of 584 performances per theatre for the year. The number 
of performances given daily varied from one to six for individual theatres. On the 
average, £9 per cent of the seating capacity of motion picture theatres was occupied 
for each performance. This percentage varied widely for individual theatres operating — 
under different conditions as to size of locality, seating capacity, number of perform- 
ances given daily, and other factors. Other things being equal, it was greater in the 
larger cities than in the smaller centres, greater in small than in large theatres and 
greater in theatres showing only one performance per day than in those establishments 
where the program was repeated a number of times. It was, therefore, highest for small 
theatres giving but one or two performances per day and located in the larger cities. 


It was smallest for large theatres repeating their programs several times a day and 
located in smaller places. 


The apparent popularity of the "double feature" program, in which two com- 
plete "feature" pictures are exhibited in the one performance, is evidenced by the fact 
that of'all the 559,944 performances given in 1936 it is estimated that no less than 
548,904 or 62 per cent were "double feature". There were 212 theatres which offered 
double feature programs only. Another 313 houses showed only single feature programs, 
while the remaining 434 theatres varied their programs with both types of performance. 
It is interesting to note that there was a wide variation in use of the "double 
feature" program in the different provinces. Whereas 81 per cent of the performances 
shown in Quebec were double feature, British Columbia and Manitoba recorded 71 per 
cent; Ontario, 60 per cent; Alberta, 50 per cent; Saskatchewan and Nova Scotia, 40 


per cent, and New Brunswick, 38 per cent. No double feature performances were given in 
Prince Edward Island during the year. : 
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The term "performance" as used in this report indicates one complete showing 
“of the program being offered. That is to say, a performance is taken to mean the 
entire entertainment including all films exhibited between the showing of one picture 
“and the showing of that same picture again. The set of films including either one or 
tre features, one or more short subjects or a newsreel, and constituting a program or 
"bill" is generally repeated by a theatre for a number of days with one or more per- 
formances each day. Each theatre reported the number of bills which it purchased or 
‘rented during the year making a distinction between the number of Single feature and 
double feature bills. Aggregates of figures thus obtained show a total usage of 85,909 
pills which, when compared with the 539,944 performances, indicates an average of 6.5 
performances for each bill. Of the 85,909 bills reported, 43,489 were double feature 
and 42,420 were single feature, resulting in a total usage of 129,598 feature films or 
en average of 155 films for each of the 959 motion picture theatres. Since the same 
feature films are exhibited in many theatres, these figures give no information as to 
“the number of different features shown during the year. Each theatre was also asked 
to indicate, if possible, the country of origin of the films which it used. Aggregate 
figures for those theatres able to supply this information and forming 80 per cent of 
the total number show that the United States supplied 89.7 per cent of the features 
used. Great Britain came second with 5.8 per cent, followed by France with 5.0 per 
“cent, and all other countries, 0.1 per cent. These figures relate to the number of 
“films used. No information is available regarding the number of times each film was 
exhibited. 
; Per Capita Expenditure 


‘ There is no way of estimating the actual number of theatre-goers but, 
based on the estimated total population of Canada, the per capita expenditure in 1936 
on motion picture entertainment (exclusive of amusement taxes) was $2.70 as compared 
with $2.50 in 1935 and $2.36 in 1934. The following table shows the per capita expen- 
“diture at motion pictures for each province from 1930 to 1936 inclusive. It may be 
noted that, although there are wide variations for any province from year to year and 
between provinces for the same year, nevertheless there is surprisingly little change 
in the relative position which each province holds. Thus Prince Edward Island with 
‘the lowest per capita expenditure in 1930 continued to have the lowest per capita ex- 
penditure in 1956, while British Columbia continued to have the highest. 
i Per Capita Expenditure on Motion Picture Entertainment, 
Canada and the Provinces, 1950 - 1956 

(Exclusive of amusement taxes) 
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Province 


OR Sr ae rr re (wees a - ne 2 


CANADA 9 © © © © 
Prince Edward 


Telemed ese soe scl eee | 1.56 0.96 
NOWe ODDIR sects cot 0300 12.67 1.84 
New Brunswick , 5... | 2.60% 128216 Peat 
DIEM ssokeapoosds | eo. | se 09 1.80 
CMERSLOOS RE ant noe veiiSe1 Onl 4.29 3.16 
Manitoba! ons coda) el 094113 41 £.08 
Saskatchewan .566+0 | 2019 | 1.65 4.156 
AIBOrÉR ets serie ie: 60/1 8:29 1:85 
British Columbia .. | 6.05 | 5.09 5.71 | 


1) Revised. ne operators. 
(2) Based on total receipts of regular theatres and itinerant/ 
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A number of factors influence per capita expenditure for motion pictures: 
the prosperity of the district, the rates of admission, the age distribution of the 
population, Government regulations regarding admission of juveniles, counter attrac- 
tions, etc. Per capita expenditure is usually larger in urban and thickly populated 
centres where theatres are easily accessible and probably more attractive than in 
country districts. In 1936, 54 per cent of the total gross receipts of moving pic- 
ture theatres in Canada was collected in the eight cities having a population in 
excess of 100,000, while 27 per cent of the gross receipts was contributed by 55 
cities and towns with populations of 10,000 to 100,000. The remaining 19 per cent 
was accounted for by all other areas. 


Relation Between Per Capita Expenditure in Motion Pictures 
and Per Capita Retail Sales 


A comparison by provinces between per capita sales at retail stores and 
per capita expenditures at motion picture houses reveals a fairly close relationship. 
Provinces having high per capita retail sales also have high per capita expenditures 
at motion picture houses. Per capita figures for both sales and receipts are influ- 
enced largely by the same factors: proportions of urban and rural population, proxim- 
ity to marketing centres in which motion picture houses are also generally located, 
occupational constitution and age distribution of the people as well as social habits 
and the general level of economic conditions. Per capita retail sales and per capita 
expenditures for motion pictures for the different provinces are shown below: 
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Expenditure at Ratio, 

Province Motion Picture Theatres 

__Theatres(1) | Retail Sales | to Sales __ 
Amount | Order | _| Order | Per cent 
¢ ; 

OANRUR cease «Ae er ae _ - Se 
Prince: Edward Islands... LA zh 1 0.95 
Saskatchewan ...... PRE 2 ess Leu rs ps oti 
NAW BRUNSWLOW Sn dime ALTER 1.78 5 5 1:16 
(ee as date ne ue da PR AERRER Eee 4 4 LISE 
AIDOTLA ses SAN AI C7 PAUL ste 5 6 Lee 
DOM ND EEE een CES Par 6 5 1.40 
MOMLEODE er rer ec noo 7 7 L. 35 
PARVATIO Scie JR da a atic eo 5.49 8 8 1.41 
Brvpien. Celanese. oe oe ee 4.31 9 e15 9 Dent 


(1) Based on total receipts of regular theatres and itinerant operators. 


Amusement Taxes 


The value of gross receipts reported by theatres in 1936 does not in- 
clude the amounts paid in amusement taxes. In that year taxes on theatre tickets 
were levied in all provinces except Saskatchewan, in which province a municipal 
amusement tax was levied by five cities. Provincial authorities report the follow- 
ing revenues from amusement taxes in 1934, 1935 and 1936; | 


1954 | 1985 1936 


Fiscal Year ‘ ù 
Ending ~— 
Dec. 31 Prince award Island ......... 5,585 11,689 
Nov. 30 OPO COCO LD Nes ne ce F'acei's 6/60, dos d LS07017 158,051 
Oebn or New Prunewick(L) UNIS, 52,195 81,833 
June 30 Quebec(1) ..... bat ts URES Bart Het 400 ,red, LORIE UGT, 60 
March 31 2 Ce see se true e 527 , 398 LA A À 5 PALTH 4 
April 30 EGOS ads ana D'Un delire 58.555 41,108 
es SaeretCnewant 4). se sos at 55,114 65,334 
March 31 Pimertecs) ..... FR ee tates 115,619 131,917 


March 31 Daseisn COLUMDLA :...., Ries NES 124,891 152,224 
(1) Includes taxes from.sources other than theatres. 

(2) Fiscal year ending October 31, 1934. 

(3) Figures for five months ending March 31, 1935 (fiscal year changed). 

(4) Returns from 5 municipalities only (calendar year). 


It is not possible to make a strict comparison between amusement taxes and 
theatre receipts since the provincial fiscal years do not coincide with the calendar 
. years for which theatre receipts are shown, and in some cases the returns include taxes 
other than those levied on theatre admissions. The large increase in revenue shown for 
Ontario was due to a change in the fiscal year and a revision of the tax schedule in 
1935. 


Trend in Motion Picture Theatre Receipts 


Motion picture theatre receipts in Canada (exclusive of amusement taxes) 
declined from $38,479,500 in 1930 to 64.7 per cent of that amount, or $24,897,100, in 
1955. The upswing commenced in 1934 was continued in 1935, bringing the total gross 
receipts for that year to $27,272,500 or 70.9 per cent of the 1930 figure. A further 
gain of 8.6 per cent in 1936 resulted in $29,610,300 being reéeorded for that year, a 
figure which, while almost 19 per cent above the low point reacfea in 1933, was still 
25 per cent below the 1930 level. The index of theatre receipts for 1956 on the base 
1930 equals 100 stands at 77.0. 


Comparable figures for motion picture receipts and for the dollar value 
of retail trade as obtained from the results of the annual Census of Merchandising. 
Establishments reveal a striking similarity in the extent of the declines recorded 
between 1930 and 1933. While motion picture receipts fell off somewhat less rapidly 
during the years immediately following 1930 than did the dollar value of retail sales, 
both series stood at about the same level in 1933 when compared with the earlier per- 
iod. Indexes for 1933 on the 1930 base were 64.7 for motion picture receipts and 
64.4 for retail sales. Retail sales were 24 per cent higher in 1936 than in 1933 
while motion picture receipts increased 19 per cent during the same period. While the 
_ total recovery for retail sales has thus exceeded that for motion picture receipts, 
expenditures at picture houses have been gaining at the more rapid rate in recent 
years. Motion picture theatre receipts were 8.6 per cent higher in 1936 than in 1955 
while retail sales were up by 7.6 per cent. 


Changes in the value of retail sales from year to year are the resultant 
of two factors. Changes in the quantities of goods purchased and variations in price 
levels. Similarly, changes in gross receipts for motion picture theatres reflect 
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variations both in the number of persons attending and also in the average admission 
price. Although it is not possible to make exact corrections for price changes, it is 
certain that a large proportion of the decline in the value of retail trade between 
1930 and 1933 was due to a lowering of price levels. Part of the recovery since that 
year must be attributed to increased prices. Numbers of admissions to motion picture 
theatres are not available for years prior to 1934. Were such figures available for 
the period from 1930 to 1933, it is extremely unlikely that they would indicate as 
large a decline as that reflected in dollar receipts. 


A comparison of the trends in motion picture receipts and retail sales as 
indicated by indexes for the two series on the 1930 base is shown below. While in 
most eases the two series parallel each other closely, figures for the Maritime Provin- 
ces reveal that motion picture receipts fell off to a much greater extent between 1930 
and 1935 than did retail sales. 
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RECALL DALES waco ce 
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Motion Picture Statistics by Cities 


##onto was Canada's leading motion picture city in 1936, having 102 
motion picture theatres with £2,301,524 paid admissions and $5,198,000 gross 
receipts. Average admission price in this city was 23.3 cents. There were 62 motion 
picture theatres operating in Montreal (including Lachine, Verdun, Westmount and 
Outremont) and these had 22,006,918 paid admissions and $4,797,500 receipts. The 
average admission price in this instance was 21.8 cents. In Winnipeg 8e motion pic- 
ture theatres recorded 7,205,339 paid admissions and gross receipts of $1,592,000. 
Vancouver's 51 motion picture theatres reported 8,950,627 paid admissions and gross 
receipts of $1,850,000. With the exception of Victoria and St. Thomas, all Canadian 
cities having 3 motion picture theatres or more in 1936 recorded an increase over 
1955 in the number of paid admissions. Gross receipts in 1936 as compared with 1935 
declined by 0.1 per cent in Winnipeg, 2.8 per cent in St. Thomas and 5.5 per cent in 


Victoria. The average price of admission was highest in London at 27.6 cents and 
lowest in St. John, N. B., at 19.2 cents. 
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Theatres Classified According to Number of Weeks and Days in Operation 


Of the total number of motion picture theatres in Canada, 721 or 75 per 
cent operated continuously during the 52 weeks of 1936. Of the remaining 238 theatres, 
105 operated for more than 36 weeks, 71 for more than 20 but less than 36 weeks, and 
64 operated for periods varying from 1 to 19 weeks. Theatres operating for fewer than 
52 weeks include new theatres opened during the year, theatres closed either temporar- 
ily or permanently, in addition to theatres in summer resorts and in small towns which 
are open during certain seasons from year to year. 


Theatres are allowed to remain open on Sunday in Quebec province only. Of 
the 154 theatres in Quebec in 1936, 111 or 72 per cent were open 7 days each week; 
another 10 were open 6 days, and the remaining 33 were open for fewer than 6 days per 
week. The proportion of theatres remaining open 6 days per week in other regions varied 
from 43 per cent in the Prairie Provinces to 91 per cent in Ontario. In the Maritime 
Provinces the proportion of full-time theatres was 70 per cent and in British Columbia 
it was 67 per cent. There were 118 theatres in Canada in 1936 which operated generally 
for two nights a week and there were another 60 houses which opened one night per week 
only. These part-time theatres are located in the smaller towns and villages where 
potential attendance varies considerably for different days of the week. 


Number of Performances Per Day 


Of the 959 motion picture theatres in Canada in 1936 there were 318 which 
averaged either one or one and a half complete performances per day. These are located 
chiefly in the smaller centres; the limited extent of their operations is evident from 
the fact that, while they formed about 33 per cent of the total number of houses, they 
accounted for only 6 per cent of the total admissions and receipts. Approximately 37 
per cent of all the theatres averaged 2 or 2 performances per day and these accounted 
for £9 per cent of the total admissions and 26 per cent of the receipts. There were 188 
theatres which gave an average of 3 or 3h performances per day. These formed about 20 
per cent of the total number of houses and accounted for 33 per cent of the admissions 
and 51 per cent of the receipts. There were also 99 theatres which averaged four or 
more complete programs per day and these, while forming only 10 per cent of the total 
number, accounted for 32 per cent of the total admissions and 36 per cent of the re- 
ceipts. The classifications of 14, 2% or 34 performances per day arise from the fact 
that some theatres vary in this respect on different days. Thus a theatre showing one 
performance on Friday, two on Saturday and none on the other days of the week would be 
considered as averaging 14 performances per day of operation. 
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Admissions and Receipts for Theatres Classified According to 


Number of Performances Per Da 1936 
_Admissions 
Number of Performances Average 
Per Day Number Per 

| Number | _% | Number_ _h Theatre 

All Theatres, Total .... {| 100.0 | 127,441,574 [100.0 | 132,890 
RC ae ee pone eer TE 33,2 | 7,322,110 |, 5.8 |e ee 
aie ete, BM, En de : 36.9 | 37,083,216 | 29.1 | 104,754 

8 or si RATE Sera eee 19;6°F 45,766,400 | S20 (ea 

4 aid Over ceccoces ° 10:8 |) 415299, 916 PS2, 4° (eee 


Number of Performances 


Receipts 
Average 


Per Day Per 
Theatre 
$ $ 
All Theatres, Total .... 29,610,500 | 

1 or lp Si ass Keo ite 1,810,100 5,692 
ê or ee 0 00868 2 000 0e0oo 7,790,400 Re 5007 
DIGTROR A ER D 9,292,500 49,427 
4 and over 800000000000 LOSTITES 500 108,258 


Theatres Classified According to Amount of Annual Receipts 


Motion picture houses, like all other business enterprises, vary widely i 
the extent of their operations as measured by the number of paid admissions or amount 


of annual receipts. 


There were 158 theatres each with annual receipts of less than 


$2,500 and these, while forming 17 per cent of the total number, accounted for only 


0.7 per cent of the admissions and receipts. 
55 houses, located chiefly in dom-tom areas 


pictures, each of whose annual receipts reached $100,000 or over. 


comprising only about 6 per cent of the total 
cent of the admissions and 32 per cent of the 
highest for the very small and the very large 
houses in the less than $2,500 -’ass and 29.8 
was lowest, at 19.2 cents, for a group of 134 
between twenty and thirty thousand dollars. 


At the other extreme in size, there wer 
of cities and exhibiting "first-run" 
This group, while 
number of theatres, accounted for 25 pe? 
receipts. Average admission price was : 
theatres, being 25.1 cents for the 158 
cents for the $100,000 businesses. It 
theatres each with annual receipts of 
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Theatres Classified According to Amount of Annual Receipts 


| and Number of Performances Per Da Canada, 1936 


Performances Per D 


Se a 


Amount of 
| Annual Receipts 


Number | Number | % | Number] # [Number] 


. Theatres, Total | 959 [100.0 518 |53.2| 3554 |36.9| 188 [19.6] 99 |{10.3_ 


Less than $2,500. 158 |100.0 152 {83.5 24 115.2 ALAR ia — —— 
82,500 - $4,999 . 90 1109.0 63 170.0 ee 124.4 TE ile Sl ~~ —— 
___ £5,000 - #9,999 . 108 |100.0 65 160.8 OS 11986 An Tr 1 0.5 
__#10,000 - $19,999 164 |1100.0 42 125.6 FOL 16252 BGO. e 4 2.4 
| $20,000 - $29,999 134 1100.0 LS Oar 80 159.7 54 125.4 ‘a DR 
__ $30,000 - $49,999 135 [100.0 | 0? | Ten. 62° 145.9 51 157.8 19, 114.1 
| $50,000 - $99,999 TF7: 100.0 = | — BO) Nee 62 153.0 eo Mige.8 
$100,000 and over 58 {100.0 a Ulett = | == 14 126.4 oo) 175.6 


The above table illustrates the definite relationship which exists between 
the amount of the gross receipts of a theatre and the number of performances which are 
given daily. It shows that large annual receipts are associated with many performances 
per day while the smaller houses are restricted to one or two performances. Theatres 
with gross receipts of less than $5,000 annually are nearly all in the class giving one 
or two performances a day. Theatres with gross receipts of over €50,000 annually all 
give two or more performances daily, while no theatre with gross receipts exceeding 
$100 ,000 gives less than three performances a day. 


Theatres Classified According to Proportion of Single 
and Double Feature Performances 


, Narrative or feature films in the beginning consisted of only one reel of 
about 1,000 feet in length. These gradually developed to six and seven reels and were 
augmented on programs by comedy reels or shorts. Early in the 1920's, super-pictures 

of 8,000 to 12,000 feet began to appear as special attractions, but in the past decade 
the features have been shortened and many theatres now offer two medium-length feature 
pictures on each program. 


There were 313 motion picture houses or about 33 per cent of the total 
number operating in 1936 which reported that they showed single feature performances 
only. Another 212 theatres or 22 per cent of the total indicated that they showed 
only double features, while the remaining 434 establishments reported that they varied 
their programs with both single and double features. Single feature performances are 
most numerous in the small theatres in small localities; 121 or about 77 per cent of 
the houses whose annual gross receipts did not reach $2,500 fell into this class. The 
single feature performance is also of considerable importance in the large first-run 
city theatre. While only 8 of the 53 theatres whose annual receipts were $100,000 or 
more reported that they used single features only, another 1£ of these large houses in- 
dicated that at least 50 per cent of the performances shown were of the single feature 
variety. The double feature performance is most popular in the medium-sized theatre, 
155 houses with annual receipts of between $30,000 and $50,000 being divided in the 
proportions of 42 per cent double feature only, 10 per cent single feature only and 48 
per cent mixed. 


One-half of the 154 theatres operating in Quebec province showed double 
feature performances only while another 20 per cent showed only single features. About 
25 per cent of Ontario's 325 moving picture houses used double features exclusively, 

’ 
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22 per cent showed only single features, while the remainder varied their programs with 


both types. 


The relatively large number of theatres located in the smaller towns in the 


Prairie Provinces and Maritime Provinces result in much larger proportions of single 
feature performance theatres for these regions. About 52 per cent of all theatres in 
the Maritime Provinces were of the single feature variety. In the Prairie Provinces 
the corresponding ratio was 47 per cent. Details for theatres classified according to 
proportion of single and double feature performances shown and by economic divisions 
are shown in Table 6. A similar analysis for theatres classified according to amount 
of annual receipts is given in Table 7. 


In the preceding paragraphs the motion picture theatres themselves were 
the subject of classification. When the actual performances are classified as to 


whether single or double features were shown, it is found that the 559,944 performances 


shown in 1936 were divided in the ratio 37.7 per cent single feature and 62.5 per cent 
double feature. The predominance of the double feature in Quebec is again apparent 
from the fact that 96,098 or 81.4 per cent of the 118,007 performances shown in that 
province in 1936 were double feature. The ratio of double feature to total performan- 
ces was lowest in New Brunswick at 37.5 per cent. Details are given below. 


Number of Single and Double Feature Performances in Motion Picture Theatres 


by Provinces, 1936 


0" ~ | Single Feature | Double Feature 
| 37.7 | 548,904 | 62.8 


Province 


CANADA 
Prince Edward Island ....... R556 
Nova SCOTIA ... ee. coe ss 18,696 
NEW STUB GWLCK enr ses se 15,189 
Quebec .,....09v00e sas 1.909 
QBUSTIO® <2... per ig tea ial 86,974 
MARLON, 6 6 4.056 tisess one nes 18,632 
SEDEECODEWSE eo 200 a.0 ees ral Te es) 
Alberta ..... PR ENT ieee 17,268 
Bertign CAIUMDEA 20. os sons os 16,056 


Program Changes Per Week 


While the length of time that a given theatre may exhibit the same pro- 
gram of pictures may vary with the popularity of the feature film, most motion picture 
houses find it advantageous to have regular and stated times for making program 
changes. Slightly more than one-half of the 959 motion picture theatres in Canada re- 
ported that they generally changed their program twice a week. There were 180 more 
which indicated an average of three program changes per week while another 8 estab- 
lishments, 6 of which were in Quebec province, reported 4. Theatres changing their 
programs only once a week numbered 284 or about 30 per cent of the total and consisted 
in the first instance of the small theatres in small localities operating one or two 
days per week and, in the second place, of the large first-run city houses where a 
popular program may be run continuously for a week or even longer. Almost 80 per cent 
of the theatres with annual receipts below $2,500 and nearly 50 per cent of the bus- 
iness of $100,000 or more changed their programs on an average of once a week. On the 
other hand, two or three program changes per week are almost universal with the 
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medium-size theatres. 


Distribution of Single and Double Bills 


As previously stated a "bill" is the set of films constituting a program 
and shown in a theatre at one complete performance. Bills are spoken of as being 
single or double according as they include one or two feature pictures. In thus clas- 

_sifying a bill no account is taken of other films on the program such as news reels, 
comedies, cartoons or trailers. Each theatre, in making its return to the Census of 
Merchandising and Service Establishments, reported the approximate number of weeks on 
which single and double feature bills were shown, the average number of program chan- 
ges per week and the total number of films rented during the year. From these data 
there could be calculated the approximate number of single and double feature bills 
which each theatre used. Since the same films are used by many theatres the aggrega- 
tes of the figures thus derived have little significance in themselves but the per- 
centage distribution of these totals as between single and double feature is indica- 
tive of the relative popularity of the two types of bill used. This percentage dis- 
tribution is shown below for theatres classified according to amount of annual 
receipts. The almost universal use of the single bill in the small houses is apparent; 
94 per cent of the bills used by theatres with less than $2,500 annual receipts be- 
longed to this class. As the size of theatre increases the proportion of Single bills 
used is seen to decline until a minimum for this type is reached for theatres with 
annual receipts of between $50,000 and $100,000. With still larger theatres the 

_ Single bill becomes more popular again, these large first-run city houses playing a 

considerable number of good outstanding features as single bills. 


Distribution of Single and Double Feature Bills for Theatres 
Classified According to Amount of Annual Receipts 1936 


PANRREREUS Number BNP 
a of “Double 
| Theatres | Number| % [Number] % [Number] £ 


All Theatres, Total .... 85,909 [100.0 ae ape lanta 43,489 |50.6 


Less than #2,500 ..... 158 | 5,572 [100.0 
$2,500 - $4,999 ...... 90 5,034 [100.0 
#5,000 - #9,999 ...... 108 9,668 [100.0 
#10,000 - #19,999 .... 164 18,469 [100.0 
$20,000 - #29,999 .... 134 15,462 [100.0 
#30,000 - #49,999 .... 135 15,393 [100.0 
€50,000 - #99,999 .... 117 12,252 [100.0 
#100,000 and over .... 53 4,059 [100.0 


Country of Origin of Films 


Theatre owners, when reporting on their operations for 1936, were asked 
“to state the number of feature films shown during the year classified according to 
their country of origin. In some cases no such records were available but 78 per 
cent of the theatres were able to give some information on this subject and an an- 
alysis of the results for these is given in the following table. Since the same 
film may have many prints and these may be shown in many theatres, it is apparent 
that figures thus obtained are not indicative either of the total number of films 
used or of the relative numbers of films imported from different countries. The 
igures are considered, however, to be at least indicative to some degree of the 
usage of films from different sources. According to the results obtained, 89.7 per 
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cent of the films (prints) used were produced in the United States, 5.2 per cent were 
from Great Britain, 5.0 per cent from France and only 0.1 per cent from other countrie 
Naturally the percentage of French films used in Quebec province was higher than for — 
the Dominion as a whole. Here, 19.4 per cent of all films (prints) used were of Frene 
origin. 


e Distribution of Features Used According to Country of Origin, 
by Provinces, 1956 


Percentag 


Percentage of Total Features Reported 
Produced eee 


Province ae ihe Great Other 
Ue DER eee TR __ Countries _ 

CANARAN SR RE. 8967 Boe 
Prince Edward Island .. Dien 0 
Nave. OCOULBia swam ete 96.0 5-9 
New Brunswick ...c. pie one 95.0 Soe 
ty Gis va dees; RE ee 75.9 4.7 
Ontario 650900000000 94.8 5.4 
MSE EODRH LE ce de camer « 95.4 4,5 
Saskatchewan 0.606000 5.0 
De 3 Pak 
Bay 


Efficiency of Theatres 


_ The average percentage of seats occupied at each performance gives some in 
dication of the standard of performance of a motion picture theatre. A full house at 
every performance, in which case 100 per cent of the seats would be occupied, would 
indicate a maximum standard of performance while a ratio of less than 100 per cent 
would indicate, of course, that all seats were not occupied for each showing of a pic- 
ture. In making its report, each theatre indicated its total admissions for the year, 
its seating capacity and also certain other information which permitted the calcula- 
tion of the total number of performances showm. The ratio for any theatre may be foun 


by expressing the average number of admissions per performance as a percentage of its 
seating capacity. 


Aggregate figures for all theatres show that 29 per cent of the seating 
capacity was utilized at each performance in 1936. This ratio varies considerably for 
theatres operating under various conditions. It averaged somewhat higher at 30 per 
cent for theatres in places of 100,000 population and over compared with 27 per cent 
for theatres in smaller localities. It also varied inversely with the seating capaci 
averaging £7 per cent for all theatres with a seating capacity of 800 seats or over 
compared with Se per cent for houses with fewer than 400 seats. A summary of these 
ratios for theatres classified as to seating capacity and size of locality in which 
they are located is given on the following page. 
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Aversge Percentage of Seating Capaci Utilized for Theatres Classified 
as to Size of Locality and Number of Seats, 1936 


Monet of Seats 


a Den orcs aa 400 - | Less than 
Population All 800 799 400 
Bees eee ew |] theabres:| seats .|. peats..l. seats. 


% % fp 

All Places, Total .... 29 Paid 88. 

POD SOONER AUOVEL “acs selec + op RL 50 ras) 47 
OR a cuae come sas cu il £6 de 
hese Then 10,000 4... ee vas 25 29 


The percentages shown above are weighted figures in which a large house 
has more weight in determining the final results than a smaller theatre. Regard has 
also been taken of the varying number of performances which different theatres show. 
Results for individual establishments vary widely from these weighted averages. Of 
the 959 theatres there were 14 for which the ratio was less than 10 per cent while 


| for 126 or about 13 per cent of the total number it was more than 50 per cent. More 
_ than one-half of all the theatres (56 per cent) had a ratio lying between 20 per cent 
… and 40 per cent. The average unweighted ratio for all theatres obtained by summing 


all the individual percentages and dividing by 959 works out at 34 per cent compared 


_wWith the 29 per cent obtained by the weighted method. Tables 10 and 11 show distribu- 


tions of theatres classified according to these efficiency ratios by size of locality 
and by economic divisions. 


It is recognized that the operating efficiency of a motion picture thea- 


tre does not depend only upon the average proportion of the total seats filled at 


each performance. Capital investments and fixed operating expenses must be considered. 


Nevertheless, considerable interest attaches to the way in which this ratio varies for 


_ theatres operating under different conditions as to size of locality, seating capacity 


and number of performances shown per day. 


Itinerant Operators 


The provinces of Prince Edward Island, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and 
British Columbia issue licenses to operators with movable apparatus, permitting them 
to travel from place to place and exhibit their pictures in concert halls. In 1936, 


44 of these operators, working principally in Saskatchewan and Alberta, reported gross 


1936: 


Ci 


_ receipts of $132,800 and total paid admissions of 502,653. The following table pre- 


sents the information available covering the operations of this class of exhibitor in 


1936 


Number Reporting ....ceco. an 44 
Pepe. RECOUNTS Jans ioc viuar ace sw : 13e) D00 
Number of Admissions ..cccccoee 502,653 
Employees ~ (Male ..c:60000000 21 

CH BMELC Ciclety waxes 5 
Salaries and Weges ..cecccecess $11,500 


Theatre owners contract each year with an exchange for their supply of 
ilms. These exchanges, functioning as distributing agencies, are generally owned or 


Tr 


controlled by producers. Usually they are classed as wholesale distributors, but thei 
function differs from that of the wholesaler of merchandise in that their product is 
not sold, but merely rented to the exhibitors. The "purchase" of a film implies only 
the right to exhibit it for a given number of days and, in most cases, an additional 
number of days clearance before a nearby competitor can exhibit the same film. 


The 1936 returns record 66 film exchanges operating in Canada with re- 
ceipts from film rentals and other sources of $7,547,700. This is an 8.2 per cent in- 
crease over 1935. There were 378 males and 27e females employed by the film exchanges 
in 1936, the annual payroll amounting to $1,008,400. 


Table 1.--Summary of Motion Picture Theatre Statistics, 1936 


Number Number of Salaries 


(18 


Province of __ Employees __ and Receipts 
L Theatres | Male Wages 
$ $ 

CA eee eee ___ 959 PR pes 29,610, 300 
PrRIMCte ZOwear a ASLAN, 2. eee 4 103,200 
NOVGMECOD OG eras thes viseisee oor on 55 196,800 Li elt, eu 
New Brunswick ...... 2eseosvo | 34 1154300 775,400 
QUEDE CT ok ves 60 cee Pit aes se : 154 842,100 6,245,200 
Out 6) EAP aaa k's «hard METTRE 388 2,154,800 | 12,888,400 
NESS OWE! ater g res re tros fie 584 , 900 25007, LOO 
Saskatchewan ...6009 TU a) shale Leo £26,800 1,369,300 
Alberta ...... i. ones o> Ee ee 87 347 , 900 1,734,100 
British Columbial®) ........., 100 3,270,000 


699,000 


(1) Not including amusement, taxes. 
(2) Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
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List of Theatres and Buildings in Canada Having Permanent Sound 
and Projection Equipment and Operated for the Commercial Showing of 


Motion Pictures During at Least Part of 1936 


Charlottetown - Capitol 


" - Prince Edward 


Amherst - Capitol 
Annapolis Royal ~ King's 
Antigonish — Capitol 

x - Celtic 


Barrington Passage - Goudey 


Berwick - Bligh's 
Bridgetown - Strand 
Bridgewater - Empire 
Canso ~ Ideal 
Chester - Strand 
“Clark's Harbour - Vimy 
Dartmouth - Capitol 

M. = Dundas 

2 - Royal 
Digby - Bijou 
Dominion ~ Dominion 
Freeport - New Era 
Glace Bay - Russell 

" " — Savoy 


Atholville - Atholville 
Bathurst - Opera House 
Campbellton - Capitol 
Chatham = Capitol 
Chipman - Chipman 
Dalhousie - Opera House 
Edmundston - Casino 

5 - Star 
Fairville - Gaiety 
Fredericton - Capitol 

" - Gaiety 


Grand Falls - Opera House 


Prince Edward Island 


Montague - McLean's 


Nova Scotia 
em me mule Eos 


Halifax - Capitol 

ÿ - Casino 

: - Community 
- Family 
$ - Gaiety 
- Garrick 
- Orpheus 
Inverness - Palace 
Kentville ~ Capitol 
Liverpool - Astor 
Lockeport - Hayden 
Lunenburg - Capitol 
Middleton — Capitol 
New Glasgow ~ Academy 

" Li ~ Reseland 

New Waterford - Majestic 
North Sydney ~ Rivoli 
Parrsboro ~ Community 


New Brunswick 
reat ewe Sage "7" Paname Ml 


Grand Manan - Happy Hour 
Hartland - Neighbourhood 
McAdam - Capitol 
Minto ~ Gaiety 
Moncton - Capitol 

ny - Empress 

R - Imperial 

Newcastle ~ Opera House 
Plaster Rock - Community 
St. Andrews - Marina 
St. George - Opera House 


Summerside - Capitol 


Pictou - Capitol 
River Hebert - Palace 
Shelburne — Magnet 
Springhill - Capitol 
Stellarton - Jubilee 
Sydney - Capitol, 

" ~ Casino 

M, = Strand 
Sydney Mines - Strand 
Tiverton - Tiverton 
Truro — Capitol 

M. — Strand 
Westport - Strickland's 
Westville - Roxy 
Weymouth — Community 
Windsor - Imperial 
Wolfville ~ Orpheum 
Yarmouth - Majestic 


St. John - Capitol 

q 3 Community 

3 " — Empire 

1" " — Mayfair 

n " — Opera House 

Le " — Regent 

a " — Strand 
St. Stephen - Queen 
Sackville - Imperial 
Sussex -— Strand 
Woodstock - Capitol 


J 


Amos — Salle Paroissiale 
Asbestos ~ Asbestos 
Aylmer - Aylmer 
Beauharnois ~ Ideal 
Bedford - Bedford 


Bienville --Academie de Musique " 


Brownsburg ~ Princess 
Buckingham - Oasis 
Chateauguay Basin - Alamo 
Chicoutimi ~ Capitol 
Coaticook ~ Rivoli 
Cowansville - Princess 
Dolbeau — Imperial 
Drummondville = Rialto 
Duparquet - Beattie 
Fast Angus - Royal 
Farnham - Rialto 
Granby - Cartier. 

à - Palace 
Grand Mère - National 
Hull - Laurier 
Huntingdon ~ O'Connor 
Joliette - Capitol 

1 ~ Passe Temps 


Jonquiere - Aiglon 


ft 


- Salle Empire 


Lachute - Rex ' 
Lac Megantic - Bijou 


La Tuque - 


Empire 


Levis - Cinema de Levis 
Longueuil ~ Radio 


Louisville 


~ Le Parisien 


Magog :- Cinema de Paris 
M - Wonderland - 


Maniwaki — 
Marieville 


Plaza 
~ National 


Matane ~ Salle Nationale 
Mont Joli - Mont Joli 
Montreal - Amherst - 
inet? - Arcade 
7 - Belmont 
" ~ Broadway 
fi - Cameo 
i - Canada 
# - Canadien 
~ Capitol 
F - Cartier 
" - Centre 
A - Century 
Le ~ Chateau 


* - Corona 


~ Cinema de Paris 


MP 5 ee 


Quebec 


Montreal - Crystal Palace 


" - Dominion 


L - Electra 

a - Empress 
"(Lachine) - Empress 
Fairyland 

n - Francais 

" ~ Granada 

a ~ His Majesty's 
Le - Hollywood 

ul ~ Imperial 

u - King Edward 
. - Laval 

4 ~ Lido 

a - Loew's 

- Lord Nelson 
- Maisonneuve 
u ~ Majestic 

# - Mayfair 

a - Midway 

ie ~ Monkland 

A - Mount Royal 
Wi - National 

My - Orleans 

i - Orpheum 

ñ - Outremont 

L - Palace 

- Papineau 
(Verdun) - Park 

4 ~ Passe-Temps 
"= Perron Hall 
¥ + Plaza 

+ Princess 

m ~ Regent 

n Rex 

# - Rialto 

- Rivoli 

~ Rosemont 


! 


" 


Port Alfred - Chateau 
Quebec City - Arlequin 
Wy " — Canadien 
- Capitol : 
- Cartier 


- Classic 
it " — Empire 

~ Francais 
- Princess 
- Rialto 

- Victoria 
Rawdon - Copping 
Richmond — Richmond 
Rigaud — Vimy 

Rimouski - Le Bon 


Riviere du Loup = Princess 


Rock Island - Border 

Rouyn ~ Alexander Hall 
"= Rouyn. 

St. Agathe — Roxy 


st. Agathe desMonts - Alhambra 
Ste. Anne de Bellevue - Rex 
St. Georges East -St. Georges 


St. Hyacinthe .- Corona 


: NM. — Maska . 
St. Jerome ~ Rex 
St. Johns - Capitol 

4 "= Imperial 
St. Joseph d'Alma - Alma 
St. Lambert - Victoria 
Ste.Marie de Beauce: - Bellevue 
St. Therese deBlainville - Rox 
Senneterre — Senneterre 


Shawinigan Falls - Auditorium 


Sherbrooke — Cinema de Paris 


i" - Granada 
: - Premier 


"(Lachine)-Royal Alexandra Sorel ~ Eden 


- St; Denis 
Le - Seville 

- Star 

4 Starland 
# - Stella 

Li - Strand 


ñ - System 


{ 


"(Verdun)— Verdun Palace # 


" - Westmount 
Noranda - Noranda 
Pointe au Pic - Casino 


Pointe Gatineau ~ Regent 


Terrebonne - Salle Poitras 


Thetford Mines - Flite 


Three Rivers - Capitol 
"W gt 


n LU - Imperial 


- Rialto | 
Valdor - Palace 

~ Princess 
Valleyfield - Royal 
Victoriaville - Victoria 
Waterloo - Starland 
Windsor Mills - Regent 


" " 


- Cinema de Paris 


- Cinema de Pari 


Acton — Gregory 
Almonte - O'Brien 
Amherstburg — Liberty 
Ansonville - Empire 
Arnprior - O'Brien 
Aurora - Royal 
Aylmer - Capitol 
Barrie - Capitol 

ft - Roxy 
Belleville - Belle 

ñ - Capitol 
Blenheim - Temple 
Blind River - Palace 
Bowmanville - Royal 
Bracebridge - Strand 
Brampton - Capitol 
Brantford - Brant 

° - Capitol 
Brockville - Capitol 
Burlington - Hume 
Campbellford ~ Hollywood 
Cannington — Aldersey 
 Capreol - Audion 
Cardinal - Savoy 
Carleton Place - Star 
Chapleau - Regent 
Chatham - Capitol 

d ~ Granada 
Chesterville - Community 
Clinton - Roxy 
Cobalt - Classic 
Cobourg ~ Capitol 
Cochrane — Empire 
Collingwood - Gayety 


cd - Regent 
Cornwall - Capitol 
dé - Palace 


Creighton Mines ~ Regent 
Delhi - Capitol 

Dresden ~ Majestic 
Dryden - Strand 

Dundas - Majestic 
Dunnville - Hollywood 
Englehart — Palace 
Espanola — Princess 
Essex — Rio 

Exeter - Leavitt's 
Fergus - Grand 

Forest - Kineto 

Fort Erie North - Bellard 
Fort Frances - Royal 
Fort William ~ Orpheum 


- 81 - 


Ontario 


Fort William — Royal 
Galt - Capitol 
Gananoque — Delaney 
Georgetown - Gregory 
Geraldton - Strand 
Goderich ~ Capitol 
Gore Bay — Community Hall 
Grimsby - Moore's 
rats - Capitol 
- Royal 

Hagersville - Regah 
Hamilton - Capitol 

di - Delta 

i - Empire 

us ~ Granada 

; - Gregory 
- Kenilworth 

? - Kenmore 

A - Lyceum 

" ~ Lyric 

# - Main 

j - Palece 

il - Playhouse 

, ~ Queen's 

2 - Regent 

. - Royal 

. - Strand 

Vs - Tivoli 

ñ - Westdale 
Hanover — Paramount 
Harriston ~ Queens 
Hawkesbury - Ottawan 
Hearst - New Royal 
Hespeler ~ Queens 
Hornepayne - Lyric 
Huntsville - King George 
Ingersoll - Maitland 


Kapuskasing — Community Club 


Kenora - Derry's Palace 
Kincardine ~ Blue Water 
Kingston - Capitol 

a - Tivoli 
Kingsville ~ Roxy 
Kirkland Lake - Capitol 


" " - Strand 

", " — Uptown 
Kitchener - Capitol 

2: - College 

” - Lyric 


Leamington — Capitol 
Leaside - Bayview 
Lindsay ~ Academy 


Lindsay - Kent 
Listowel - Princess 
London - Capitol 
" — Centre 
ff 4 Grand 
"M — Loew's 
"  — Palace 
a - Patricia 
i - Rex 
Long Branch — Royal 
Meaford — Capitol 
Midland - Capitol 
Milton — Princess 
Mimico - Rex 
Morrisburg - Cameo 
Mount Dennis - Mount Dennis 
Mount Forest - Lauder 
Napanee - Granada 
New Hamburg — Regent 
New Liskeard - Empire 
Newmarket - Palace 
New Toronto - Capitol 
nae wks Falls - Capitol 
j - Hollywood 
North Bay - Capitol 
Oakville - Gregory 
Orangeville ~ Uptown 
Orillia — Opera House 
" - Princess 
Oshawa - Mark's 
" ~ Regent 
Ottawa - Avalon 
" ~ Capitol 
. - Centre 
"= Columbia 
‘ - Francais 
nu - Imperial 
- Mayfair 
1 = Regent 
ut ~ Rexy 
# - Rialto 
. - Rideau 
à - Victoria 
Owen Sound — Classic 
" " ~ Savoy 
Paris - Capitol 
Parry Sound - Royal 
Pembroke ~ O'Brien 
Penetanguishene - Esquire 
Perth - Perth 
Peterborough - Capitol 
be ~ Regent 


Petrolia ~ Iroquois 
Picton ~ Regent 
Port Arthur - Colonial 

N "= lyceum 
Port Carling - Island Park 
Port Colborne - Strand 
Port Dover = Gem 
Port Elgin - Elgin 
Port Hope - Capitol 
Preston - Park ‘: 
Rainy River - Gaiety 
Renfrew - O'Brien’ 
Ridgetown - Palace 
ic Catharines - Capitol 


” ~ Granada 

St. Mary's - Lyric 
St. Thomas - Capitol 

L "= Columbia 

i M. + Granada 
Sarnia ~ Imperial 
Sault Ste. Marie = Algoma 

a : " = Princess 


Schumacher - Mascioli's 
Seaforth - Regent 
Simcoe — Capitol 

mm — Lyrie 
Sioux Lookout ~ Mayfair 
Smith's Falls ~ Capitol 


Smooth Rock Falls - Falls Hail 
Mascioli's 


South Porcupine — 
Stirling - Stirling 
Stouffville - Stanley 
Stratford - Classic 
4 ~ Majestic 
Strathroy ~ King 
Sturgeon Falls - Regent 
AT - Capitol 
- Grand 
7 ~ Regent 
Sutton West — Simcoe 
Thessalon — Empire 
Thorold - Tivoli 
Tilbury - Plaza 
Tillsonburg ~ Capitol 
Timmins - Goldfields 
ñ - Palace 
Toronto ~ Academy 
“4 - Adelphi 
” - Alhambra 
is - Allenby 
. - Apollo 
- Arcadian 


a See 


Ontario (Cont'd.) - 


Toronto 
" 


Aster 
Avalon 
Beach 
Beaver 
Bedford 
Belsize 
Beverly 
Bluebell 
Bloor 
Bloordale 
Bonita 
Brighton 
Broadview 
Brock 
Cameo 
Capitol 
Carlton 
Casino 
Century 
Chateau 
Christie 
Circle 
Classic 
College 
College 
Cresent 
Crown 
Doric 
Duchess 
Eastwood 
Eclipse 
Eglinton 
Embassy 
Family 
Garden 
Gerrard 
Granada 
Grant 
Grover 
Guild 
Hillcrest 
Hippodrome 
Hollywood 
Hudson 

Ideal 

Imperial 

Iola 

Kenwood 

King 

King's Playhouse 
Kingswood 
Kitchener 


Playhouse 


Kum 0. 
Lansdowne 
La Plaza 
# - La Rita 
fe - Liberty 
- Loew's 
- Lyndhurst 
- Madison 
uy - Major Rogers Roa 
" - Major St. Clair 
n - Mayfair 
n - National. 
fl - Oakwood . 
us - Odeon 
: - Oriole 
1 - Orpheum 
- Oxford 
L — Palace 
4 - Paramount 
" ~ Parkdale 
a - Parliament 
5 — Photodrome 
: - Pickford 
ñ - Prince Edward 
" - Prince of Wales 
fr - Queen 
" - Radio City 
ñ - Regent 
U - Revue 
4 - Rex 
" - Rialto 
" - Roxy 
" - Royal 
i ~ Royal Alexandra 
" - Royal George 
e ~ Royce 
H - Runnymede 
u - St. Clair 
: - Strand 
" Tivoli 
bs Ukranian Temple 
à - Uptown 
"(Forest Ge a ee _ Village 
+ York 
RS - Capitol 
- Trent 
Re - Strand 
Walkerton — Rienville 
Wallaceburg — Capitol 
Welland - Capitol 
Weston ~ Weston 
Whitby - Brock 


Toronto — 
{1 ake 


J 


Wiarton — Berford 
Williamsburg ~ Picadilly 
Windsor - Capitol 

nt - Empire 

4 - Palace 


Binscarth - Bourget's 
Birtle ~ Savoy 
Bissett - Community Theatre 
Boissevain - Victoria 
Bowsman - Happyland 
Brandon ~ Capitol 

M: — Oak 

a - Strand 
Carman - Memorial Hall 
Dauphin ~ Dauphin 
Deloraine ~- Jubilee 
East Kildonan - Roxy 
Elkhorn - McLeod's Hall 
Emerson —- De Luxe 
‘Flin Flon - Northland 

“ ff ae Rex 
Gilbert Plains - Orland 
Gladstone - Revilo 
Glenboro - Roxy 
Killarney — Lyceum 
Manitou — Kino 
Melita - Melita 
Minnedosa ~ Lyric 
Morden — Starland 
Morris - Princess 
Neepawa — Roxy 


Abbey - Community 
Arborfield - Rocklin 
Arcola ~ Princess 
Assiniboia - Olympia 
Bengough - Bengough 
Bienfait - Legion 
Biggar - Majestic 
Broadview - S. 0. E. 
Cabri — Rex 
Canora - Royal 
Carlyle - Community Hall 
Clearwater Lake - Pavilion 
Climax - Community 
Conquest ~ Coliseum 
Craik - Pallas 

ut Knife ~ Cut Knife 


Sees 


Ontario (Cont'd.) - 


Windsor - Regent 
a - Royal 
M Temple 
a Tivoli 


§ 


Norwood - Plaza 


Windsor - Vanity 

Wingham ~ Lyceum 

Woodstock ~ Capitol 
: - Princess 


Winnipeg — De Luxe 


Portage la Prairie = Elite f - Fox 

" " e - Playhouse " - Furby 
Roblin ~ lyric # - Gaiety 
Rossburn — Rossburn ‘ - Garrick 
St. Boniface = Baddow " (St. James) -King's 
St. Vital — Onyx y - Leland 

il M — Windsor " - Lyceum 

Selkirk - Central : - Mac's 
Shoal Lake — Shoal Lake Hall x - Metropolitan 
Souris — Avalon : mn - Orpheum 
Stonewall - Stonewall Community " - Osborne 
Swan River - Palace “ - Palace 
The Pas — Roxy + - Park 
Transcona - Transcona Lu - Province 
Virden ~ Auditorium " - Regent 
Wadhope ~ Wadhope fl - Rialto 
Winnipeg ~ Arlington p - Rose 

: - Beacon " = Starland 

" - Bijou : - Times 

i ~ Capitol a - Tivoli 

" (St. James) - Classic " ~ Uptown 

1 - College Le - Wonderland 

à - Colonial Winnipeg Beach - Beach 

, - Corona Winnipegosis ~ Rex 

i ~ Crescent | 

Saskatchewan 


Davidson ~ Pallas 
Dinsmore ~ Gaiety 
Dodsland - Dodsland 
East End - Pastime 
Eatonia ~ Frank's 
Elrose — Elrose 
Esterhazy - Community 
Estevan ~ Orpheum 
Eston - Eston 

Foam Lake — Foam Lake 
Fort Qu! Appelle ~ Dick's 
Fox Valley - Fox Valley 
Golden Prairie ~ Rex 
Govan — Pastime 
Gravelbourg ~ Legion 
Grenfell - Windsor 


Gull Lake — Lyceum 
Hodgeville - Myers 
Hudson's Bay Jcet.-Legion 
Humboldt - Lux 

Imperial - Lyceum 

Indian Head - Auditorium 
Kamsack - Elite 
Kelvington ~ Gaiety 
Killiker - Community 
Kerrobert — Orpheum 
Kindersley — Rex 
Kinistino - Marlowe's 
Kipling - Kipling 

Kyle - Kyle 

La Fleche ~ Globe 
Langenburg - Capitol 


Lashburn - Community Hall 


Leader ~ Star 
Leask - Marks 


Lemberg - Lemberg Community 


Limerick - Palace 
Lloydminster - Empress 
Lucky Lake - Mirror 


Luseland — Luseland Community 


Macklin - Memorial Hall 
Maidstone = Maidstone 
Maple Creek ~ Grand 
Marsden - Community 
Melfort ~ Grand 
Melville - Princess 
Meyronne - Municipal 
Moose Jaw - Capitol 

M, M" — Orpheum 

1 "= Royal 

i" ere Savoy 
Moosomin — Lyric 
Morse ~ Town Hall 
Mossbank - Rose 
Naicam - Community 
Neilburg - Community 
Nipawin ~ Nipawin 


Banff - Lux 
Bashaw - Lyric 
Bellevue = Cole's 
Big Valley - Lyceum 
Blairmore = Orpheum 
Brooks ~ Gayety 
Burdett ~- Community 
Cadomin — Cadomin 
Calgary - Capitol 
n - Crescent 
n - Grand 
- Isis 
- Kinema 
n ~ Plaza 
- Palace 
# - Strand 
- Tivoli 
n - Variety 
Camrose ~ Bailey 
Canmore - Opera House 
Cardston ~ Palace 
Castor - Pekin Hall 
Champion ~ Champion 
Chauvin - Chauvin 
Claresholm - Rex 


eae 


Saskatchewan (Cont'd.) - 


Nokomis - Nokomis 
Norquay — Norquay 


North Battleford - Empress 


Outlook - Lyric 
Oxbow - Palladium 
Pelly - Pelly Memorial 
Perdue ~ Onyx 
Plato - Plato Community 
Prince Albert —- Orpheum 

H Ny = Strand 
Punnichy ~ Planchet's 
Radisson ~ Town Hall 
Radville - Princess 
Raymore — Raymore 
Regina ~ Capitol 

Ne -Grend 

" - Metropolitan 

nH  -— Rex 

" - Roxy 
Riverhurst - Hollywood 
Resetown - Unique 
Rose Valley ~ Pioneer 
Rosthern ~ Orpheum 
saskatoon - Capitol 

5 - Daylight 


Alberta 


Coal Valley - Community 
Coleman - Palace 
Coronation - Star 
Dewberry - Community 
Drumheller - Napier 
East Coulee - Star 


Edgerton ~ Edgerton 
Edmonton - Avenue 
se - Capitol 


~ Dreamland 
- Empress 
L - Gem 
~ Princess 
à ~ Rialto 
4 - Strand 
Edson - New Edson 
Fort McMurray — Fort 
Grande Prairie ~ Capitol 
Granum - Starland 
Hanna - Capitol 
Hardisty - Kiefer's 
High River - Wales 
Hillcrest ~ Cole's 
Irma ~ Kiefer's 
Jasper ~ Chaba 


Saskatoon — Ritz 

ft - Roxy 

at - Tivoli 
Sceptre - Palace 
Semans ~— Coliseum 
Shaunavon ~— Plaza 
otar City - Roxy | 
Swift Current — Eagle 

" " - Lyric 

Tisdale - Falkon 
Turtleford — Recreation 
Unity - Star 
Val Marie -.Val Marie 
Vanguard ~ Vanguard 
Viscount - Community 
Wadena ~ G. W. V. A. Hall 
Watrous - Little Maniteu 
Watson - Star 
Weyburn - Hi-Art 
Whitewood — Rex 
Wilkie - Marnel 
Willow Bunch - Willow Bunch 
Wolseley ~ Savoy 
Wynyard ~ Legion 
Yorkton -- Roxy 


Lacombe - Avalon 
Lethbridge - Capitol 
nl - Roxy 

Luscar - Luscar 
Macleod - Empress 
Magrath ~ Empress 
Mayerthorpe — Mayerthorpe 
Medicine Hat ~ Monarch 


" " = New Dreamlan 


Mirror ~ Grand 


Mountain Park - Mountain Par 


Nordegg - Empress 

Olds - Mayfair 

Paradise Valley - Valley 
Peace River ~ Boyd 
Picture Butte - Melody 


Pincher Creek - Opera Hous 


Ponoka ~ Empress 
Provost - Royal 
Raymond ~ Capitol 
Red Deer - Crescent 


Rockfort Bridge - Rockfort 
Rocky Mountain House - Pastime 


St. Paul - Elite 
Sangudo ~ Sangudo 


Sedgewick ~ Sedgewick 
Sexsmith ~ Grand 
Stettler ~ Stettler 
Strathmore - Hirtle's 


Abbotsford - Abbotsford 
Armstrong - Star 
Ashcroft - Ash: 

Athalmer - Athalmer 
Atlin - Globe - 

Bralorne - Community Hall 


Britannia Beach - Tunnel Hall 


Chilliwack - Strand 
Courtenay - Bickle 
Cranbrook - Star 
Creston - Grand 
Cumberland - Ilo Ilo 
Dawson Creek - Carlsania 
Duncan — Capitol 

. Fernie - Orpheum 

Grand -Forks - Granada 
Greenwood — Greenwood 
Hedley - Community 
Hollyburn - Hollyburn 
Kamloops ~ Capitol 
Kelowna - Empress 
Kimberley ~ Orpheum 
Ladner - Ladner 
Ladysmith — Rialto 
Langley Prairie — Langley 
Masset - Masset Hall 
Merritt - Rex 

Michel - Opera House 
Mission City - Victory 
Nanaimo - Capitol 

De - Strand 
Natal - Opera House 
Nelson - Capitol 


LEA 


Alberta (Cont'd.) - 
Sylvan Lake - Uptown 
Taber - Rex 


Vegreville — Vimy 
Vermilion - Columbia 


British Columbia 


New Westminster - Columbia 


Viking - Elks 
Wainwright - Elite 
Wayne ~ Rex 
Wetaskiwin - Audien 


Vancouver — Globe 


# 4 - Edison " - Grandview 
” " - Westminster ñ - Hollywood 
North Vancouver - Lonsdale 5 - Kerrisdale 
Oak Bay - Oak Bay " - Kingsway 
Ocean Falls - Pacific Mills ke - Kitsilano 

Oliver - Oliver n - Little 
Penticton - Empress 8 - Lyric 
Port Alberni = Capitol " - Marpole 
att Li - Port " - Music Box 
Port Alice - Port Alice F - Olympia 
Powell River ~ Patricia i ~ Orpheum 
Premier = Community Hall " ~ Plaza 
Prince George ~ Strand à - Princess 
Prince Rupert - Capitol # - Regent 
Princeton - Capitol 1 - Rex 
Quesnel - Rex u - Royal 
Revelstoke -~ Province À - Stanley 
Rossland - Capitol i - Star 
Salmon Arm - Rex x - Strand 
Sointula - Opera House e - Victoria 
Stewart — Opera House ui - Windsor 


Trail - Liberty 
ly - Rialto 
Vancouver — Alma 
yieratt - Beacon 
à - Broadway 
n - Capitol 
y - Colonial 
i - Dominion 
" - Dunbar 
" - Fairview 
5 - Fraser 


Yukon 


Dawson City - Dawson Family 


Vernon - Empress 
Victoria - Atlas 

1 _ = Capitol 

5 - Columbia 

LL - Dominion 

À - Plaza 
Wells — Sunset 
West Summerland - Rialto 
Westview — Roxy 
Williams Lake - Oliver 
Wingdam ~ Wingdam Hall 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 


MOTION PICTURES IN CANADA, 193? 


Summary, 


The Annual Survey of Motion.Picture Theatres in Canada, made by the Cen- 
sus of Merchandising and Service Establishments, for the year 1937 shows a total 
attendance of 134,374,061 and box-office receipts of $32,499,300, exclusive of ‘amuse— 
ment taxes and collections of itinerant operators, thus recording a substantial in- 
crease both in receipts and admissions for the fourth consecutive year. These figures 
compared with those for 1956 show increases of 9.8 per cent in amount of receipts and 
5o4 per cent in number of admissions. The difference in these percentage increases — 
indicates a slight rise in the average price of admission from 23.2 cents in 1936 to 
24.2 cents in 1937. The number of permanently equipped theatres in operation was 
1,047, up by 88 from 1936, this increase being due partly to new construction, but 
largely to new permanent installations made in public halls in the Western Provinces. 
There were 5,294 mele anc 1,656 female employees in Canadian theatres during the year. 
The total payroll was $5,627,300, an increase of $698,600 over 1936, In addition to 
the theatres shown in the general tables in this report, 59 itinerant operators were 
reported as having receipts of $78,300 for 408,813 paid admissions to their travelling 
shows. 

Ta, 

Provincial summaries show paid admission increases in all provinces ex- 
cept Saskatchewan. Alberta led-with a gain of 7.3 per cent due largely to the de- 
velopment of several halls previously operated by itinerant operators into full-_ 
fledged motion-picture houses. Ontario was second in point of view of increased 
attendance with an increase of 6.4 per cent followed by Manitoba with 6.2 per cent; 
British Columbia, 5.7 per cents Quebec, 5.3 per cents; Prince Edward Island, 4.6 per 

cent; New Brunswick, 4.2 per cent; Nova Scotia, 0.8 per cent; while admissions in 
Saskatchewan dropped off 2.0 per cent. The average price of admission, exclusive of 
amusement taxes, varied from 27.9 cents in Prince Edward Island to 21.9 cents in New 
Brunswick as followss Prince Edward Island, 27.9; Alberta, 26.0; Saskatchewan, 25.53 
Ontario, 25.2; British Columbia, «5.6; Nova Scotia, 23.1; Quebec, 22.8; Manitoba, 
eeo73 and New Brunswick, 21.9, 


The total. seating capacity of Canadian theatres was increased by 35,410, 
reaching a total of 601,611 seats during 1937, 28 per cent of which, on an average, 
was occupied at each performance. Based on Canada's estimated population of 11,120,- 


000 in 1937, the Dominion was provided with one theatre for every 10,620 persons and 
one theatre seat for every 18 persons. 


ee 


For the first time data are available covering the value of the property 
and equipment used by motion-picture exhibitors, The total reported value of $67,- 
538,400 is made up of $15,469,100 for land, $39,518,600 for buildings, and $12,550,- 
700 for equipment. The average total value per theatre in Canada is slightly more 
than $64,500. . 


LE. À survey was also made of stage presentations both along with and without 
the motion-picture program. During 1937 only 252 theatres out of the total of 1,047 
gave performances from the stage, 108 theatres gave a total of 1,104 amateur night 
performances, 141 theatres gave 4,389 days of professional vaudeville in addition to 
their picture programs, and 38 theatres were opened for 374 days to legitimate, pro- 
fessional stage shows. 


Slightly more than one~half of Canada's theatres are operated under inde- 
pendent or single ownership; that is, by persons or companies owning only one estab- 
lishment. Another 119-are operated by owners of either 2 or 3 units, while 359 
theatres are operated by corporations or individuals owning 4 or more establishments. 
The "independents" receipts amounted to $9,511,200 or 28.7 per cent of the totals 8.5 
per cent went to those owing 2 or 3 theatres, while 62.8 per cent of the total re- 
ceipts were taken by those owning four theatres or more. 


Per Capita Expenditure 


The per capita expenditure is based on the total estimated population of 
Canada for the year. Conforming with the upward trend in total receipts there has 
been a gradual increase in per capita expenditures since 1933, when it averaged $2.33 
per person. This advanced to $2.56 in 1934, $2.50 in 1935, $2.70 in 1936, and ¢2.93 
lin 1937, British Columbia continues to have the highest per capita expenditure, 
followed by Ontario, Manitoba, Alberta, Nova Scotia, Quebec, New Brunswick, Saskat-— 
chewen and Prince Edward Island. 


Per Cepita Expenditure on Motion-Picture Entertainment, 
Canada and the Provinces, 1930 ~ 1937 


(Exclusive of amusement taxes) 


SS mA ts See eee ~ 
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(1) 
aid _Province ____ A doealtse: 1933] 1934] 1935|1936] 1937. 
| $ | $ | 6 à 
CANADA ...... | 5.77] 3.28] 2.75] 2.33] 2.3 2.93 
Prince Edward Island .. 14/ 1.56) 1.12] 0.96]/0.96/1.04/1.15) 1.23 
Nave Scotia}. NE DS Rs Ot Pesta lel ot Lee a|eeOd leer lec as 
New Brunswick 44006 0 0 0 0 6912.16] 1.71|1.33]1.4111.6411.78] 1.86 
MUEDGO Goes svaac ec os 69% 9412, 691 2.26] 1.86] 1.80] 1.91)2.02] 2.15 
Ontario AL sidhde ee os’ 70] 4.29] 5.68] 3.09] 3.16] 3.19] 3.49] 3.90 
LÉ 1 à UOUR ae ae en LANCE 94} 3.41] 2.90] 2,56] 2.58 2.761283] 3.07 
Saskatchewan 6060000000 POT SG! Pros oie Lori. cell. oll Le 45 
AIDOPTS Leche. ods ode) Soke] eo 2920812. Oe] ts O5l eet lee OO ee4e 
British Columbia ....:5 | 6.05] 5.09 3.89} 5.52] 3.711 4.15] 4.31) 4.82 
(1) Based on total receipts of regular theatres and itinerant 


operators. 
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While no estimate can be made of the actual number of theatre-goers and 
the above figures are, of necessity, based on the total population, a large percentage 
of the total receipts is confined to the larger population areas, and the per capita 
expenditure would, therefore, be much larger in these urban centres. About 53 per 
cent of the total 1937 receipts were taken in at box offices in cities of 100,000 
population and over, another 27.2 per cent in places of 10,000 to 100,000 population 
and only 19.7 per cent or less than one-fifth of the total receipts in cities and towns 
of less than 10,000 people. 


Present Value of Canadian Theatres 


The estimated value of Canadian theatres was placed at slightly over $673 
million in 1937. No attempt was made to determine the original investment or capital 
expenditure, as the age of some theatres and the number of times they have changed 
ownership makes such figures almost impossible to obtain, Table No. 2 is based on the 
estimated or book value of theatre property and equipment as it existed at the end of 
1957. Out of the total of $673 million for all property, about $153 million was 
allotted to land occupied by theatre buildings and public halls used as theatres, 
{394 million to the buildings proper, and $124 million to projection, stage and lighting 
equipment and fixtures. The average value per theatre in Canada is $64,506. Ontario 
with the largest number of theatres reported a property value of $29,549,100, or an 
average of $84,667 per theatre. Quebec, with the second largest number of theatres, 
reported a total value of $15,735,400, or an average of #94,791 per theatre. This 
average drops to $68,047 in British Columbia, $43,604 in the Maritimes, and $33,640 in 
the Prairie Provinces, where many small theatres are in operation. 

| , 


frend in Motion-Picture Receipts 


| Motion-picture receipts continued their upward trend in 1937 along with an 
increased number of theatres and a steadily increasing attendance. Receipts for the 
year came within 16 per cent of the 1930 figure and were 26 per cent above the low 
point reached in 193%. Gains of from 4 to 10 per cent over 1936 were recorded in all 
provinces except Saskatchewan, which showed a small decline of 1 per cent. 


Principle statistics for selected cities show upward trends in both re= 
ceipts and admissions for most of the large centres, Declines were shown in St. John, 
St. Thomas, Saskatoon and Edmonton over the previous year. The average price of ad- 
mission is lowest in St. John at 19.1 cents and highest in Sudbury at 28.3 cents. New 
Brunswick has the lowest average price of admission for any province at 21.9 cents with 
Manitoba second at 22.7 cents followed by Quebec at 22.8 cents, Nova Scotia, 23.1 cents; 
British Columbia, 23.6 cents; Ontario, 25.2 cents: Saskatchewan, 25.5 cents; Alberta, « 
«6.0 cents. Prince Edward Island stands highest with an average of 27.9 cents. Re- 
ceipts increased for the year by a slightly greater percentage than the admissions, re- 
flecting a slight increase in the general average price of theatre admissions. 


Theatres Classified According to Amount of Annual Receipts 


Wide variations are shown in the scale of operations of theatres throughout 
Canada. There were 165 theatres, or almost 16 per cent of the total, having annual re- 
ceipts of less than $2,500 for 1937, while 56 theatres, or 5 per cent of the total, had 
paid admissions amounting to over $100,000 per theatre. More than 25 per cent of 
theatres had a total annual revenue of less than $5,000 each and accounted for less 
than 2 per cent of the total receipts and admissiohs, while in the upper brackets 18 
per cent of the theatres attracted over 55 per cent of the patrons and collected 
slightly less than 60 per cent of the total receipts. The smaller theatres are grouped 
largely in the prairie Provinces where 54 per cent of the theatres receive less than 


00e 


$5,000 per annum, while the larger group consists mainly of first-run theatres in the 
large cities of Canada and, naturally, are favourably situated to attract the large 
theatre-going audiences. Ontario had 89 theatres, with yearly receipts of £50,000 and 
over; Quebec had 44 theatres in this group, the Prairie Provinces, 26; British Colum- 
bia, <1; and the Maritimes, 10; making a total of 190 theatres as compared with 170 
theatres having the same rating in 1936, 


Theatres Classified According to Ownership 


From the standpoint of number of theatres, the "Independents" or those 
under single ownership, form the leading group. There were 569 such theatres and these, 
forming 54.5 per cent of the total number, had 28.7 per cent of the total receipts and 
51.9 per cent of the total admissions. There were 119 theatres under "Multiple" owner- 
Ship; that is, companies or individuals owning and operating either 2 or 3 theatres. 
Although this group is small and is confined mostly to the smaller theatres, 8.5 per 
cent of the total receipts and 10.0 per cent of the admissions went to these shows dur- 
ing 1957. The "Chain" group, or those owning 4 theatres or more, operated 359 theatres 
in 1937, had 62.8 per cent of the total receipts and 58.1 per cent of the total patron- 
age. | 


Efficiency of Theatres 


Table 7 of this report presents the relationship of actual admissions to 
total possible admissions having regard to the seating capacity and number of perfor- 
mances of each theatre. The first column of the table shows the actual number of 
admissions. The second column headed "potential admissions" represents the maximum 

number of admissions possible and is the number there would have been if every seat 
had been filled for every performance. The average ratio of actual to possible ad- 
missions for all theatres is 28 per cent for 1937 compared with 29 per cent for 1936. 
On a provincial basis, British Columbia leads in this respect with an average of 33 
per cent, Ontario is second with 31 per cent, Alberta averaged 30 per cent; Manitoba, 
27 per cent; Quebec and New Brunswick, 26 per cent; Nova Scotia, 24 per cent; Saskat- 
chewan, 23 per cent; and Prince Edward Island, 21 per cent. 


Considerable variations in efficiency ratios are noted for the several 
cities for which separate data can be published. Toronto had a ratio of actual to 
possible attendance of 35.2 per cent and Vancouver was second with 33.3 per cent, 
followed by Ottawa with 31.3 per cent and Edmonton at 31.2 per cent. Table 8 gives 
this comparison for selected cities and, where possible, for first, second and sub- 
sequent-run theatres. It is interesting to note that the average efficiency is gener- 
ally higher in both the second and subsequent—run theatres than in the first-run. 

This is due largely to first-run theatres being "continuous" shows, many of them 
showing morning as well as afternoon and evening performances, averaging as high as 

o or 6 per day, while the second-run houses restrict themselves largely to evening 
shows with one or two performances per day. The highest average of any group is 
found in a group of 17 second-run theatres in Vancouver where the efficiency reaches 
59.4 per cent. In Toronto the average is 38.6 per cent for second-run and 33.4 per 
cent for subsequent-run houses, compared with 27.2 per cent for 9 first-run theatres. 
Montreal's average of 25.9 per cent is lower than that for other large cities, this 
being due, in part, to many down-town theatres with large seating capacities and partly 
to restrictions on juvenile attendance. London had a ratio of 21.6 per cent, this 
being the lowest for any city for which separate figures are available. 


Vaudeville and Stage Presentations | 
Prior to 1927 no theatre was complete without a stage and orchestra pit, 


where in the more expensive shows the musicians played not only for the stage pre- 
_ sentations in the interlude between the picture performances, but also during the 


me Oe 


picture itself, supplying many sound effects and a tempo of music to match the move- 
ments on the screen. 


With the coming of sound pictures, music during the picture was necessari- 
ly abandoned. The vaudeville acts began to be replaced by sound shorts and with the 
new vogue of double-feature programs less and less attention was paid to stage per- 
formances. Many of the newer theatres are now constructed with no provision for or- 
chestra, stage or lighting equipment. Apart from vaudeville and motion-picture 
theatres almost every town of any size used to boast of an opera house where stock 
companies and minstrel shows were presented from time to time. Most of these opera 
houses have now been converted or replaced by sound motion-picture establishments. 

In 1937, however, 38 theatres presented at least one or more nights of professional 
stage shows unaccompanied by any motion-picture program. Manitoba leads in this 

field with 148 nights played and Ontario is second with 116. The year saw 141 theatres 
give their patrons vaudeville performances along with their picture offerings for a 
total of 4,589 days or an average of 31 days for each theatre. Quebec leads in vaude- 
ville offerings with 1,919 days playing. In other places, "Amateur nights" were used 
as added attractions by 108 exhibitors. These theatres averaged slightly over 10 
night§ each, for a total of 1,104 such performances, In all, only 252 theatres, or 
about 25 per cent of the total, used their stages during the year. Ontario led with 
81, then Quebec with 60, Alberta, 27; Saskatchewan, 23; Nova Scotia, 19; British 
Columbia, 17; Manitoba, 16; New Brunswick, 8; and Prince Edward Island, 1. 


Theatres Classified According to Year of Construction 


Many of the one-time opera houses and auditoriums in smaller centres 
have been converted into motion~picture houses and along with many of our largest 
urban theatres made up a total of 446 theatres in Canada that were constructed be- 
fore 1920 and are still in use. The total value of these early theatres reaches over 
€29 million and over 46 per cent of the 1937 receipts were taken in at these places. 
As shown in Table 11, 177 of these theatres have never received any extensive altera- 
tions, The installation of sound equipment which took place in theatres during the 
late £0's was not considered as an alteration or remodelling of the theatre. Con- 
struction of theatres increased rapidly from 1920 to 1930, when a total of 355 thea- 
tres were opened, 33.9 per cent of the theatres now in operation, being built in these 
10 years. The period from 1930 to 1933 brought decline in motion—picture receipts 
and naturally a consequent falling off in new construction. While receipts rose 
again in 1934 and 1935, construction remained backward until confidence in the future 
was once more restored. In 1936 and 1937, 109 new theatres were placed in operation, 
having a total value of $4,260,200. The trend in recent construction seems to favour 
the smaller "neighbourhood" theatres as evidenced by the average, value of $40,675 
for those constructed in 1937, as compared with over £65,000 for those built prior to 


1920, $96,708 for those in 1920 to 1924, and $64,754 for those in the prosperous years 
of 1925 to 1929. 


Quebec with 166 theatres having a total value of 15,735,400 leads in 
average value at $94,791 per theatre. Ontario's 349 theatres average $84,667 each. 
In both cases, the more expensive theatres were constructed between 1920 and 1924. 


Besides the construction of 41 new theatres in 1936, 96 of the older - 
theatres were remodelled and brought up to date. In 1937, 68 new theatres were con~ 
structed and 118 remodelled, 80 of which were constructed before 1925. 


eT PA 


Out of 959 theatres in operation during 1936, 32 were closed in 1937. By 
provinces, 14 were closed in Saskatchewan, 5 in British Columbia, 4 in Alberta, 3 in 
Quebec, 2 in each of Manitoba' and Nova Scotia, and 1 in Ontario and Quebec. One hun- 
dred and twenty theatres, having a total value of $3,423,300, were either newly built 
or remodelled and re-opened. 


Itinerant Operators 


Moveable projection equipment is not permissible in some provinces, al- 
though Prince Edward Island and the Western Provinces still issue licenses to opera~ 
tors who cover many of the smaller towns and villages. Thirty-nine of these opera 
tors reported for 1957, giving their total receipts, total paid admissions and the 
number of shows held or the number of playing dates. Very few operate regularly 
throughout the year. A comparison with 1936 is as follows: 


Itinerant Operators 


MUMDERNEPEDOT UNE ee ess a cles. 59 
Total receipts c.coccsescece $ 132,800 ¢ 78,300 
Number of admissions ....cee 502, 653 408,813 


Total number of days played. 5, 825 


Film Exchanges 


The clearing house for motion. pictures is the Film Exchange. Because of 
the tremendous expense involved in the production of a standard motion-picture film, 
no theatre is able to buy a feature outright. Thus, film distributing agencies have 
grown up through which the producer rents or leases his film to a theatre owner for a 
certain number of days, and with that lease guarantees a "clearance" or time limit 
before any of his competitors can secure a lease on the same film. These exchanges 
all operate under provincial license and no film is allowed to be released by them un- 
til it has received the approval of the Censor Board. 


Sixty-three Exchanges were in operation during 1937. Total receipts from 
film rentals amounted to $8,579,000. In all, 636 persons were employed in this branch 
of the industry and the 1937 payroll amounted to #1,062,900. 
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Table 5.--Distribution of Motion Picture Theatres According to 
Amount of Annual Receipts, by Economic Divisions, 1937. 
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Table 5.--Distribution of Motion Picture Theatres According to 
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Amount of Annual Receipts, by Economic Divisions, 1937--(Cont'd.) - 
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Table 6.--Motion Picture Theatres Classified According to Number 
of Theatres under Same Ownership, 1937. 
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Table 8.~-Average Percentage of Seating Capacity Utilized 
in Mc in Motion Picture Theatres in. Selected 1 Cities. 19375 


(Theatres Classified as First, 
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Table 8.--Average Percentage of Seating Capacity Utilizèd 
in Motion Picture Theatres in Selected Cities, 1957. 


(Theatres Classified as First, Second or Sub sequent—Run) 
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Table 11.--Motion Picture Theatres Classified According to Date of 
Ori inal Construction and Year rot’ Latest Remodelling ry 
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Date of Original 
Construction 


D Pe re of Latest. abris Cr 
Not ve 950-|1925-[Before 
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Theatres 
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Peta due 1,047 ‘el 39| 89 | 49 


1934 Fad 1937 90900000 162 
1930 fone 1933 900900900 


1925 ‘east 1929 09990000 183 
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1920 as 1924 00090900 172 
1915 fa 1919 00000000 . 180 
1910 = 1914 90000000 210 


Before 1910 .::.5000 6 6 2 by ks 
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Table 12.--Principal Statistics for Film Exchanges in Canada, 
1930 and 1933 to 1937. 


pe pane rire Ptney ; Mer Gf" | Salaries: aie. i me 
Year of es ees __. and Receipts 

2 D dl riches, | ____ Wages PARA CA 

$ 

ME OME Tera ak xi a 59 1,074,700 | 9,046,300 
1933 © © ® © 9 9 6 © © © 9 © © 59 855,800 6,127,700 
(Ee a ee ee 60 923,400 | 6,692,900 
Lhe) Se eer 61 953,700 | 6,976,100 
ECO TES dre 66 1:011,200 107, 5905109 
ANT LATA ee 63 1,062,900 | 8,579,000 


(1) Revised. 
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List of Theatres and Buildings in Canada Having Permanent Sound 
and Projection Equipment and Operated for the Commercial Showing of 


Charlottetown 
ft 


Amherst 
Annapolis Royal 
Antigonish 
Barrington Passage 
Berwick 
Bridgetown 
Bridgewater 
Canso 

Chester 

Clark's Harbour 
Dartmouth 


#1 

ff 
Digby 
Dominion 
Freeport 
Glace Bay 


[Lu 


Halifax 


it 


Inverness 


Bathurst 
Campbellton 
Chatham 
Chipman 
Dalhousie 
Edmundston 
n 
Fairville 
Fredericton 
W 
Grand Falls 
Grand Manan 
Hartland 


Prince Edward Island 


Capitol 
Prince Edward 


Montague 
summerside 


Nova Scotia 


Capitol 
King’s 
Capitol 
Goudey 
Bligh's 
Strand 
Capitol 
Ideal 
Strand 
Vimy 
Capitol 
Dundas 
Royal 
Bijou 
Royal 
New Era 
Russell 
Savoy 
Capitol 
Casino 
Community 
Family 
Gaiety 
Garrick 
Orpheus 
Oxford 
Palace 


Kentville 
Liverpool 
Lockeport 
Lunenburg 
Middleton 
New Glasgow 


New Waterford 
North Sydney 
Parrsboro 
Pictou 
River Hebert 
Shelburne 
Springhill 
Stellarton 
Sy dney 

ft 

LE] 
Sydney Mines 
Tiverton 
Truro 

W 
Westville 
Weymouth 
Windsor 
Wolfville 
Yarmouth 


New Brunswick 


Opera House 
Capitol 
Capitol 
Chipman 
Capitol 
Casino 

Star 

Gaiety 
Capitol 
Gaiety 
Opera House 
Happy Hour 
Neighbourhood 


McAdam 
Marysville 
Minto 


Moncton. 
{9 


LA 


Newcastle 
Plaster Rock 
St. Andrews 
St. George 
St. John 


" Ww 
n W 


Motion Pictures During at Least Part of 1937. 


McLean's 
Capitol 


Capitol 
Astor 
Hayden 
Capitol 
Capitol 
Academy 
Roseland 
Majestic 
Rivoli 
Community 
Capitol 
Palace 
Magnet 
Capitol 
Jubilee 
Capitol 
Casino - 
Strand 
Strand 
Tiverton 
Capitol 
Strand 
Roxy 
Community 
Imperial 
Orpheum 


“Majestic 


Capitol - 
Lyric 
Gaiety 
Capitol 
Empress 
Imperial 


Opera House 
Community Hall 


Marina 


Opera House 


Capitol 
Community 
Empire 


Amos 

" 
Asbestos 
Aylmer 
Beauharnois 
Bedford 
Bienville 
Bourlamaque 
Brownsburg 
Buckingham . 

#! 


Chateauguay 
Chicoutimi 
Coaticook 
Cowansville 
Dolbeau 


Drummondville 
#1 


ft 


Duparquet 
East Angus 
Farnham 
Granby 

ft 
Grand Mere 
Hull 

Li 

Huntingdon 
Joliette 
Jonquiere 
Lachute 
Lac Megantic 
La Tuque 
Levis 
Longueuil 
Louisville 
Magog 

# 


Maniwaki 
Marieville 
Matane 
Mont Joli 


Montreal 
LL 
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New Brunswick-~(Cont'd.) - 


St. Stephen 
Sackville 


Mayfair 
Princess 
Regent 
Strand 


Sussex 


Woodstock 


Quebec 


Royal 

Salle Paroissiale 
Asbestos 

Pix 

Ideal 

Bedford 
Academie de Musique 
Capitol 

Capitol 

Oasis 

Scala 

Alamo 

Capitol 

Rivoli 

Princess 
Imperial 
Capitol 
Drummond 

Rialto 

Beattie Athletic 
Royal 

Rialto 

Cartier 

Palace 

National 
Cartier a 
Laurier 
O'Connor 

Passe Temps 
Salle Empire 
Rex 

Bijou 

Empire 

Cinema de Levis 
Radio 

Le Parigien 
Cinema de Paris 
Wonderland 
Plaza 

National 

Salle Nationale 
Cinema de Mont-Joli 
Amherst 

Arcade 

Beaubien 
Belmont 
Broadway 

Cameo 


Montreal 
"9 


(Lachine) 


(Verdun) 


(Verdun) 


Queen 
Imperial 
Strand 
Capitol 


Canada 
Canadien 
Capitol 
Cartier 
Centre 
Century 
Chateau 
Cinema de Paris 
Corona 
Crystal Palace 
Dominion 
Electra 
Empire 
Empress 
Empress 
Fairyland 
Fifth Avenue 
Francais 
Granada 

His Majesty's 
Hollywood 
Imperial 
King Edward 
Laval 

Lido 

Loew's 

Lord Nelson 
Maisonneuve 
Majestic 
Mayfair 
Midway 
Monkland 
Mount Royal 
National 
Orleans 
Orpheum 
Outremont 
Palace 
Papineau 
Park 
Passe-Temps 
Perron Hall 
Plaza 
Princess 
Regent 


‘Rex 


Rialto 
Rivoli 


Montreal 


ff 


us (Verdun) 


Mont Laurier 
New Carlisle 
Noranda 
Pointe au Pic 
Pointe Gatineau 
Port Alfred 
Quebec City 

st 


Rawdon 
Richmond 
Rigaud 

Rimouski 
Riviere du Loup 
Rock Island 


Acton 

Almonte 
Amherstburg 
Ansonville 
Arnprior ‘ 
Aurora 

Aylmer 


Barrie 
Ww 


+ | 
Beardmore 


Belleville 
ft 


Blenheim 


ay 


Quebec--( Cont'd.) 


Rosemont 
Royal Alexandra 
St. Denis 
Seville 
Snowdon 

Star 

Starland 
Stella 
Strand 

Sy stem 

Verdun Palace 
Westmount 
Cinema Mont Laurier 
Salle Stella 
Noranda 
Casino 

Regent 
Chateau 
Arlequin 
Canadian 
Capitol 
Cartier 
Cinema de Paris 
Classic 
Empire 
Francais 
Princess 
Rialto 
Victoria 
Copping 
Richmond 
Vimy 

Le Bon 
Princess 
Border 


Qntars. 


Rouyn 
8 


St. Agathe 


= 


= 


=> 


St. Agathe des Monts- 
St. Anne de Bellevue- 


St. Georges East 
St. Hyacinthe 
tf i] 


St. Jerome 

St. Johns 

St. John 

St. Joseph d'Alma 
St. Lambert 


ff ff 


Ste.Marie de Beauce 


Alexander Hall 
Rouyn 

Roxy 

Alhambra 

Rex 

St. Georges 
Corona 

Maska 

Rex 

Capitol 
Imperial 

Alma 

Astor 
Victoria 

Salle Bellevue 


St.Therese de Blainville - Roxy 


Senneterre 
eee Falls 


94 


Sherbrooke 
ft 


99 


Sorel 
Terrebonne 
Thetford Mines 


Three Rivers 
iY 9 


{9 ‘i 

ff ti] 
Valdor 

9 

Valleyfield 
Victoriaville 
Waterloo 
Windsor Mills 


Gregory 
O’Brien 
Liberty 
Empire 
O'Brien 
Royal 
Capitol 
Capitol 
Imperial 
Roxy 
Roxy 
Belle 
Capitol 
Temple 


Blind River 
Bowmanville 
Bracebridge 
Bradford 
Brampton 
Brantford 

9 

ot 
Brockville 
Burlington 
Caledonia 
Campbellford 
Cannington 
Capreol 


= 


\ 


Senneterre 
Auditorium 
Roxy 

Cinema de Paris 
Granada 
Premier 

Eden 

Salle Poitras 
Elite 

Capitol 

Cinema de Paris 
Imperial. 
Rialto 

Palace 
Princess 

Royal 

Victoria 
Sterland 
Regent 


Palace 
Royal 
Strand 
Holland 
Capitol 
Brant 
Capitol 
Esquire 
Capitol 
Hume 
Andrea 
Hollywood 
Aldersey 
Audion 


Cardinal 
Carleton Place 
Chapleau 
Chatham 
Chatham 
Chesterville : 
Clinton 
Cobalt 
Cobourg 
Cochrane 
Collingwood 

"i 


Cornwall 

ft 
Creighton Mines 
Delhi 
Dresden 
Dryden 
Dundas 
Dunnville 
Englehart 
Espanola 
Essex 
Exeter 
Fergus 
Forest 
Fort Erie North 
Fort Frances 
Fort William 

ft ft 

Galt 
Gananoque 
Georgetown 
Geraldton 
Goderich 
Gore Bay 
Gravenhurst, 
Grimsby 
Guelph 

fi 
Hagersville 
Hallville 


Hamilton 
? 
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Ontario--(Cont!d.) - 


Savoy 
Star 
Regent 
Capitol 
Granada 
Community 
Roxy 
Classic 
Capitol 
Empire 
Gayety 
Regent 
Capitol 
Palace 
Regent 
Capitol 
Majestic 
Strand 
Majestic 
Granada 
Palace 
Princess 
Rio 
Leavitt's 
Grand 
Kineto 
Bellard 
Royal 
Orpheum 
Royal 
Capitol 
Delaney 
Gregory 
Strand 
Capitol 
Community Hall 
Muskoka 
Moore's 
Capitol 
Royal 
Regah 
Community Hall 
Capitol 
Delta 
Empire 
Granada 
Gregory 
Kenilworth 
Kenmore 
Lyceum 
Lyric 
Main 


Hamilton 
ff 


Hanover 
Harriston 
Hawkesbury 
Hearst 
Hespeler 
Hornepayne 
Huntsville 
Ingersoll 
Kapuskasing 
Kenora 

ft 
Kincardine 
Kingston 

3 
Kingsville 
Kirkland Lake 
Kirkland Lake 

st ft 
Kitchener 

ff 

ft 


Leamington 
Leaside 
Levack 
Lindsay 

wv 
Listowel 
Little Current 


London 
i! 


Long Branch 
McKenzie Island 
Matachewan 
Meaford 
Midland 

Milton 

Mimico 


Palace 
Playhouse 
Queen's 
Regent 
Royal 
Savoy 
Strand 
Tivoli 
Westdale 
Paramount 
Queens 
Ottawan 
New Royal 
Queens 
Lyric 
King George 
Maitland 
Community Club 
Bijou 
Derry's Palace 
Capitol 
Capitol 
Tivoli 
Roxy 
Capitol 
Strand 
Uptown 
Capitol 
College 
Lyric 
Capitol 
Bayview 
Rio 
Academy 
Kent 
Princess 
Princess 
Capitol 
Centre 
Elmwood 
Grand 
Loew's 
Palace 
Patricia 
Rex 
Royal 
Island 
Palace 
Capitol 
Capitol 
Princess 
Rex 


Morrisburg 
Mount Dennis 
Mount Forest 
Napanee 
New Hamburg 
New, Liskeard 
Newnarket 
New Toronto 
Niagara Falls 

n \ iy 
North Bay 
North Bay 
Oakville 
Orangeville 
Orillia 

"1 

Oshawa 

DL 
Ottawa 


" 


Owen Sound 

#4 if] 
Paris 
Parry Sound 
Pembroke 
Penetanguishene 
Perth 
Peterborough : 

[A 


Petrolia 
Picton 
Port Arthur 
LL "i 
Port Carling 
Port Colborne 
Port Credit 
Port Dover 
Port Elgin 
Port Hope 
Preston 
Rainy River 


f 
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Ontario--(Cont'd. 


Cameo 


Mount Dennis 


Roxy 
Granada 
Regent 
Empire 
Palace 
Capitol 
Capitol 
Hollywood 
Capitol 
Royal 
Gregory 
Uptown 


Opera House 


Princess 
Mark's 
Regent 
Avalon 
Capitol 
Centre 
Elgin 
Francais 
Imperial 
Mayfair 
Nola 
Regent 
Rexy 
Rialto 
Rideau 
Victoria 
Classic 
Savoy 
Capitol 
Royal. 
O'Brien 
Esquire 
Perth 
Capitol 
Regent 
Iroquois 
Regent 
Colonial 
Ly ceum 


Island Park 


Strand 
Vogue 
Gem 
‘Elgin 
Capitol 
Park 
Gaiety 


Red Lake 
Renfrew 
Ridgetown 
St. Catharines 
sf iT) 
St. Mary's 
St. Thomas 
if it 
Li ft 


Samia 
ft 


Sault Ste Marie 

ff 83 ff 
ochumacher 
Seaforth 
Simcoe 

LE 
Sioux Lookout 
Smith's Falls 
Smooth Rock Falls 
South Porcupine 
stirling 
Stratford 

ft 
Strathroy 
Sturgeon Falls 
Sudbury 


Sutton West 
Thessalon 
Thorold 
Tilbury 
Tillsonburg 
Timmins 

"v 


Toronto 
it 


Cabin 
O'Brien 
Palace 
Capitol 
Granada 
Lyric 
Capitol 
Columbia 
Granada 
Capitol 
Imperial 
Algoma 
Princess 
Mascioli's 
Regent 
Capitol 
Lyric 
Mayfair, 
Capitol 
Falls Hall | 
Mascioli's 
Stirling 
Classic 
Majestic 
King 
Regent 
Capitol. 
Grand — 
Regent 
Simcoe — 
Empire 
Tivoli 
Plaza 
Capitol 
Goldfields 
Palace 
Academy 
Adelphi 
Alhambra 
Allenby 
Apollo 
Arcadian 
Aster 
Avalon 
Beach 
Beaver 
Bedford 
Belleuve 
Belsize 
Beverly 
Bloor 
Bloordale 


Toronto 
ft 


" 
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Ontario--(Cont'd.) 


Bluebell 
Bonita 
Brighton 
Broadview 
Broadway 
Brock 
Cameo 
Capitol 
Carlton 
Casino 
Century 
Chateau 
Christie 
Circle 
Classic 
College 
College Playhouse 
Community 
Crescent 
Crown 
Doric 
Duchess 
Eastwood 
Eclipse 
Eglinton 
Embassy 
Family 
Fox 
Garden 
Gerrard 
Granada 
Grant 
Grover 
Guild 
Hillcrest 
Hippodrome 
Hollywood 
Hudson 
Ideal 
Imperial 
Iola 
Kenwood 
King 
King's Playhouse 
Kingswood 
Kum © 
Lansdowne 
La Plaza 
La Reta 
Liberty 
Loew's 
Lyndhurst 


Toronto 
ff 


" (Forest Hill) 


Trenton 

W 
Tweed 
Uxbridge 
Walkerton 
Wallaceburg 
Waterloo 
Welland 
Weston 
Whitby 
Wiarton 
Williamsburg 


Windsor 
ft 


Madison 
Major Rogers Road 
Major St. Clair 
May fair 
National 
New Strand 
Oakwood 
Odeon 

Oriole 
Orpheum 
Oxford 
Palace 
Paradise 
Paramount 
Parkdale 
Parliament 
Photodrome 
Pickford 
Prince of Wales 
Queen 

Radio City 
Regent 

Revue 

Rex 

Rialto 

Royal 

Royal Alexandra 
Royal George 
Roy ce 
Runnymede 
St. Clair 
Scarboro 
Tivoli 
Ukranian Temple 
Uptown 
Village 
York 
Capitol 
Trent 

Tweed 
Strand 
Rienville 
Capitol 
Waterloo 
Capitol 
Weston 
Brock 
Berford 
Picadilly 
Capitol 
Empire 
Palace 


Windsor 
Ww 


Binscarth 
Birtle. 
Bissett 
Boissevain 
Bowsman 


Brandon 
i" 


" 


Carman 
Chrystal City 
Dauphin 
gt 

Deloraine 
Elkhorn 
Emerson 
Flin Flon 

ft W 
Gilbert Plains 
Gladstone 
Glenboro 
Grandview 
Killarney 
Manitou 
Melita 
Minnedosa 
Morden 
Morris 
Neepawa 
Norwood 
Pine Falls 
Portage la Prairie 

[LL ft ÿf 
Rivers 
Roblin 
St. Boniface 
St. Claude 
St. Vital 

" ft 
Selkirk 
Sherridon 
Shoal Lake 
Somerset 
Souris 
Stonewall 
Swan River 


Regent 
Royal 

Temple 
Tivoli 
Vanity 


Bourget's 
Savoy 
Rice Lake 
Victoria 
Happyland 
Capitol 
Oak 
Strand 
Memorial 
Roxy 
Dauphin 
Gay 
Jubilee 
McLeod’s 
De Luxe 
Northland 
Rex 
Orland 
Revilo 
Roxy 
Orland 

Ly ceum 
Kino 
Melita 
Lyric 
Starland 
Princess 
Roxy 
Plaza 
Chateau 
Elite 
Playhouse 
Wagar 
Lyric 
Baddow 
St. Claude 
Onyx 
Windsor 
Central 
Roxy 
Shoal Lake 


Lorne Central 


Avalon 
Noton’s 
Palace 
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Ontario--(Cont'd.) 


Wingham 
Woodstock 
LL 
W 


Manitoba 


Transcona 
Treherne 
Virden 
Wadhope 
Wasagaming 
Waskada 
Winnipeg 

# 


i" (St. James) 


" (St. James) 


" (East Kildonan) 


Winnipeg Beach 
Winnipegosis 


Lyceum 
Capitol 
Princess 
Royal 


Transcona 
Legion 
Auditorium 
Wadhope 
Park 
Brenda 
Arlington 
Beacon 
Bijou 
Capitol 
Classic 
College 
Celonial 
Corona 
Crescent 
De Luxe 
Dominion 
Elm 

Fox 

Furby 
Gaiety 
Garrick 
King's 
Leland 

Ly ceum 
Mac's 


Metropolitan 


Orpheum 
Osborne : 
Palace 
Park 
Playhouse 
Province 
Regent 
Rialto 
Rose 

Roxy 
Starland 
Times 
Tivoli 
Tower 
Uptown 
Wonderland 
Beach 

Rex 


ee 


Arborfield - 
Arcola = 
Assiniboia = 
Balcarres = 
 Bengough ~ 
Bienfait = 
Big River ~ 
Biggar = 
Birch Hills “ 
Broadview = 
Cabri = 
Canora _ 
Carlyle = 
Climax = 
Conquest ~ 
Craik = 
Cut Knife = 
Davidson = 
Dinsmore - 
Dodsland = 
East End =- 
Eatonia = 
Elrose = 
Esterhazy 1 
Estevan 8 
Eston = 
Foam Lake = 
Fort Qu'Appelle = 
Goldfields = 
Govan = 
Gravelbourg ~ 
Grenfell = 
Gull Lake - 
Herbert _ 
Hodgeville = 
Hudson's Bay Junction- 
Humboldt = 
Indian Head = 
Ituna - 
Kamsack = 
Kelliher am 
Kelvington = 
Kerrobert ~ 
Kindersley ~ 
Kinistino ~ 
Kipling = 
Kyle = 
Langenburg ~ 
Lashburn = 
Leader _ 
Leask = 
Lemberg = 


ar sic en 


Saskatchewan 
Rocklin Limerick 
Princess Lintlaw 
Olympia Lloydminster 
Arcadia Lucky Lake 
Bengough Luseland 
Legion Macklin 
Big River Maidstone 
Majestic Maple Creek 
Municipal Melfort 
Os Es Melville 
Rex Meyronne 
Royal Moose Jaw 
Community Hall 8 
Community + ÿ 
Coliseum Moosomin 
Pallas Morse 
Cut Knife Mossbank 
Pallas Naicam 
Gaiety Neilburg 
Dodsland Nipawin 
Pastime Nokomis 
Frank's Norquay 
Elrose North Battleford 
Community Outlook 
Orpheum Oxbow 
Eston Pelly 
Foam Lake Perdue 
Dick's Plato 
Bay Ponteix 
Pastime Prince Albert 
Legion Prince Albert 
Windsor Punnichy 
Ly ceum Radisson 
Municipal Radville 
Myers Raymore 
Legion Regina. 
Lux " 
Auditorium n 
Municipal 4 
Elite # 
Community Riverhurst 
Legion Rosetown 
Orpheum Rose Valley 
Rex Saskatoon 
Marlowe's ° 
Kipling : 
Kyle À 
Capitol . 
Community Hall Semans 
Star Shaunavon 
Marks Shellbrook 
Lemberg Community Speers 


Palace 
Municipal 
Empress 
Mirror 
Luseland Community 
Community Hall 
Maidstone 
Grand 

Grand 
Princess 
Municipal 
Capitol 
Orpheum 
Royal 

Lyric 

Morse Town Hall 
Rose 
Community 
Community 
Orpheum 
Nokomis 
Norquay 
Empress 
Lyric 
Palladium 
Pelly Memorial 
Ony x 

Plato Community 
De Lux 
Orpheum 
Strand 
Planchet's 
Town Hall 
Princess 
Raymore 
Capitol 
Grand 
Metropolitan 
Rex 

Roxy 
Hollywood 
Unicue 
Pioneer 
Capitol 
Daylight 
Ritz 

Roxy 

Tivoli 
Coliseum 
Plaza 
Shellbrook 
Scott's 


Star City 


Swift Current 


fs 


Tessier 
Tisdale 
Unity 
Viscount 
Wadena 
Wapella 
Watrous 


Acme 
Alix 
Alliance 
Andrew 
Athbaska 
Banff 
Barrhead 
Bashaw 
Bellevue 
Bentley 
Big Valley 
Blairmore 
Brooks 
Burdett 
Cadomin 
Calgary 

(1 


Camrose 
Canmore 
Carbon 
Cardston 
Castor 
Champion 
Chauvin 
Claresholm 
Clive 

Coal Valley 
Coleman 
Consort 
Delburne 


Saskat chewan—~( Cont'd. 


Roxy 
Eagle 
lyric 
Community 
Falkon 
Star 
Community 


GoWoVo.A. Hall 


Municipal 
Roxy 


McInnis 
Legion 
Elks 
Andrew 
Parker 
Lux 

wT. FA. 
Lyric 
Cole's 
Community 
Ly ceum 
Orpheum 
Gayety 
Communi ty 
Cadomin 
Capitol 
Crescent 
Empress 
Garry 
Isis 
Kinema 
Palace 
Plaza 
Strand 
Tivoli 
Variety 
Bailey 
Opera House 
Carbon 
Palace 
Pekin Hall 
Champion 
Chauvin 
Rex 
Community 
Community 
Palace 
Village 
Opera House 


TOR 


Watson 
Weyburn 
White Fox 
Whitewood 
Wilkie 
Wolseley 
Wynyard 
Yorkton 
Young 


ee 


Dewberry 
Didsbury 
Donalda 
Drumheller 
Duchess 
East Coulee 
Eckville 
Edgerton 
Edmonton 


Edson 
Elnora 
Fairview 
Foremost 
Forestburg 


Fort McMurray 


Galahad 
Gleichen 


Grande Prairie 


Granum 
Hanna 
Hardisty 
High River 
Hillcrest 
Holden 
Hughendon 
Innisfail 
Innisfree 
Irma 
Jasper 
Lacombe 
Lamont 
Leduc 


Star 
Hi-Art 


Lady smith Hall 


Rex 
Marnel 
Savoy 
Legion 
Roxy 
Young 


Community 
Opera House 


Lie ea. Hall 


Napier 
Duchess 
Star 
Eckville 
Edgerton 
Avenue 
Capitol 
Dreamland 
Empress 
Gem 
Princess 
Riaito 
Strand 
New Edson 
Community 
Gem 
Midland 
Crillion 
Fort 
Community 
Community 
Capitol 
Starland 
Capitol 
Kiefer's 
Wales 
Cole's 
Community 
Recreation 
Royal 
Innisfree 
Kiefer's 
Chaba 
Avalon 
Lamont 
Telford 


Lethbridge 
LA 


Luscar 
Macleod 
Magrath 
Mannville 
Marwayne 
May orthorpe 
Medicine Hat 
Lu 
Mirror 
Morinville . 
- Mountain Park 
Mundare 
Myrnam 
Nanton 
Nordegg 
Okotoks 
Olds 
Paradise Valley 
Peace River 
Picture Butte 
Pincher Creek 
Ponoka 
Provost 


Abbotsford 
Armstrong 
Ashcroft 
Athalmer 
Atlin 
Bralorne 
Britannia Beach 
Chilliwack 
Courtenay 
Cranbrook 
Creston 
Cumberland 
Dawson Creek 
Duncan 
Fernie 
Grand Forks 
Hedley 
Haney 
Hollyburn 
Kamloops 
Kelowna 
Kimberley 
Ladner 
Ladysmith 


1 


Alberta--(Cont'd.) 
Capitol Raymond 
Roxy Red Deer 
Luscar Rimbey 
Empress Rocky Mountain House 
Empress St. Paul 
Orange _ Sedgewick 
Marwayne Sexsmith 
Mayorthorpe Stettler 
Monarch Strathmore 
Roxy Sylvan Lake 
Grand Taber 
Parish Hall Three Hills 
Mountain Park Trochu 


National 
My rnam 
Elkland 
Empress 
Municipal 
Mayfair 
Valley 
Boyd 
Melody 
Opera House 
Empress 
Royal 


a Ce 


Turner Valley 
ff 
Two Hills 
Vegreville 
Vermilion 
Viking 
Wainwright 
Wayne 
Westlock 
Wetaskiwin 
Willingdon 


British Columbia 
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Ladner 
Rialto 


Langley Prairie 
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Mission City 
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Nelson 
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North Vancouver 
Oak Bay 
Ocean Falls 
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Port Alberni 
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Prince George 
Prince Rupert 
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Mountain View 
Valley 
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Columbia 
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Rex 

U.F.Ao 
Audien 
Willingdon 
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Rex 

Opera House 
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Capitol 
Strand 
Opera House 
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Capitol 
Port 
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Quesnel Rex Vancouver Marpole 
Revelstoke Province à Music Box 
Rock Bay Rock Bay : 7 Orvheum 
Rossland Capitol à Plaza 
Salmon Arm Rex à Princess 
Sointula Opera House 0 Regent 
Squamish Squamish 2 Rex, 
Stewart Opera House : Royal 
Trail Liberty à Stanley 

à Rialto “ Star 
Vañcouver Alma B Strand 

" Beacon " Victoria 

à Broadway ; Windsor 

à Capitol Vernon Empress 

ñ Colonial Victoria Atlas 

7 Dominion va Capitol 

+ Dunbar ul Columbia 

" Fairview " Dominion 

f Fraser " Plaza 

" Globe " Royal 

x - Grandview Wells - Sunset 

à - Hollywood West Summerland - Rialto 

2 - Kerrisdale Westview ~- Roxy 

" - Kingsway Williams Lake - Oliver 

" ~ Kitsilano Wingdam | - Wingdam 
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d The annual survey of theatres in Canada shows an increase in receipts 
and admissions for the fifth consecutive year. Patrons to moving picture shows paid 
a total of $33,635,052 for general admission exclusive of amusement taxes in 1938, 
the greatest sum since 1931 and an increëäse of 3.5 per cent over 1937. In spite of 
early predictions of decreased attendance,. 137,976,052 persons attended the programs 
offered by theatre owners in 1938 compared with 134,374,061 in 1937. An extensive 

advertising campaign carried on by theatre owners early in 1938 was at least partly 

responsible for this 2.7 per cent increase in attendance and 3.5 per cent increase 

in revenue during a period when expenditures for most goods and services were under- 

pou moderate curtailment. The average price of admission continued to rise slightly | 
o 64.4 cents in 1938 compared with 24.2 cents in 1937 and 23.2 cents in 1936. 


The number of theatres increased sharply by 86. Construction of several 
new buildings was evidenced by returns from nearly all provinces, while the Prairie 
Provinces continued their policy of demanding permanent projection installations in 
“public halls. Increase-in number of theatres was greatest in Manitoba and Alberta. 


Employment increased slightly with the number of new theatres while 
Salaries and wages reported remained steady. Working proprietors and firm members 
(including members of proprietors! families employed without a stated salary) were 
recorded for the first time. These, together with all other employees, made up a 
total of 6,229 males and 2,075 females engaged in Canadian theatres during 1938. The 
total payroll, including employees! salaries and proprietors’ salaries when reported, 
amounted to $6,058,400, or 18 per cent of the year's receipts. . This is exclusive of 
the compensation of 769 persons. including proprietors and members of their families 
to whom no stated salary was paid. 


ét: 


\ Provincial figures for admissions show few large increases except in 
Manitoba and Alberta where a number of new theatres reported. Alberta reported 5.8 
“per cent more admissions than in 1937 while Manitoba was up by 3.8 per cent. Gains 
for other provinces were 3.7 per cent for Ontario, 2.9 per cent for British Columbia, 
2.5 per cent for New Brunswick, 2.4 per cent for Nova Scotia, and 0.7 per cent for 
Saskatchewan. Attendance in Quebec and Prince Edward Island remained unchanged from 
2937. 


ie 
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i Itinerant shows revented a marked popularity during 1938, 64 operators 
“ reporting receipts of $134,146. and 631,596 paid admissions to their entertainment. 


dale D 


Seating capacity in Canadian theatres was reported at slightly more than 
640,000 or one seat for every 18 persons. On the average, 28 per cent of these seats 
were occupied for. each performance. 


Amateur stage performances increased in popularity during the year when 
126 theatres held a total of 1,55¢ such presentations compared with 108 theatres in 
1937 having 1,104 "amateur" nights. Professional vaudeville was booked in only 99 
theatres compared with 141 in 1937 and showed a marked decline in playing dates to 
5,171 from the 4,589 recorded for the preceding year. Stock companies and road shows 
played 426 nights in 55 theatres. ibe 


The percentage of independent theatres decreased slightly while the 
multiple-owned and chain units increased by about 4 per cent. Exactly one-half the 
theatres in Canada are now independently owned and these take in 26.6 per cent of the * 
total receipts and account for 30.0 per cent of the total admissions. Theatres be- 
longing to two or three-unit multiples formed 13.9 per cent of the total number, took 
in 9.4 per cent of the total receipts and accounted for 11.1 per cent of all theatre . 
admissions. Theatre groups of four or more units each included 36.1 per cent_of the 
total number of-houses, secured 64.0 per cent of the dollar receipts and 58.9 per 
cent of the total attendance. 


Per Capita Expenditure 


Based on the total estimated population for the year, average expendi- | 
ture per person at motion picture theatres was #3.02, the highest since 1931. British ~ 
Columbia still leads in per capita spending for film entertainment with an average of . 
#4.81, a decline of 1 cent from 1937. Ontario follows with #4,.07 per person; Mani- À 
toba, $5.20; Alberta, $2.53; Nova Scotia, $2.47; Quebec, #2.17; Saskatchewan, #1. 453 
and Prince need Island, #1. Aue A per caps ba figures are puede on the total re- 
ceipts of permanent ee and itinerant operators. 


Per Capita Expenditure on Motion-Picture Entertainment, : | 


Canada _ and 4 the Pr Provinces, 1930 ~ 1938 . 


(Exclusive of amusement taxes) 


_195€ | 1953 | 1954 | 19 


Province 


nn 


CANADA co 


Prince Edward Island | 2.14 0.96 1.20 
Nova Scotia ..... aA 2:00 1.84 e047 
New Brunswick ..... o | 2.69 Deed 1.95 
QUOD Ce Lu ate tee 2.94 1.80 Soll 
Ontario Se san ds 70 à LE 4.07 
MAT OP Rates PE RAT: 2.58 5oe0 
Saskatchewan ...... Ps LE LATE 1.45 
AIDES te re oe 5.08 1.85 £58 
British Columbia ... 6.05 SRW EG) 4,81 


(1) Based on total receipts of regular theatres and itinerant operators. 


ee a 


Trend in Motion Picture Receipts 


The upward trend in theatre receipts that has been in evidence since 

1953 continued at a diminished rate in 1938, when the Canada total advanced to 12.6 

per cent of the 1950 level, Although the number of theatres increased in every pro- 
vince in 1938, small declines in total receipts of 1.2 per cent and 2.4 per cent 

were registered in Prince Edward Island and Saskatchewan. Receipts in all other pro- 
-vinces were higher in 1938 than in 1937, increasing by 5.2 per cent in Ontario, 4.9 
‘per cent in New Brunswick, 4.2 per cent in Alberta, 3.8 per cent in Manitoba, 3.3 

per cent in Nova Scotia,.2.2 per cent in Quebec, and 0.8 per cent in British Columbia, 


Box office receipts in the cities followed different trends, St. Jonn, 

Ottawa, Hamilton, London and Toronto being the only ones among the larger places to 
Show substantial gains. While the average price of admission remained fairly con- 
stant, total receipts in Halifax, Montreal, Quebec, Windsor, Winnipeg, Regina, Saska- 
toon, Moose Jaw, Calgary and Vancouver were below the 1937 level. It is significant 

_ that while so many cities show a decrease in receipts, the provincial totals are 
above 1957 due largely to the increase in number of theatres: and theatre-goers in 

rural areas. The price of admissions averaged highest in Prince Edward Island at 
e725 cents; Alberta collected an average of 25.6 cents per person; Ontario, 25.5 
cents; Saskatchewan, 24.7 cents; Quebec and Nova Scotia, 23.5 cents; British Columbia, 
«5.1 cents; Manitoba, 22.7 cents and, New Brunswick, 22.4 cents. 


_ Proprietors and Firm Members 


| À survey of proprietors and firm members actively engaged: in Canadian 
theatres in addition to the regular paid employees show that 251 male. and 36 female 
proprietors draw regular salaries amounting to over $592,000, while 556 male and 214% 

female proprietors and members of proprietors! families are employed without stated 
pay, their compensation consisting of the profits of the enterprise only. Active 
proprietors and working members of their families were reported almost. exclusively 
from independent or twa and three-unit firms. Ontario reported 275; Saskatchewan, 
193; Quebec, 152; Alberta, 185; Manitoba, 110; British Columbia, 101; Nova Scotia, 52; 
New Brunswick, 32; and Prince Edward Island, 6. 


Theatres Classified According to Amount of Annual 
ras, Receipts 


Wide distribution of theatres from small rural villages to down-town 
city areas account to some extent for an extensive variation in scale of operations. 
‘Many small theatres: continue to operate throughout the Dominion; the number in- 

creased slightly during 1938, when 199 theatres each having receipts of less than 
$2,500 were in operation. These secured less than 1 per cent of the total admissions 
“to Canada's theatres. More than 38 per cent of all theatres had annual revenues of 
less than $10,000 each. These secured less than 5 per cent of the total admissions 
and receipts. In the urban centres there were 12 theatres each of which exceeded the 
#200,000 mark, having nearly 10-1/2 million admissions and annual receipts of #3,714,- 
“410. The Prairie Provinces contain many of the smaller theatres. Sixty-six per 

“ cent of the theatres in this division have receipts of less than #10,000 per year 
‘whereas only 15 per cent of the theatres in Ontario are in this group. 


Soe | 
f 
Theatres Classified According to Ownership ; 

The trend during the past few years has been definitely away from the 
independent to the multiple operation of theatres. While 71.8 per cent of the theatre 
operated in 1930 were owned singly, this group had decreased to 54.5 per cent in 19374 
to 50.0 per cent in 1938. Two and three-unit groups operated 92 theatres in 1930, 119 
in 1937, and 156 in 1938, indicating a tendency of independent owners to take over 
other neighbouring theatres, The "chain" group, consisting of all those firms opera- 
ting 4 or more theatres, increased in number of theatreg operated from 18 per cent of 
the total number in 1930 to 34 per cent in 1937 and 56 per cent in 1938. Chains of 
four or more theatres secured 58.9 per cent of the total admissions and 64.0 per cent 
of the total receipts for 1938. 


Efficiency of Theatres 


The average number of seats occupied per performance in any given 
theatre in relation to its total seating capacity depends on several factors including 
the size of locality, the size of the theatre, the number of days per week in opera— — 
tion and number of evening and matinee performances. The average ratio for all 
theatres in Canada based on the total admissions and potential admissions was un- 
changed from 1937 at 28 per cent. British Columbia stands highest in this respect 
with a ratio of 32 per cent in 1988; Ontario is next with.30 per cent; Alberta atten… 
dance averaged 29 per cent; Manitoba, 27 per cent; Quebec and New Brunswick, 25 per 
cent; Nova Scotia, 24 per cent; Saskatchewan, 22 per cent; Prince Edward Island had th 
lowest ratio of 21 per cent. 


In selected cities for which figures are available, the ratio was 
generally slightly lower than in 1937. Toronto remained in first place with 34 per 
cent of the total seating capacity occupied at each performance. Vancouver theatres 
filled 31 per cent of their seats for each show; Hamilton and Edmonton, 29 per cent;. 
Quebec city, 28 per cent; Ottawa, 27 per cent; Winnipeg, Calgary and Windsor, 26 per … 
cent; Montreal, 25 per cent; Halifax, 24 per cent; in London only 22 per cent of the 
Seats were occupied. 


Theatres Classified According to Average Price 
of Admission 


Disregarding differences in price tickets for adults and children, 
and for evening and matinee performances, regarding which no information is available, 
the average price of admission for each theatre was calculated by dividing the total — 
receipts by the total number of admissions. Table 8 shows theatres classified accord- 
ing to this average admission price. Although this price ranges from less than 10 | 
cents to well over 50 cents per person, 41 per cent of the theatres average between 
«0 and £5 cents per ticket and 61 per cent average between 20 and 30 cents per admis- 
Sion. There were 202 theatres each of which charged less than 20 cents admission 
While 238 average 30 cents and over for each ticket sold. 
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Theatres Classified According to Number of Weeks 
and Days in Operation 


| Only 658 or 58 per cent of the theatres in Canada were operated on 
a full-time basis in 1938 and 151 others operated an average of from 1 to 5 days per 
week for the full 52 weeks, Theatres operating for less than 52 weeks include new 


(1) Potential admissions represents the maximum number of admissions possible 
with every seat filled for each performance. 
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theatres opened during the year, theatres closed either temporarily or permanently 
and theatres in summer resorts and small towns where only seasonal operation is 
possible. In Quebec where 7 days per week operation is permissible, 83 per cent of 
the theatres were in operation for a full period. In Ontario, 93 per cent operated 
on a full-time basis, in the Maritimes, 72 per cent; in British Columbia, 69 per 
cent; while in the Prairie Provinces only 48 per cent of the theatres operated 
throughout the year, 


Vaudeville and Stage Presentations 


im In comparison with 1937, a noticeable falling off in professional 
vaudeville programs is evident. Sound pictures appear to be making greater and 
greater inroads into the professional field and in 1938 only 99 theatres booked 
vaudeville for a total of 3,171 days or about 32 days each. Quebec theatres held 
almost 1,600 days of professional shows while Ontario fell off almost 50 per cent 
to 455 days. Manitoba and British Columbia had the only other notable figures with 
425 and 341 days respectively. On the legitimate stage an increase is shown. In 
1938, 53 theatres presented 426 days of stock company shows. Manitoba led in 1937 
and again last year in these presentations with 124, followed closely by Ontario 
with 117, and Quebec with 112. 


Amateur night performances are still increasingly popular. While 
many of them are sponsored by industrial firms for advertising purposes, theatre, 
goers appear to enjoy the variation from an all-picture program even though the 
performers are amateurs. The number of "amateur" nights increased from 1,104 in 
1937 to 1,532 in 1938. In Ontario the increase was 56 per cent to 751 perfor- 
mances, 44 theatres sponsoring this form of entertainment. In Quebec, 23 theatres 
Sponsored 468 nights; 11 theatres in Alberta averaged 8 nights each, and 15 in 
British Columbia gave 85 nights to amateur shows. 


Number of New, Re-modelled and Closed Theatres 


A steady increase is shown each year in the number of theatres in 
Canada. Building is fairly active in Ontario, Quebec, Maritime provinces and 
British Columbie, while in the Prairie Provinces, although a few theatres are con- 
structed each year, the large increase is due to the installation of permanent pro- 
jection equipment in community halls which are so prevalent in these provinces. In 
1938, 94 buildings were permanently equipped as theatres, while 21 theatres pre- 
viously closed were remodelled and opened for at least part of the year. The 
"theatres closed" column of Table II includes only those theatres which were operated 
for some part of 1937 and were closed for the entire 12 months of 1538. Twenty— 
nine such closures occurred, mostly in small theatres located in Sasketchewan. 


itinerant Operators 


Although the trend is toward permanent theatres in most of the 
provinces, 64 itinerant operators filed reports for the year 1938. A description 
was also given by each of the size of equipment in use and by far the greater number 
was found to be using sub-standard or 16 millimeter projection equipment. In all, 
55 of these operators used 16 M.M. projectors and received a total of #105,392 for 
559,792 paid admissions while 11 operators using standard equipment had receipts of 
$28,754 and 91,804 admissions, Saskatchewan still appears to be the "home" of 
itinerant operators, 24 reporting from this province with total receipts of $46,167, 


- 6 - 
Film Exchanges 


The rental agencies or film exchanges continued to remain constant as 
to number of offices, but there total revenue rose above 10 millions of dollars 
aggregating $10,218,700. This is an increase of 7.8 per cent over 1937 compared 
with a 3.5 per cent increase in receipts for motion picture theatres over the same 
period. Sixty-two offices were open during 1938, employing 385 males and 263 females © 
with a total payroll of $1,081,900. 
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List of Theatres and Buildings in Canada Having Permanent Sound 
and Projection Equipment and Operated for the Commercial Showing of 


Charlottetown 


" 


Montague 


Amherst 


Annapolis Royal 


Antigonish 


Barrington Passage 


Berwick 
Bridgetown 
Bridgewater 
Chester 


Clark's Harbour 


Dartmouth 
Dartmouth 
! 

Digby 
Dominion 
Freeport 
Glace Bay 
"1 1! 
Halifax 


1 


Hubbards 
Inverness 
Kentville 


Andover 
Bathurst 


Black's Harbour 
Campbellton : 


Chatham 
Chipman 
Dalhousie 
Deer Island 


Motion Pictures During at Least Part of 1938. 


Prince Edward Island 


Capitol 


Prince Edward 


Yeo's 


Capitol 
King's 
Capitol 
Goudey 
Bligh's 
otrand 
Capitol 
Strand 
Vimy 
Dundas 
Mayfair 
Royal 
Bijou 
Royal 
New Era 
Russell 
Savoy 
Capitol 
Casino 
Community 
Empire 
Family 
Gaiety 
Garrick 
Orpheus 
Oxford 
Kenerick 
Palace 
Capitol 
Empire 


Capitol 
Opera House 
otrand 
Capitol 
Capitol 
Chipman 
Capitol 
Mayfair 


Souris 
Summerside 


Nova Scotia 


Liverpool 
Lockeport 
Lunenburg 
Middleton 


New Glasgow 
ft ft 


New Waterford 
North Sydney . 


Oxford 
Parrsboro 
Pictou 
River Hebert 
Shelburne 
Shubenacadie 
Springhill 
Stellarton 
Sy dney 

ff 

1! 

W 
sydney Mines 
Truro 

Ly 
Westport 
Westville 
Weymouth 
Windsor 
Walfville 


Yarmouth. 
“WwW 


New Brunswick 


Edmundston 
} " 


Fairville 

Fredericton 
) 

Grand Falls 

Grand Manan 

Hartland 


Yeo's 
Capitol 


Astor 
Hayden 
Capitol 
Capitol 
Academy 
Roseland 
Majestic 
Rivoli 
Capitol 
Community 
Capitol 
Palace 
Magnet 
Majestic 
Capitol 
Jubilee 
Capitol 
Casino 
Star 
Strand 
Strand 
Capitol 
Strand 
Strickland's 
Roxy 
Community. 
Imperial 
Orpheum 
Capitol 
Strand 


Capitol 


- Star 


Gaiety 
Capitol 
Gaiety 
Opera House 
Happy Hour 
Capitol 


McAdam 
Marysville 
Minto 


| Moncton 
| 
' " 


| Newcastle 
Plaster Rock 
St. Andrews 
St. George 
St. John : 


Amos 
 Arvida 
Asbestos 
Aylmer 
 Beauharnois 
Bedford 
 Bourlemaque 
‘Brownsburg 

IE te] 
Buckingham 
Cadillac 
Chambly Canton 
Chateauguay 
Chicoutimi 
Coaticook 
 Cofansville 
 Dolbeau 


Drummondville 
ft 


: LL 
 Duparquet 
East Angus 
Farnham 
Granby 
Granby 
Grand Mère 
Hull 

LL 
Huntingdon 
Joliette 
Jonquiere 
Lachute : 
Lac Megantic 
La Tuque 
Levis (Bienville) 
Levis 
Longueuil 
Louisville 
Magog 


= PIN — 


New Brun swick-—(Gont'd) 


Capitol 
Lyric 
Gaiety 
Capitol 
Empress 
Imperial 
Opera House 
Community Hall 
Marina 
Capitol 
Capitol 


St. Stephen 
Sackville 
Shediac 
Sussex 
Woodstock 


Quebec 


‘Royal | 


Palace 
Asbestos 
Pix 
Ideal 
Bedford 
Capitol 
Capitol 


Princess 


Oasis 
Palace 
Chamb ly 
Alamo 
Capitol 
Rivoli 
Princess 
Imperial 
Capitol 


. Drummond 


Palace 
Beattie Athletic 
Roy al 
Rialto 
Cartier 
Palace 
National 
Cartier 
Laurier 
O'Connor 
Passe Temps 
Empire 

Rex 


‘Bijou 


Empire 

Academie de Musique 
Cinema de Levis 
Radio 

Le Parisien 

Capitol 


Magog 
Maniwaki 
Marieville 
Matane 
Mont Joli 


Montreal 
re 


n (Lachine) 


" (Verdun) 


Community 
Empire 
May fair 
Princess 
Regent 
Strand 
Queen. 
Imperial 
Capitol 
Strand 
Capitol 


Wonderland 
Plaza 
National 
Nationale | 
Cinema de Mont-Joli 
Amherst 
Arcade 
Beaubien 
Belmont 

Cameo 

Canada 
Canadien 
Capitol 
Cartier 
Centre 
Century 
Chateau 
Cinema de Paris 
Corona 
Crystal Palace 
Dominion 
Electra 
Empire 
Empress 
Empress 
Fairyland 
Fifth Avenue 
Francais . : 
Granada . 

His Majesty's 
Hollywood 
Imperial 
Laval 

Lido 

Loew's 

Lord Nelson 
Maisonneuve 
Majestic 
Mayfair 


Montreal 


LA 


" (Outremont) 


" (Verdun) 


" (Lachine) 


" (Verdun) 


Mont Laurier 
New Carlisle 
Noranda 


Pointe au Pic 
Pointe Gatineau 


Port. Alfred 


Quebec City 
fi 11 


Acton 
Alliston 


(Verdun) 


AR See 


uebec--(Cont'd) 


Midway Quebec City - Princess 
Monkland " i - Rialto 
Mount Royal 4 ” - Victoria 
National Rawdon - Copping 
Orleans Richmond - Richmond 
Orpheum Rigaud - Vimy 
Outremont Rimouski —- Cartier 
Palace LL - Le Bon 
Papineau Riviere du Loup - Princess 
Park Fock Island - Border 
Passe-Temps Rouyn - Allevato 
Perron Hall À - Capitol 
Plaza - Kouyn 
Princess Ste Agathe des Monts- Alhambra 
Regent " " n " — Roxy 
Rex Ste Anne de Bellevue - Rex 
Rialto St. Georges East -~ St. Georges 
Rivoli St, Hyacinthe - Corona 
Rosemont y 5 - Maska 
Roxy Sst. Jerome - Rex 
Royal Alexandra st. Jean - Capitol 
St. Denis 5 | - Imperial 
Savoy St. Joseph d'Alma - Alma 
Seville St. Lambert - Astor 
Snowdon " Ww - Victoria 
otar Ste. Marie de Beauce- Bellevue 
Starland St. Therese de Blainville - Roxy 
Stella senneterre , - Bell 
Strand Shawinigan Falls - Auditorium 
System " " - Roxy 
Verdun Palace Sherbrooke - Cinema de Paris 
Westmount " - Granada 
York " - Premier 
Cinema Mont Laurier Sorel - Eden 
Stella Terrebonne ~ Poitras 
Noranda Thetford Mines - Bey's 
Casino Three Rivers: - Capitol 
Regent " " — Cinema de Paris 
Chateau m 4 - Imperial 
Arlequin 7 “ - Rialto 
Cambrai Valdor - Palace 
Canadien " - Princess 
Capitol Valleyfield - Bellerive 
Cartier " - Royal 
Enpire Victoriaville - Victoria 
Français Waterloo - Starland 
Imperial Windsor Mills - Regent 
Ontario 
Gregory Almonte - O'Brien 
Circle 


Amherstburg - 


Liberty 


Ansonville 
Arnprior 
Aurora 


Beardmore 
Belleville 

W 

ft 
Blenheim 
Blind River 
Bowmanville © 
Bracebridge 
Bradford 
Brampton 
Brantford 


Brockville 
Burlington 


| Caledonia 


Campbell ford 
Cannington 
Capreol 
Cardinal 
Carleton Place 
Chapleau 
Chatham 

LL 
Chesley 
Chesterville 
Clinton 
Cobalt 
Cobourg 
Cochrane 
Collingwood 
mc LA 
Cornwall 

" 
Creighton Mines 
Delhi © 

"1 = 
Dresden 
Dryden 
Dundas 
Dunnville 
Englehart 
Espanola 
Essex 
Exeter 


Empire 


O'Brien 


Royal 
Capitol 
Granada 
Imperial 
Roxy 
Roxy 
Belle 
Capitol 
McCarthy 
Temple 
Palace 
Royal 
Strand 
Holland 
Capitol 
Brant 
Capitol 
Esquire 
Capitol 
Hume 
Andrea 
Hollywood 
Aldersey 
Audion 
Savoy 
Star 
Regent 
Capitol 
Granada 
Roxy : 
Community 
Roxy 
Classic 
Capitol 
Empire 
Gay ety 
Regent 
Capitol 
Palace 
Regent 
Capitol 
Imperial 
Majestic 
strand 
Majestic 
Granada 
Palace 
Princess 
Rio 
Leavitt's 


a ES 2 


Ontario--(Contd) 


Fergus 

Forest 

Fort Erie North 
Fort Frances 


Fort William 
fi ff 


Gananoque 
Georgetown 
Geraldton 
Goderich 
Gore Bay 
Gravenhurst 
Grimsby 
Guel ph 

ft 
Hagersville 
Hamilton 

W 


Hanover 
Harriston 
Hawkesbury 
Hearst 
Hespeler 
Hornepayne 
Huntsville 
Ingersoll 
Kapuskasing 
Kenora 

14] 
Kincardine 
Kingston 

" 

LA 


Grand 
Kineto 
Bellard 
Royal 
Orpheum 
Royal 
Capitol 
Grand 
Delaney 
Gregory 
Strand 
Capitol 
Community Hall 
Muskoka 
Moore's 
Capitol 
Royal 
Regah 
Capitol 
Community 
Delta: 
Empire 
Granada 
Gregory 
Kenilworth 
Kenmore 
Lyceum 
Lyric 
Palace 
Playhouse 
Queen's 
Regent 
Royal 
Savoy 
otrand 
Tivoli 
Westdale 
Paramount 
Queens 
Ottawan 
New Royal 
Queens 
Lyric 
King George 
Maitland 
Community Club 
Bijou 
Derry's Palace 
Capitol 
Capitol 
Grand 
Tivoli 


Kingsville 
Kirkland Lake 

" " 

EL La 
Kitchener 

# 

n 


Larder Lake 
Leamington . 
Leaside 
Levack. 
Lindsay 

ears 
Listowel 
Little Current 


London 
ÿ? 


Long Branch 
McKenzie Island 
Madoc 

Massey 
Matachewan 
Meaford 
Midland 
Milton 

Mimico 
Morrisburg 
Mount Dennis 
Mount Forest 
Napanee 

New Hamburg 
New Liskeard 
Newmarket 
New Toronto 
Niagara Falls 


st 9 


North Bay 
nm oT 
Oakville 
Orangeville 
Orillia 
LL - 


4 
— + = 


Oshawa 
" 


Ottawa 


" 


ee 


Ontario-~(Cont!' d) 


Roxy 
Capitol 
Strand 
Uptewn 
Capitol 
College 
lyric 
Capitol 
Capitol 
Bayview 
Rio.. 
Academy 
Kent, 
Capitol 
Princess 
Capitol 
Centre 
Elmwood 
Grand 
Loew's 
Palace 
Patricia 
Rex 
Royal 
Island 
Empire 
Princess 
Palace 
Capitol 
Capitol 
Princess 
Rex 
Cameo 
Mount Dennis 
Roxy 
Granada 
Regent 
Empire 
Strand 
Capitol 
Capitol 
Hollywood 
Capitol 
Roy al : 
Gregory 
Uptowm 
Opera House 
Princess. 
Marks! 
Regent 
Avalon 
Capitol 


Ottawa 


il 


Paris 

Parry Sound 
Pembroke 
Penetanguishene 
Pertn 
Peterborough 


Petrolia 
Picton 
Port Arthur 
LL a 
Port Carling 
Port Colborne 
Port Credit 
Port Dover 
Port Elgin 
Port Hope 
Preston 
Rainy River 
Red Lake 
Renfrew 
Ridgetown 
St. Catharines 
YW LL 
St. Mary's 
St. Thomas 


it ft 


Sault Ste. Marie 
ft 11 ft 

Schumacher 

Seaforth 


Simcoe 
! 


" 
Sioux Lookout 


Centre 
Elgin 
Francais 
Imperial 
Mayfair 
Nola 
Kegent 
Rexy 
Rialto 
Rideau 
Somerset 
Victoria 
Classic 
Savoy 
Capitol 
Royal 
O'Brien 
Esquire 
Perth 
Capitol 
Regent 
Iroquois 
Regent 
Colonial 
Lyceum 
Island Park 
Strand 
Vague 
Gem 
Elgin 
Capitol 
Park 
Gaiety 
Cabin 
O'Brien 
Palace 
Capitol 
Granada 
Lyric 
Capitol 
Columbia 
Granada 
Capitol 
Imperial 
Algoma 
Princess 
Mascioli's 
Regent 
Capitol 
Lyric 
Norfolk 
Mayfair 


OT 


Ontario--(Cont! à) 


Smith's Falls - Capitol Toronto ~ Classic 
Smooth Rock Falls - United Church Hall " - College 
South Porcupine - Masciolis Li ~ College Playhouse 
Southampton Esquire a Community 
Stirling Stirling " Crescent 
Stouffville Stanley M Crown 
Stratford Classic | Doric 

me Majestic " Duchess 
Strathroy King Ms Eastwood 
Sturgeon Falls Regent L Eclipse 
Sudbury Capitol " Eglinton 

à Grand iy Embassy 

" Regent 9 Esquire 
Sutton West Simcoe iY Family 
Thessalon Empire F Fox 
Thorold Tivoli ï Garden 
Tilbury Plaza n Gerrard 
Tillsonburg Capitol 4 Granada 
Timmins Goldfields n Grover 

¥ New Empire iW Guild 

1 Palace f Grover 
Toronto Acadeny " Hillcrest 

2 Adelphi 4 Hippodrome 

2 Alhambra + Hollywood 

sd Allenby nl Hudson . 

" Apollo 4 Ideal 

n Arcadian À Imperial 

" Aster : Iola 

5 Avalon " Kenwood 

" Avenue ÿ King 

vs Beach ‘ King's Playhouse 

. Beaver : Kum Ce. 

a Bedford i Lansdowne 

" Bellevue " La Plaza 

n Belsize " La Rita 

y Beverly " La Salle 

" Bloor fl Loew's 

m Bloordale ML Madison 

n Bluebell " Major Rogers Road 

à Bonita n Major St. Clair 

" Brighton " Manor 

2 Broadview ni Mayfair 

! : Broadway n New Strand 

e Brock ! Oakwood 

" Cameo f Odeon 

n Capitol ñ Oriole 

" Carlton " Orpheum 

: Casino i Oxford 

" Century " Palace 

" Chateau 1 Paradise 

A Christie : Paramount 

» Circle à Parkdale 


Toronto 
" 


" (Forest Hill) 


Trenton 


Arborg 
Baldur 
Binsearth 
Birtle 
Bissett 
Boissevain 
Brandon 

iT 

ft 


Carberry 

Carman 

Dauphin 
LL 


Deloraine 
Emerson 
Flin Flon 
LL 1 
Foxwarren 
Gilbert. Plains 
Gladstone 
Glenboro 
Grandview 
Hamiota 
Hartney 
Holland 


a — 


Ontario--(Cont'd) 


Parliament Trenton 
Phetodrome Tweed 
Pickford Uxbridge 
Prince of Wales Walkerton 
Queen Wallaceburg 
Radio City Waterloo 
Regent Welland 
Revue Weston 
Rex Whitby 
Rialto Wiarton 
Rio Williamsburg 
Royal Windsor 
Royal Alexandra à 
Royal George # 
Roy ce à 
Runnymede u 
ot. Clair a 
Searboro n 
Tivo. A 
Ukranian Temple Wingham 
Uptown Woodstock 
Village i 
York 1 
Capitol 

Manitoba 
Arborg Kenton 
Baldur Killarney 
Strand Manitou 
Savoy Melita 
Rice Lake Minnedosa 
Victoria Morden 
Capitol Morris 
Oak Neepawa 
Strand Oak Lake 
Palace Pilot Mound 
Boyne Pine Falls 
Dauphin Portage la Prairie 
Gay i it 
Jubilee Rapid City 
De Luxe Rivers 
Northland Roblin 
Rex Russell 
Foxwarren St. Claude 
Plains St. Vital 
Rivilo " " 
Roxy Selkirk 
Orland Sherridon 
McConnell Hall Shoal Lake 
Altone Somerset 
Holland Souris 


Trent 
Tweed 
Strand 


- Rienville 


Capitol 
Waterloo 
Capitol 
Weston 
Brock . 


* Berford 


Picadilly 
Capitol 
Empire 
Palace 
Regent 
Royal 
Temple 
Tivoli 
Vanity 
Lyceum 
Capitol 
Princess 
Royal 


Community Club 
Lyceum 
Pembina 
Melita 

Lyric 
Starland 
Princess 
Roxy 

Oak Lake 

Cozy 

Chateau 
Elite 
Playhouse 
1.0.05:F. Hall 
Wagar 

lyric 

Bijou 

St. Claude 
Onyx 

Windsor 

Roxy 

Roxy 

Shoal Lake 
Lorne Central 
Avalon 


Stonewall 
Swan River 
Teulon 

The Pas 
Transcona 
Treherne 
Virden 
Wasagaming 


 Waskada 


Winnipeg 


" (St. James) 


Abbey 
Arborfield 
Arcola : 
Assiniboia 
Aylsham 
Balcarres 
Battleford 
Bengough 
Bienfait 
Biggar 
Birch Hills 


Broadview . 


Bruno 


‘Cabri 


Canora 
Carlyle 
Climax 


Conquest 


Craik 

Cudworth 
Cut Knife 
Davidson 
Dinsmore 


" (Norwood) 


En ee 


Manitoba—{Cont' à) 


Noton's Winnipeg (St. James) 

Palace " 

Teulon ie 

Roxy " 

Transcona " 

Legion " 

Auditorium ñ 

Park " 

Brenda " 

Arlington " (Norwood) 

Baddow q 

Beacon au 

Bijou " 

Capitol # 

Classic " (East Kildonan)- 

College n 

Colonial L 

Corona à 

Crescent iH 

De Luxe " 

Dominion i 

Elm a 

Fox " 

Furby a" 

Gaiety Winnipeg Beach 

Garrick Winnipegosis 
Saskatchewan 

Commun ity Dodsland 

Rocklin East End 

Princess Eatonia 

Olympia Elrose 

Northern Light Esterhazy 

Arcadia Estevan 

Nada Eston 

Bengough Foam Lake 

Legion Fort Qu'Appelle 

Majestic Golden Prairie 

Municipal Goldfields 

Town Hall ÿ 

Bruno Govan 

Rex Grave lbourg 

Royal Grenfell 

Community Hall Gull Lake 

Community Hanley 

Coliseum Herbert 

Pallas Hudson's Bay Jct. 

Municipal Humboldt 

Cut Knife Indien Head 

Pallas Ituna 

Gaiety Kamsack 


- King's 


Lyceum 
Mac's 
Metropolitan 
Orpheum 
Osborne 
Palace 
Park 
Playhouse 
Plaza 
Regent 
Rialto 
Rio 

Rose 

Roxy 


' Starland 


State 

Times 

Tivoli 

Tower 

Ukranian Temple 
Uptown 

Valour 
Wonderland 
Beach 

Rex 


Dodsland 
Pastime 
Frank's 
Elrose 
Community 
Orpheum 
Eston 
Foam Lake 
Dix 

Rex 

Bay 

Roxy 

Town Hall 
Legion 
Windsor 
Ly ceum 
Morgan 
Municipal 
Legion 
Lux 
Auditorium 
Municipal 
Elite 


Kelliher 
Kelvington 
Kerrobert 
Kindersley 
Kinistino 
Kipling’ 
Kyle 

La Fleche 
Langenburg 
Lanigan 
Lashburn 
Leader 
Leask 
Lemberg 
Limerick 
Lintlaw 
Lloydminster 
Lucky Lake 
Luseland 
Macklin 
Maidstone 
Maple Creek 
Melfort 
Melville 
Meyronne 
Milestone 


Moose Jaw 
fi “ ff 


" 11 


Moosomin 
Morse 
Mossbank 
Naicam 
Neilburg 
Nipawin 
Nokomis 
Norquey 
North Battleford 
Outiook 
Oxbow 
Perdue 
Ponteix 


Acme 

Alix 
Alliance 
Athabaska 
Banff 
Barrhead 
Bashaw 


Gore 


Saskatchewan--(Cont'd) 


Community Preeceville 
Legion Prince Albert 
Orpheum o R 
Rex Radisson 
Marlowe's Radville 
Kipling Raymore 
Kyle nl 
Globe Regina 
Capitol ® 
Municipal 1 
Community Hall : 
Star u 
Marks Rivernurst 
Community Rosetown 
Palace Rose Valley 
Munieipal Rosthern 
Empress Saskatoon 
Mirror i 
Community " 
Community Hall : 
Maidstone w 
Grand ohaunavon 
Grand Shelibrook 
Princess Simpson 
Municipal otar City 
Municipal Swift Current 
Capitol . SON 
Orpheun Tisdale 
Royal Unity 
lyric Viscount 
Morse Town Hall Wadena 
Rose Wapella 
Community Watrous 
Community Watson 
Orpheum Weyburn 
Nokomis White Fox 
Norquay Whitewood 
Empress Wilkie 
Lyric Wolseley 
Palladium Wynyard 
Onyx Yorkton 
De Lux 

Alberta 
McInnis Beaverlodge 
Legion Bellevue 
Elks Bentley 
Parker Berwyn 
Lux Big Valley 
U.PeAt Blairmore 
Lyric Bonny ville 


Preeceville 
Orpheum 
Strand 
Tweedsmuir 
Princess 
Community 
Raymore 
Capitol 
Grand 
Metropolitan 
Rex 

Roxy 
Hollywood 
Unique 
Pioneer 
Orpheum 
Capitol 
Day light 
Ritz 

Roxy 
Tivoli 
Plaza 
Shellbrook 
Victoria 
Roxy 

Eagle 
Lyric 
Falkon 
otar 
Community 
G W.VA. Hall 
Municipal 
Roxy 

otar 
Hi-Art. 
Ladysmith Hall 
Rex 

Roxy 

Savoy 
Legion 
Roxy 


Victory 
Cole's 
Commun i ty 
Berwyn 

Ly ceum 
Orpheum 
Century 


Bow. Island 
Brooks 
Burdett 
Cadomin 


Calgary 
" 


Camrose 
Canmore 
Carbon 
Cardston 
Castor 
Champion 
Chauvin 
Claresholm 
Clive 

Coal Valley 
Coleman 
Consort 
Daysland 
Delburne 
Dewberry 
Didsbury 
Donalda 
Drumheller 
East Coulee 
Eckville 
Edberg 
Edgerton 
Edmonton 


" 


Edson 

Elnora 
Fairview 
Forestburg 
Fort McMurray 
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Alberta--(Cont'a) 


Monarch 
Gay ety 
Community 
Cadomin 
Capitol 
Crescent 
Empress 
Gary 

Isis 
Kinema 
Palace 
Plaza 
Strand 
Tivoii 
Variety 
Bailey 
Opera House 
Carbon | 
Palace . 
Pekin Hall 
Cameo 
Chauvin 
Rex 
Community 
Community 


Palace 
Consort . 
Day sland 
Opera House 
Community 
Opera House 
1,0.0.fr$ Hall 
Napier 
Star 
Eckville 
Victoria 
Edgerton 
Avenue 
Capitol 
Dreamland 
Empire 
Empress 
Gen : 
Princess 
Rialto 

Roxy 

Strand 

New Edson 
Community 
Gem 
Crillion 
Fort 


Fort Saskatchewan 
Gleichen 
Grande Prairie 
Hanna 
Hardisty 

High Prairie 
High River 
Hillcrest 
Holden 
Hughendon 
Innisfail 
Innisfree 
Irma 

Jasper 

Killam 

Lacombe 

Lamont 

Ledue 
Lethbridge 


" 
LL 


Longheed 
Longview 
Luscar 
“cLennan 
Macleod 
Magrath 
Mannville 
Marwayne 
May orthorpe 
Medicine Hat 
ety " 
Mirror 
Morinville 
Mountain Park 
Mundare 
My rnam 
Nanton 
Newcastle 
Nordegg 
Okotoks 
Olds 
Paradise Valley 
Peace River 
Picture Butte 
Pincher Creek 
Ponoka 
Provost 
Raymond 
Red Deer 
Rimbey 
Rockyford 


Community 
Community 
Capitol 
Capitol 
Kiefer's 
Memorial 
Wales 
Hillcrest 
Community Hall 
Recreation 
Royal 
Innisfree 
Kiefer's 
Chaba 
Empire 
Avalon 
Lamont 
Telford 
Capitol 
Lealta 
Roxy 
Community Hall 
Roxy 
Luscar 
Elks 


- Empress 


Empress 
Orange 
Marweyne 
Mayorthorpe 
Monarch 
Roxy 

Grand 
Parish 
Mountain Park 
National 

My rnam 
Flkland 
Sylvia 
Empress 
Municipal 
Mayfair 
Valley 
Boya 

Melody 
Opera House 
Empress 
Royal 
Capitol 
Crescent 
Town Hall 
Rockyford 


Rocky Mountain House- 


Rosedale 
Royalties 
Ry ley 
Sedgewick 
St. Paul 
Spirit River 
Standard 
Stavely 
otettler 
Strathmore 
otrome 
Sylvan Lake 
Taber 
Three Hills 


Armatrong 
Ashcroft 
Atlin 
Bralorne 
ibbotsford 
Agassiz 
Britannia Beach 
Chilliwack 
Copper Mountain 
Courtenay 
Cranbrook 
Créston : 

1" 
Cumberland 
Dawson Creek 
Duncan : 
Fernie | 
Poru bt. J0nn 
Grand Forks 
Hammond 
Haney 
Kamloops 
Kelowna 
Kimberley 
Ladner : 
Lady smith 
Langley Prairie 
Masset 
Merritt 
Michel 
Mission City 
Nanaimo 
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Natal 
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Alberta--(Cont'd) 


Roxy 
Midway 
Mount View 
Ry Ley 
Sedgewick 
Elite 
Masonic Hall 
Standard 
Stavely 
Stettler 
Hirtle's 
Memorial 
Uptown 

Rex 

Lyric 


Tilley 
Tofield 
Trochu 
Turner Valley 
Two Hills 
Vauxhall 
Vegreville 
Vermilion 
Viking 
Vulcan 
Wainwright 
Wayne 
Westlock 
Wetaskiwin 
Willingdon 


British Columbia 


Star 

Ask 

Globe 
Community Hall 
Abbotsford 
Memorial 
Tunnel Hall 
otrand 
Community Club 
Bickle 

Star 

Grand 
Tivoli 

Ilo Ilo 
Catlsania 
Capitol 
Orpheum 
Community Hall 
Granada 
Hammond 
Haney 
Capitol 
Empress 
Orpheum 
Ladner 

Rio 

Langley 
Masset Hall 
Rex 

Opera House 
Victory 
Capitol 
Strand 
Natal 


Nelson 
11 
New Westminster 
"1 " 


Oak Bay 
Ocean Falls 
Oliver 
Penticton 
Port Alberni 

" i 
Port Alice 
Powell River 
Premier 
Prince George 
Prince Rupert 
Princeton 
Quesnel 
Revelstoke 
Rock Bay 
Rossland 
oalmon Arm 
Sointula 
Squamish 
Stewart 
Trail 

ft 


Vancouver 
ff 


Palace 
Variety 
Strohmaire's 
Valley 
Recreation 
Producer's 
Vimy 
Columbia 
Flks 

Vulcan 

Elite 

Rex 

U.F.A. Theatre 
Audion 
Willingdon 


Capitol 
Civic 
Columbia 
Edison 
Metro 
Sapperton 
Westminster 
Oak Bay 
Pacific Mills 
Oliver 
Capitol 
Capitol 
Port 

Port Alice 
Patricia 
Community Hall 
Strand 
Capitol 
Capitol 

Rex 
Province 
Rock Bay Hall 
Capitol 

Rex 

Opera House 
Squamish 
Opera House 
Rialto 
Strand 
Alma. 

Bay 

Beacon 
Broadway 
Cambie 
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British Columbia--(Cont'd) 


Vancouver Capitol Vancouver 

" Colonial " 
" Dominion h 
a Dunbar : " 
" Fairview | " 
" Fraser " 
À Globe " 
" Grandview " 
" (West) Hollyburn Vernon 
" Hollywood 
bi Kerrisdale Victoria 
1 Kingsway " 
d Kitsilano z 
" (North) Lonsdale " 
Ny Lyric a 
" Marpole Ms 
" Music Box Wells 
" (North) Nova West Summerland 
" (Burnaby ) Oak Westview 
Orpheum White Rock 
# Paradise Williams Lake 
Li Plaza Wingdam 
" Princess Woodfibre 
1 - Regent 

Yukon : 

Dawson City - Family 
FILM EXCHANGES IN CANADA, 1938 
Name Head Office Address 


Columbia Pictures of Canada Ltd. 

Compagnie France Film 

Cosmopolitan Films Ltd. 

Eastern Film Company 

Empire Universal Films Ltd. 

Grand National Films Ltd. 

Maritime Film Exchange 

Paramount Film Service Ltd. 

Peerless Films Ltd. 

Regal Films Ltd. 

Regent Film, Inc. 

R.K.0. Distributing Corp. of Can. 
Ltd. 

Superior Films Ltd. 

Twentieth Century-Fox Corp. Ltd. 

United Artists Corp. Ltd. 

Vitagraph Ltd. 
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Rex 

Rio 

Royal 
Stanley 
Star 
Strand 
Victoria 
Windsor 
Capitol 
Empress 
Atlas 
Capitol 
Columbia 
Dominion 
Plaza _ 
Royal 
Sunset 
Rialto 
Roxy 

White Rock 
Oliver 
Wingdam Hall 
Community Hall 


Dundas Square 


Beaver Hall Hill 


Victoria St. 
Union St. 
Victoria St. 
VICLORLANST, 
Hazen Ave. 
Bond St. 
Victoria St. 
Victoria. St. 
Monkland Ave. 


Victoria St. 
Victoria St. 
Bond St. 
Victoria St. 
Dundas Square 


Toronto, Ont. 
Montreal, Que. 
Toronto, Ont. 
St. John, N.B. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
ot. John N.B. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Montreal, Que. 


Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
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MOTION PICTURES IN CANADA, 1939 
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The annual survey of motion picture theatres in Canada for 1939 shows 
but slight change in total admissions or receipts from the preceding year, war con- 
ditions prevailing during the last four months of the year under review apparently 

having but little effect upon theatre attendance. Patrons to moving picture houses 
paid a total of $34,010,115 for general admission exclusive of amusement taxes in 
1939, the highest amount recorded since 1931 and up by 1.1 per cent over the 
$33,635,052 reported for 1938. The number of admissions was 138,497,043, or 0.4 
per cent above the number reported for the preceding year. The average price of 
admission was 24,5 cents in 1939 compared with 24.4 cents in 1938 and 24.2 cents in 
1937. Per capita expenditure at motion picture shows averaged $3.03 in 1939, $3.02 
for 1938, ‘and $2.93 for 1937. 


There were 1,186 motion picture theatres in Canada in 1939 and these 
presented a grand total of 676,775 programs divided in the proportion of 63 per 
cent double-feature and 37 per cent of the single-feature type. The proportion of 
double-feature to total prograns varies, being greater in the larger cities than 
in smaller places, The proportion in 1939 was highest in Quebec at 84 per cent 
and was lowest in Prince Edward Island at only 7 per cent. Approximately 65 per 
cent of all programs shown in Ontario and British Columbia were double features 
while corresponding ratios for other provinces were 62 per cent for Manitoba, 

49 per ‘cent for New Brunswick, 47 per cent for Nova Scotia, 46 per cent for Alberta, 
and 26 per cent for Saskatchewan. ‘ 


The trend between single and double-feature programs may be observed 
in a comparison of figures for 1939 with those for 1936, the first year for which 
these data are available. Such a comparison reveals but little change in the 
relative importance of the double-feature program for the country as a whole, the 
proportion of double-feature to total programs standing at 62 per cent in 1936, 
and 63 per cent in 1939. Results for different sections of the country reveal 
mixed trends, provincial figures indicating that the popularity of the double- 
feature program has increased during recent years in the East and has decreased 
in the West. Taking the Maritime Provinces as a whole, the proportion of double- 
features to total programs increased from 37 per cent in 1936 to 46 per cent in 
1939. The proportion in Quebec increased from 81 per cent to 84 per cent and 
in Ontario from 60 per cent to 65 per cent in the same period. On the other hand, 
the proportion of double-feature programs in British Columbia declined from 72 per 


Mm 
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cent in 1936 to 65 per cent in 1939 while in the Prairie Provinces the decline was 
from 55 per cent to 46 per cent. 


The 1,186 motion picture theatres had a total seating capacity of approxi- 
mately 658,000 seats. On the average, 27 per cent of these seats were occupied at 
each performance. 

Amateur stage performances presented along with motion picture .entertain- 
ment declined in popularity in 1939 compared with 1938, while professional perfor-. 
mances recorded an increase. There were 101 theatres which held amateur performances 
together with motion picture entertainment for a total of 1,107 days in 1939. In 
the preceding year 126 theatres gave amateur performances for a total of 1,552 days. 
Professional vaudeville acts were shown in 108 theatres for 4,514 days in 1939 com- 
pared with 99 theatres showing such acts for 3,171 days in 1938. Stock companies or 
road shows giving stage performances without motion picture entertainment played in 
65 theatres for 472 days in 1939 compared with 55 theatres for 426 days in 1938. 


Motion picture theatres gave employment, either full-time or part-time, 
to 8,884 persons in Canada last year. Included in the total number were 7,477 em- 
ployees to whom $5,954,796 was paid in salaries and wages. There were in addition 
1,557 proprietors or firm members including a certain number of members of pro- 
prietors' families working without stated compensation. | 


In addition to the regular motion picture houses whose activities are 
summarized above there were 107 itinerant operators in Canada last year and these 
had 895,921 admissions and $210,105 receipts compared with 651,596 admissions and 
$134,146 receipts reported by 64 operators in 1938. Approximately 60 per cent of 


the total business of itinerant operators is confined to the three Prairie Pro- 
vinces, 


Per Capita Expenditure 


Per capita expenditure at motion picture shows in Canada for 1939 
averaged $5.03, a figure derived from the total estimated population of 11,305,000 
persons and the total receipts of motion picture houses and itinerant operators 
combined, Amusement taxes are not included in these calculations. Were amusement 
taxes included, the average per capita expenditure would of course be even higher. 
British Columbia continues to occupy first place in per capita expenditure on 
motion picture entertainment with an average of $4.83, Ontario was second at #4.08, 
followed by Manitoba at #3.03, Alberta at $2.61, Nova Scotia at ¢2.59, Quebec at 


La New Brunswick at #1.84, Saskatchewan at $1.57, and Prince Edward Island at 
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Per Capita Expenditure on Motion-Picture Enter _Entertainment, 
Canada and the Provinces, | 1930_ 930 and 1 1932-1939 


(Exclusive of amusement taxes) 


pees (1) (1) (1) cL) ye, 
19S 1955 1954 1955 1936 1937 1938 1939 
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British Columbia ... 
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(1) Based on total receipts of regular theatres and itinerant operators. 


Trend _in Motion Picture Receipts 


The upward trend in motion picture expenditures which was evident in pre- 
ceding years was almost halted in 1939, results both for the country as a whole and 
for most regions indicating but little change in admissions or receipts from the pre- 
ceding year. Results for Manitoba and Saskatchewan reflect changes in consumer in- 
come due to variations in crop conditions in 1938. In the province of Manitoba a de- 
cline in the value of field crops in 1938 below 1937 affected the amount of money 
available for expenditures on goods and services in 1939, motion picture theatre re- 
ceipts declining by 4.5 per cent below 1938, On the other hand, greatly improved crop 
conditions in Saskatchewan in 1938 over 1937 was influential in producing an increase 
of almost 9 per cent in theatre revenue in that province in 1939 compared with the 
preceding year, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick also followed different trends. Im- 
proved conditions in the former province in the latter part of the year resulted in 
an increase of 5.8 per cent in theatre receipts. Results for New Brunswick indicate 
a decline of 4,1 per cent while other provinces showed but slight change from the 
1938 level. 


Efficiency of Theatres 


The average number of seats occupied per performance in any given theatre 
in relation to its total seating capacity depends on several factors, including the 
size of locality, the size of theatre, the number of days per week in operation and 
the number of evening and matinee performances. The average ratio for all theatres 
in Canada based on the total admissions and potential admissions (i.e., the maximum 
number of admissions possible with every seat filled for each performance) was 27 
per cent or 1 point lower than in 1938. Provincial ratios show British Columbia 

highest with 31 per cent; Alberta and Ontario, 29 per cents; Manitoba and New Bruns- 
Wick, 26 per cent; Quebec, 24 per cent; Saskatchewan, 23 per cent; Nova Scotia, 22 
per cent; and Prince Edward Island, 21 per cent. 


à 
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In selected cities for which figures are available, Toronto ranks highest, 
35 per cent of the available seats being, on the average, occupied for each performance 
Quebec city, where theatres were closed for 5 weeks during 1939, thus decreasing the 
number of performances, showed a decided increase in this ratio to 54 per cent. Van- 
couver had a ratio of 51 per cent while in all other cities for which figures were 
compiled the ratio was below 30 per cent. 


Itinerant Operators 


The year 1939 witnessed a definite increase in the number of itinerant 
motion picture overators. Reports were received from 107 operators, 96 of whom used 
16 M.M. equipment while the other 11 used 35 M.M. equipment. Receipts for the 107 
operators totalled $210,105 while admissions numbered 893,921. The 107 operators 
reported a total of 11,927 days of operation or an average of 111 days each. 


Itinerant operators operate largely, although not exclusively, in the 
Prairie Provinces. Approximately 60 per cent of the total business of all itinerant 
operators is confined to these three provinces. There were <4 itinerant operators in 
Ontario and these reported 204,595 admissions and. $50,202 receipts. Smaller numbers 
were also reported for British Columbia and the Maritime Provinces. 


Film Exchanges 


Conforming with the trend for motion picture theatre receipts, receipts 
of film exchanges at $10,315,500 for 1939 were approximately on a par with the 
$10,218,700 recorded for 1938. There were 67 exchanges (each branch being counted 
as a separate unit) operating in 1939 and these required the services of 414 male 
and 275 female employees to whom a total wage bill of €1,125,800 was paid. 
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‘Rio 


Leavitt's 
Grand 
Kineto 
Bellerd 
Royal 
Orpheum 
Royal 
Capitol 


- Grand 


Palace 
Delaney 
Gregory 
Strand 

Fox 

Capitol 
Community Hall 
Muskoka 


. Moone's 


Capitol 
Royal 
Regah 
Capitdl 
Comnunity 
Delta 
Empire 
Granada 
Kenilworth 
Kenmore 
Lyceum 
Lyric 
Palace 
Playhouse 
Queen's 
Regent 
Royal 
Strand 
Tivoli 
Westdale 
Windsor 
Paramount — 
Queen's 
Haro 
Ottawan 
New Royal 
Queens 
King George 


- Maitland 


_ 


Community Club 
Bijou 
Derry's Palace 
Capitol 


Kingston 
gf 


" 
Kingsville 
Kirkland Leke 


fi ft 


Kitchener 


ft 
ft 


Larder Lake 


Leamington 
fl 


Leaside 
Levack 


Listowel 
Little Current 


London 
ft 


Long Branch 


McKenzie Island 


Madoc 

Massey 
Matachewan 
Meaford 
Midland 
Milton 
Mimico 
Mitchell 
Morrisburg 
Mount Dennis 
Mount Forest 
Napa nee 

New Hamburg 
New Liskeard 
Newmarket. 
New Toronto 
Niagara Falls 


" " 


4 
North Bay 


if Lh} 


Oakville 
Orangeville 


Ê 
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Ontario--(Contta) 


Capitol 
Grand 
Tivoli 
Roxy 
Capitol 
La Salle 
Strand 
Uptown 
Capitol 
College 
Lyric 
Capitol 
Capitol 


Academy 
Kent 
Gapitol 


- Princess 


Capitol 
Centre 
Elmwood 
Grand 
Loew's 
Palace 
Patricia 
Rex 
Royal 
Island 
Empire 
Princess 
Palace 
Capitol 
Capitol 


- Princess 


Rex 
Plaza 
Cameo 
Mount Dennis 
Roxy 
Granada 
Regent 
Empire 
Strand 
Capitol 
Capitol 
Hollywood 
Capitol 
Royal 
Gregory 
Uptown 


Orillia 
" 


Oshawa 
ff 


Ottawa 


LE 


Owen Sound 
ff ft 

Paris 

Parry Sound 

Pembroke 


Penetanguishene 


Perth 


Peterborough 
" 


" 


Petrolia 
Picton 
Port Arthur 

fs 4 
Port Carling 
Port Golborne 
Port Credit 


. Port Dover 


Port Elgin 
Port Hope 
Prescott 
Preston 
Rainy River 
Red Lake 
Renfrew 
Ridgetowm 


St. Catharines 
ft ft 


" ft 
Li " 


St. Mary's 
St. Thomas 


ft ff 


Geneva 
Opera House 
Princess 
Marks! 
Regent 
Avalon 
Capitol 
Centre 
Elgin 
Francais 
Imserial 
Meyfair 
Nola 
Regent 
Rexy 
Rialto 
Rideau 
Somerset 
Victoria 


~ Classic 


Savoy 
Capitol 
Royal 
O'Brien 
Esquire 
Perth 
Capitol 
Centre 
Regent 
Iroquois 
Regent 
Colonial 
Lyceum 
Island Park 
Strand 
Vogue 
Gen 
Elgin 
Capitol 
Prescott 
Park 
Gaiety 
Cabin 
O'Brien 
Palace 
Capitol 
Centre 
Granada 
Lincoln 
Lyric 
Capitol | 
Columbia 


St. Thomas 
Sarnia 

ti 
Sault Ste Marie 

[11 wv LE 

9 it ti 
Schumacher 
Seaforth 
Sincoe 

LI 

39 
Sioux Lookout 
Smith's Falls 
Smooth Rock Falls 
South Porcupine 
Southampton 
Stirling 
Stouffville 
Stratford 

a 
Strathroy 
Sturgeon Falls 
Sudbury 


(1) 
8 
Li 


Sutton West 
Thessalon 
Thorold 
Tilbury 
Tillsonburg 

49 

ft 
Timmins 

ri 

fi 

it 


Toronto 
n 


§ 


- Granada 


1080" ae 


Ontario--(Cont'd) 


Toronto 


Capitol 


+ Imperial 


Algoma 
Orpheum 
Princess 
Masciolifs 
Regent 
Capitol 
Lyric 
Norfolk 
Mayfair 
Capitol 
United Church Hall 
Mascioli?s 
Esquire 
Stirling 
Stanley 
Classic 
Majestic 
King 
Regent 
Capitol 
Grand 
Regent 
Rio 
Simcoe 
Empire 
Tivoli 
Plaza 
Capitol 


- Oxford 


Strand 
Cartier 
Goldfields 
New Empire 


- Palace 


Academy 
Adelphi 
Alhambra 
Allenby 
Apollo 
Arcadian 
Aster 
Avalon 
Avenue 
Beach 
Beaver 
Bedford 
Bellevue 
Belsize 
Beverly 


as 


Bloor 
Bloordale 
Bluebell 
Bonita 
Brighton 
Broadview 
Broadway 
Brock 
Cameo 
Capitol 
Carlton 
Casino 
Centre 
Century 
Chateau 
Christie 
Circle 
Classic 
College 
College Playhouse 
Colony 
Community 
Crescent 
Crown 
Doric 
Eastwood 
Eclipse 
Eglinton 
Embassy 
Esquire 
Fox 
Garden 
Granada 
Grant 
Gerrard 
Grover 
Guild 
Hillcrest 
Hippodrome 
Hollywood 
Hudson 
Ideal 
Imperial 
Tola 
Kenwood 
King 
King's Playhouse 
Kum Ce 
Lansdowne 
La Plaza 
La Rita 
La Salle 
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Dauphin 
" 


Ontario-~(Cont'd) 
Toronto - Loew's Toronto 
5. - Madison " 
1 - Major Rogers Road n 
" - Major St. Clair " 
" ~ Manor L 
n - Mayfair " (Forest Hill) 
" - Metro ! 
nt - New Strand Trenton 
" - Qakwood # 
n - Odeon Tweed 
" - Oriole Uxbridge 
" - Orpheum Walkerton 
" - Oxford Wallaceburg 
y - Palace a 
: - Paradise Waterloo 
N — Paramount Welland 
" ~ Parkdale : 
- Parliament Weston 
: - Photodrome Whitby 
Ll = Pickford Wiarton 
" - Prince of Wales Williamsburg 
ke … Pylon Windsor 
. ~ Queen " 
c ~ Radio City 4 
: - Regent " 
7 - Revue " 
" - Rex " 
iy - Rialto . 
À — Rio " 
n - Royal Wingham 
# - Royal Alexandra Woodstock 
8 ~ Royal George " 
a -- Royce fi 
à - Runnymede 
Mani toba 
- Arborg - Arborg Deloraine 
Austin - Austin Emerson 
Baldur - Baldur Flin Flon 
Beausejour ~ Star 2 à, 
Binscarth — Strand Foxwarren 
Birtle - Savoy Gilbert Plains 
Bissett - Rice Lake Gladstone 
Boissevain - Victoria Glenboro 
Brandon ~ Capitol Grandview 
n ~ Oak Hamiota 
tt — Strand Holland 
Carberry … Palace Kenton 
Carman … Boyne Killarney 
Crystal City - De Luxe Lac du Bonnet 
- Dauphin Lenore 


~ Gay McCreary 


- St. Clair 
- Scarboro 
- Tivoli 

- Ukranian Temple 
- Uptown 

- Village 

- York 

- Capitol 

- Trent 

- Tweed 

— Strand 

- Rienville 
- Alexander 
- Capitol 

- Waterloo 
- Capitol 

- Community 
~ Weston 

~ Brock 

- Berford 
- Picadilly 
- Capitol 
~ Empire 

- Palace 

- Regent 

- Royal 

~ Temple 

- Tivoli 

- Vanity 

- Lyceum 
Capitol 
~ Princess 
Royal 


f 
2 


| 


— Jubilee 

- De Luxe 

- Northland 
— Rex 

- Foxwarren 
- Plains 

- Rivilo 

- Roxy 

~ Orland 

~ McConnell 
- Holland 

~ Community Club 
- Lyceum 

_- Star 


- Lenore 
- Municipal 
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Mani toba--(Cont' d) 

MacGregor - Tivoli Winnipeg (St. James) ~ Classic 
Mani tou ~ Pembina " | - College 
Melita ~ Melita " - Colonial 
Minnedosa ~ Lyric Li ~ Corona 
Morden - Starland = … Crescent 
Morris. “Peet” a Princess à - De Luxe 
Neepawa - Roxy 5 ~ Dominion 
Oak Lake - Oak Lake : ~ Elm 
Oak River ~ Municipal ! — Fox 
Pilot Mound — Gozy " ~- Furby 
Pine Falls - Chateau Le - Gaiety 
Pipestone - Memorial Hall ” - Garrick 
Plumas ~ Mitzi i" (St. James) … King's 
Portage la Prairie - Elite 4 - Lyceum 

it i" " … Playhouse 4 - Mac's 
Rapid City — [.0.0.F. Hall 5 ~ Metropolitan 
Reston - Berry's " - Oak 
Rivers - Four Star " (St. Vital) ~ Onyx 
Roblin - Lyric 1 ~ Orpheum 
Roland - Playhouse " - Osborne 
Russell . Bijou is — Palace 
St. Claude - St. Claude i" (St. Boniface) ~ Paris 
Sherridon - Roxy ‘ - Park 
Selkirk — Roxy i" (Norwood) - Plaza 
Shoal Lake - Masonic " ~ Regent 
Somerset - Lorne Central 1 ~ Rialto 
souris ~- Avalon " - Rio 
stony Mountain ~ Oak " - Rose’ 
Stonewall ~Oak i" (East Kildonan) - Roxy 
Swan River ~ Palace " . - Starland 
Teulon - Teulon 2 ~ State 
The Pas ~ Roxy t - Times 
Transcona ~ Transcona n … Tivoli 
Treherne - Legion " ~ Tower | 
Virden ~ Auditorium x ~ Ukranian Temple. 
Wasageming - Park 4 om Uptown 
Waskada ~ Brenda " - Valour 
Winnipeg — «+ Arlington n (St. Vital) … Windsor 

" (Norwood) ~ Baddow a ~ Wonderland 

: ~ Beacon Winnipeg Beach - Beach View 

A ~- Bijou Vinnipegosis - Rex 

3 - Capitol 

Saskatchewan 

Abbey — Community Bengough - Bengough 
Arborfield … Tivoli Bienfait - Legion 
Arcola - Princess Biggar - Majestic 
Assiniboïe ~ Olympia Big River - Big River 
Aylsham - Northern Light » Birch Hills - Municipal 
Balcarres - Arcadia Broadview ~ Town Hall 
Battleford ~ Nada Bruno - Bruno 


| 
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Buchanan 
Canora 
Carlyle 
Climax 

_ Conquest 
Craik 


_Cudmorth 


Davidson 
Dinsmore 
Dodsland 
Fast End 
Katonia 
Elbow 
Elfros 

Es terhazy 
Estevan 
Eston 
Fairlight 
Foam Lake 


Fox Valley 
 Glaslyn 


Golden Prairie 


Goldfields 
ff 
Gravelbourg 
Grenfell 
Gull Lake 
Hanley 
Herbert 


Hudson's Bay Junction 


Humboldt, 
Indian Head 
Kamsack 
Kelliher 
Kelvington 
Kenaston 
Kerrobert 
Kincaid 
Kindersley 
Kinistino 
Kipling 
Kyle 

La Fleche 
Langenburg 
Lanigan 
Lashburn 
Leader 
Leask 
Limerick 
Lintlaw 
Lloydminster 
4 


Fort Qu'Appelle 


an 


— 
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Saskatchewan-(Cont!d) 


Municipal 
Royal 
Community Hall 
Communi ty 


- Coliseum 


Pallas 
Municipal 
Palles 
Gaiety 
Dodsland 
Pastime 
Frank's 


- Wynn's 


Elfros 
Community 
Ornheum 


- Eston 


Community 
Foam Lake 
Dix - 
Fox Valley 
Glaslyn 


- Rex 


Bay 

Roxy 
Legion 
Windsor 
Lyceum 
Morgan 
Municipal 


- Legion 


Lux 
Auditorium 


- Elite 
- Community 


Legion 
Communi ty 
Orpheum 


- Kincaid Hall 


Rex 


- Marlowe's 
- Kipling 


Kyle 

Globe 

Capitol 
Municipal 
Community Hall 
Star 

Marks 

Palace 
Municipal 
Empress 


Anco 


Lucky Lake 
Luseland 
Macklin 
Maidstone 
Maple Creek 
Margo 
Maryfield 
Meadow Lake 
Melfort 
Melville 
Meyronne 
Milestone 


Moose Jaw 
ff ft 


W W 


Moosomin 
Morse 
Mossbank 
Naicam 
Neilburg 
Neudorf 
Nipawin 
Nokomis 
Norquay 


North Battleford 


Outlook 
Oxbow 
Perdue 
Ponteix 
Preeceville 
Prince Albert 

He} sf 
Radisson 
Radville 
Raymore 
Regina 

oy 


Riverhurst 
Rosetown 
Rose Valley 
Rosthern 


Saskatoon 
a 


ff 

8 

i 
Shaunavon 
Shell brook 
Simpson 


Mirror | 
Community 
Community Hall 
Maidstone 
Grand 
Municipal 
Community 


- Strand 


Grand 
Princess 
Municipal 
Municipal 


- Capitol 


Orpheum 


- Royal 


Lyre 
Morse Town Hall 


- Rose 


Community 
Communi ty 
Obleman 
Orpheun 
Nokomis 
Norquay 
Empress 
Lyric 


~ Palladium 


Onyx 

De Lux 
Preeceville 
Orpheum 


. Strand 


Tweedsmuir 
Princess 


- Community 
- Capitol 


Grand 
Metropolitan 


- Rex 


Roxy 
Hollywood 
Unique 
Pioneer 
Orpheum 
Capitol 
Daylight 
Ritz 

Roxy 
Tivoli 
Plaza 
Shellbrook 
Victoria 


Spalding 
Speers 
Spiritwood 
Star City 
Strasbourg 


Swift Current 


Hi LE) 


Tisdale 
Tugaske 
Turtleford 
Unity 
Wadena 
Wakaw 


Acme 
hia 
Alliance 
Athabaska 
Banff 
Barrhead 
Bashaw 
Beaverlodge 
Bellevue 
Bentley 
Berwyn 
Big Valley 
Blairmore 
Bonnyville 
Brooks 
Burdett 
Cadomin 
Calgary 

tt 


Camrose 
Canmore 
Carbon 
Cardston 
Castor 
Champion 
Chauvin 
Cleresholm 


vi 


Saskatchewan--(Cont'à) 


Municipal 
Scott's 
Community 
Roxy 
Municinal 
Eagle 
Lyric 
Falkon 
Tugaske 
Recreation 
Star 


GoW.V.A. Hall 


Municipal 


Melnnis 
Legion 
Elks 
Parker 
Lux 
Roxy 
Lyzic 
Victory 
Cole's 


- Communi ty 


Berwyn 
Lyceum 
Orpheum 
Century 
Gayety 
Communi ty 
Cadom*r 
Capitol 
Crescent 


- Gary 


Isis 
Kinema 
Palace 
Plaza 
Strand 
Tivoli 
Variety 
Bailey 
Opera House 
Carbon 
Mayfair 
Pekin Hall 
Cameo 
Chauvin 
Rex 


Alberta 


SRT NPD 


Viscount 
Wapella 
Watrous 
Watson 
Weldon 
Weyburn 
White Fox 
Whitewood 
Wilkie 
Willow Bunch 
Wolseley 
Wynyard 
Yorkton 


Clive 

Clyde 

Goal Valley 
Coleman 
Consort 
Coronation 
Cremona 
Daysland 


' Delburne 


Dewberry 
Didsbury 
Donalda 
Drumheller 
Bast Coulee 
Eekville 
Edberg 
Edgerton 
Edmonton 


ff 


Edson 

Elnore 

Fairview 
Foremost 
Forestburg 

Fort McMurray 
Fort Saskatchewan 
Gleichen 


- Community 
- Municipal 
- Roxy 

_- Star 

~ Municipal 
_- Hi-Art 

— Ladysmith 
- Rex 

— Roxy 

- Palace 

- Savoy 

- Legion 

— Roxy 


— Community 
- Community 
- Community 
- Palace 

~ Consort 

- Star 

~ Community 
- Daysland 


Hall 


- Opera House 


~ Community 


~ Opera House 


ae We) ols 

- Napier 

~ Star 

- Eekville 

- Victoria 
— Fdgerton 
- Avenue 

- Capitol 

~ Dreamiand 
- Empire 

~ Empress 

- Gem 

~ Princess 

- Rialto 

~ Roxy 

- Strand 

- New Edson 
~ Community 
-~ ‘Gem 

— Midland 

~ Crillion 

- Fort 

- Community 
~ Community 


Hell 


Grande Prairie 
 Granum 

| 
Hardisty 
High Prairie 
High River 
Hillcrest 
‘Holden 
Hughend en 
Hussar 
Innisfail 
Innisfree 
Irma 

Jasper 
Killem 
‘Lacombe 
Lamont 

Leduc 
Lethbridge 


it 


| 


f! 
Longview 
Lougheed 
Luscar 
McLennan 
Macleod 
Magrath 
Mannville 
Marwayne 
Mayerthorpe 
Medicine Hat 

ft Ww 
Mirror 
Morinville 
Mountain Park 
Mundare 
Nanton 
Newcastle 
Nordegg 
Okotoks 


Abbotsford 
Armstrong 
Ashcroft 
Atlin 
Bralorne 


Britannia Beach 


Chilliwack 


Lopoer Mountain 


Courtenay 
Granbrook 
Creston 
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Alberta--(Cont'dà) 


Capitol 
Sterland 
Capitol 
Kiefer's 
Memorial 
Vales 
Hillcrest 
Community 
Recreation 
Communi ty 
Royal 


- Innisfree 


Kiefer's 
Chaba 
Empire 
Avalon 
Lamont 


- Telford 


Capitol 
Lealta 
Rdxy 


Roxy 
Community Hall 


Luscar 


Olds 
Peace River 
Picture Butte 
Pincher Creek 
Ponoka 
Provost 
Raymond 
Red Deer 

@ fi 
Rimbey 
Rockyford 


Rocky Mountain House 


Rosedale 
Royalties 
Ryley 

St. Paul 
oedgewick 
Spirit River 
Standard 
Stavely 
Stettler 
Strathmore 
Strome 
Sylvan Lake 


Elks Taber 
Empress Three Hills 
Empress Tofield 

- Orange Trochu 
Marwayne Turner Valley 
Mayerthorpe Two Hills 
Monarch Vauxhall 
Roxy Vegreville 
Grand Vermilion 
Parish Viking 
Mountain Park Vulcan 

- National Wainwright 
Elkland Warner 
Sylvia Waterways 
Empress Westlock 
Municipal Wetaskiwin 
Abbotsford Cumberland 
otar Dawson Creek 
Ash Duncan 
Globe Escuimalt 
Community Fernie 
Tunnel Hall Fort St. John 
Strand Ganges 
Community Club Grand Forks 
Bickle Hammond 
Star Haney 
Grand Kamloops 
Tivoli Kelowna 


Mayfair 
Boyd 
Melody 


- Opere House 


Empress 


- Royal 


Capitol 
Capitol 


. Crescent 


Town Hall 
Rockyford 
Roxy 
Midway 
Mount View 


- Ryley 


Flite 
Sedgewick 
Masonic Hall 


- Otandard 


Stavely 
Stettler 
Hirtle'’s 
Mencrial 
Uptown 

Rex 

Lyric 
Variety 
Otrohmaire!s 
Valley 


‘Recreation 


Community 

Vimy 

Columbia 

Elks 

Vulcan 

Elite 

Empress 
Waterways 
U.F.A. Theatre 
Audion 


LIGNE Lo 
Carlsania 
Capitol 
Cadet 
Orpheum 
Community Hall 
Rex 
Granada 
Hammond 
Haney 
Capitol 
Empress 


a pe 
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British Columbia--(Cont'd) 


Kinberley - Oroheum Vancouver Capitol 
Ladner ~ Ladner " Colonial 
Ladysmith - Rio i Dominion 
Langley Prairie ~ Langley Dunbar 
Lillooet - Log Cabin : Fraser 
Masset - Masset Hall È Grandview 
Merritt - Rex " (West) Hollyburn 
Michel —- Opera House we Hollywood 
Mission Gity oe VLOG OMY: 2 Kerrisdale > 
Nanaimo — Capitol " Kingsway 
Natal - Natal : Kitsilano 
Nelson + Capitol “ (North) Lonsdale 
x - Givic \, Lyric 
New Westminster ~— Columbia de Maroole 
n n ~ Edison À Music Box 
i i - Metro " (North) Nova 
" i - Sapperton " (Burnaby) Oak 
# " = Westmin ter . Olympia 
Oak Bay - Oak Bay m Orpheum 
Ocean Falls - Pacific Mills " Paradise 
Oliver - Oliver : Plaza 
Penticton - Capitol : Regent 
Port Alberni - Capitol % ‘Rex 
" i - Port ‘ Rio 
Prince Rupert - Capitol - Roxy 
Princeton - Capitol " Royal 
Quesnel - Rex . Stanley 
Revelstoke ~ Avolie : Star 
Rock Bay - Rock Bay Hall . Strand 
Rossland - Gapitol n Varsity 
Salmon Arm - Rex sy Victoria 
Port Alice - Port Alice 2 Windsor 
Powell River = Patricia Vernon Capitol 
Premier - Community Hall Victoria Atlas 
Prince George - Strand Là Capitol 
Sointula ~ Opera House " Dominion 
Squamish - Squamish 2 Plaza 
Stewart - Opera House Fi Rio 
Trail. : - Strand Wells Sunset 
de ~ Rialto Westview + Roxy 
Vancouver - Alma White Rock - White Rock 
+ - Bay Williams Lake » - Oliver 
z - Beacon Woodfibre - Community Hall 
q - Broadway Ziballos - Community 


— Cambie 


00 


FILM EXCHANGES IN CANADA, 1939 


Name Head Office Address 


Bachand, Guy Olivier Blds, Sherbrooke, Que. 


Colonial Pictures Ltd., 

Columbia Pictures of Canada Ltd. 

Compagnie France Film 

Cosmopolitan Films Ltd. 

Eastern Film Company 

Empire Universal Films Ltd. 

Grand National Films Ltd. 

Maritime Film Exchange 

Paramount Film Service Ltd. 

Peerless Films Ltd. 

Regal Films Ltd. 

Regent Film, Inc. 

RKO. Distributing Corp. of Can. 
Ltd. 

Sovereign Film Distributors Ltd. 

Superior Films Ltd. 

Twentieth Century-Fox Corp. Ltd. 

“United Artists Corp. Ltd. 

Vitagraph Ltd. 
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Victoria St. 
Dundas Square 


Beaver Hall Hill 


Victoria St. 
Union St. 
VÉCLOTIANSE 
Victoria St. 
Hazen Ave. 
Bond St. 
Victoria’ St. 
Vzctoria St. 


> Monkland Ave. 


Victoria St. 
Victoria St. 
Vietorie St. 


Bond St. 


Victoria St. 
Dundas Square 


--~ 00000 --- 


Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Montreal, Que. 
Toronto, i Onvs 
Si. JonuhyaNeos 
Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
St. John, N.B. 
Toronto, Ont 
Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Montreal, Que. 


Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
loronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 
MOTION PICTURES IN CANADA, 1940 


Summary 


Admissions to motion picture theatres in Canada exceeded one and one-half 
millions in 1940 while box office receipts, exclusive of amusement taxes, reached a 
totel of almost $38,000,000, according to final results of the annual survey of motion 
picture theatres made by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 
Per capita expenditure at motion picture houses stood at $3.35 for 1940 compared with 
03.03 for 1939, $3.02 for 1938 and $3.77 for 1930, the earliest year for which figures 
are available. There were altogether 1,232 motion picture theatres in Canade in 1940 
md these had a total of 152,137,277 admissions for the year with box office receipts of 


7,858,955, up 10 per cent in number of admissions and 11 per cent in receipts compared 
vith 1939. ; 


| All provinces reported gains in admissions and receipts over 1939, a merked 
fpcreese in the city of Halifax producing e gain for the Province of Nova Scotis consider 
ably in excess ef those recorded for other provinces. Percentage incresses in box office 
receipts over 1939 for the various provinces are as follows: Nova Secetia, 29 per cent; 
lew Brunswick, 21 per cent; Ontario, 14 per cent; Saskatchewan, 11 per cent; Alberte, 9 
er cent; Manitcba, § per cent; Quebec, 7 per cent; British Columbie, 6 per cent; and 
rince Edward Islend, 2 per cent. 
Le 


in Nine theatres in Halifax had 2,767,340 admissions and $644,979 receipts 
n 1940, up 38 per cent in number of sdmissicns and 4& per cent in value of receipts 
‘compared with the preceding year. Other cities with increeses in receipts amounting 

© 20 per cent or over together with the percentege increeses over 1939 are as follows: 
dney, 27 per cent; St. John, 24 per cent; Windsor, Ontario, 24 per cent; Sudbury , 

"7 per cent; St. Catherines, 33 per tent; Brantford, 27 per cent; and Celgery, 27 per 
‘ent. 


Potentiel edmissions te metion picture theatres in 1940 totalled 507 ,139,- 
M>. That is, this figure represents the number of admissions there weuld have been 
ed there been & full house in every theetre at every perfcrmance. A comparison of 
his figure with the actual number of admissions or 152,137,277 indicetes that 30 per 
ent of the seating capacity was utilized en the aversge at each perfcrmence. The 
© esponding ratio for 1939 was 27 per cent. The ratic for 1940 varied considerably 
or different provinces, ranging from 22 per cent in Prince Edward Island to 33 per 
ent in Ontario, Ratios computed for some of the larger cities show 37 per cent for 
oronto, 26 per cent for Montreal, 26 per cent for Winnipeg, 32 per cent for Vancouver, 


pi 


35 per cent for Hamilton, 30 per cent for Ottawa, 38 per cent for Quebec, 29 per cent 
for Edmonton, 33 per cent for Calgary, 30 per cent for Halifax, 30 per cent for Windsor, 
and 27 per cent for London. 


The relative proportions cf single and double feature performances shown 
in 1940 varied but little from the previous year. Single feature performances fermed 
37 per cent of the total number while double feature programs made up the remaining 
63 per cent. The proportion of double feature programs to the total was lowest in 
Prince Edward Island at 5 per cent and was highest in Quebec province at 83 per cent." 
Double feature programs formed 67 per cent of the total number shown in both Ontario 
and British Columbia, 63 per cent in Manitcba, 50 per cent in New Brunswick, 46 per 
cent in Alberta, 44 per cent in Nova Scotia, and 25 per cent in Saskatchewen. 


Itinerant operaters numbered 94 in 1940. Nine of these used 35 m.m © 
equipment, operated for a total of 769 days and had 69,878 admissions and $18,567 re 
ceipts. The remaining 85 used 16 m.m. equipment, operated a total of 9,405 days and 
had 680,054 admissicns and $159,346 receipts. 


Reperts secured frem 72 film exchanges engaged in supplying films to the 
theatres show total receipts for 1940 of $11,880,895, of which $11,445,167 represents | 
the rental of films, $385,504 represents revenue from advertising and $50,224 repre- ~ 
sents receipts from other scurces. 


Per Capita Expenditure on Moticn-Picture Entertainment 
Canada and the Provinces, 1930 and 1933-1940 


(Exclusive of amusement taxes) 
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(1) Based on total receipts cf reguler theatres snd itinerant cperetors. 
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List of Theatres and Puildings in 
and Projection Equipment end Opere.ted for the Commerce 


Motion Pictures During et Least Part of 1940 


Charlottetown 


Amherst 


"i 


Annepelis Royel 
Antigonish 


Barrington Passage 


Berwick 
Pridgetown 
Pridgewe ter 
Canso 
Chester 
Clark's Harbour 
Dartmouth 

[A 
Digby 
Dominion 
Freeport 


Inverness 


Kentville 
ht 


Andover 
Bethurst 
Bleck's Harbour 
Campbellten 
Chathem 

Chipmen 
Dalhcusie 

Deer Island 


Edmundsten 
LA 


Prince Fdward_- d 


Capitol 


Prince Edward 


Yec's 


Capitol 
Strend 
King's 
Capitol 
Goudey 
Bligh's 
Strand . 
Capitol 
Ideal 
Kenerik 
Vimy 
Dundas 
Meyfeir 
Capitol 
Royal 
New Era 
Russell 
DEVOY 
Capitol 
Casino 
Community 
Empire 
Family 
Gaiety 
Garrick 
Orpheus 
Oxford 
Palace 
Capitel 
Empire 


Capitol 
Opere House 
Strend 
Capitol 
Capitol 
Capitol 
Capitol 
Mayfeir 
Capitol 
Star 


New Bruns 


OU 


Cenads Eeving Perme 


islen 
Monts cue 
souris 
Summerside 


Nove Scotia 
RCE + ere este 


Liverpecl 
Lockepert 
Lunenburg 
Middleton 
New Germany 
New Clasgow 

tt it 
New Weterford 
North Sydney 
Parrsbcro 
Pictou 
River Hebert 
Shelburne 
Springhi1l 
Stellerton 
sydney 

if 


Sydney Mines 
Truro 

W 
Westport 
Westville 
Weymeuth 
Windsor 
Wolfville 


Yarmouth 
it 


e 
¥ 

Bites ct Ld 
ET 


Feirville 
Fredericton 

"1 
Grand Falls 
Hartland 
Harvey Station 
McAdam 
Marysville 
Minto 
Moncton 


Yec's 
Ati DNS 
Capitol 


Astor 
Hayden 
Capitol 
Capitol 
York 
Academy 


- Roselend 


Majestic 
Rivoli 
Community 
Cepitol 
Palace 
Cepitol 
Capitel 
Jubilee 
Capitol 
Casino 
Star 
Strend 
Vogue 
Strand 
Capitol 
Strend 
Strickland's 
Roxy 
Community 
Imperiel 
Orpheum 
Capitol 
Community 


Gaiety 
Capitol 
Gaiety 
Opere House 
Capitol 
Empire 
Capitel 
Lyric 
Gaiety 
Capitel 


“Pisster Rock 
“ot. Andrers 
Et. George 


Amos 
ärvica 
“Asbestos 
_Aylmer 
sic Comeau 
Beeuherncis 
edford 

‘Bourlemague 
“Broynsburg — 


Cadillac 
Campbell's Bay 


PRE 4 ye 


New Brunswick——(Cont'd) 
Empress St. John 
Imperiel à , 


Opere House 
Happy Hour 
Community 
Marine — 
Capitol 


Capitel 


Community 


Empire 


Royal 
Palece 
Asbestos 
Pas 
Arcede 
Ideel 
Bedford 
Capitcl 
Arcade 
Capitel 
Oasis 
Pelace 
Campbell's Bay 
Chambly 
Chandler 
Alemo 
Capitci 
Rivoli 
Princess 
Imperial 
Holy Name Hall 
Capitcl 
Drumnend 
Beattie 
Royal 
Rielte 
Cartier 
Palece 
National 
Royal 
Cartier 
Leurier 
O'Connor 
Arene 
Capitol 
Normendie 
Passe Temps 
Empire 
Princess 
Rex 


St. Stephen 
Sackville 
Shediec 

sussex 
Wilsen's Beech 
Woodstock 


Quebec 


Lec Megantic 
& 

La Serre 

Le Tuque 


Levis (Eienville) 


Longueuil 
Louiseville 
McMasterville 


Magog 
1 


Malartic 
Maniweki 
Merieville 
Matane 
“ont Joli 
Mont Laurier 
Montme gny 
Montreel 

ff 


" (Lachine) 


" (Verdun) 


Meyfeir 
Regent 
Strend 
Queen 
Imperiel 
Capitcl 
Strend 
Maple Leaf 
Capitol 


Bi jou 
Frenceis 
Empire 
Acedemie de Musicue 
Radio 

Royal 

Belciel 
Capitel 
Wonderland 
Malertic 
Pleze 
Naticnal 
Neticnal 
Mont Joli 
Mont Laurier 
Koco Canal 
Amherst 
Arcade 
Beeubien 
Belmont 

Cameo 

Canada 
Cenadien 
Capitol 
Cartier 
Centre 
Century 
Chateau 
Cineme de Paris 
Corona 
Crystal Palece 
Dominicn 
Electra 
Empire 
Empress 
Empress 
Fairylend 
Fifth Avenue 
Francais 
Granada 


Mentreel 
" 


" (Verdun) 


" (Lachine) 


" (Verdun) 


(Verdun) 


Nicclet 

New Carlisle 
Neranda 
Normetal 
Parent 
Pierreville 
Plage Leval 
Pointe au Pic 
Port Alfred 
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Quebec-~(Cont'd) 


EE 


His Majesties 
Hollywood 
Imperial 
Lavel 

Lido 

Loew's 

Lord Nelsen 
Maisonneuve 
Majestic 
Mayfair 
Miawey 
Monklend 
Mount Royal 
National 
Orleans 
Orpheum 
Outremont 
Pelace 
Papineau 
Park 

Pesse Temps 
Perron 
Pleze 
Princess 
Regent 

Rex 

Rialto 
Rivoli 
Rosemont 
Roxy 

Royal Alexandra 
St. Denis 
Savey 
Seville 
Snowden 
Ster 
Sterland 
Stelle 
Strand 
System 
Verdun Palsce 
Westmount 
York 

Town Eall 


Stella 


Norande. 
Nornetal 
Stella 
Laperriere 


Quebec 
ft 


LA] 
Rawden 
Richmend 
Rigeud 
Rimouski 
Riviere du Loup 
Rock Island 
Rouyn 
Rouyn 

[A 


Ste Adeleide 
Ste Agathe 
WW ff 


ot Anne Ge Bellevue 
St. Eustache _ 

St. Georges de Beauce 
St. Hyecinthe 


# i 


St. Jean 
ft LL 
St. Jercme 
St. Joseph d'Alma 
ot. Lambert 
fi 


St. Merguerite 

Ste Therese de Blainville 
Senneterre 

Shawinigan Falls 
Shawinigan Falls 


Sherbrooke 
ft 


" 


Sorel 
Temiskeming 
Terrebonne 
Thetford Mines 


Three Rivers 
u jt 


" 1 


Club de Plege Leval n " 


Casino 
Chateau 


Val d'Or 


ft " 


Cambrai 
Canadien 
Capitcl 
Certier 
Cinema de Peris 
Empire 
Francais 
Imperial 
Princess 
Rialto 
Victorias 
Copping 
Myra 

Vimy 
Cartier 
Princess 
Border 
Alexander 
Capitel 
Lido 

Helena 
Alhambra 
Roxy 

Rex 

St. Eustache 
St. Georges 
Corena 
Maska 
Capitol 
Imperial 
Rex 

Alma 

Astor 
Victoria 
Esterel 
Roxy 

Bell 
Auditorium 
Roxy 

Cinema de Paris 
Granede . 
Premier 
Eden 
Crescent 
Poitras 
Bey's 
Capitcl 
Cireme de Paris 
Imperial 
Rialto 
Pelece 
Princess 


Velleyfield 
| f 


| 
F 
Acton 
Alliston 
Almonte 
Amherstburg 
Ansonville 
Arnprior 
Aurora 
hylmer 
Berrie 

non 


PT 


Beardmore 

Beaverton 

Belleville 
5 | 


, 


Blenheim 
Blind River 
Bowmenville 
Brecebridge 
Bradford 
Brampton 


Brantford 
l " 


b À 
on 


srockville 


| 


D. 
aledonia 


Jannington 
>apreol 
sardinal 


Jarleton Place 


shepleau 
Yhatham 


Al 
: 


he sley 


‘hesterville 


Zlinton 
ss 


Fr 


i; 


Nictoriaville 
| ; 


ampbellford 
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Quebec-—(Cont'd) 


Bellerive : 


Royal 
Victoria 


Gregory 
Circle 
O'Brien 
Liberty 
Empire 
O'Brien 
Royal 
Capitol 


Granada 


Imperial 
Roxy 
Roxy 
Strand 
Belle 
Capitol 
McCarthy 
Temple 
Palece 
Royal 
Strand 
Holland 
Capitol 
Brant 
Capitol 
College 
Esquire 
Capitol 
Regent 
Hume 
Regent 


Hollywoed - 


Aldersey 
Audion 
Savey 
Ster 
Regent 
Capitol 
Granada 
Roxy 
Community 
Roxy 
Classic 
Capitol 
Empire 


. Gayety 


Regent 


Waterloo 
Windsor Mills 


Ontario 


Cornwall 
st 


Creighton Mines 
Delhi 
B 


Dresden 
Dryden 
Dundes 
Dunnville 
Englehart 
Espanole 
Essex 
Exeter 
Fort William 
Fergus 
Forest 


Fort Erie Ncrth 


Fort 4 it 
Fort Frances 
Fort William 
Galt 

jt 

jf 


Genanocue 
Georgetown 
Geraldton 
Glencce 
Goderich 
Gore Bay 
Gravenhurst 
Grimsby 
Guelph 

"W 


Hagersville 
Heileybury 
Hamilton 

ft 


Ster 
Royal 


Capitol 
Palace 
Regent 
Capitol 
Imperial 
Majestic 
Strand 
Majestic 
Granada 
Palace 
Princess 
Rio 
Leavitt's 
Orpheum 
Grand 
Kineto 
Bellerd 
Parkwey 
Royal 
Royal 
Cepitcl 
Grand 
Palece 
Delaney 
Gregery 
Strand 
Fox 
Capitol 
Community 
Muskoka 
Necre's 
Capitol 
Royal 
Regah 
Strand - 
Capitol 
Century 
Community 
Delta 
Empire 
Granada 
Kenilworth 
Kenmore 
Lyceum 
Palace 
Playhouse 


Hamilton 
fi 


Hanover 
Harriston 
Harrow 
Hawkesbury 
Hearst 
Respeler 
Huntsville 
Ingersoll 
Kapuskasing 
Kenora 

11 
Kincardine 


Kingston 
F1 


ft 
Kingsville 
Rirkland Lake 

it fi 

sy 

1 LL 
Kitchener 

ty 


LE 


Lerder Lake 
Leamington 
ii 


Leaside 
Levack 
Lindsay 
ft 
Listowel 
Little Current 


London 
jt 


Long Branch 


McKenzie Island 


Madoc 
Massey 
Matechewan 


= 


VASE 


Onteario--(Cont'd) 


Queen's 
Regent 
Royal 
Sevoy 
Strand 
Tivoli 
Westdale 
Windsor 
York 
Paramount 
Queen's 
Hero 


. Ottewan 


New Royal 
Queens 

King George 
Maitland 
Community Club 
Bijou 


Palace 


~ Capitol 


Capitol 
Grand 
Tivoii 
Roxy 
Capitol 
La Salle 
Strend 
Uptown 
Capitol 
Century 


- Lyric 


Capitol 
Capitol 
Vogue 
Bayview 
Rio 
Academy 
Kent 
Capitol 
Princess 
Capitol 
Centre 


_ Elmwood 


Grand 
Leew's 


- Palace 
- Patricia 


Rex 
Royal 
Island 
Empire 
Princess 
Pelace 


Meaford 
Midland 
Milton 
Mimico 
Mitchell 
Morrisburg 
Mount Dennis 

r Forest 
Napanee 
New Hamburg 
New Liskeard 
Newmarket 
New Toronto 

i" it 

Niagara Falls 

Hi ft 

LE il 
North Bay 

[El n 
Oakville 
Orangeville 
Orillia 

Ft 


Li 


Oshawa 
LH 


fi 


Ottawa 
W 


Owen Sound 
% ft 

Paris 

Parry Sound 

Pembroke 


Penetenguishene 


Perth 
Peterborough 
. 


ee: 
LL 


Petrolia 
Picton 


- Capitol 
— Capitol 

- Princess 
- Hex 

— Plaza 

- Cameo 

~ Mount Dennis 
- Roxy j 
- Granada 
- Regent 

- Empire 

- Strand 

~ Capitol 

- Palace 

- Capitol 

- Hellywood 
~ Seneca 

- Capitol 

- Royal 

- Gregory 

- Uptown 

~ Geneva 

- Opera House 
- Princess 
— Biltmore 
~ Marks 

- Regent 

~ Avalon 

~ Capitol 

- Centre 

- Elgin 

~ Francais 


_- Imperial 


- Little 

- Mayfair 
- Nela | 
- Regent 
- Rexy 

- Rialto 

~ Rideau 
- Somerset 
- Victoria 
- Classic 
- Savoy 

- Capitol 
- Royal 

- O'Brien 
-— Esquire 
~ Perth 

- Capitol 
— Centre 

- Regent 


- Ircquois 
~ Regent 


Oe ak 


Ontario--(Co nt'd 
| Port Arthur - Lyceum Timmins - Cartier 
" - Colenial is ~ Goldfields 
| Port Carling ~ Island Park 4 — New Empire 
Port Colbcrne - Strand p - Palace 
Port Credit - Vogue Toronto Academy 
| Port Dover ~ Gem 5 — Adelphi 
Port Elgin — Elgin v ~ Alhambra 
Port Hope - Capitol ? - Allenby 
Prescott - Prescott a — Apolle 
Preston - Park s ~ Arcadian 
Rainy River - Gaiety " ~ Aster 
_ Red Lake - Cabin ‘ - Avalon 
Renfrew ~ 2 en à Avenue 
| Ridgetown - Palac i" ~ Beach 
| St. Catharines ~ Gapiter À - Beaver 
‘4 : ~ _ Centre ; - Bedford 
# # ~ Granada £ ~ Bellevue 
4 p — . Lincoln f ~ Belsize 
St. Mary's ~ Lyric " - Beverly 
St. Thomas ~ Capitol it ~ Bloor 
." i ~ Columbia : - Bleordale 
Fr 4 — Granada : i - Bluebell 
Sarnia - Capitol 2 - Bonita 
ae - Imperial il - Brighton 
“Sault Ste Marie - Algoma à Broadview 
nn" 7 ~ Orpheum A ~ Broadway 
& 4 ~ Princess " - Brock 
Schumacher ~  Mascicli " Cameo 
eaforth ~ Regent - Capitol 
Simcoe ~ Capitol F Carlton 
D" ~ Lyric uy - Cesino 
7 - Norfolk B Centre 
Sicux Leckout - Mayfair i - Century 
Smith's Falls - Capitol " - Chateau 
‘Smooth Rock Falls ~ United ‘Church Hell i - Christie 
South Porcupine ~  Mascioli " - Circle 
Southampton —- Esquire 4 - Classic 
Stirling - Stirling " - College 
Stouffville - . Stanley À College Playhcuse 
Stratford - Avon ~ ,Gelony 
n° ~ Classic fl ~ Community 
Brethroy ~ King u - Crescent 
Sturgeon Fells ~ Regent y - Crown 
= nines i ~ Deric 
Le Grand n ~  Eestwood 
- Regent i ~ Eclipse 
= Bie n ~ Eglinton 
-~  Simcce 4 - Embassy 
~ Empire ¥ Esquire 
- Tivoli Fox 
he Bs vel " Garden 
- Capitol " Gerrard 
— . ‘Oxford ë Granada 
- Strand i ~ Grant 


Toronto 
ft 


Arborg 
Baldur 
Beause jour 


se Pe ee 


Ontario--(Cont'd 


Grover 

Guild 
Hillcrest 
Hippodrome 
Hollywood 
Hudson 

Ideal 

Imperial 

Icla 

Kenvweed : 

King 

King's Playhouse 
Kingsway 

Kum © 

Lensdowne 

La Plaza 

La Salle 

Loew's 

Madison 

Major Rogers Road 
Major 6t. Clair 
Manor 

Mayfair 


Toronto 
{it 


Trenton 
fi 


Tweed 

Uxbridge 

Walkerton 

Wallaceburg 
fi 


Waterford 


Metro Waterloo 
New Strand Welland 

_ Oakwood u 
Odeon Weston 
Oriole Whitby 
Orpheum Wiarton 
Oxford Williamsburg 
Palace Windsor 
Pepe x 
Paradise 5 
Paramount 1 
Parkdele A 
Parliament À 
Photoärcome à 
Pickford a 
Prince of Wales Wingham 
Pylon Woodstock 
Queen 4 
Radio City a 
Regent 

Manitoba 

Arborg Birtle 
Baldur Bissett 
oter Boissevain 


Revue 
Rex 
Rialte 
Rio 

Royal 
Royal Alexandra 
Reyal George 
Royce 
Runnymede 
St. CIATT 
Scarboro 
Rivoli 
Uptown 
Village 
York 
Century 
Trent 
Tweed 
Strand 
Rienville 
Alexander 
CepitolL 
Royal 
Waterloo 
Capitol 
Community 
Weston 
Brock 
Berford 
Picadilly 
Capitol 
Empire 
Palace 
Park 
Royal 
Temple 
Pavol, 
Vanity 
Lyceum 
Capitel 
Princess 
Royal 


Savoy 
Rice Lake 
Victoria 


| Bowsman 
Brandon 
" 
‘Carberry 
Carmen 
Crystal City 
Dauphin 
| " 
 Deloraine 
| Emerson 


‘Fisher Branch 
‘Flin Flon 
" W 
Foxwarren 
‘Gilbert Plains 
Gladstone 
Glenboro 
Ged's Lake 
Grandview 
Gretna 
Hamiota 

" 


Kenton 

Killarney 

Lac du Bonnet 

Lenore 

‘McCreary 

‘MacGregor 

Menitou 

Melita 

Minnedosa 

Morden 

Morris 

Neepawa 

Pilot Mound 

Pine Falls 

Pipestone 

Plumes 

Pertage la Prairie 
1 it fl 


Rapid City 
Rivers 
Roblin 
Roland 
Rossburn 
Russell 
St. Claude 
Selkirk 
nerridon 
Shoal Lake 
Sonerset 
douris 
Stonewall 
stony Mountain 


| 
| 
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Manitobe——(Cont'd) 


Happyland 
Capitol 
Strand 
Palace 
Boyne 

De Luxe 
Dauphin 
Gay 
Jubilee 
De Luxe 
Fisher 
Northland 
Rex 
Foxwarren 
Plains 
Revilo 
Roxy 
Community 
Orland 
Queen's 


McConnell Hall. 


Orange 
Kenton 
Lyceum 
Star 
Lenore 
Municipal 
Tivoli 
Pembina 
Melita 
Lyric 
Starlend 
Princess 
Roxy 

Cozy 
Chateau 
Memorial 
Mitzi 
Elite 
Pleyheuse 


I.0°0.F. Halts 


Four Star 
Lyric 

Rex 
Ressburn 
Russell 

St. Claude 
Roxy 

Roxy 

Masonic Hall 
Lorne Central 
Avalon 

Oak 

Oak 


Swen River 
Teulon : 
The Pas 
Transcona 
Treherne 
Virden 
Wesagaming 
Waskada 
Wawanesa 
Winnipeg 


nt 


_ (Norwood) 


(St. James) 


(St. Vital) 


(St. Boniface) 


(St. Boniface) 


(East Kildonan) 


(St. Vital) 


Winnipeg Beach 
Winnipegosis 


Pelace 


Teulon 
Roxy 
Trenscona 
Legion 
Auditorium 
Perk 
Brenda 
Cameo 
Arlington 
Baddow 
Beacon 
Bijou 
Capitol 
Classic 
College 
Colonial 
Corona 
Crescent 
De Luxe 
Dominion 
Elm 

Fox 
Furby 
Geiety 
Garrick 
King's 
Lyceum 
Mac's 


Metropolitan 


Oak 

Onyx 
Orpheum 
Osborne 
Palace 
Paris 
Park 
Plaza 
Regent 
Rialto 
Rio 

Rose 
Roxy 
Sterland 
State 
Times 
Tivoli 
Tower 
Uptown 
Velour 
Windsor 
Wonderland 
Beachview 
Rex 


Abbey 
Arborfield 
Arcola 
ssiniboia 
Aylsham 
Balcarres 
Bettleford 
Dors 
Bienfeit 
Biggar 
Birch Hills 
Breadview 
Bruno 
Burstall 
Cancrs 
Canwcod 
Carlyle 
Climex 
Conquest 


Fete eee 
Esteven 

Eston 
Fairlight 

Fir Mountein 
Foam Lake 

Fort Gu’ Appelle 
Fox Velley 
Gleslyn 

Gelden Prairie 
Gcldfields 
Grsvelbourg 
Grenfell 

Gull Leke 
Hanley 

Herbert 


Hudson Bay Junction 


Humbeldt 
Indien Head 
Kamsack 
Kelliher 
Kelvington 
Kerrobert 
Kineaid 
Kindersley 


Community 
Tivoli 
Princess 
Olympia 


Northern Light 


Arcedia 
Nada 
Bengough 
Legicn 
Majestic 
Municipal 
Town Hall 
Bruno 
Burstall 
Royal 
Elks 
Community 
Community 
Coliseum 
Pallas 
Municipel 
Cut Knife 
Pallas 
Gaiety 
Dodsland 
Pastime 
Prenk's 
Wynn 
Masonic 
Communi ty 
Orpheum 
Eston 
Community 
Capitol 
Foam Lake 
Dix 


Fex Velley 


Glaslyn 
Rex 

Roxy 
Legicn 
Windsor 
Lyceum 
Hanley 
Municipal 
Legion 
Lux 


Auditorium 


Elite 
Community 
Legicn 
Memorial 
Kincaid 
Rex 


Lisa. 


Kinistino 
Kyle 
Le Fleche 
Langenburg 
Lanigan 
Lashburn 
Leeder 
Leesk 
Limerick 
Lintlaw 
Lloydminster 
Lucky Lake 
Luseland 
Macklin 
Meidstone 
Maple Creek 
Margo 
veryfield 
eaaow Lake 
Melfort 
Melville 
Meyronne 
Milestene 
Meese Jaw 

# A] 

ff [A 


Moosemin 

Merse 

Mossbenk 
esicam 

Neilburg 

Nipawin 

Nckcmis 

Norauey 

North Battleford 

Outlock 

Oxbow 

Pelly 

Perdue 
Penteix 
Portréeve 
Preeceville 

Prince Alhert 

it if] 


Quill Lake 
Radisson 
Radville 
Raymere 


Regina 
st} 


Rockglen 


Marlowis 
Kyle 
Globe 
Capitol 
Municipal 
Community 
otar 
Marks 
Palace 
Municipal 
Empress 
Mirror 
Community 
Memoriel Hall 
Maidstone 
Grand 
Municipal 
Community 
Strand 
Grand 
Princess 
Municipel 
Municipal 
Capitol 
Orpheum 
Foyel 
Lyric 
Town Hell 
Rose 
Neicem 
Community 
Orpheum 
Nokomis 
Nerauay 
Empress 
Lyric 
Palledium 
Memorial 
Onyx 

De Lux 
Portreeve 
Preeceville 
Orpheum 
strand 
Municipal 
Tweedemuir Hall 
Princess 
Community 
Capitel 
Grand 
Metrcpclitan 
Rex 

Roxy 
Dreamlend 


Rosetcwn 
Rose Valley 
Resthern 
Seskatocn 

"W 
paskatoon 

ft 

1! 
Semens 
Shaunavon 
chellbrook 
Simpson 
Spalding 
Speers 
Spiritwoed 
peter City 
Strasbourg 
Swift Current 

ft 1 


Tisdale 


~ Acme 

_ Alix 
 ÆAllience 
“Athabeska 
_ Penff 

_ Barrheed 
_Basher 

_ Basseno 
Bellevue 
Bentley 
Berwyn 

Big Valley 
 Blsirmore 
Bennyville 
Breoks 
Burdett 
Cadomin 
Celgary 

f " 


29>. 


sasketchewen-~(Cont'd) 


Unicue 
Pioneer 
Orpheum 
Capitol 
Daylight 
Ritz 
Roxy 
Tivoli 
Coliseum 
Plaza 


Shellbrook 


Victoria 
Municipal 
Scott's 
Community 
Roxy 
Municipal 
Eagle 
Lyric 
Felkon 


McInnis 
Legion 
Elks 
Parker 
Lux 

Roxy 
Lyric 
Orpheum 
Cole's 
Community 
Berwyn 
Lyceum 
Orpheum 
Century 
Gayety 
Community 
Cadomin 
Capitel 
Crescent 
Gary 
Grand 
Isis 
Kinema 
Palece 
Pleza 
Strand 
Tivoli 
Variety 
Bailey 


Opera House 


Tugaski 
Turtleford 
Unity 
Val Merie 
Vanguerd 
Viscount 
Wadena 
Wakaw 
Wapelle 
VWiatrous 
Watson 
Weyburn 
White Fex 
Whitwocd 
Wilkie 
Willow Eunch 
Wynyard 
Yerkton 

"1 


Alberta 


Carbon 
Cardston 
Cercline 
Cerstairs 
Castcr 
Chenpion 
Chauvin 
Cleresholm 
Clive 
Clyde 

Coel Velley 
Coleman 
Consert 
Dayslend 
Del burne 
Cremons 
Dewberry 
Didsbury 
Donalca 
Drumheller 
East Coulee 
Eckville 
Edberg 
Edgerten 


Edmonton 
Lil 


Tugaski 
Recree tion 
otar 
Paleis Royale 
Royal 
Community 
Wadena 
Municipal 
Municipel 
Roxy : 
Star 
Hi-Art 
White Fox 
Rex 

Roxy 
Palace 
Legion 
Princess 
Roxy 


Carbon 
Mayfair 
Community 
Hasonic 
Pekin 

Cameo 

Royal 

Rex 
Community 
Community 
Community 
Palece 
Consort 
Daysland 
Opera. House 
Community 
Community 
Opere House 
1.0.0.0. Haas 
Nepier 

Star 
Eckville 
Victoria 
Edgerton 
Avenue 
Capitol 
Dreemlend 
Empire 
Empress 

Gem 


Edson 

Elnora 
Fairview 
Falher 

Feust 
Fcremost 
Forestburg 
Fort McMurray 


Fort Saskatchewan 


Gleichen 
Grande Prairie 
Grenum 
Henne 
Herdisty 
High Prairie 

ft ft 


" River 
Holden 
Hussar 
Innisfail 
Innisfree 
Irme. 
Jesper 
Killsm 
Lacombe 
Lamont 
Leduc 
Lethbridge 

LE 


n 


Lorond 
Longview 
Longheed 
Luscer 
McLennan 
Mecleod 
Magreth 
Mannville 
Merweyne 
Mayerthorpe 
Medicine Hat 
Medicine Hat 
Milk River 
Mirror 
Morinville 


Abbotsford 
Alberni 


ogo =; 


Alberte-—(Cent'd) 


Princess 
Rielto 
Roxy 
Strend 
Varscone 
New Edson 
Community 
Gem 

Gay 
Community 
Midland 
Crillion 
Fort 
Community 
Community 
Cepitcl 
Sterlend 
Capitcl 
Kiefer's 
Memorial Hell 
Roxy 
Wales 
Community 
Community 
Royal 
Innisfree 
Kiefer's 
Chaba 
Empire 
Avelon 
Lamont 
Telford 
Capitcl 
Leslta 
Roxy 
Community 
Roxy 
Community 
Luscar 
Elks 
Empress 
Empress 
Orenge Hall 
Merweyne 
Mayertherpe 
Monarch 


Roxy 


Crystal 
Grend 
Perish Hall 


Mountain Park 
Mundere 
Nanton 
Newcestle 
Nerdegg 
Okotoks 

Olds 

Peece River 


Picture Butte 


Pincher Creek 
Poncka 
Provost 
Raymond 
Red Deer 

il it 
Rimbey 
Reckyford 


Rocky Mountain House 


Rosedsle 
Royalties 
Ryley 

St. Peul 
Sedgewick 
Spirit hiver 
Standard 
Stavely 
Stettler 
Strethmere 
Strome 
sundre 
sylvan Lake 
Taber 

Three Hills 
Tofield 
Trechu 
Turner Valley 
Twe Hills 
Vauxhall 
Vegreville 
Vernilion 
Viking 
Vulcen 
Wainwright . 
Warner 
Wacketenau 
Waterways 
Westlock 
Wetaskiwin 
Willingdon 


British Columbia 


Abbotsford 
Roxy 


Armstreng 
Ashereft 


Mountain Park 


National 


Elklend 
Sylvie 
Empress 
Municipal 
Mayfseir 
Boyd 

Me lody 
Opera House 
Empress 
Royal 
Capitcl 
Capitcl 
Crescent 


. Town Hall 


Reckyford 
Roxy 
Midway 
Mount View 
Ryley 
Elite 
Sedgewick 
Mascnic Hall 
Stendard 
Stevely 
Stettler 
Hirtle's 
Memoriel 
Sundre 

Up 14 own 

Rex 

Lyric 
Variety 
Legion 
Valley 
Recreéeticn 
Community 
Vimy | 
Columbia 
Elks 
Vulcen 
Elite 
Empress 
Community 
Waterways 
AS © 
Audien 
Willingdon 


Star 
Ashercft 


“Atlin 

Bralorne 
‘Britannie Beach 
| Chilliwack 
Copper Mountain 
Courtenay 

4 tu 


Cranbrook 
oreston 

Au 

Sumber Land 
Dawson Creek 


Ocean Falls 
Oliver | 
Penticton 
Pioneer Mines 
Port Alberni 
| oD yn 
Port Alice 
Powell River 
Premier 
Prince Gecrge 
4 Rupert 
’inceton 


el es 


British Columbia (Cont'à) 


Globe 
Community 
Barbara 
Strand 
Community Club 
Bickle 
EW. 

Star 
Grand 
Tivola 
Elow Lio 
Carlsania 
Capitol 
Cadet 
Orpheum 
Community 
Rex 
Granada 
Hammond 
Haney 
Capitol 
Empress 
Orpheum 
Ladner 
Rio 
Langley 
Log Cabin 
Massett 
Rex 

Opera House 
Victory 
Capitol 
Strand 


‘Grand 


Capitol 

Civic 

Columbia 
Edison 

Fox 

Metro 
Sapperton 

Oak Bay 

Ocean Fells 
Oliver 

Capitol 
Community Club 
Capitol 

Port 

Port Alice 
Patricia 
Community Hall 
Strand 

Capitol 
Capitol 


Quesnel 
Revelstoke 
Rock Bay 
Ressland 
Salmen Arm 
Sointula 
Squanish 
Stewart 
Trail 


" 


Vancouver 
ft 


“ (West) 


"  (Ncrth) 


i (North) 
n (Burnaby) 


Vernon 


Victoria 
Li 


n 
" 


Rex 
Avolie 
Rock Bay 
Capitol 
Rex 
Opera House 
Squamish 
Opera House 
Strand 
Rialto 
Alma 

Bay 
Beacon 
broadway 
Cambie 
Capitol 
Colonial 
Dominion 
Dunbar 
Fraser 
Crandview 
Ecllyburn 
Hollywood 
Kerricdale 
Kingsway 
Kitsilano 
Lonsdale 
Lux 

Lyric 
Marpole 
Music Box 
Nova 

Oak 
Olympia 
Orpheum 
Paradise 
Pleza 
Regent 
Rex 

Rio 

Roxy 
Royal 
Stenley 
Star 
Strand 
Varsity 
Victoria 
Windsor 
York 
Capitol 
Atlas 
Capitol 
Dominicn 
Plaza 


ee 


British Columbia--(Cont'd) 


Vietcria - Rio 
" - Royal 
Mt = Sonk 
TANT ee oe a set 
Wells cunse 
West Summerland SU (REALE DO 
Westview - Roxy 


Dawson City ..... 


FILM EXCHANG 


Coloniel Pictures Ltd., 

Columbia Pictures of Canada Ltd., 
Compagnie France Film 

Eestern Film Company 

Festman Photegraphic Materials 
Empire Universal Films Ltd., 
General Films Ltd., 

Grend Naticnal Films Ltd., 
Meritime Film Exchange 

Motion Picture Supply 

Paramount Film Service Ltd., 
Peerless Films Ltd., 

Regal Films Ltd., 

R. K. 0. Distributing Corp. of Can.Ltd. 
Sovereign Film Distributors Ltd., 
Superior Films Ltd., 

Twentieth Century-Fox Corp. Ltd., 
United Artists Corp. Ltd., 
Vitagreph Ltd., 


White Rock 
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Williems Lake 
Wocdfibre 
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Park 

White Rock 
Oliver 
Community 
Community 


Head Office Address 


277 Victorie St., 
21 Dundas Scuare 
637: Craze St. Wa, 
$7 Union SE, 
610 Granville St., 
Alt NiGterae Shay 
1924 Rose St., 
271 Victoria ot 
87 Union Et, 
352 Carlton St., 
111 Bones 
211 Victoria vous 
1908 Royal Bank Bldg., 
277 Victoria St. 
211 Nictoria ets, 
277 NESROT LASER 
110 Bond St., : 
277 Victoria St., 
21 Dundas Square 
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Adamson, M. L. 

Allied Amusements Ltd., 
Associated Theatres Ltd., 
B. & L. Theatres 

Cole, W. J. 

Compagnie Frence-Film 
Confederetion fmusenents Ltd., 
Famous Pleyers Can. Cerp. 
Hambleton, Robt. 

Hanson Theatres Limited 
Humphrey, H., 

Kiefer, R. R. 

Miller, G. R. 

Morten Theatres Ltd., 


9921-113th St., 

300 Film Exchange Bldg., 
300 Film Exchange Eldg., 
12 Hazen Ave., 


1135 Cote De Beaver Hall 
L449 St. Alexander St., 
1200 Royal Bank Bldg., 


2741 Vieterieeu,, 


559 Main St., 


Toronto, Ont. 
ff + " 
Montreal, Que. 
St. John, N.Be 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Teronto, Ont. 
Regina, Sask. 
Toronto, Ont. 
St. John, N.B. 
Winnipeg, Man. 
Toronte, Ont. 
Toronte, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Teronte, Ont. 
Torënto, Ont. 
Terento, Ont. 
Torento, Ont. 
Teronto, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 


Edmenton, Alta. 


Winnipeg, Man. 
Winnipeg, Man. 
ot. John, N.B. 


Bellevue, Alte. 


Montreal, Que. 
Montreal, Que. 
Terente, Ont. 
Simcoe, Ont. 

Toronto, Ont. 


Grenfell, Sask. 


Hardisty, Alta. 
Wynyard, Sask. 


Winnipeg, Men... 
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Name : Heed Office Address 
Mrphy J. L. 4 Gravelbourg, Sask. 
rthern Empire Thectres Timmins, Ont. 
Brien Theatres Ltd., . Renfrew, Ont. 
mrdy, K. E., FIal-1OAth. St. Edmenton, Alta. 
meon, C. R. Vulcan, Alta. 
thstein, N. 377 Burrows Ave., Winnipeg, Man. 
Beer, LUE, Hanne, Alta. 

D Nay he Bs 704-8th Ave. W., . Calgery, Alta. 
er FG. Cons Lids, 95: Charlotte St., Oty JON, «NBs 
therland, Mrs. F., St. Mary's, Ont. 
éatre Holding Corp., 21 Dundas Ecusre Terento, Ont. 
entieth Century Theatres 21 Dundss Square Teronte, Ont. 
nited Amusements Ltd., 5887 Monklend Ave., Montreal, Que. 
lestern Thestres Ltd., : 301 Somerset Bldg., Winnipeg, Man. 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 
MOTION PICTURES IN CANADA, 1941 


Ë Summary 
: Admissions to motion picture theatres in Canada exceeded cne hundred 


and sixty-—twe millicns in 1941 while bex office receipts, exclusive of amusement 
_ taxes, reached a total cf $41,569,000 according to final results of the annual survey 
cf motion picture theetres made by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominicn Puresu 
of ftetistics. Per capita expenditure at motion picture houses stood at $3.63 for 
1941 compared with $3.35 for 1940, #3.03 for 1939 and $3.77 for 1930, the earliest 
year for which figures are availeble. There were altogether 1,244 motion picture 
theatres in Canada in 1941. Admissions increased 6.9 per cent and receipts 9.& per 
| cent in 1941 over the preceding year. 


‘ 


All provinces reported geins in admissions and receipts over 1940, a 
marked increase in the city of Halifax preducing e gain for the Province of Neve 
… Seetie considerably in excess of those recorded fcr other provinces. Percentage in- 
_ creases in box office receipts over 1940 for the various provinces are as follows: 
m® Prince Fdward Island, 23 per cent; Nova Scotia, 20 per cent; Alberta, 12 per cent; 
New Brunswick, 10 per cent; Onteric, 10 per cent; Quebec, 10 per cent; Saskatchewan, 
5 per cent; Menitobe, 5 per cent and Eritish Columbie, 4 per cent. 


Cities with increases in receipts amounting te 10 per cent or over 
together with the percentage increases over 1940 ere as follows: Calgary, 36. per 
cent; Halifax, 30 per cent; Windsor, 25 per cent; Hemilton, 19 per cent; St. 
Catharines, 15 per cent; Three Rivers, 14 per cent; New Westminster, 12 per cent 
and Erantfcrd, 11 per cent. 


| 
| Potentisl admissions to motion picture theatres in 1941 tctelled 
531,281,074. - This figure represents the number of admissions possible with a full 
house in every theatre at every performance. Comparison with the actual number cf 
edmissions er 162,646,690 indicates that 31 per cent of the seating capacity wes 
utilized on the average at each performance. The corresponding retic for 1940 was 
30 per cent. The ratio for 1941 varied considerably fer different provinces, 
ranging from 27 per cent in Quebec to 33 per cent in Ontaric.. Ratios computed for 
seme of the larger cities show 39 per cent for Halifax, 37 per cent for Torentc, 
37 per cent for Hamilton, 36 per cent for Cuebec, 35 per cent for Calgary, 34 per 


Bon 


cent for Windscr, 32 per cent for Vanccuver, 32 per cent for Ottawa, 31 per cent for 
London, 30 per cent for Fdmentcn, 29 per cent for Winnipeg and 27 per cent for 
Montreal, 


There was a slight increase in the propcrtion of single feature 
pregrams shewn in 1941 compared with 1940. Such performances formed 28.5 per cent 
cf the totel number while double feature programs made up the remaining 61.5 per 
cent. The prepcrtion cf double feature programs to the total was lowest in Prince 
Edward Island where none were reported and highest in Quebec province at 83 per 

cent. une feature pregrams formed 65 per cent ef tne total number shown in 
Onterio, 64 per cent in British Columbia, 60 per cent in Manitoba, 44 per cent in 
Alberta, 42 per cent in Nova Scotia, 35 per cent in New Brunswick and 24 per cent 
in ie chewan. 
| Itinerant cperetors numbered 89 in 19/0. Eleven of these used 35 
equipment, cpereted for a total of 1,650 days and had 97,035 admiss (6 
; eceipts. The remaining 7& used 16 m.m. equipment, operated a. to 
7,422. days and had 558,595 admissions and $131, 267 rece eas yim À — 


a 


a) 


om 69 film exchanges engaged in supplying films 

s for. 1941 of $12,747,952, of which $12,368,446 
73,349 represents revenue from advertising end 
other sources. 
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Per Capita Expenditure on Mcticn-Picture Entertainment, 
Canada. end the Provinces ,. 1930, 41933. and 
19 2 1935-1941. 


(neta a of emusement taxes) 
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PANDA TE | ag a 3 | 3.02 | 
5 DD MACE a Ra de eel 
Prince Fdward Tslend | | 0.96)" 2.04. PA haa eo ee 1.26 
Nova Scotia ....... 1.79 | 2.09 | 2.27 | Sel Dore 3.27 
New Brunswick ..... 1559 ne Be A LITE LOT 66. FOTO M pes | 
Piebec crc ra 1,66 | [29] Mo ODA NE 1) aes? 2520 
Ontario’ ste 3.09 | 3.19 | OCT AOC SO 4.65 
Mani tetas ae. sos iO. La ee De Oa een 3529 
Saskatchewan ....:. Ted? dees PSM ERP ER 1.76 
Alberta «sion hed aves 1.92 | 2.21 Heras foe yt Bee 2.80 
British Columbia .. Bebe À 2,15 DSP ANR 700 or 4.98 
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(I) Based on total receipte of regular theatres and itinerant operators. 
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GENERAL TABLES 


Table 1.--Motion Picture Theatre Receipts, by Provinces, 1930, 1933 
| and 1936 eo «a+ le ie Ah D woe A 


Table 2.--Indexes cf Motion Picture Réceipts, ‘by Provinces, 1930 to 
19/1 PP SC ER RE ele ele Paie en 4 OST erie o @ 6) ble) wel wens gle wie @ + 9 nie 0 s 15.2 i 
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Table 3.--Summary of Motien Picture Poa List ies § 1930) to OL iets es 


Table 4.--Principal Statistics for Mcticn Picture Theatres, by Pro- 
vinces end Selected Cities, Canade, 1940 end 19/1 Aa a 6 


Table 5.--Employment and Total Payroll in Motion Picture Theatres, 


Showing Proprieters, Family Members with end without 

Salaries and: Projectionists,* by Provinces, 29,1 M.2,....,,.. 3 
Table 6.--Employment in Motion Picture Theatres Showing Assistent 

Projectionists, Musicians and Stage Hands end all other 

Employees Classified According to Number of Weeks in Oper- 

CRU Me iba M A ato gs tet SMe by) AO NP COR OUR TR RSI NE ESS 9 


“Table 7.--Average Percentage of £enting Capacity Utilized in Motion 


Picture Theatres, by Provinces, and in Selected Cities, 
1940 end 1921 PNR ER AR ANS MARS S LAS Sm, BF One Coe) (Oe (ee OY a bt eyo en lets aus. Aen, © à, à © lors © LG 


‘Table 8.--Number cf Single and Double Feature Performances in Motion 
Picture Theatres, (by Provinces, JOZ0"end 19/1 ov... eee eke La 


Table 9.--Shewing Numbervof.New Picture Theatres, Theetres Remodelled 
and Re-opened, and Theatres Closed and Vecent, by,Provinces, 
Canada, 1940 and 19/1 SSR ST Se DADE SAS Se (OS re le SNS rer ee se eo ste OS TO Tere 6 12 


Table 10.--Ttinerent Motion Picture Operaters, Classified Aecording to 


Size of Projection Fouipment Used, end by Provinces, Caneda, 
19/1 yet er A Th OR Un ce | OR QU NUS eee ee, hd ae a oe . 3 


Table 11.--Principol Statistics for Film Exchanges in Canada, 1930 end 
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Summary 


Admissions to motion picture theatres in Ceneda exceeded one hundred 
and eighty-three and one-half ae uate in 1942 while box office receipts, exclusive 
of emusement taxes, reached a total of $46,461,097 eccording to finel sesul tee of the 
annual survey of motion picture apes aa nade by the Merchandising and Services 
Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Federal and Provincial amusement taxes 
collected on admissions amounted to $11,713,165. . Per capita expenditure including 
amusement taxes at motion picture houses stood at $5.01 for 19/2, British Columbia 
came first with $7.52 ner person spent in this entertainment yet followed by 
Onterio with $6.53, Nove Scotia #5. EE Manitobe %4.39, Alberta $4.22, Quebec $3.81, 
New Brunswick $3.75, Saskatchewan $2.56 and Prince Edwerd Island $2.52. There were 
altegether 1,251 motion picture mes tres in Canada in 1942 supplemented by 96 
Itinerant Lt Admissions increased 13, 0 per cent and receipts 12.3 per cent 
in 1942 over the preceding year. 


All provinces reported gains in ed 
notable increeses being recorded in ae cities of Ha oe PA 
Vancouver. . Percentage increases in box office e receipts over 1941 for the va 
provinces are as follows: Prince Edwerd Island, 26 per cent; British Columbi 
per cent; New Brunswick, 21 per cent; Nova Scotia, 20 per cent; Alberta a, 18 
cent; Quebec, 13 per cent; Sasketchewen, 9 per cent; Ontario, 8 per cent and 
Manitoba, 6 per cent. | 
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Cities with increzses in receipts amounting to 10 per cent or over 
together with the percentage increases over 1941 ere as follows: Vancouver, 25 per 
cent; Edmonton, 23 per cent; Calgery, 21 per cent; Halifax, 20 per cent, Hamilton 
19 per cent; New Westminster, 19 per cent; Windsor, 17 per cent; St. John, 16 per. 
cent; Sydney, 16 per cent; Ottewa, 15 per cent; Montreal, 13 per cent; fiseiu ne, 10 
per cent. 


Potential edmissions to motion picture theetres in 1942 totalled 
566,637,994. This figure represents the number of sdmissions possible with » full 
house in every theatre st every performance. Comparison with the ectual number of 
admissions or 183,735,258 indicates that 32 per cent of the seating capacity was 
utilized on the eversge at exch, performance, en increzse of 1 point over the cor- 
responding ratio for 1941. The ratio for 1942 varied considerably for different 
provinces, ranging from 36 per cent in Nova Scotia down to 26 per cent in Saskat- 
chewan. Ratics computed for some of the larger cities show 44 per cent for arate 
39 per cent for Toronto, 36 per cent for Windsor, 35 per cent for Edmonton, 35 p 

cent for Hamilton, 35 per cent for Quebec, 34 ver cent for Calgary, 34 per cant 268 
Vancouver, 33 per .cent for Ottawa, 30 per cent for London, 20 per ps: for Winnipeg 
and 29 per cent for Montresl. 


Theatres classified according to ownership show 503 moving picture 
houses cpersted by firms owning 4 or more units, the "chain" group. Chain theatres 
had 70.3 per cent of the totel receipts in 1942 and 66.8 per cent of the total ad- 
issions.. Proprietors with only one unit operated 549 or slightly more than one- 
alf the total number cf thestres accounting for 22 per cent of the total receipts 


ko Se Ge 
and 24 per cent of tne admissions. 


The proportion of single feature programs shown in 1942 compared with 
1941 remained unchanged. Such performances formed 38.5 per ‘cent of the total number 
while double feature programs made up the remaining 61.5 per cent. The proportion 
of double feature progrems to the total wes lowest in Prince Edward Island at 1.3 
ver cent end highest in Quebec province at 78 per cent. Double feature programs 
formed 66 per cent of the total number shown in Ontario, 63 per cent in British 
Columbia, 61 per cent in Manitoba, 42 per cent in Alberta, 39 per cent in Nova Scotis 
37 per cent in New Brunswick end 31 per cent in Saskatchewan. 


Exactly one-third of the total number of theatres in Cenada used 
feature programs exclusively throughout the year. These theatres accounted 
per cent of the totel edmissions and the box office receipts amounted te 43 

» cent of the total for 1942. In Quebec double feature programs accounted for 76 
er cent of the theetre admissions and their receipts emounted to 68.5 per cent of 
the total for the province. | 
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Itinerant Operators numbered 96 in 1942. Twelve of these, using 35 
mom. equipment, operated a total of 1,444 days and had 205,360 admissions and $55,~- 
050 receipts. The remaining 84 used 16 mom. equipment, operated 7,481 days and: 
hed 617,027 admissions and $164,109 in receipts. 


Reports secured from 78 film exchanges engaged in supplying films 
to the theetres show total receipts for 1942 of $14,313,904, of which $13,892,093 
represents the rental of films, $370,740 represents revenue from sdvertising and 
451,071 receipts from other sources. Salaries and wages paid to 795 employees 
emounted to $1,473,943. Film relensés wére reported by the exchanges for the 
first time in the 1942 survey. These releases totelled 2,358 films of which 795 
were features, 464 cartoons, 461 news reels and all other films 638. .On breaking 
down the number of feature films by country cf crigin, the reports show that 734 
were produced in the U.S.A., 42 in Great Britain and 19 in other countries. 
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Per Capita Expenditure on Motion-Picture Entertainment 
Ganede and the Provinces, 1935-1942 


EE PE RE ET LS ET SIT NE A SE SLT —— 


AD AE PR DE OC 
7S, ees - ACT RES 


0 ati aye TP ne CT ÈS Ce 


ss ets 

Province UF CET 

C'ANANDAURSS UE. » tee 50 3.35 5.01 
Prince Edward Island | 1.04 Lene 1.26 nada 
Nova 866bi1a 05.00 + sel 209 AL Jeet 5. 89 
New Brunswick ....., [1.64 | 1.86 AA À 375 
Queens is bec ds eos Tel nus 230 3..8b 
Ontario ms eM Te 3,90 4063 6.53 
MBER Obes io Ss nm Mae 7e 3.07 3:23 4039 
Saskatchewan oeoreco | 1.28 1.48 1.76 2:56 
ALHADER ass ac aeeek 244 
British Columbie ....) 4:15 LS? 
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(1) Based on total receipts of regular theatres end itinerant operstors (Exclusive 
of Amusement Taxes). . 
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123 Based on total receipts of regular theatres and itinerent operators. (Including 


Amisement Texes) 
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1.--Motion Picture Theatre Receipts, by Provinces, 1930 and 


1936 to 1942 NERO ST Se 6 © © © © 8 + se Be £0 Be wre 019 Oe ©. ele Oe + 8 8 6e 


2.--Incexes of Motion Picture Receipts, by Provinces, 1930 to 


Le 
1942 Se” a eee SPP lese Sle 4.8) C1 She 6 ee © 6 © ee viefche S/S BLe 0/6 Bre Bye 616 nre 4.0 » ole. 


3.--Summary of Motion Picture Statistics, 1930 and 1933 to 


1942 NOR SEAS) LE en) e, ee «ee, 6,9) 00.0 6.0 OS CFC 8:60. os 0 0.8 0 6 0:6 86.9.2 


Statistics for Motion Picture Theatres, by Pro- 
vinces ané Selected Cities, Canada, 1941 and 1942 ...... 


5.-~Employment and Total Payroll in Motion Picture Theatres, 


Showing Proprietors, Family Members, Projectionists, 
Assistant Projectionists, Musiciens end Stage Hends and 
all other Employees Classified According to full-tim 

and part-time operation, Canada and the Provinces, 1942.. 


6.--Motion Picture Theatres Classified According to Number of 


Theatres Under Same Owmership, Canada, 1930, 1940 and 


1942 tee see 0000600 00 006668080586 209866066ee00260c0 
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7.--Number of Single and Double Feature Performances in Motion 


Picture Theetres, by Provinces, 1941 end 1942 ....,...... 


8.--Thestres Classified According to Proportions of Single and 


Double Feature Performances, by Economic Divisions, 
Canada, 19242 2e Tree 099 6000 0 ee 00 0 te bp 0 8 0 6e 8 6. t © © € & © à © © e © à 


9.--Distribution of Theatres According to Average Price of 


Admission, Canada, 1938-1940 end by Provinces, 1941 and 
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10.--Theatres Classified According te Number of Weeks in Oper- 


ation end Average Number of Deys per Week, Cansde 1938- 
#9,00ends by Fopvinees, L941 and! 1942. .wieceveveswcewegvoss 
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to Size of Projection Equipment Used, and by Province 
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12.~-Showing Number of New Picture Theatres, Theatres Re- 
C 


modelled end Re-opened, and Theatres Closed end Vecant, 
by Provinces, Cene da, 19/1 and 1942 0 4 ve veto be tt 0 9 vtt te 0 


13.--Principal Ststistics for Film Exchangesin Ceneda, 1930 end 
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MOTION PICTURE THEATRES IN CANADA, 1943 


Summary 


Final compilations of motion picture theatre statistics for 1943 show 
Bthat there were 1,269 theatres in Canada last year and that these had 205,826,197 paid 
admissions, Box office receipts exclusive of amusement taxes amounted to $52,567,989 
while Dominion and provincial amusement taxes collected. at motion picture theatres 
amounted to $13,381,361. in addition there were 99 itinerant operators and these had 
(1,051,065 admissions and $308,557 receipts. including the receipts secured both by 
itinerant operators and permanently equipped theatres, per capita expenditure on this 
form of entertainment averaged $5.61 in 1943, per capita figures for the various 
provinces ‘standi ng at $8.29 for british Columbia, $6.97 for untario, $6.68 for Nova 
‘scotia, $5.27 for Alberta, $4.81 for Manitoba, $4.53 for New brunswick, $4.21 for 
Quebec, $3.35 for Prince Edward island, and $5 « 61 for Saskatchewan, 


All provinces reported He dodes both in admissions and in receipts 
in 1943 compared with 1942.. Percentage increases ir receipts compared with 1942 for 
the various provinces with corresponding.percentage increases in admissions in brackets 
are as follows: Prince Edward Island,.27.1 per cent (27.6 per cent); Alberta, 20.8 
per cent (17.8 per cent}; New Brunswick, 20.5 per cent (19.3 per cent); Saskatchewan, - 
19.4 per cent (18.3 per cent); british Columbia, 17.7 per cent (19. 4 per cent}; Nova 
Scotia, 17.2 per cent (17.9 per cent); Quebec, 14.8 per cent (12.2 per cent); Ontario, 
2-5 per cent. (8.1 per cent.):. and Merete 7.7 per cent (7.8 per cent). 


Marked increases ie receipts and admissions were. recorded for some 
of the larger urban centres. Percentage increases in box office receipts for cities 
having increases of 15 per cent or over are as follows:. Edmonton, 57.3 per cent; 
Quebec, 21.6 per cent; Moncton, 21.4 per cent; Saint John, 20.6 per cent; Regina, 
18.9 per cent; Saskatoon, 17.6 per cent; New Westminster, 17.6 per cent; Vancouver, 
16.0 per cent. 


Potential admissions to motion picture theatres in 1943 totalled 
577,271,947, a figure which represents the number of admissions possible were there 
full house in every theatre at every performance of the program. Comparison with 
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this figure of the actual number of admissions 61 205,326,197 indicates that on the 
average 35.7 per cent of the seating capacity was utilized at every performance. 
Corresponding ratios for earlier years are 32.4 per cent for 1942, 31.0 per cent for 
1941, and 30.0 per cent for 1940. The ratio would, of course, be much higher for 
evening than for afternoon programs, ‘Ihe ratio of actual to potential admissions 
varied in different localities. For those cities for which separate figures are 
compiled, the ratio for 1943 was highest in Halifax at 49.6 per cent and was almost. 
as high in Edmonton where it stood at 47.5 per cent. Ratios for other cities include 
3a.% per cent for Montreal, 40.9 per cent for Yorento, 31.7 per cent for Winnipeg and 
o8.l per cent for Vancouver. 


The proportion of single-feature programs shown in motion picture 
theatres imereased slightly from 38.5 per cent in 1942 to 39.4 per cent in 1943. 
The proportion of single-feature programs was highest in Prince Edward Island where 
all programs were of this type and was lowest in Quebec province where only 22.6 per 
cent of the programs were single feature while 77.4 per cent were double. feature. 
The proportions of single feature to total programs in 1943 for the other provinces 
stpnd at 63.1 per cent for Nova Scotia, 61.6 per cent for New Brunswick, 34.6 per. 
cent for Ontario, 38.5 per cent for Manitoba, 70.1 per cent for Saskatchewan, 57.5 
per cent for Alberta, and.40.2 per cent for british Uolumbia. | | ge to ie. 


} 
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Almost 52 per cent of the motion picture theatres used single feature 
programs only and another 30 per cent used double-feature programs only. ‘rhe re- 
mainder varied between showing single and double feature programs. Admissions to 
Single feature performances numbered 93,879,753 or 35.9 per cent of the total 
number, while admissions to double feature programs were 131,946,444 or the remain- 
ing 64.1 per cent. | ; 


The 1,269 motion picture theatres provided employment in some capacity 
to 10,749 persons of whom 981 were proprietors of independently operated establish- 
ments and 9,768 were employees. Of the 981 proprietors, 193 were reported as drawing 
a stated salary and their salaries totalled $308,850. ‘rhere were 788 proprietors 
who reported themselves as drawing no stated salary. Salaries and wages paid to the 
9,768 employees totalled $8,936,918. bry” | 


in connection with the survey of motion picture theatres for 1945, 
each theatre was asked to report the number ot feature films which it showed during 
the year. Although the aggregate of the figures thus reported contain duplications 
since one film is shown in many theatres; nevertheless, this aggregate figure which 
stood at 175,679 in 1943 serves to indicate the total usage or market for feature 
prints. The average usage per theatre for the 1,269 theatres stood at 138. The 
number of films used varies greatly for different types of theatres, being lowest 
for the large first run theatres in heavily populated centres and highest for _ 
small houses in the theatre districts characterized by double feature programs 
changing three times per week. | | x 


Of the 99 itinerant operators who reported their business for 1945, 
there were 88 who indicated that they used 16 mm, equipment and 11 who reported the 
use of 55.mm. equipment. The 88 operators who used the 16 mm. equipment operated 
for a total of 9,331 days-and had 820,389 admissions and $230,404 receipts. Opera 
tors using 35 mm. equipment opereted for a total of 1,562 days and had 230,676 
admissions and $78,153 receipts. 


Reports secured from 87 film exchanges engaged in supplying films 
to the theatres show total receipts of $15,551,277 in 1943, of-which $15,163,355 
represents the rental of films, $339,891 represents revenue from advertising, while 
$48,031 receipts were reported from other sources. Film releases reported by the 
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exchanges for 1943 show a total of 2,020 films released, of which 686 were features, 
61 were cartoons, 377 were news reels, and 596 were comprised of other types. Of 
he 686 feature films released, 557 were produced in the United States, 97 were 
produced in Great Britain and 32 were produced in other countries, 


Per Capita Expenditure on Motion-Picture Entertainment 


Canada and the Provinces, 1936-1943 
FH RO (2) RCE 
1) 1942 | 1942 | 1943 
“SE MX TUE ME E 


Province 


CANADA 920000090000000 


SNHUBwDUE Lex = | 
© k we 
«© © -3 0 M EC D D D | 


Prince Edward Island 0666660600 1270) 1585 ° 26 1.52 | 1900) wmode | Good 
in TL cel oc secour a Ad oo 2009 027 | 3.82] 4.55 | 5.89 | 6.68 
lew Brunswick 0c00000050000000 178 1.84 ofl | 2.411 2.88 | 3.75 | 4,53 
uebec 20900000090006606000000 2.02 2019 090 | 2.48] 2.76] 3.81 | 4.21 

LEON is AE ER AE o's 0 brs ete 9049 4.08 5 | 5:07 | 5.44] 6.53] 6.97 
MOD OSS Bac Los liens 2.83 3003 o£0 | 3041 | 3,60 | 4.39] 4.81 

MSkatchewan 000000800080 0 0 1.5 1.57 [1.76 | 1.92] 2.08] 2.56 | 3.51 
2.000 2061 080 | Soll | $5.55 | 4.22 | 5.27 
4.31 4,83 098 | 5.908! 6.05] 7.52 | 8.29 


(1) Based on total receipts of regular theatres and itinerant operators (Exclusive of 
. amusement taxes). (2) Based on total receipts of regular theatres and itinerant 
operators. (Including amusement taxes). 


Non-Commercial Films 
The statistics quoted above and contained in the tables which follow re- 
late to the showing of motion pictures in the commercial field. In addition to the 
attendance at these commercial theatres there were about 8,000,000 free admissions to 
ilms shown by the National Film Board. Through the courtesy of that Board, the follow- 
ng statistics relating to its operations in 1943 are presented: 


; The National Film Board utilized the services of 38 film libraries 
located in the larger urban centres for the storage and distribution of war informa- 
“lon and educational 16 mm. films. These film libraries released films for 17,608 non= 
éOmmercial showings at which the attendance totalled 3,212,209. 


| In addition there was a total attendance of 1,771,655 at 10,821 showings 
iven in industrial and trade union circuits. Rural circuits operating outside a radius 
f ten miles from commercial theatres and in connection with schools and agricultural 
Societies had 22,208 showings and an attendance of 5,065,252. 
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GENERAL TABLES 


À.--Motion Picture Theatre Receipts, by Provinces, 1936 to 


1943 e©oeFP 9G 00 KTHTH0ADH9DOFEHFOCGZHLCSLOF COSHH HCADHO CH BOSCH HF AFOCKCO0OK0PKHEGHZ0KG00F7000000000 


&.--indexes of Motion Picture Receipts, by Provinces, 1931 to 1943 ... 
5.--Summary of Motion Picture Statistics, 1930 and 1933 to 1943 ...0c. 


o--Receipts, Amusement Taxes and Seating Capacity for Motion Picture 


Theatres, by Provinces and for Selected Gities, 1942 and 1943... 


9.--Admissions and Average Seating Capacity utilized for Motion 


Picture ‘theatres, by Provinces and for Selected Cities, 1942 


Ly 
and 1943 $000000000000000000000000000000000000009000000000000000o 


6.°-Employment in Motion Picture Theatres, Classified According to 


Full-time and Part-time Operation, Canada and the Provinces, 


1943 o708299 98 F9KF0HHHHKHSCHHKHHOHLOOHOKHEHDOHOHOHLHOHHGCHOCHFOHDHDBGHODOGDXO0O0D OHH XOO000090 


7.°-Number of Employees Classified According to Number of hours 


Worked per ieek in Theatres Classified According to Amount 
of Annual Receipts, Canada and the Economic Divisions, 1943 2.0. 


8.--Motion Picture Theatres Ulassified According to Number of ‘theatres 


Under Same Ownership, Canada, 1950, 1937, 1940, 1942 and 1943 .. 


9.~-Number of Single and Double reature Performances in Motion Picture 


theatres, by Provinces, 1942 and L945 os /0'o tein ko ete te CN OP 


10.-~theatres Classified According to Proportions of Single and Double 


feature Performances, by Economic Divisions, Canada, 1943 ..000.0 


11.--Distribution of theatres According to Average Price of Admission, 


Canada, 1958-1941 and by Provinces, 1942 and 1943 .o.ccccoccccce 


Table 12.--Theatres Classified According to Number of Weeks in Operation 


Table 


Table 


and Averäge Number of Days per Week, Canada, 1938-1941 and by 
Provinces, 1942 and 1943 “He | 


90608080 0'0 0 0.0 0 a 0 0 00 0:00 0 6 eo 00068 c'e 00e 00e 00 


15.--itinerant Motion Picture Uperators, Classified According to Size 


of Projection Equipment Used, and by Provinces, Canada, 1943 ... 


l4.--Showing Number of New Picture theatres, ‘theatres Remodelled and 


Ke-opened, and ‘theatres Closed and vacant, by Provinces, Canada, 
1942 and 1943 


SDE OLED NENG 1480 OKS ee 0 one bo ele 0e 0) 9) 0:0 6 6.16 vip ele ce ds certe 


Table 15.=-Frincipal Statistics for film sxchanges in Canada, 1930 and 1933 


to 1943 2092090600 
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MOTION PICTURE TNBATRES IN CANADA, 1944 
Summary 


Compared with the marked expansion which characterized motion picture 
theatre attendance and receipts from 1939 to 1943, results now available for 1944 
show but slight change from those of the preceding year. There were 1,298 theatres 
operating in Canada last year and these had 208,167,180 paid admissions. Box 
office receipts exclusive of amusement taxes amounted to $53,173,325 while Dominion 
and provincial amusement taxes collected at motion picture theatres amounted to 
$13,555,730. In addition, the 131 itinerant exhibitors who operated in 8 provinces 
(New Brunswick reported no itinerant operators) had receipts of $337,225, collected 
$67,767 in Dominion and provincial amusement taxes, and reported admissions number- 
ing 1,422,412. Including the receipts secured both by motion picture houses and 
exhibitors using portable equipment, per capita expenditure in this field of enter- 
tainment averaged $5.61 in 1944, figures for the various provinces standing at 
$8.15 for British Columbia, $6.84 for Ontario, $6.73 for Nova Scotia, $5.35 for 
Alberta, $4.93 for Manitoba, $4.51 for New Brunswick, $4.26 for Quebec, $3.54 for 
Saskatchewan, and $3.41 for Prince Edward Island. 


In addition to the above, there were 4 establishments operating in Canada 
in 1944 as legitimate theatres. These establishments offered 577 presentations of 
various kinds and had total paid admissions numbering 950,169. Revenue from the 
sale of tickets for such presentations was $998,942 with additional amusement taxes 
of $224 ,367. 


Minor gains in receipts in 1944 compared with 1943 were reported by all 
provinces except New Brunswick where box office returns declined by 1 per cent. 
Number of paid admissions increased only slightly in most provinces and declined 1 
per cent in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and British Columbia. Percentage changes in 
receipts in 1944 compared with 1943 for the various provinces with corresponding 
results in admissions in brackets are as follows; Prince Edward Island, t1.6 per 
cent (+2.3 per cent); Nova Scotia, +1.8 per cent (-0.8 per cent); New Brunswick, 
-1.0 per cent (-0.9 per cent); Quebec, +7.8 per cent (+3.3 per cent); Ontario, 
+1.8 per cent (+0.7 per cent); Manitoba, +5.0 per cent (#4.5 per cent); Saskatchewan, 
«7,3 per cent (+7.3 per cent); Alberta, +5.1 per cent (+5.1 per cent); British 
Columbia, +0.9 per cent (-1.0 per cent). 
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Results for the larger urban centres were not uniform. Box: office receipts 
gained 9 per cent in Montreal, 6 per cent in Toronto, and 1: per cent in Regina, but 
declined by 2 per cent in Halifax, 7 per cent in Saint John, 2 per cent in Winnipeg 
and 2 per cent in Edmonton. Vancouver receipts remained on a par with 1943. 


Potential admissions to motion picture theatres in 1944 totalled 579,489,091, 

a figure which represents the maximum number of admissions possible if every perform- 
ance of the program played to a full house in every theatre. The actual number of 
admissions reported in 1944 was 208,167,180, indicating that on the average only 35.9 
per cent of the seating capacity was utilized at every performance. Corresponding 
ratios for earlier years were 55.7 per cent for 1943, 32.4 per cent for 1942, 31.0 
per cent for 1941, and 50.0 per cent for 1940, For those cities for which separate 
figures are compiled, the ratio for 1944 was highest in Halifax at 47.5 per cent and 
was almost as high in Edmonton where it stood at 47:3 per cent. Ratios for other 
cities include 35.9 per cent for Saint John, $2.5 per cent for Montreal, 41.7 per 
cent for Toronte, 52.7 per cent for Winnipeg, 34.9 per cent for Regina and 37.5 per 
cent for Vancouver. These ratios are based upon the total figures for each theatre 
including morning, matinee and evening performances, Ratios of actual to potential 


admissions for evening performances alone would of course be considerably higher. 


The proportion of single-feature programs shown in motion picture theatres 
increased slightly from 39:6 per cent in 1943 to 40.4 per cent in 1944, All pro- 
grams shown in motion picture houses in Prince Edward Island were Single features. 

All other provinces showed both single- and double-feature programs, the proportion 
of single-feature programs being lowest in Quebec province where only 23.3 per cent 
of the programs were single features while 76,7 were double features. The proportions 
of single-feature to total programs in 1944 for the other provinces stand at 71.4 for 
Saskatchewan, 65,2 for Nova Scotia, 65.1 for New Brunswick, 55.7 for Alberta, 40.2 
for British Columbia, 39,0 for Manitoba, and 35.3 for Ontario. 


Approximately 28 per cent of the motion picture theatres in Canada used 
Single-feature programs only and these establishments realized 16 per cent of the 
total number of paid admissions, On the other hand, some 27 per cent of the motion 
picture houses showed all double-feature programs and in turn played to 39 per cent 
of the motion picture theatre attendance, The remaining 45 per cent of the theatres 
used both single= and double-bill performances and these catered to approximately 45 
per cent of the people attending motion picture establishments. 


The 1,298 motion picture theatres operating in 1944 provided employment 
for 10,115 employees whose total salaries and wages for the year amounted to 
$9,580,731. Average Salary per employee was $927. In addition there were 1,036 
proprietors of independently operated establishments actively engaged in operating 
theatres. Proprietors receiving a stated salary numbered 264 and reported with- 


drawals of $404,545 while 772 proprietors reported themselves as drawing no stipu- 
lated salary. 


Theatres classified according to ownership show 524 motion picture estabe 
lishments, or 40.4 per cent of the total, operated by firms owning 4 or more units, 
thereby constituting a chain company. Chain theatres realized 74.6 per cent of the 
total receipts and 68.0 per cent of the total admissions in 1944. This compares with 
chain operations of the Previous year when 513 chain theatres or 40.6 per cent of the 
total number, had 64.8 per cent of the receipts and accounted for 65,2 per cent of 
the admissions. Proprietors with only one unit operated 595 theatres, or 45.8 per 
cent of the total, realizing 15.3 per cent of the receipts and 21.8 per cent of the 
admissions. In 1943 Singly operated theatres numbered 957, or 44.0 per cent of the 
total, with box office receipts and admissions amounting to 24.1 per cent and 23.4 


per cent respectively of the totals for that year, There were 179, or 13.8 per cent, 
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1 classified as multiple theatres, that is, 2 or 3 establishments under the same own- 


ership. Receipts of such houses were 10.1 per cent of the total and admissions 
10.2 per cent. In the 1943 analysis, there were 195, or 15.4 per cent multiple 
theatres accounting for 11.1 per cent of the receipts and 11.4 per cent of the ad- 


‘missions. While the proportion of theatres in each category has remained fairly 


constant between the two years, there has been a shift in the percentage distri- 


‘bution of receipts and admissions from the Singly operated theatres to those in 


the chain group. 


When classified according to the average price of admission, theatres 
vary between wide limits, a result which may be attributed in considerable measure 
to the varying proportions of juvenile and adult attendance at different houses. 
The average price of admission for all theatres was 25.6 cents. There were 30.6 
per cent of the 1,298 theatres with an admission charge ranging from 32 to 39 
cents, and 12.6 per cent had an entrance fee of 30 or 3] cents. Theatres charging 
less than 30 cents formed 46,9 per cent of the total, while 9,9 per cent had an 
average admission price exceeding 40 cents. 


In connection with the survey of motion picture theatres for 1944, each 
theatre was requested to state the number of feature films which it showed during 
the year. Obviously, the aggregate figure thus reported by all theatres contains 
duplications since one film is re-rented many times throughout a year. Neverthe- 
less, the 181,720 feature films reported shown during 1944 represents the demand 
or potential market for feature prints. The average usage per theatre for the 
1,298 theatres stood at 140. The number of feature films presented in a year 
varies for different types of theatres. First-run houses in large urban centres 
may change their feature presentation only weekly and thus require relatively few 
Prints. On the other hand, smaller theatres in less densely populated areas, 
accustomed to presenting double-feature bills and often changing programs two or 


three times a week would require a greater number of feature films. 


Itinerant operators were more numerous in 1944 than in 1943 and their 
receipts exceeded those of the previous year by $96,445. There were 116 exhibitors 
who used 16 mn. equipment and these had receipts of $286,008, collected amusement 
taxes amounting to $56,556 and reported 1,189,223 paid admissions. The 15 oper- 
ators using 35 mm. portable equipment reported $51,217 receipts, $11,211 collected 
in amusement taxes and 255,190 admissions. 


There were 25 film exchanges operating in Canada in 1944 and these main- 
tained 88 distributing offices. Rentals of 35 mm.. films brought a revenue of 
$15,548,894 while receipts for 16 mn. film rentals was $967,179. Film exchanges 
reported $346,636 receipts from advertising and $95,765 from other sources. New 
releases reported by the exchanges show a total of 1,979 films released in 1944, 
of which 924 were features, 199 cartoons, 406 news reels, and 450 comprised of 
other types. Of the 924 feature films released, 806 were produced in the United 
States, 84 in Great Britain and 34 in other countries. Film exchanges provided 
employment for 910 persons in 1944 with a pay-roll of $1,844,197. 
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Per Capita Expenditure on 1 Motion-Picture Entertainment . 


Canada and the Provinces, 3, 1936- 1944 — 


Province 11936 ae 1938 
ee. 


ÉATADE octet olen 70| 2.93) 3.02| 3.03] 3. ss] : 3. 5.63) 4 4.01 | 
OU uses me 


1940 1941 


Prince Edward Island ..| 1.15) 1.23, 1. 20) 1.23] 
Nova Scotia ...... RE Seal erate eee 


ea 1.93 2 3.35 
New Brunswick ee 1.78! 1.86: 1.95] 1.84] 


3.821 4.55! 5.89] 


Veno 
Seon 
PAST à 
Quebeg . wn s< cress ee wees Cee ce. 15! DIT 2,19! 1200) 
Ontario ss... cvs 3.40) 3490) 4.07) 4.00) 4.00 o.cr 
HADITODE sc5 Gu ccs ee 3.07! HAV Os Col 80 
SAGA CONEWOAI. cise c's cick es 1970 
2.80 
a 98 


1.48] 1.451. 1.57 


Kiverte se 2.44) 55) PRE 3.11] 5.27 
British Columbia ...... 4,82} 4.81! 4.83 5.08] 8.29] 8.15 


(1) Based on total receipts of regular theatres and itinerant operators (Exclusive 
of amusement taxes). (2) Based on total receipts of regular theatres and 
itinerant operators. (Including amusement taxes). 


Non-Commercial Films 


The statistics quoted in the foregoing aragraphs and the data contained in 
the tables which follow relate to the showing of motion pictures in the commercial 
field. In addition to these attendances at commercial playhouses, there were about 
6,400,000 free admissions to films shown by the National Film Board. Through the 


courtesy of that Board, the following statistics relating to its operations in 1944 
are presenteds 


The National Film Board operated 85 rural circuits in Canada with an 
attendance of approximately 3,000,000. Many of these performances were held in 
schools for students. In addition there was an attendance of about 3,400,000 at 
24,852 showings given in industrial and trade union circuits. 


The Board has established 40 regional librairies situated in the nine 
provinces and these are maintained for the storage and distribution of 16 m. films 
of a documentary nature. 
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6.--Employment in Motion Picture Theatres, Classified According to 
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of Annual Receipts, Canada and the Economic Divisions, 1944 .... 
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15.--Itinerant Motion Picture Operators, Classified According to Size 
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Summary 


Motion pieture theatre attendance and box office receipts in Canada for 
1945 reached an all-time high, according to statements received in the annual survey 
of motion picture houses conducted by the Dominion Burenu of Statisties. The 24 new 
theatres opened during the year, and the 8 houses which were re-opened, brought the 
_ total number of establishments up to 1323. Box office returns at these theatres am- 
ounted to $69,485,732 from which Federal and Provincial Governments collected 
$14,055,021 in amusement taxes, leaving net receipts of $55,430,711. There were 
215,573,267 paid admissions during the year, an inerease of almost 4 per cent in the 
number of admissions over the previous year. In addition, there were 167 itinerant 
‘exhibitors operating in Canada, and these reported net reesipts of over $360,000, 
collected another $93,195 in amusement taxes, and had admissions numbering 1,581,303. 
The per capita expenditure on motion picture entertainment, including both theatres 
_ and itinerant operators, averaged $5.77 in 1945, figures for individual provinces 
standing at #6.15 for British Columbia, $7.16 for Ontario, $6.56 for Nova Sectia, 
$5.34 for Alberta, $5.13 for Manitoba, $4.76 for New Brunswick, $4.36 for Quebec, 
$3.83 for Saskatchewan, and $3.31 for Prince Edward Island. 


In addition to motion picture houses, there were 4 establishments operating 
in Canada as legitimate theatres. These 4 situations were open for 1,035 days during 
the year, had net receipts of $873,341, and collected an additional $239,179 in 


| ÿ 
13 
| amusements taxes. There were 1,137,322 paid admissions to these performances. 


1 1 Prince Edward Island and Nova Scctia reported declines in receipts between 
_ 1945 and 1944, while box office returns in Alberta gained less than 1 per cent te- 
_ tween the two vears. Receipts for the other provinces showed gains of between 2 and 
* per cent. The number of paid admissions fell off slightly in Nova Scotia while 
gains in admissions in the other provinces ranged up to 8 per cent. Percentage 
changes in receints in 1945 compared with 1944 for the various provinces with corres- 
ponding results in admissions in brackets are as follews: Prince Edward Island, -2.§ 
per cent (+2.5 per cent}; Nova Sectia, -0.9 per cent (-0,6 per cent); New Brunswick, 
+6.8 per cent (+6.8 per cent); Quebec, +4.6 per cent (+2.6 per cent); Ontario, +5,23 
per cent (+4.7 per cent); Manitoba, +4,7 per cent (+2.0 per cent); Saskatchewan, +8.8 
per cent (+7.4 per cent); Alberta, +0.3 per cent (+0.8 per cent); British Columbia, 
*+2.1 per cent (+3.3 per cent). 


Marked increases were recorded in both receipts and admissions for some of 
the larger cities in Canada, Revenue from the sale of tickets increased 21 per cent 
in Sherbrooke, 14 per cent in Winnipeg, 12 per cent in Saskatoon, 10 per cent in New 
Westminster, © per cent in Saint John and Quebec, and 8 per cent in Regina. Other 


Prices; 25 cents. 


o 2 © 


cities showed gains ranging from 1 per cent to 6 per cent. Receipts declined by 1 per 
cert in Brantford, 2 per cent in Halifax, 3 per cent in Kingston, 5 per cent in Monce 
ton and Edmenton, and 9 per cent in St. Jean. 


Motion picture theatre attendances in 1645 could have numbered 590,967,937 
had each theatre played to a full house at each performance. Actually, the number 
cf paid admissions reported for the year was 215,673,267, indicating that on the 
average only 36,5 per cent of the potential maximum seating capacity was utilized 
at every performance. Corresponding ratios for earlier years were 35.9 per cent for 
1644, 35.7 per cent for 1543, 32,4 per cent for 1942, and 31.0 per cent for 1641, 
Resulis for the lerger cities in Canada revealed that the highest proportion cf 
average Seating capacity utilized was recorded for Halifax, at 47.2 per cente 
Edmonton followed slosely, paid admissions numbering 46.0 per cent of the total 
possible sesting capacity, while ratios for other cities include 43.6 per cent for 
Moncton, 82% per cent for Montreal, 41.7 per cent for Toronte, 31.9 per cent for 
Winnipeg, 55.1 per cent for Regima, and 39,1 per cent for Vancouver, These figures 
make no a.icwances for the heavier traffie to evening performances as compared with 
matinee exhibitione, The proportion cf actual to potential admissions for evening 
performances alone would be considerably higher than that recorded in the total 
figures» 

Doub le-feature bills continued to attract the largest number of theatre= 
goers, The properticn of double - and single-featurs programe shown during 1945 ree 
mained almost unchanged from the previous year, the ratios for 1945 standing at 59.4 
per cent for double featurss and 40,8 per cent fer single features compared with 
59.8 per esnt and 40.4 per cent for the previous year. Prince Edward Island alone 
showed no dceubleofeature programs, Doubleebill performances were most popular in 
Quebec, accounting for 75.8 per cent of all performances, The percentage of double- 
feature to tctal programs in 1945 for other provinues stand at 65.9 for Ontario, 
6601 for Manitoba, 58,7 for British Columbia, 42.9 for Alberta, 37.5 for New Brunse ' 
Wick, 54.7 for Nova Scotia, and 26,8 fer Saskatchewan. 


While some 27 per cent of the 1,823 motion picture theatres showed only 
doutie-feature programs, these houses accounted for 37 per cent of the total receipts 
and 41 per cent of the paid admissions for the year, On the other hand, approximately 
26 per cent of the theatres exhibited oneefeature performances only; such movie houses 
realized 25 per cent of the total ineteke and 21 per cent of the attendance. There 
were 47 per cent of the theatres whose performances alternated between single- and 
doubleofeature programs and the houses falling into this category received 37 per cent 
of the theaters business of 1945, and catered tc 38 per cent of the number of admissions 


The 1,523 motion pieture houses operating in 1945 utilized the services of 
10,350 employees whese total earnings for the year were $9,663,718 with an average 
selery of $954 per employee, Proprietors ef independently owned theatres who were 
actively engaged in conducting their businesses numbered 1,103. Some 840 proprietors 


did not draw a stipulated salary while the remaining 263 proprietors withdrew salaries 
emounting to $372,557. 


When classified according te ownership, there were 618 individually owned 
theatres, or 46.7 per cent of the 1,323 houses, and these realized 18.8 per cent of 
the $55,430,711 receipts, and 21,4 per cent of the admissione,e In 1944, the correse 
ponding retios for singly operated units were 45,8 per cent of the number of theatres, 
1505 per cent ef the receipts, and 27,8 per cent of the admissions. Multiple theatres 
(2 or 3 establishments operated under the same ewnership) accounted for 13,5 per cent 
of the motion pictures houses in operation, 9.7 per cent of the bex office receipts, — 
and 9.8 per ce of the total attendances reported, These ratios vary but fraction 
ally from the pesition of multiple theatres in 1944, The third category into which 
theatres may fall is that of a chain << 4 or mere units being operated under one 
ewnership. There were 527 units operated by theatre chain companies in 1945 and 39,8 pe 


; 


el 


wie a 


cent of the 1,525 theatres in Canada, and these accounted for 71.6 per cent of the 
motion picture revenue, and 68.8 per cent of the paid admissions. In 1944, theatre 
chains operated 40.4 per cent of the houses, did 74.6 per cent of the business, and 


. provided entertainment for 68.C per cent of the movie-gcers. A further breakdown of 


chain activities reveals a shift between the 2 years from small chains operating 
from 4 to 19 units to lareg-size enterprises controlling over 20 houses. In 1944, 


- the smaller chains operated 15,5 per cent of the theatres, transacted 17.4 per cent 


of the receipts and had 18.1 per cent of the admittances, In the yeer under review, 
the position of such chains declined to 11.8 per cent of the theatres, 11.4 per cent 
of the box office returns, and 12.2 per cent of the paid admissions. On the other 

hand, the large-size chains geined the ground lost by the smaller companies, indi- 

cating, to some extent, the absorption of small chains by the larger companies. The 
respective ratios for the larger chains to the grand totals for 1945, with 1944 pere- 
centages in brackets, are as followss number of units, 28.0 per cent (24,9 per cent); 
receipts, 60.1 per cent (57.2 per cent); admissions, 56.6 per cent (49.9 per cent). 


While the average price of admission for all theatres for 1945 stands at 
25.7 cents, the average admission fee for individual theatres varied between those 
houses whose average cherge was below 20 cents to establishments with an average 
admission of 50 sents and over. In compiling these figures no allowances are made 
for juvenile or matinee attendances, It is therefore obvious that the average 
evening price for motion picture entertainment for adults would be much higher. 
Approximately 45 per cent of the theatres had average prices of admigsion ranging 
between 50 and 40 cents. Another 41 per cent of the houses had average admission 
charges of between 20 and 30 cents, while 8 per cent fell in the 40-50 cent class; 
4 per cent of the theatres averaged a less than 20 cent: fee and 2 per cent had en 


average admission price exceeding 50 cents. 


Exhibitors presenting motion pictures and employing portable equipment 


_ for such exhibitions, are classified as itinerant operators. There were 167 


\ 


itinerant exhibitors operating in 1945 and they used both 16 mm. and 35 mm. equip- 
ment. Receipts from such entertainment amounted to over $360,000 while another 
$93,195 was collected in amusement taxes, Itinerant operators reported 1,581,303 
paid admissions. 


The 23 film exchange eempanies operating in Canada maintained 86 distri- 
buting offices, and utilized the services of 530 male and 587 female employees. 


Total receipts for film rentals in 1945 amounted to $17,490,264, of which $1,198,016 


was received from rental of 16 mm. film and $16,292,248 for 35 mm. film. Film exe 


changes received $358,250 revenue from advertising and another $127,953 from other 


Sources. The exchanges stated that 2,161 new films had been released during the 
year and they were comprised of 620 feature films, 345 cartoons, 381 new reels, 
and 815 films of a miscellaneous nature. 


Per Capita Expenditure on Motion-Picture Entertainment 
Canada and the Provinces, 1937-1945 


Ta, OT OT ET OT @] @] @ TTC 
PAR 1937 | 1938 | 1939 | 1940 | 1941 | 1942 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 
tee Bel Sah BC lege ee amt lage 


3.63 | 4.01 | 5.01 | 5.61 | 5.61 | 5.77 


CANADA 2886068009 2.93 | 3.02 | 3,03 


| 


Prince Edward Island ., 11.23 | 1.20 | 1.23 


1.52 | 1.93 2.62 | 3:35:1 56415535352 
Nova Scotia ...... se: [2.4112 74 e259 | 5.82] 4,55 5,89 | 6.68 | 6.73 | 6.56 
New Brunswick oc... |1.86 1.95 | 1.84 20411 2.88 | 3,75 | 4.53 | 4,51 | 4.76 
Quebec .....,,........, [2015] 2,17 | 2.19 2.48 | 2,76 | 3.81 | 4.21 | 4.26 | 4,36 
Ontario ......,..0...., 18,90 | 4.07 | 4,08 5.07] 5.44 | 6.53 | 6.97 | 6.84 | 7.16 
Manitoba .,.,.,.,,.0000 | 3097 | 3.20 | 3.05 3.41] 3,60 | 4,39 | 4.81 | 4.93 | 5.13 
Saskatchewan .......... |1.48 | 1.45 | 1.57 1.92 | 2.08 he 3.31 13.521 3.83 
Alberta 2,2... otal osteo. 5 j 2-61 Soll, 3.33 146220 6.276 36112 #0 
British Columbia ...... ‘4,82 | 4.81 ‘4.83 | 4.98! 5.08 6.05 7.521 8.29] 8.15 | 8.15 


Bees 1 | de | 
(1) Based on total receipts of regular theatres and itinerant operators (Exclusive 
of amusement taxes). (2) Based on total receipts of regular theatres and 
itinerant operators. (Including amusement taxes). 


NON-COMMERCIAL FILMS 
ESSE ES pm ESTO LIED, 


All data contained in this publication relate to activities of motion 
picture houses end exhibitors in the commercial fields and are based on statements 
received from each theatre, or person, engaged in exhibiting or renting film for 
commercial purposes. Also active in the motion picture industry is the Govern- 
ment's National Film Board, but attendances to the Board's exhibits are free and 
films are of an educational or documentary nature. Through the courtesy of that 
Board the following statistics relating to its operation in 1945 ere presented: 


The National Film Board operated 85 rural eurcuits, as well as trade 
union and industrial cureuits in Canada with an attendance of approximately 
5,990,000. Moreover, there was an average of 926 performances per month held at 
schools for students, 


The Board has established 83 regional film libraries situated in the 
nine provinces and these are maintained for the storage and distribution of 16 
mm. films. 
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MOTION PICTURE EXHIBITORS DISTRIBUTORS IN CANADA, 1946 
Motion Picture Theatres : 
General Summary 


Box office returns of motion picture theatres in Canada in 1946 
amounted to $74,941,966, the highest volume of business on record. 
The net increase over 1945 of 154 theatres, bringing the total number 
of theatres in Canada to 1,477, was also a record number of new thea- 
tres for any year. Of the total box office returns, the Federal and 
Provincial Governments collected $15,052,994 in taxes, leaving net 
receipts of $59,888,972, This amount was 8 per cent higher than the 
net receipts of $55,430,711 recorded for the year 1945, 


Paid admissions during the year at the 1,477 theatres numbered 
227,538,798, an increase of almost 6 per cent over the 1945 attend- 
ance of 215,573,267, 


The above figures do not include drive-in theatres for which no 
figures are as yet available nor itinerant exhibitors for which sep= 
arate figures are presented in a following section, 


Receipts, by provinces and Selested cities (Tahie 34 
mm mm oer Spuas tes < woe 
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Theatre receipts (excluding taxes) increased 8 per cent between 
1945 and 1946 but results varied for the different provinces, Receipts 
continued to fali below the level of war years in Prince Edward Island 
and Nova Scotia while in Quebec, Manitoba and Saskatchewan greater 
than average gains were registered, The following table shows the per- 
centage changes between 1945 and 1946 for the various provinces :- 


CANADAocvocco + 800% 


Prince Edward Island..,..., C 4% 
NOVA SCotdasscossscodsvcecs = BIS 
New Brunswick. ccoccsvcovves + 803% 
Quebacs ss ooud co dbscsocsooe 410% 
Ontario. pcvodcoodvvesiocesos + 852% 
MER ICORA ENS Su 0 0.006 vote Sat 412508 


SEGRE ROWAN c soso do 0cnpes +1 3,1% 
LUE ONE ET TE DE + 6,3% 
British Columbia.c.cccvoovo + Pc 2H 
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Practically all of the larger cities across the country, 
with the exception of those in the Maritime Provinces, registered 
increased receipts at motion picture theatres during 1946. The 
only city outside of the Maritimes to record a decrease was 
Kingston, Ontario, where receipts dropped less than 2 per cent. 
Larger than average gains were reported by theatres in Quebec 
City (+11 per cent), Sherbrooke (+12 per cent), Three Rivers (+22 
per cent), St. Jean (+18 per cent), Brantford (+14 per cent), 
London (+10 per cent), Winnipeg (+11 per cent), Saskatoon (+11 per 
cent), New Westminster (+10 per cent), and Trail (+14 per cent). 


Gains in the part of each province outside of the principal 
cities, in almost all cases, exceeded the increases in receipts 
reported by theatres in the larger localities. In Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick where all cities for which separate figures are shown 
recorded a drop in theatre receipts, the remainder of the province 
in both cases showed an increase in theatre receipts. Similarly 
in the other provinces, theatres in the part ofeach province out- 
Side the principal cities registered a greater increase in receipts 
than was recorded for any of the larger localities, with the ex- 
ception of Three Rivers in Quebec and Brantford in Ontario. 


Admissions and average capacity utilized (Table 4) 


Attendance at motion picture theatres in 1946 reached 
227,538,798, an increase of 5.6 per cent over the 1945 admissions 
which numbered 215,573,267, The rate of increase of attendance, 
therefore, is less than the increase in receipts, which went up 8 
per cent between 1945 and 1946. Admissions by provinces and for 
selected cities follow the same general trends as receipts and are 
Shown in detail in Table 4 of this report. Had each theatre played 
to a full house at each performance, attendances in 1946 could have 
numbered 605,665,201. Actually, therefore, only 37.6 per cent of 
the potential capacity of the theatres was utilized. This is some- 


what of an improvement on previous years when average capacity utilized 
was as follows:<- 


1941 - 51,0% 
1942 - 32.4% 
1943 - 35.7% 
1944 - 35.9% 


1945 = 36.5% 
1946 - 37.6% 


Employment in motion picture theatres (Table 5) 


The 1,477 theatres operating in 1946 provided employment for 
12,226 persons. Of these,1,270 were proprietors or partners actively 
engaged in the operation of the theatre. The 10,956 employees earned 
Salaries and wages amounting to $10,466,251. Projectionists and 
assistant projectionists numbered 2,060 and drew salaries and wages 
of $3,633,444, 


aN 


Size of e.uipment used (Table 6) 


Of the 1,477 theatres, 98 used 16 m.m. equipment and these 
theatres had receipts of $276,802 and nn additional $56,976 was 
collected in taxes. Attendance at these houses numbered 1,017 ,462 
persons, 


Saskatchewan had the largest proportion of 16 m.m. houses 
with a considerable number also being reported in Rritish Columbia, 
Most of these are halls which have permanent equipment installed 
and which are operated by community clubs, boards of trade, in- 
dustrial firms and church organizations. In many cases, they are 
exempt from taxation. 


Ownership (Table 7) 


Fifty per cent of the 1,477 theatres were owned by individuals 
or firms operating ly one theatre and these houses accounted Tor 
19.2 per cent of the net receivts and 21.5 rer cent of all theatre 
attendance. Theatres operated vy Lirns owning from four to nineteon 
theatres comprised 11.7 per cent cf the total number cfd hed is 
per cent of total receipts and 12.6 per cent of admissions. Twenty- 
five per cent of all theatres were operated by firms owning 20 theatres 
or more and these obtained 59 per cent of the net receipts and admitted 
56.5 per cent of all persons attending motion picture theatres. The 
balance, 13.1 per cent of the theatres, were operated by firms owning 
two or three theatres and these accounted for 95 per cent of tota 
receipts and 9,4 per cent of total admissions. 


Single- "né double-feature performances (Tables 8 and 9) 


pouble-feature performances continued to form the larger pro- 
portion of all performances although there was a slight drop in the 
percentage compared with 1945, In 1946, 480,288 or 57.4 per cent 
of the total of 836,365 performances had double-feature bills com- 
pared with 59,4 in 1945, The popularity of the double bill varies 
considerably in the different provinces. More double-feature than 
Single-feature performances were given in Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba 
and British Columbia while in the other provinces, single-feature 
performances predominated in varying degrees. 


While 21 per cent of all movie houses showed only double-feature 
programs, these accounted for 34 per cent of total net receipts and 37 
per cent of the total attendance, Another 16 per cent of all theatres 
showed less than 50 per cent single bills and obtained 17 per cent of 
the receipts and 19 per cent of admissions. ‘Theatres showing all or 
more than 50 per cent single-feature programs numbered 938 or 63 per 
cent of all theatres and accounted for 50 per cent of net receipts and 
44 per cent of the total attendance at theatres. The percentages vary 
considerably for the various provinces, double-feature thea! cs being 
more numerous in Quebec, Ontario and British Columbia, while theatres 
showing mainly single-feature bills are more prevalent in the Maritime 
and Prairie Provinces, 


A te 
General adult evening admission price (Table 10) 


While the average admission price, excluding tax, for all 
theatres across Canada was 26.5 cents, the actual general evening 
adult admission price including tax varied from less than 20 
cents to 60 cents and over, About 49 per cent of all theatres 
had a general evening aduit admission price of from 35 to 45 cents, 
Another 27 per cent charged from 26 to 34 cents general evening 
adult admission (including tax) while at about 12 per cent of the 
theatres, the price was 25 cents or less. The remainder, or 
approximately 13 per cent of the theatres, charged over 45 cents 
admission. It should be noted that these prices (shown in Table 
10) are the general evening adult admission price including tax. 
The corresponding table in previous years’ reports showed the 
awerage admission price obtained by dividing net receipts by total 
admissions with no allowance for matinee or juvenile attendance, 


Itinerant Exhibitors 
ee? (lands aloe ae 
The number of exhibitors employing portable equipment, class 

ified as itinerant exhibitors, increased from 167 in 1945 to 288 in 
1946. Gross receipts in 1946 amounted to $745,978 of which $131,693 
was paid in taxes to the Federal and Provincial Governments, Per- 
formances were given in 1.248 towms across Canada and were attended 
by 2,417,990 persons, The number of towns by provinces in which 
performances were given are as follows:<- 


Province No.of Towns 
CANADA. D d © © 6 © © © ARS 
Prince Edward Island 7 
NOVAS S@ettao ose s vue 124 
New Brunswick. ..oovs 60 
Quebec, 8 90,8, 48 78 
Ontario NN 261 
Mai OCDE ues Gre eee 99 
saskatchewan... s.cscc- 524 
ATOEPERS Tee Art 218 
British Celumbia. «<> 83 


The great majority of these itinerant exhibitors use 16 m.m. 
projection equipment. but 15 reported having used 35 m.m projectors, 
Separate ligures are given in Table 13 for each class of equipment 
used 


Per Capita Expenditure on Motion Picture Entertainment 
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Per capita expenditure on motion picture entertainment in 
Canada reached $6.15 in 1946 up 38 cents from 1945 and $1.14 
higher than in the year 1942, 


role 


Expenditures in the various provinces ranged from $3.17 for 
Prince Edward Island to $8.10 per person per year for British 
Columbia. The following table gives the per capita expenditure 
by provinces:-= 


Per Capita Expenditure on Motion Picture Entertainment, 
Canada and the Provinces, 1938-1946 
nd A anon pence aisles cat Mi adtestelendetiochd 


(L}} (1) (2) ¢ (2) 4 (2)1 (2) 
Province 1938 | 1939 1943 | 1944 | 1945] 1946 
mu à & TT q $i ¢ 


5.61 | 5.61 15.77] 6.15 


CR 
Q 

Q 
CN 


CANAD 20060060 %00 j 3008 


Prince Edward Island... 1,20 | 1.23 | 1.26 | 1,52 | 1.95 | 2,52 | 3.35 3041 | 3.51} 3,17 
D RS COG LAs 6% ois 26.0 60 2047 | 2.59 | 3,27 | 3.82 | 4.55 | 5.89 | 6.681 6.73 6.56} 6,44 
mow Brunswick, .. 1.95 | 1.84 | 2,21 | 2.41 | 2,88 | 3,75 | 4,55 | 4,51 4.76} 4.79 
ree 017 | 2.19 | 2,30 | 2,48 | 2,76 | 5.81 | 4,21 | 4.26 4.56} 4.73 
eco oo eo ce 4.07 | 4.08 | 4,63 | 5,07 | 5.44 | 6,55 | 6.97 | 6.84 7916! 7,56 
BEG ODd sec de 3080 | 520 | 3025 | 3,41 | 3,60 | 4.39 | 4,81 | 4.93 | 5.13] 5.88 
Saskatchewan, ... 000000 1.45 | 1,57 | 1.76 | 1,92 | 2.08 | 2.56 | 5.31 | 3.54 | 5,83 | 4,39 
2, 55s 8 sous £095 | 2061 | 2,80 | 3,11 | 3.33 | 4,22 | 5,27 | 5,35 | 5,54 5.88 
British Columbia (3)... 4.81 | 4.8 | 4.98 | 5,08 | 6.05 | 7.52 | 8.29 | 8,15 | 8,15 8,10 


(1) Based on total receipts of regular theatres and itinerant operators (exclusive 
of amusement taxes). 

(2) Based on total receipts of regular theatres and itinerant exhibitors (including 
amusement taxes), 

(3) Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories, 


Legitimate Theatres 


In addition to motion picture houses, there were 5 estab= 
lishments operating in Canada as legitimate theatres, These 
theatres were open 884 days during 1946, had net receipts of 
$1,121,628 and collected an additional $263,502 in taxes. There 
were 956,473 paid admissions to performances, 


Film Exchanges 


~ (Table 157 


Films were distributed to theatres and itinerant exhibitors 
by 26 film exchanges through 91 offices. Total receipts of these 
film exchanges amounted to $19,147,575. This includes sales of 
advertising material and revenue from other Sources. The follow-~ 
ing table gives a breakdown of total receipts. 


mb 
Revenue of Film Exchanges, 1946 


Total. sil souroms Stern he #19,147,575 


Rental’ of SD: mem LLMs Rss nee L? ,479.,922 
Rental of 16 mom. Piims. oc cews desde cccee ces LT See 
Revenue from sale of advertising material... 370,250 
Revenue: from other sources, «asia. cade os as 124,433 


Film exchanges reported 2,785 new films released during the year 
of the following types:- 


VEStures. wesc 000 
News reels... 390 
Gartoons. «cos ae 


Other £iilms. 001,809 


Feature films were further broken down by country of origin and 
Colour, 


Total features... 799 Total features.,..e 799 
LES CPR ATEN erate 638 Black and white.... 748 
Great BEritain.s aso. 24 COLOURS SE: ¢ vac ce tiee SL 
Other Countries..e. 197 


Of the 91 film exchanges, 22, operated by 10 firms, handled only 
16 m.m. films and these had rentals of $994,603 in 1946. 


Non-Commercial Films 


Also active in the motion picture industry is the Government's 
National Film Board, but attendance to the Board's exhibits are free 
and films are of an educational or documentary nature. Through the 


courtesy of the Board, the following statistics relating to its oper= 
ation in the year ending March 31, 1947 are presented. 


In 1946-47 the National Film Board operated 67 rural circuits, 
each of which covered a minimum of 20 points per month. of this 
number, 12 circuits in Quebec,’ 2 in Ontario, and 1 each in New Bruns- 
wick, Manitoba, and Alberta carried films in the French language. The 
Board also assisted provincial and local agencies in operating 90 
supplementary circuits across Canada. The total rural audience reached 
during the year was 2,760,443 At showings held for students in the 
schools the average monthly audience was 109,957. 


At March 51, 1947, there were 156 film libraries in the 9 provinces, 
These were operated by publie libraries or community organizations for the 
storage and distribution of 16 m.m.films. The audience reached through 
this means totalled 2,481,000 for the year. There were also 195 centres 
in which local organizations formed film councils or committees to spon- 
sor film distribution and projection service in the community 


The National Film Board completed and released 164 films, including | 
newsreels and trailers, during 1946-47, Cf this number = English and 19 à 
French languare subjects were included as regular itens on entertainnent » 
programmes in more than 300 of Canada's commercial theatres, These reached 4 
an estimated audience of over. 2,000,000 theatre-goers monthly. Included 
also in regular theatre programmes were 48 newsreels, clips, and trailers 
produced by the National Film Board. In addition some subjects were pro- 
duced in Dutch, Spanish, and Portuguese, and these together with a large 
number of the English and French productions, were distributed overseas, 
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MOTION PICTURE THEATRES, 1947 
(Preliminary Report) 


This bulletin is being issued in advance of the annual report on 
Motion Picture Exhibitors and Distributors for 1947 and contains data by 
provinces on number of theatres, receipts, taxes and admissions. Figures 
are subject to revision in the final bulletin which will be published short- 
_ iy and will contain more detailed statistics on motion picture exhibitors 
and distributors. 


Summary of Motion Picture Statistics, by Provinces, 1947 


No. of Amuseme nt Paid 
Province Theatres Receipts (1) Taxes Admissions 
$ % No. 


CANADA 0000000000 2 278 579 163970 2060 220,714,785 


face Edward Island ........ 14 255 , 835 75,292 920,033 


MUOOGIG 6... ieee 79 2,666,189 771,857 10,683,793 
emincwick Are eee 59 1,773,904 547,691 7,027,133 
uebec oy or SRE PRES 319 13,919,917 4,743,498 48,864,876 
ae 472 26,483,044 5,977,181 93,137,140 
nitoba A ae 146 3,526 ,223 BOGS 08) yy heen ere 
skatchewan 2 PES NES hive ok 254 2,890,727 624,372 10,155,603 


LT? 


berta 9900000000 000060600e00 178 3,707,668 1,046,424 12,809,597 
‘i 


sh Welvmbiea (2) ........ Laye 7,055,066 1,724,085 24,062,010 
) Not including amusement taxes. 

| Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
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Receipts, Amusement Taxes and Seating Capacity 
for Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces and 
for Selected Cities, 1946 and 1947 dine eed e, Sia ee aie ree le 


Admissions, Average Seating Capacity Utilized and 
Average Admission Price for Motion Picture Theatres, 
by Provinces and for Selected Cities, 1946 and 1947 , 


Employment in Motion Picture Theatres Classified 
According to Full-time and Part-time Operation, by 
Provinces, 1947 PUPS) OF SM es O16 C8 OS OA 0-016 s 0 6106 ' 6 se 6 8 6,6 0 + © à 


Number of Theatres, Receipts, Taxes and Admissions 
for Motion Picture Theatres Classified According 
to Size of Projection Equipment Used, by Provinces, 


1947 PAC A AOS. ee OE 8 O09) + +0 pe 00 + + 0 6e es es so ses» 0.0 6 6 es ee 6 2 + 


Motion Picture Theatres Classified According to 
Number of Theatres under same Ownership, Canada, 
1950, 1940, 1945, 1946, and 1947 0000000000 esse eevee aoe 


Number of Single- and Double-Feature Performances in 
Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces, 1946 and 1947. 


Theatres Classified According to Proportions of 
Single- and Double-Feature Performances, by Regions, 


1947 2000060000. 0 000.00 0000000000 eee eg 


Distribution of Theatres According to General kKvening 
Adult Price of Admission (including tax), by 
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MOTION PICTURE EXHIBITORS AND DISTRIBUTORS IN CANADA, 1947 
Re 


MOTION PICTURE THEATRES 
General Summary 


Motion picture houses in Canada had gross receipts of $78,684,681 in 
1947, surpassing the 1946 volume of $74,941,966 by 5%. Of this amount, 
$15,819,402 went to the Dominion and Provincial Governments in taxes, leaving 
receipts for motion picture theatres of $62,865,279. 


A net increase over 1946 of 216 theatres was recorded, bringing the 

number of motion picture houses in Canada to 1,095 in 1947, with a seat= 
ing capacity of 834,360 compared with 758,642 seats reported by 1,477 
theatres in 1946. Twenty~seven theatres closed their doors while 235 new 
theatres came into operation and 10 others re-opened. The increase in 
number of theatres occurred mainly in smaller localities, which registered 

i an increase of 20% in number of theatres compared with a gain of 2% for 29 
of the larger cities across the country. 


Attendance at motion picture houses during the year, however, 
numbered only 220,857,594, a decline of 3% from the 227,538,798 paid 
admissims recorded for 1946, 


The above figures, and those shown in the main tables of this report, 
include 163 locations in which 16 m.m. equipment was used but do not in- 
Clude locations operated by itinerant exhibitors, theatres whose main 
revenue was derived from stage performances, nor drive-in theatres. 
Statistics for these are presented separately in later sections of this 
report. , 


Receipts and Admissions by Provinces (Tables 3 and 4) 


Receipts of motion picture houses in Canada increased 5% between 
1946 and 1947, with gains being recorded in all provinces except Nova 
Scotia where receipts were 10% below 1946. Gains of less than one per 
cent were reported for New Brunswick and Saskatchewan, while in Quebec 
and Prince Edward Island, receipts were 9% and 14% respectively above 
those for 1946. 


a 


uy Se 


On the other hand, attendance at motion picture houses dropped 
in 1947, the 220,€57,594 paid admissions reported for that year being 
3% below the 227,538,792 shown in 1946. Quebec and Prince Edward Island 
were the only provinces in which admissions showed an increase between 
1946 and 1947, Nova scotia theatre attendance was down 14% and Mani- 
toba, Go, fran 1946 while declines ranging between 2.7% and 4.4% were re- 
corded for the other provinces, 


Receipts and Admissions for Selected Cities (Tables 3 and 4.) 


While increased receipts were recorded for most of the larser cities 
across Canada with the exception of those in the Maritime Provinces and 
Saskatchewan, the gains recorded for other smaller localities in most 
cases exceeded those in the larger centres. Theatre receipts in Halifax, 
Sydney, Saint John, Moncton, Sherbrooke, Ottawa, Regina, Saskatoon, and 
Calgary dropped below the 1946 figures, while greater than average gains 
were shown for Three Rivers, Brantford, Kitchener, St. Catharines, Sarnia, 
Sudbury, and New Westminster. 


Average Capacity Utilized 


The potential seating capacity for the year for the 1,695 houses 
included in the 1947 tabulations was 645,136,682. This is obtained by 
multiplying the seating capacity of each theatre by the number of per- 
formances given, The actual attendance of 220,€57,594, therefore, 
utilized only 34.2% of the potential capacity of these theatres. This 
percentage was lower than that for the past four. years but was still 
higher than that of 1941 and 1942. The average capacity utilized for 
these years was as follows: 


1941 - 31.0% 1945 - 56,5% 
1942. = 152,49 1946 = 37.6% 
1945 = 55,7% 1947 = 54, 2% 


1944 ~ 35.9% 
Employment in Motion Picture Houses (Table 5) 


There were 15,277 persons employed during the year 1347 in motion 
picture houses, of which number, 1,373 were proprietors or family members 
and 11,904 were paid employees. Of the 11,904 paid employees, 9,797 
were engaged in the operation of theatres which were open 300 days or 
more during the year and these received $10,854,840 in salaries and wages. 
Part-time houses, those operating less than 500 days during the year, em- 
ployed another 2,958 persons of whom 831 were proprietors and family 
members and 2,107 were paid employees. The latter received $735,103 for 
their services. Projectionists and assistant projectionists in all 
theatres. numbered 2,201 and drew salaries and wages of $4,067,705. 


Size of Equipment (Table 6) 


The number of houses using 16 m.m. equipment increased from 9& in 
1946 to 163 in 1347, and receipts for these locations amounted to 
$581,854 after taxes amountins to $70,996 had been paid. Admissions to 
16 m.m. locations during the year numbered 1,507,489 persons, 


“4 


Most of these locations are halls which are used for the showing of 
films, often by community clubs or lodges, boards of trade, industrial 
firms and church organizations. These figures do not include halls used 
by itinerant exhibitors for which separate figures are presented in a 
later section of this bulletin. 


There were 40 houses using 16 mem. equipment in Saskatchewan in 1947 
6 less than were reported in this province for 1946, but all other prov- 
inces reported more locations using this type of equipment than in the 
previous year. Ontario had 26 such locations in 1947 compared with 4 in 
1946. 


Qwnership (Table 7) 


Of the 1,693 theatres in 1947, 893 or 52,8% were owned by indivi- 
duals or firms operating only one theatre and these accounted for 18% of 
all theatre receipts and 21% of admissions. Theatres operated by firms 
owning two or three theatres comprised 11.6% of all theatres and had 9% 
of receipts and admissions. Another 11.9% of the theatres were operated 
by firms with from four to nineteen theatres and these were responsible 
for 12% of total theatre receipts and 13% of admissions. The remaining 
28,7% of the theatres was composed of chains of 20 or more theatres and 
this group obtained 61% of total receipts and 57% of total theatre 
attendance, 


? 


Single and Double Performances (Tables & and 9) 

The proportion of total performances which were double feature bills, 
while still in the majority, showed a continued reeling torts MEN ATOUT 
Boe Of all performances were double feature compared with 57% in 1946 and 
59% in 1945, quebec, Ontario, and Manitoba were responsible for the 
greater proportion of double feature programs. Single feature bills pre- 
dominated in all other provinces, 


Price of Admission (Table 10) 
RE ""issi0n Arable 107 


An increase in the prices of admission to theatres was indicated 
both in the average admission price (excluding taxes) which advanced from 
26.5 cents in 1946 to 28.5 cents in 1947 and in the general adult evening 
admission price including taxes. Whereas the 1946 figures indicate that 
the general evening adult admission price (including tax) was 35 cents or 
higher at approximately 62% of all theatres, the admission price was in 
that range for about 81% of all theatres in 1947. 


ITINERANT EXHIBITORS 
(Table 14 


Exhibitors using portable equipment and showing motion pictures in 
more than one town or village are classed as itinerant exhibitors for 
purposes of this report. There were 242 such operators in 1947, a drop 
from the 288 which reported for 1946. Receipts amounted to 450,835 
with an additional amount of $99,725 being collected in taxes. Attend- 
ance numbered 1,667,170 at these performances which were given in 1,101 
towns distributed as follows: 


Us 

Prince Edward Island 14 
Nova Scotia 152 
New Brunswick 74 
quebec 75 
Ontario 170 
Manitoba 97 
Saskatchewan 244 
Alberta 200 
British Columbia 75 
Canada 1, L01 


Most of these exhibitors used 16 m.m. projection equipment but 9 
reported using 35 m.m. projectors. Separate statistics for each size 
of equipment by provinces are given in Table 14, 


PER CAPITA EXPENDITURE 
on Motion Picture Entertainment in Canada, 1939 - 1947 
pee i PM HR Dl Dre A AE tele SESE LS fa Me 


Expenditure on motion picture entertainment in Canada in 1947 
amounted to $6.30 per person compared with $6.15 in 1946 and $5.01 in 
1942. Expenditures in the various provinces ranged from $3.68 in Prince 
Edward Island to $8.29 in British Columbia. Increases in per capita ex- 
penditure over 1946 were recorded for all provinces except Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick, and Saskatchewan. 


Per Capita Expenditure on Motion Picture Entertainment, 


Canada_and the Provinces, 1939-1947 


RO eee eh d'A NU lie & RE RL RE AI 
Province (19, (1)° Up a ea OS TN 


1959 1940 1941 1942 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947" 


CANADA 0000060000 oeOn Deere) DO AL oi SA OI Bate DCE 27 6.15 6,20 
ae no epee ears 


Prince Edward Island ... 1.23 
NGS: OCIS eas te ht A0 
New’ brisigwicok™. se. cece 1 a4 
ERO URC TN elas set Ce Ee 
CHAT LOS, Se Er aes 
MOD TOM RS nn dre da CS 
Saskatchewan ........... 1.57 
ADHÉRER RS sinie¥cievs bier ois wipe Re 
British Columbia (3) .. 4.83 


1.52 1.95 2.52 «6,99 05,41.,.5.61 3 LAPS 
5.82 4.55 5.89 6.68 6.73 6.56 6.44 Svea 
2-41 2.88 9.75 4.55 4.5] 4.76 4,700) 4eee 
248 2.76 5.61. 4.21 4.26 4.36 AS RES 
9044 6.05 6.97 26.847,10 07 Soe 
5e41 3.60 4.59 4.81 4.93 5.13 5.88 5.9m 
1.92 8.08 2.56 5,51 3,54, 3.85). 4.90 eee 
oll 9.35 .4,22 5,27 5,55 S.64° 5.98 Soe 
08: :6:05" "702 8.29 18.15 BASES 


(1) Based on total receipts of regular theatres and itinerant operators (exclusive 


of amusement taxes), 


(2) Based on total receipts of regular theatres and itinerant exhibitors (including 
amusement taxes). N 


(3) Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
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DRIVE-IN THEATRES 


Six drive-in theatres, 5 in Ontario and 1 in British Columbia, in 
operation in 1947 reported gross receipts (including taxes) of $316,461. 
Of this amount $55,083 was turned over to Dominion and Provincial 
Governments in taxes, leaving net receipts of $261,378. These six drive- 
ins had accomodation for 4,450 cars and were attended by 637,091 persons 
during the year. 


LEGITIMATE THEATRES 


There were five theatres whose main source of revenue was stage 
performances rather than motion pictures and these had net receipts of 
#1,079,931 and collected an additional 9234,810 in taxes. Attendance at 
these theatres numbered 702,611. These figures are considerably lower 
than those for 1946 when the same five theatres had net receipts of 
$1,121,628 and an attendance of 956,473. 


FILM EXCHANGES 
(Table 15 


Films were distributed to theatres and itinerant exhibitors by 29 
film exchanges through 114 offices situated across Canada. Gross receipts 
of these film exchanges amounted to $20,119,069, an increase of 5% over 
the $19,147,575 reported for 1946. This revenue was derived as follows: 


Rental of 35 mem. films $18,284,074 


Rental of 16 m.m. films 1,120,632 
Revenue from sales of advertising 

material 429,455 
Revenue from other sources £24,908 


Film exchanges reported 2,452 new films released during 1947 compared 
with 2,785 in 1946, These films were of the following types: 


1946 1947 
Features 799 930 
News reels 390 591 
Cartoons Oar 3585 
Other films 2209 746 


The 950 feature films were further serregated as to country of origin 
and colour as follows: 


Ue Get the 706 Black and white 2852 
Great Britain 61 Coloured 78 
Other countries 163 


Of the 114 film exchange offices, 31 operated by 11 firms handled only 
16 m.m. films and these had rentals of $1,005,276 in 1947. 


Sr Gee 
NON-COMMERCIAL FILMS 


Also active in the motion picture industry is the Government's 
National Film Board, but attendance to the Board's exhibits are free 
and films are of an educational or documentary nature. Through the 
courtesy of the Board, the following statistics relating to its oper- 
ation in the year ending March 31, 1948 are presented. 


The National Film Board completed and released 167 films, ex- 
cluding newsreels and trailers, during 1947-48. These cover a broad 
range of educational and cultural subjects from agriculture, industry 
and labour, health and welfare, to citizenship, community life, and the 
creative arts. 


During 1947-48 the distribution of films for non-theatrical use in 
Canada was carried out largely through two channels: Ce) in rural areas 
through rural film circuits, and (2) in urban areas through film 
libraries. Stress was laid on the development of self-sustaining com- 
munity film activity. Sixty rural circuits were operated by National 
Film Board field representatives throughout Canada, and 100 circuits 
carrying Film Board programs were operated by other organizations with 
assistance from the Film Board. Of the 60 regular circuits, 8 in Quebec 
and 1 éach in New Brunswick, Ontario, hanitoba, and Alberta carried 
French programs. By the end of the fiscal year there were 201 film 
libraries across the country operated by public libraries or community 
organizations, which served as local sources or distributing centres 
for films. Film councils, which work closely with film libraries and 
National Film Board field representatives, were active in more than 
200 centres across the Dominion to sponsor film distribution and pro- 
jection service in the community. The number of audiences reached 
during the fiscal year by these various means was 80,484, an increase 
of 51% over the preceding year. The total audience reported for these 
screenings was 7,458,578. Monthly total audiences increased steadily 
throughout the year and in March 1948 reached the figure of 984,735. 


In Canada the Board's films are distributed through 550 theatres 
where they are seen by an estimated 3,000,000 people each month. Out- 
side Canada, films are distributed through the Board's offices and 
through Canadian trade and diplomatic representatives and other agencies 
in 50 countries, in © different languages. 
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NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS 


A study of the statistics contained in the annual report on 
Motion Picture Theatres, Exhibitors, and Distributors has revealed 
several instances in which the value of tabulation to industry and in- 
dividuals is doubtful. These compilations are costly and time con- 
suming, 


For this reason, we propose to eliminate the following tables 
from future reports on this industry: 


Table 8.-- Number of Single and Double Feature Per- 
formances in Motion Picture Theatres, by 
Provinces 


Table 9.-- Theatres Classified According to -Propor- 
tions of Single and Double Feature Perfor- 
mances, by Regions 


Hable 10.>— Distribution of Theatres According to 
General Evening Adult Price of Admission, 
by Provinces 


Table 11.-- Distribution of Theatres According to 
Number of Features Shown in Year, by 
Provinces 


Table 12,-- Theatres Classified According Number of 
Weeks in Operation and Average Number 
of Days per Week 


Owing to requirements for new surveys and extension of our 
work in other sectors of distribution and services, the above tables 
will be omitted from future theatre studies unless ample evidence 
is received indicating that their contents are valuable to the indus- 
try and other sources, 


Your comments would be appreciated, particularly if you 
feel that these tables are of direct value to you as manage- 
ment tools. 


Please address correspondence to 


Merchandising and Services Section 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
OTTAWA, CANADA 
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MOTION PICTURE THEATRES 


General Summa ry 


In 1948, motion picture theatres in Canada (excluding Newfoundland) 
numbered 1,950 and had gross receipts of $83,283,436, an increase of 6% 
over the 1947 volume reported for 1,693 theatres, Of the gross receipts 
of $83,283,436, $13,626,188 was paid to Dominion and Provincial Govern= 
ments in taxes, This was a decrease from the $15,819,402 collected in 
taxes in 1947 which resulted from the federal amusement tax being lifted 
during the year and only partially replaced by provincial taxes, Net 
receipts for theatres (excluding taxes) amounted to $69,657,248, an in= 
crease of 11% over the 1947 figure of $62,865,279, 


The 1,950 theatres operating in 1948 had a total soating capacity of 
930,491 compared with 834,360 seats reported by 1,693 theatres in 1947, 
There were 222,459,224 paid admissions in 1948, a gain of 1% from the 1947 
attendance which was reported as 220,857,594, 


The above figures and those contained in the main tables of this 
report include 346 community enterprises operated on a non-profit basis, 
of which 155 were reported for the first time in 1948, These were oper- 
ated by community organizations, churches, boards of trade, lodges, Canadian 
Legion branches, and other non=profit organizations, Local parish or com- 
munity halls and portable 16 mm, equipment are generally used, although 
142 of these locations reported the use of 35 mm, equipment, While these 
have been included in the main tables of the report, the principal statistics 
are presented separately for “regular theatres” and “community enterprises" 
in Tables 13 and 14, The above figures, and those in the main tables, do 
not, however, include halls used by itinerant exhibitors, drive-in theatres, 
nor theatres whose main source of revenue was stage performances rather than 
motion pictures, Statistics for these are presented separately in later 
sections of this report, 


Receipts and Admissions by Provinces (Tables 3 and 4) 


Increases in net receipts of motion picture theatres were recorded for 


all provinces, The greatest percentage gain was in Quebec where 1948 
receipts were 18% higher than those for 1947, Theatre receipts (ex- 
cluding taxes) in New Brunswick were up 12% from 1947 while increases 

of 10% were recorded for Prince Edward Island and Saskatchewan, Ontario 
theatre receipts were up 9%, those for British Columbia, 7%, for Manitoba, 
5%, while Nova Scotia theatres had the smallest increase over 1947 at 3%, 


Attendance at Canadian theatres during 1948 increased 1% over 
1947 but the trend varied between the provinces, Five of the nine provin- 
ces registered increases, Paid admissions in Prince Edward Island and 
Quebec were 6% in excess of 1947, in New Brunswick they were up 5% while 
increases of 2% and 1% were recorded for Saskatchewan and Alberta, Little 
change between the two years was reported in number of admissions to 
Ontario theatres, while decreases in attendance of 2% in British Columbia, 
4% in Nova Scotia, and 5% in Manitoba were reported. 


Receipts and Attendance for Selected Cities (Tables 3 and 4) 


Theatre receipts in most of the larger cities across Canada 
increased between 1947 and 1948 but the tendency for the receipts in 
smaller localities to increase to a greater extent than in the larger 
centres was again evident, Theatres in three of the four Maritime cities 
registered lower receipts in 1948 than in 1947; Saint John, with one more 
theatre being the only one to show an increase, The only others of the 
largér cities to register a decrease were Kingston and Kitchener, 


In attendance, however, 25 of the 30 cities for which figures 
have been compiled separately indicated lower totals in 1948 than in the 
previous year, Theatre admissions in the city of Sherbrooke increased 
37% due in part to the opening of a new theatre and the re-opening of 
another which had been closed for alterations during most of 1947, Attend- 
ance at Sudbury theatres increased8% with the same number of theatres 
operating while in Peterborough, attendance was up 6% with one theatre 
aore in operation than in 1947, An increase of 1% in theatre attendance 
was registered for Hamilton, Victoria and New Westminster theatres re- 
ported an increase of 1% and 3% respectively in admissions. 


The other 25 cities all had lower attendance than in 1947 with 
percentage decreases being concentrated between 3% and 7% Kingston 
attendance was 9% below last year with one less theatre in operation 
while attendance at Moncton theatres dropped 12%. 


Average Capacity Utilized (Table 4) 


The potential seating capacity of the 1,950 theatres for the year 
1948 was 677,200,794 persons. This is obtained by multiplying the seating 
capacity of each theatre by the number of performances given. The actual 
attendance of 222,459,224, therefore, utilized only 32.8% of the potential 
capacity of these theatres, This percentage is lower than that for the 
past five years but higher than the averages for 1941 and 1942, The aver- 
age capacity utilized for these years was as follows: 


1941 = 31.0% 1945 = 36,5% 
1942 = 32,4% 1946 = 37,6% 
1943 = 35,7% 1947 = 34,2% 
1944 = 35% 1948 = 32,8% 


Slight improvement in capacity utilized was recorded for theatres 
in Prince Edward Island, Saskatchewan,and Alberta while in the other prov- 
inces the average capacity utilized was lower than in 1947. 


Employment in Motion Picture Houses (Table 5) 


The 1,950 theatres operating in 1948 employed 14,361 persons of 
whom 1,445 were proprietors or members of proprietors' families, and 
12,916 were paid employees, Of these figures, 545 proprietors and 10,412 
employees were engaged in the operation of theatres which were in operation 
300 days or more during the year, and these paid employees received 
$12,027,066 in salaries and wages. Part-time theatres, those operating 
less than 300 days during the year, employed another 2,504 employees and 
900 proprietors and members of their families, Paid employees in these 
part-time theatres received $1,073,247 for their services, Projectionists 
and assistant projectionists in all theatres numbered 2,570 and drew 
salaries and wages of $4,539,333, 


Size of Equipment (Table 6) 


The number of houses using 16 mm, equipment increased from 163 
in 1947 to 331 in 1948 and receipts for these locations amounted to 
$629,778 after taxes of $72,515 had been paid. Admissions to 16 mm, 
locations during 1948 numbered 2,158,153, 


Of the 531 16 mm, houses, 204 were operated by community organi- 
zations, lodges, boards of trade, church organizations, etc., many of 
which were exempt from taxation, These figures do not include halls used 
by itinerant exhibitors for which separate figures are presented in a later 
section of this report. 


The exhibition of motion pictures in church or parish halls in 
the province of Quebec resulted in the largest number of 16 mm, locations 
Deing found in that province, Of the total 331 16m, houses, 132 were 
in the province of Quebec, Alberta, Ontario, and Saskatchewan had DS gal g 
and 41 respectively, while British Columbia had 51, Manitoba, 9, and Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick 5 and 3 respectively. 


Table 14 shows these 16 mm, locations distributed between com- 
munity enterprises (non-profit) and theatres operated by individuals or 
firms for profit, 


Ownership (Table 7) 


Independent operators, defined as individuals or firms operating 
only one theatre, accounted for 1,094, or 56%, of the 1,950 theatres and 
these operators obtained 19% of the total net receipts (excluding taxes) 
and 21% of all theatre attendance, Theatres operated by firms owning two 
or three theatres comprised 11% of all theatres and had 10% of both receipts 
and admissions, Another 11% were operated by firms with from four to nine= 
teen theatres and these were responsible for 12% of receipts and 14% of 
admissions, The remaining 22% of the theatres was composed of chains oper= 
ating twenty or more theatres and this group obtained 5% of total receipts 
and 55% of attendance, Chain theatres,in 1948, had slightly lower proportions 
of total number of theatres, receipts, and admissions than in the previous 


years 


Single and Double Performances (Tables 8 and 9) 


Double feature bills, while still slightly in the majority as 
far as total performances are concermed, continued to decline, In 
1948, 51% of the total number of performances were double bills whereas 
in 1847, the percentage of double feature performances was 53% Prince 
Edward Island was the only province to record a higher proportion of 
double feature performances in 1948 than in 1947, Double feature per- 
formances predominated in Quebec, Ontario, and Manitoba but to a lesser 
extent than in the previous year, 


Of the total number of theatres in Canada, 30% showed single 
feature bills exclusively, and 71% used single feature bills in more 
than 50% of their performances, In the Maritime Provinces, 85% of 
the theatres showed single feature bills at more than half of the per- 
formances while 89% of the theatres in the Prairies had more single 
feature performances than double, In Quebec and British Columbia, 64% 
and 68% respectively of theatres used single features exclusively or 
had more than 50% of the total performances with a single feature, 
while in Ontario single feature performances predominated in 54% of the 
theatres. 


Price of Admission (Table 10) 


Increases in the prices of admission to theatres was indicated 
both in the average admission price (excluding tax) which advanced from 
28,5 cents in 1947 to 31.3 cents in 1948 and in the general adult even= 
ing admission price including tax, The 1347 figures indicate that the 
general evening admission price including tax was 35 cents or more at 
approximately 81% of all theatres while the admission price was in the 
same range for 86% of theatres in 1948, 


Community Enterprises (Tables 13 and 14) 


Due to the increasing importance of this type of exhibition, 


separate figures have been compiled and are presented following the 
general tables, Community enterprises is a term used to designate the 
motion picture exhibitions given in community or parish halls by non- 
profit organizations such as churches, lodges, boards of trade, Canadian 
Legion branches, etc, These differ from regular theatres in that they 
frequently obtain gratis the services of members of the organizations 


anc so have no paid employees, In many cases they are exempt from 
taxation, 


In 1948, there were 346 such organizations operating in halls 
with a total seating capacity of 83,115 persons, Receipts from admis- 
sions to these performances amounted to $962,927 while taxes paid were 
$42,864, Attendance at exhibitions given by community organizations 
during the year numbered 3,169,800, The 546 locations employed 529 
persons who received $114,674 in salaries and wages, 


Quebec, with 120 community enterprises, mainly church or 
parish organizations, had the largest number while Saskatchewan and 
Alberta followed with 95 and 57 respectively. Only 4 such locations 
were reported in the Maritime Provinces while the numbers ‘in the remain- 
ing provinces ranged between 21 and 26, 


Of the $46 community enterprises exhibiting motion pictures, 
142 used 35 mm. projection equipment while 204 used 16 mm. equipment, 
The 35 mm, equipment was used principally in the Prairie Provinces 
but 22 locations in Quebec also reported the use of the larger equip— 
ment. 


ITINERANT EXHIBITORS 
Table 16) 


Exhibitors using portable equipment and showing motion pic- 
tures in more than one town or village are classed as itinerant exhibi- 
tors for purposes of this report, There were 165 such operators in 
1948, a drop from the 242 which reported in 1947, This drop is due in 
part to the community organizations entering the field of the itinerant 
exhibitor, Receipts of itinerants in 1948 amounted to $428,303 com- 
pared with $450,835 for 1947, while admissions decreased from 1,667,170 
to 1,532,820, 


Performances were given in 760 towns and villages in 1948 
compared with 1,101 in 1947, These were distributed as follows: 


1947 1948 

Prince Edward Island 14 14 
Nova Scotia 152 78 
New Brunswick 74 80 
Quebec 75 56 
Ontario 170 150 
Manitoba 97 100 
Saskatchewan 244 148 
Alberta 200 128 
British Columbia bee Co. 56 
CANADA LAON 760 


Most of these exhibitors used 16 mm, projection equipment but 
8 reported using 55 mm, projectors, Separate statistics for each size 
of equipment, by provinces, are given in Table 16, 


PER CAPITA EXPENDITURES ON MOTION PICTURE ENTERTAINMENT 


Expenditure on motion picture entertainment in Canada in 1948 
amounted to $6.50 per person compared with $6.30 in 1947 and $5.01 in 
1942, Expenditures in the various provinces ranged from $3,97 in Prince 
Edward Island to $8.52 in British Columbia, Decreases in per capita 
expenditure from 1947 were recorded for Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta, Largest percentage increases in 
per capita expenditure on motion picture entertainment were recorded for 
Prince Edward Island and Ontario at 8% and 6% respectively. Nova 
Scotia, with a drop of 55 cents or 10%, registered the largest decrease, 


Per Capita Expenditure on Motion Picture Entertainment, 
Canada amd the Provinces, 1939-1948 


OEP QQ) @) @) @) () (2) (@) (@) () (2) 
1940 1941 1942 1942 1945 1944 1945 1946 1947 1946 


iD 


CANADA Soa 8eoe 4,01 DOI .5.61 501 Selle CD NO OUR 


Prince Edward Island 1.26 1,52 1.93 2.52 3.35 3.41 3,31 3,17 3.68 3,97 
Nova Scotia .....00. 5.627 5.82 4.55 5.89 6.68 6.75 6.56 6.44 5.65 5.10 
New Brunswick ....se 2021 2.41 2,88 3.75 4,55 4.51 4.76 4.79 4.75 4.71 
Quebec eeccccevsvcce 2650 2,48 2.76 3,81 4.21 4.26 4,36 4.73 5,04 5,27 
Ontario ....e.ss0s00 4.65 5,07 5.44 6,53 6.97 6,84 7.16 7.56 7.78 8.25 
Manitoba cecsscescoe 3223 3,41 3.60 4.39 4,81 4.95 5,13 5,88 5.96 5.75 
Saskatchewan 66600 1076 109% 2.08 2,56 3,31 3,54 3,83 4:39 4,31 4,24 
Alberta sscococccces 2.80 S411 3.35 4.22 5,27 5.35 5.34 5.88 5.89 5.87 
British Columbia(3}. 4.98 5,08 6.05 7.52 8.29 8.15 8.15 8.10 8.29 8.52 


(1) Based on total receipts of regular theatres and itinerant exhibitors (exclusive 
of amusement taxes), | 

(2) Based on total receipts of regular theatres and itinerant exhibitors (including 
amusement taxes). 

(3) Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories, 


DRIVE=IN THEATRES 


The number of drive-in theatres increased from 7 in 1947 to 15 in 
1948 of which one was in British Columbia and the r emainder in Ontario, 
Gross receipts for 1948 amounted to $789,765 of which $131,124 was taxes, 
The 15 drive-ins had accommodation for 9,975 cars and gave 3,870 performane 
ces which were attended by 1,595,947 persons during the year, The following 


table presents the principal statistics for drive-in theatres for the years 
1947 and 1948, 


Principal Statistics of Drive-in Theatres 
po ee bp en RL 


1947 1948 
Number of drive-in theatres .. ri 15 
Total capacity, cars 4 5:22009 5,488 9,975 
Receipts excluding taxes ,.... $ 274,325 658,641 
Taxes 209900099060 6006e00e0600000 $ 57,702 131,124 
Number of paid admissions ..0. 670,588 1,595,947 
Number of performances ,,,000e 12710 5,870 
Single feature .....0c0c 1,626 2,704 
Double feature wecccoccee 84 1,166 
Total Rmployees>.sscccoccéewce 100 255 
Total Salaries and Wages .... $ 61,432 170,654 | 
Projectionists - 
Number 0 60 00 4 6000066006 e 15 27 : 
$018 ris use isa BOs $ 19,057 47, 330 
All other employees - 
Number - male ,...6000 71 216 
* TOMB Le ss... 14 12 


Salaries and wages ... $ 42,375 12,324 


LEGITIMATE THEATRES 
re mener 


| There were 5 theatres whose main source of revenue was stage 
performances rather than motion pictures and these had net receipts of 
$1,196,016 and collected an additional $231,277 in taxes, Attendance 
at these theatres numbered 903,778 These figures are slightly higher 
than those for 1947 when the same five theatres had net receipts of 
$1,079,981 and an attendance of 702,611, 


FILM EXCHANGES 
(Table 17 


Films were distributed to theatres and itinerant exhibitors 
by 29 film exchanges through 118 offices situated across Canada. Gross 
receipts of these film exchanges amounted to $22,377,197, an increase 
of 11% over the $20,119,069 reported for 1947, This revenue was derived 
as follows: 


Rental of 35 mm, films $20,215,527 
Rental of 16 mm. films 1,444,872 
Revenue from sales of advertise 

ing material 443 ,645 
Revenue from other sources 275 ,153 


Film exchanges reported 2,954 new films released during 1948 
compared with 2,452 in 1947, These films were of the following types: 


1947 1948 
Features 930 . 955 
News reels 391 475 
Cartoons 385 419 
Other films 746 1,105 


The 955 feature films were further segregated as to country of 
origin and colour, as follows: 


Don, AS 738 Black and white , 845 
Great Britain 46 Coloured 110 
Other countries 171 


Of the 118 film exchange offices, 27 operated by 10 firms 
handled only 16 mm. films and these had rentals of $1,264,729 in 1946, 


NATIONAL FILM BOARD ACTIVITIES 


The Government's National Film Board co-ordinates the film 
activities of federal departments, produces films of an educational or 
documentary nature, and distributes these through provincial and com- 
munity film libraries, and through the commercial theatres. Through the 
courtesy of the Board the following statistics relating to its operation 
in the year ending March 31, 1949, are presented. 


Production ; 
The National Film Board during 1948-49 completed and released 
166 films including 43 newsreel stories, newsclips, and trailers, Fifty- 
nine films were made for other government departments, These film programs 
were concerned mainly with raising standards of health and nutrition; obtain= 
ing and instructing recruits for defence services; increasing foreign trade 
and travel in Canada; lowering the accident rate ist industry; and improving 
methods of agriculture, The Board's own production program comprised 105 
films presenting the problems and progress in the economic, social, political, 
and cultural life of Canada, Another four films were sponsored jointly by 
the Board and other government departments, 
Non-Theatrical Distribution in Canada 

During 1948-49 the number of non=theatrical showings reported for 
NFB films was 101,569, an increase of 26 per cent over the previous year with 
a total audience of 8,998,218, representing a 21 per cent increase over 1947-48, 
In the single month of March, 1949, audiences totalling 1,179,785 were reached. 


The non-theatrical audiences are reached largely through film 
circuits in the rural areas, and through film libraries in urban centres, The 
expansion in audience coverage results largely from greater participation of 
community organizations, with a resulting increase in the number of rural 
points covered and in the number of film libraries and film councils, Film 
libraries increased during the year from 201 to 235, and film councils from 
200 to 250, Film councils extend the work of film libraries by bringing local 
groups together in joint planning and action related to the provision of film 
services and the development of effective film use, In rural areas more than 
3,000 centres now have regular showings of film circuit programs, and in a 
large pronortion of these the service has been placed on a basis of local self- 
operation, 


Service to Schools 


Through the co-operation of universities and provincial Depart- 
ments of Education, the Board distributes educational films and filmstrips 
to schools, In 1948-49, rural schools reported a total of 24,472 NFB film 
showings; urban schools reported 15,024 showings, In an average month, NFB 
films, often with teaching guides, were shown to 371,938 school children, 
an increase over the previous year of eight per cent. 


Theatrical Distribution in Canada 


Three series of theatrical short subjects, "Canada Carries On", 
En Avant Canada", and “Vigie", are distributed to Canadian theatres through 
& contract with Columbia Pictures of Canada, Ltd, During 1948-49, NFB films 
on subjects of national and topical interest were shown in a total of 747 
theatres to an aggregate audience of seven million people, 


International Distribution 


Distribution of Canadian films was carried out in 50 countries by 54 
“inHg an government posts and by RFE offices in New York, Chicago, London, and 
Mexico City, as well as through 55 theatrical distributors, 30 non-theatrical 
distributors, and 57 foreign government agencies, By the end of the year 
more than 20,000 prints of Canadian films were circulutod in other countries. 
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Minister of Trade and Commerce 


Prepared in the 


Merchandising and Services Section, 
of the Industry and Merchandising Division, 
Dominion Bureau of Statisties, Ottawa 


Price 30 cents 4 - III-N-1 


WOTICE 


The Industry and Merchandising Division of the Bureau of 
Statistics collects and compiles figures on (a) the primary indus- 
tries in Canada -- mining, forestry, and fishing; (b) manufacturing; 
(c) construction; and (d) merchandising and services. 


For the purpose of annual compilation and publication, 
reports on merchandising and services have been classified as 
follows: 


Part I - Wholesale Statistics 


A. General Review 

B, Wholesale Trade | 

Ce Operating Results of Food Wholesalers 

D. Operating Results of Dry Goods, Piece Goods, and Foot- 
wear Wholesalers 

E. Operating Results of Miscellaneous Wholesalers (auto- 
motive equipment, drugs, hardware, plumbing and 
heating equipment) 


Part II =» Retail Statistics 


F, General Review 

G. Retail Trade 

He Department Store Sales and Stocks 

I. Retail Chain Stores 

Je Operating Results of Chain Food Stores 

Ke Operating Results of Chain Clothing Stores 

Le Operating Results of Miscellaneous Chain Stores 
(variety, drug, furniture) 


Part III = Services and Special Fields 


M. Laundries, Cleaners and Dyers 
N. Theatres 


P. Advertising Agencies (Memorandum) 

Q. Sales Financing 

R. Farm Implement and Equipment Sales 

AA. New Motor Vehicle Sales and Motor Vehicle Financ ing 


The reports are punched to permit of filing in a ring binder, 
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in Operation and Average Number of Days per 
Week by Provinces, 1949 ....ccccsst rene est ccs 
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EXPLAHATION OF TERMS 


Motion Picture Exhibitors includes regular theatres and commmnity 
enterprises. Included with regular theatres are a number of exhibi- 
tors using 16 ma. projection equipment. These exhibitions are not 
given in recognized theatres, but usually in community halls. They 
are given by independent exhibitors for their ow profit and are 
distinguished from “Itinerant Exhibitors" in that they exhibit in 
one locality only. 


Community Enterprises designates motion picture shows given in 
community halls by non-profit organizations, such as churches, 
Boards of Trade, Canadien Legion branches, etc. Figures for such 
exhibitions are included in the text and tables headed “Motion 
Picture Exhibitors”. 


Drive-in Theatres. Figures for drive-in theatres have not been 

included in the tables relating to "Motion Picture Exhibitors". 

Statistics for “drive-ins® are presented in a special section on 
page N-9 of this bulletin, 


Itinerant Exhibitors. Part 2 of this report deals with itinerant 
exhibitors of motion pictures. The figures appearing throughout 
Part 1 do not include the operations of this type of distributor. 


PART I. = THEATRES 
RES 


Motion Picture Theatres 
ES POA OS 


General Summary 


Canada's theatres numbered 2,200 in 1949 and had receipts of $78,559,779 with an additional 
$12,616 ,789 being collected in amusement taxes. Newfoundland figures were included in 1949 for the first 
time. Without Newfoundland » the number of theatres in nine provinces was 2,155 with receipts (excluding 
taxes) of $77,701,797 and taxes amounting to $12,559,804, This was an increase of 5% in number of theatres 
and of 12% in receipts over the 1,950 theatres with receipts of $69,657,248 in 1948, Taxes collected by 
theatres declined from $13 ,626 2188 in 1948 to $12,616,789 in 1949, the first full year in which there was 


no Federal Amsement Tax, The following table shows the net changes in number of theatres by provinces 
between 1948 and 1949, 


Change in Number of Motion Picture Exhibitors, (1) by Provinces, 1949 


Not | 


Province New Theatres Theatres change | 
theatres re-opened closed from 1948 
CANADA 66eeeocceose $24 12 88 +250 
Newfound] and Seococeecseocececece 45(2) ee ted if 45(2) 
Prince Edward Island Se0006ecce 2 ad 1 Je : 
Nova Scotia 20eco0cececosevsecce 6 Qu 2 + 4 
New Brunswick 2eecvcocesecececevee 7 a 1 + 6 
oo 0 3 à 75 = 41 + 34 
Ontario COCCKCOLCOREOCOCEE EL OOOOD©S §2 1 14 + 39 
Manitoba COOP SOFC LABELLED OELOC OOO 11 5 7 + 9 
Saskatchewan 20v00e0e0009v0ve0se 76 6 4 £76 
Alberta SPOCCCEHLEOESD EDO COE OOO 27 pe 7 + 20 
British Columbia (3).,....,,,., 25 = 9 + 14 


| 
| 
| 


(1) Not including itinerant exhibitors. 
(2) Not necessarily new theatres, but included for the first time. 
(3) Including Yukon and Northwsst Territories. 


With the increase in number of theatres » Seating capacity in the nine provinces rose 6%, from 
150,491 seats in 1948 to 988,895 seats in 1949. Newfoundland theatres accounted for 15,956 seats bringing 
he total for Canada to 1 9004 ,849, 


Attendance at Canadian theatres continued to rise but to a lesser extent than receipts. Paid ade 
issions in 1949 numbered 230,533,513 persons in the nine provinces, 3.5% higher than 1948 admissions which 
otalled 222,459,224, Newfoundland theatres accounted for an additional 2,665,032 admissions. The increase 
n admissions did not keep pace with the increase in number of seats available, with the result that average 
apacity utilized amounted to 30.7% of the potential capacity of 757,750,803 in 1949 as compared with 32.8% 
n 1948, Potential capacity is computed by multiplying the number of seats in each theatre by the number of 
erformances given and adding the results, The 1949 figure for average capacity utilized is lower than that 
or any year since 1940, as the following table shows: 


Average capacity utilized 


1940 = 30.0% 1945 = 36.5% 
1941 = 31.0% 1946 - 37,6% 
1942 = 52,4% 1947 = 34,2% 
1943 = 35,7% 1948 = 32.8% 
1944 = 35,9% 1949 = 30.7% 


Average admission price without taxes (total receipts divided by the mmber of admissions) rose 
‘om 51.3 cents in 1948 to 33.7 cents in 1949, 


GRAPHIC REVIEW OF THEATRE STATISTICS 
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Receipts and Attendance by Provinces and for Selected Cities (Table 3) 


Theatres in all provinces reported higher receipts in 1949 than in 1948, Prince Edward Island, 
New Brunswick and British Columbia reported only minor gains in receipts, while paid admissions declined 2% 
in both New Brunswick and British Columbia and were unchanged from 1948 in Prince Edward Island, Receipts 
and attendance in the major cities of New Brunswick and British Columbia were lower in 1949 than in 1948, 
while increases occurred in the smaller localities within these provinces, 


Ontario theatres reported receipts 8% higher than in 1948 and attendance up 3%, Three localities, 
Fort William, St. Catharines and Timmins, reported small declines in volume of receipts, while attendance 
was down, compared with 1948, in Hamilton, Kingston, Fort William, St, Catharines, Kitchener, Guelph, Tim- 
mins, and Sarnia. The outstanding increase was registered for Port Arthur where an advance of 40% in re- 
ceipts and 23% in attendance, counterbalanced the decreases reported for Fort William, and resulted in 
gains for the Twin Cities of 13% in receipts and 5% in attendance, 


More substantial increases, ranging between 14% and 20% for receipts and 4% and 8% in attendance, 
were recorded for Nova Scotia, Quebec, and the Prairie Provinces, Receipts were up in all localities in 
these provinces but small declines in admissions were recorded for Hull and Sherbrooke in Quebec and for 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, On the other hand, the only localities to record marked gains in theatre receipts and 
attendance in these provinces were Halifax, N.S., and Rouyn and Quebec City in the Province of Quebec, 


Most noticeable in the Western Provinces, but evident in Quebec and New Brunswick as well,was the 
tendency for gains in both receipts and attendance to be greater in the smaller localities with fewer than 
4 theatres (shown in Table 3 as "other places") than in the larger localities for which separate figures 
have been compiled. This expansion in smaller localities is indicated in the number of exhibitors as well 
and may be partly accounted for by the increasing number of 16 mm. operations in these communities, 


Employment (Tables 7 and 8) 


FULL-YEAR THEATRES 


Motion picture theatres in Canada provi= 


nn DAYS PER WEEK IN OPERATION ded employment in 1949 for 15,533 persons of whom 
(FULL YEAR) 1941 AND 1949 1,800 were propristors and family members, Paid 
1200 employees, including executives of incorporated 
OPEN OPEN OPEN companies, numbered 13,733 amd drew Salaries and 
6 OR 7 DAYS 3-5 DAYS I-2 DAYS wages amounting to $14,590,459 during the year. 


Of these figures, 698 proprietors and members of 
their families and 11,233 employees were engaged 
in the operation of theatres which were open for 
500 days or more during the year, Paid employees 
in these "full-time" theatres received $13 ,453 ,792 
of which $4,523,883 went to 1,818 projectionists, 
Part time theatres - those operating less than 300 
days during the year - employed another 1,102 
proprietors and family members and 2,500 paid 
employees whose salaries and wages amounted to 
$1,136,667, Projectionists in part-time theatres 
numbered 756 and drew salaries amounting to 
$513,466, 


Period in Operation (Table 4) 


Of the total mumber of theatres, 1,238 
were open for the full week, 256 others had perfor- 
mances on from three to five days per week, while 
the remaining 706 were in operation only one or two 
days each week, In all, 1,518 theatres were open 
for 52 weeks during the year while 118 were oper= 
ating for less than 20 weeks, 


1000 


1941 1949 1941 1949 1941 1949 Size of Equipment and Type of Operation (Tables 
o and 6 


Of the 2,200 commercial exhibitors of motion pictures in Canada (excluding itinerant exhibitors) 
479 used 16 mm. projection equipment. Receipts of these 16 mm. locations amounted to $829,543 with an 
additional amount of $71,848 being collected in taxes. While 16 mm. locations form a small part of the 
total motion picture exhibition field (21.8% of total exhibitors excluding itinerants, 1.1% of receipts, 
and 1.2% of admissions), they are advancing in number and volume of business at a faster rate than are the 
55 mm. houses, The following table presents percentage changes between 1948 and 1949 for each of the two 
classes of exhibitors, 
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Item Establishments Using 


35 EM, 16 mm. 
equipment equipment 


(% change 1949/1948) 


No, of establishments + 6,3 +44,7 
Receipts (excl, taxes) +126 +31.7 
Paid admissions + 4,5 +26,3 


As mentioned previously in this report, the 2,200 theatres include establishments designated as 
"community enterprises", These establishments constitute community or parish halls used for motion picture 
exhibitions in localities which do not have a regular theatre. They are operated by community organizat- 
ions such as churches, lodges, Boards of Trade, Canadian Legion Branches, etc., and differ from regular 
theatres in that the members of the organizations frequently provide their services free of charge which 
obviates the necessity of paid employees. 


Community enterprises numbered 469 in 1949 and had receipts, excluding taxes, of $1,140,307. 
Attendance at performances given in these halls numbered 5,686,197 during the year. The average capacity 
utilized in these performances works out at 36.8% of potential capacity as compared with 30.7% for regular 
theatres. Most of these locations are not equipped with permanent seats but use portable chairs or benches. 


Of the 469 community enterprises in the motion picture field, 327 used 16 mm. projection equip- 
ment and 142 were equipped with 35 mm. projectors. The number of 16 mm. community enterprises increased 
from 204 in 1948 to 327 in 1949, while the number of 35 mm, locations remained constant, 


There were 152 establishments included in the 1,731 regular theatres which reported the use of 
16 mm. equipment. They represent in large part community halls in which motion pictures are shown by 
private individuals or firms rather than by non-profit organizations. Receipts of these 16 mm. locations 
amounted to $386,776 (up 18% from 1948) and admissions numbered 1,209,416 (12% above 1948), 


Ownership 


Almost 30% of all theatres were units of chain organizations which operated four or more theatres, 
and over one-fifth of all theatres were in the "20-theatres-and-over" class, Chain theatres, as the 
following table shows, accounted for 70.8% of receipts and 68,0% of admissions, 


Motion Picture Exhibitors (1) Classified According to Number of 
Establishments Under Same Ownership, Canada, 1930, 1940 and 1949 


Year and Number Number of 


Receipts (2) Admissions 
of Establishments establishments 
_ Under Same Ownership Number % Amount Number % 
$ 
| 

1930 Total vas ss’ S15 100.0 38 130,100 = 
OTIG Wve eis ovals ololsi nlite at vicleverelcterereiereiale 656 tele 15,772,000 = 
Two and three 000600090000 92 TOSL 6,390,200 ae 
HOUTAANTIOVE Teresa 167 18,2 15,967 ,900 - 
1940 Total ro ee IT :220 100,0 37,474 ,122 151,590,799 100,0 
RES eae babe ee shee PV 576 46,9 9,519,639 43 ,084 ,387 28.4 
AU RDO Three ss es Does c's se 212 17,3 4,085,878 19,366,119 12.8 
Four to nineteen 0000005600 148 12,0 4,101 ,564 17,519,259 EES 
Dwertty and’ over” .csdeesnseus ct 293 23.8 19,967,041 71,621,034 47,2 
1949 Total csonee 78,559,779 232 ,998 ,545 
One @eceseoeeseoeseeeeoeoeoeeoeveeeeed 15,582 ,974 51,191,367 
Two and three @eceeeceseorecrecce 7,927,764 23 42735 ,508 


Four-to.. nineteen rss denses 


9,473 ,477 
Twenty and over 0eeoesoceoceres 


46,175,564 


29,389,946 
129,145,724 


(1) Not including itinerant exhibitors. 
(2) Excluding taxes. 
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Drive-in Thsatres 


The foregoing figures, and those contained in the min tables of this report, do not include 
drive-in theatres. Figures for these have been tabulated separately and are presented below for the years 
1947, 1948 and 1949, 


Principal Statistics of Drive-in Theatres, 1949 
er = 


Number of drive-in theatres ...ccccccccccccces 7 15 30 
Total capacity, cars vos secs des RD OC RISC IE 5,438 9,975 15,924 
Receipts (excluding taxes) ...cccccccccccccece $ 274,325 658,641 1,392,760 
DDE enn wo e'¢ 01660 5's s be Wewcccccccocectescccescce $ 57 ,702 131,124 245 ,094 
Humber of paid admissions ....ccccccccccccccus 670,583 1,595 ,947 3,091 ,314 
Number of performances 2eseccsvcocceececocecece 1,710 8 870 8,043 
Single feature Seececococeeesoecececevcoece 1,626 2,704 6,793 
Double feature Sovcocoocevcosoeceecceceseceo G4 1,166 1,250 
Total employees Peeececccoeoovceceerovecescecsse 100 255 436 
Total salaries and wages ..sccccccccccccccccccs $ 61,432 170,654 289,608 
Projectionists - 

Number PCOCOLLE OOH EOE CLCOEOE OO HOO OE EDOO® 15 er 43 
Salaries Seecesceceseceeveceeeesvcescececoe $ 19,057 4T ,530 82,8% 

All other employees - 
Number - male S0eccsesv0seecesessesccce| TE 216 508 
- female 2eosecrcosoocececeveseoccee 14 12 84 
Salaries and wages......ccccccccccccoel$ 425375 123 ,324 206 ,712 


Per Capita Expenditure on Motion Picture Entertainment 


Per capita expenditure for Canada as a whole amounted to $6.89 for the year 1949, an increase 
of 6% over 1948 when Canadians spent an average of $6.50 per person on movies, Expenditures for the vari- 
ous provinces ranged from $2.69 to $8.94 per person, the smallest amounts being recorded for Newfoundland 
and Prince Edward Island and the largest for Ontario and British Columbia, Per capita expenditures on 
motion picture entertainment increased between 1948 and 1949 in all provinces except Prince Edward Island 
and New Brunswick although British Columbia registered only a slight gain of less than one per cent, 
Alberta expenditures were up 15%, while increases in the other provinces ranged between 5% and 10%, The 
following table shows the per capita expenditures for selected years. 


Per Capita Expenditure (1) on Motion Picture Entertainment, 
Canada and the Provinces, 1942, 1945, 1948 and 1949 
re Ry 17409 1920 and 1949 


Province 1942 1945 1948 1949 


5 $ $ 

Newfound] and S2ovcovececesecescese = ré 2.69 
Prince Edward Island ececsesoccece 2092 5,51 3.82 
Jova Scotia Seesocoecocceecvorecee 5.89 6,56 5.58 
New Brunswick 200000000e9c000000 376 4.76 4.44 
Quebec eooeococecvcececcececesecs 5.81 4.356 5.74 
Ontario Sevcocesevecscecveevecece 6.55 7.16 8.94 
Manitoba 2eooeceeoecesoccecosevcecee 459 5,13 6.20 
Saskatchewan ..e00e000000000e06e 2.66 3.83 4.67 
Alberta Seesococeoceccesevcoceces 4,22 6.54 6677 
British Columbia (2) ........... 7.62 8.15 8.59 

CREO As A RP EE 5.01 5.77 6.89 


1) Based on total receipts of regular theatres, drive-ins, and itinerant exhibitors, 
2) Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


Legitimate Theatres 


Six theatres whose main source of revenue was stage performances rather than motion pictures had receipts 
(not including taxes) of $1,405,272 in 1949 and collected $212,910 in taxes, Attendance of these theatres 
Numbered 999,404. Four of these theatres were located in Ontario and two in the Province of Quebec. 


M 
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Table 1 = Summa Statistics of Motion Picture Exhibitors, by Provinces, 1949 


No. of 
estab= 
lishments 


Province Employees 


Female 


CikDL ee 78 ,559,779| 12,616,789 | 232,998,545 5,429 |14,590,459 


Newfoundland .essessoeeese 857 ,982 56 ,985 2,665,032 137 ,460 
Prince Edward Island .ecoe 288,741 58,561 972,579 32,563 
Nova Scotia cevoosesesooe 3,111,160 315,514 11,134,120 518,589 
New Brunswick ...60++°00 2,051 ,791 225,410 7,212,478 353,118 
Quebec se0090000.00%0000 19,502,992| 2,781,847 54,496 ,582 2,857,447 
Ontario ...sssssovevesesee 31,937,717| 6,298,906 95,343 ,674 6,560,429 
Manitoba ceccceccevcsccccve 4,507 ,397 401,572 12 ,903 ,474 786 ,718 
Saskatchewan cecccccccccce 3,728 4765 167,512 11,324,578 637 ,079 
Alberta cocccccccsecccccce 5,111,220 462,505 13,910,641 870,615 


British Columbia (2),...... 


7,662,014| 1,848,777 23 ,0355 ,487 1,836 ,441 


(1) Not including amusement taxes. | 
(2) Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


Table 2 = Recsipte(1) of Motion Picture Exhibitors, by Provinces, 1945 to 1949 


$ 
CANADA ccocccvce 55,430,711 59 ,888 ,972 78,559,779 
Newfoundland ,..+0090e = - 857 , 982 
Prince Edward Island ... 226 ,902 230,550 224,697 223 ,804 225,835 281,995 288,741 


Nova Scotia cecceceeseee| 3,086,785| 3,141,049| 3,112,340] 2,955,633| 2,666,189| 2,738,331| 3,111,160 
Now Brunswick ..scceeeee| 1,611,145] 1,595,130} 1,702,869] 1,758,866| 1,771,036] 1,993,102} 2,051,791 
Quebec ssececcececcesece| 10,187,152] 10,983,159] 11,490,406 | 12,732,391| 13,918,163 | 16,405,929] 19,502,992 
Ontarlo s.eccocccceccece| 22,153,428| 22,542,943 | 23,740,894 | 25,684,210] 27,043,278 | 29,625,567] 51,937,717 
Manitoba seccccccceccece| 25845,991| 2,930,435] 38,066,871 | 5,433,687| 3,626,223| 8,709,443] 4,307,597 
Saskatchewan .escoseseee| 2,188,885] 2,547,726| 2,553,779| 2,889,343| 2,914,301 | 5,220,907| 3,728,765 


Alberta Ceeeeeesseve20eos 3,218 +583 5,583 9994 3,594,488 5,826 »140 $,711,566 4,245 el21 5,111 220 


British Columbia (2) ...| 5,965,640| 6,018,359| 6,144,367| 6,586,898| 7,058,888 | 7,559,063| 7,662,014 


(1) Not including amusement taxes, 
(2) Including Yukon and Northwest Territories, 
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Table 5 - Principal Statistios of Motion Picture Exhibitors, b Provinces and for Selected Cities, 1949 


=e oe Ave.ca= (2) 
estab— Number Potential |pacity|Ave.ad= 
pageinog end City lish- Seating (1) Amus ement of paid number of uti-|mission 
ments capacity | Receipts taxes admissions | admissions | liged| price 
CANADA. 0000000000 2,200 |1,004,849 | 78,559,779 12,616,789 |232,998,545 757,750,805| 30.7 | 53,7 
Newfoundland +09°°°00:900 45 15,966 857,982 66,985 2,665,032 9,569,452| 28.4 | 32.2 
St. Johns ...000000e 7 5,885 383,392 42,956 1,188,210 5,036,390| 23.6 | 32.3 
Other Places.....oce 38 10,071 474,590 14,029 1,476 ,822 4,333,062} 34,1 | 32.1 
Prince Edward Island .... 17 5,880 288,741 58,361 972,579 2948,180| 33,0 | 29,7 
MOVE SOOCIn sense es dde c 82 42,023| 3,111,160 315,514 | 11,134,120| 33,805,906| 32,9 | 27.9 
LOVE à CASE 10 8,841 9435 ,559 98,250 3,224,074 10,757,864| 30.0 | 29,3 
Sydney 0000000 5 5,647 815,751 86,150 1,088,975 2,869,844) 37,9 | 29,0 
Other Places +000 67 29,535| 1,851,850 181,114 6,821,071| 20,178,198| 33,8 | 27,1 
New Brunswick ..cccccccce 64 28,861 2,051,791 226,410 7,212,478 22,664,208| 31,8 | 28.4 
Saint John ....6000e 6 5,710 520,955 55,230 1,786 ,518 6,524,604) 28,2 | 29,2 
Other Places .0000e 58 25,151) 1,530,836 170,180 5,425,965} 16,339,604) 33,2 | 28,2 
RON SSSR 506 244,786} 19,502,992 2,781 ,847 54,496 ,582| 187,388,918] 29.1] 35.8 
UT TE ss soso se cc 4 3,099 358,184 51,347 1,181,052 4,468,776| 26.4] 28.6 
Montreal (3) ,...,.. 95 85,942 | 11,214,990} 1,608,629 | 30,817,292] 104,181,890) 29.6 | 56,4 
Quebec ceccccccccces 15 10,299; 1,292,471 188,700 8,670,115| 11,987,414| 50.6 | 35.2 
DOM ess oo 00 0 4 2,282 229,753 34,604 601 ,420 2,144,064) 28,1 | 38,2 
D TOR oc... 4 2,679 177,471 26,219 542,663 1,728,192| 31.4 | 32.7 
Sherbrooke ..ccccece 5 4,400 408 ,374 57,031 1,167,099 4,256,330| 27,4 | 35.0 
Three Rivers ,...,0e 4 3,181 344,472 46,592 1,000,648 3,070,704| 32.6 | 34.4 
Other Places .....0. 375 132,904} 5,497,277 768,725 | 15,516,293) 55,551,548] 27.9 | 35.4 
DMEEEIO! Sececcéocecece cee 662 349,431| 31,937,717 6,298,906 95,543,574 313,617,692| 30,4 | 33.6 
Toronto (4)... 124 104,008| 11,021,557| 2,196,656 | 50,859,822| 97,435,258| 31.7 | 35.7 
Hanilton!..:........ 20 18,529) 2,053,519 407,717 6,241,089| 18,210,282| 34,5 | 32,9 
DUCAWERS 60S. Secidle 6 17 16,773| 1,789,340 354,369 5,755,833| 21,104,764| 27.8 | 31,1 
Windsor 6.000000 12 10,529| 1,205,575 236,968 5,5735,725| 14,089,636| 25,9 | 35.7 
London css. 8 8,337| 1,019,601 204,473 2,831,978) 10,194,236] 27.8 | 36,0 
BANEStON oo 4 5,951 461,644 90,544 1,340,824 5,091,528) 26.3 | 34.4 
Fort William ....ec. 6 4,727 430,531 84,928 1,181,336 5,780,736| 20.4 | 36,4 
Port Arthur .......e 4 5 ,657 564,340 71,820 979,550 4,871,256| 20.1 | $7.2 
St. Catharines ..... 6 4,014 480,800 93 ,498 1,528 ,325 4,967,040} 30.8 | 31.5 
PA DULY soon de 6 4,817 665 , 942 122,186 1,852 ,205 5,575 ,676| 33.2 | 36.0 
Brantford csccccccce 5 56,066 491,896 94,727 1,420,661 5,930,256| 24.0 | 34.6 
Kitchener 660000 4 3,921 428,578 85,062 1,438 ,719 5,994,636| 36,0 | 29.8 
Peterborough ....... 6 4,079 421,104 82,455 1,205 ,058 5,014,704) 24.0 | 55,0 
BOCDIB ve sccciceccss 4 3,728 348,005 68,082 1,059,779 5,746,500| 28.3 | 32.8 
Guelph 0.000000 4 5,713 $21,017 61,862 908 ,599 3,267,268} 27.8 | 55.5 
Oshawa 0.000000 e 4 8,001 369,217 73,287 1,116,204 4,203,012| 26.6 | $3.1 
st. Thomas 2eueccce 4 3,501 202 , 966 39,205 610,950 2,654,372) 23.0 | 35.2 
Sault Ste. Marie ... 4 3,207 375,337 67,170 1,062,551 4,499,434) 23.6 | $5.1 
Timmins SAP ATT PADRE 4 3,797 583 ,496 73,890 1,108,380 3,553,992) 31.2 | 34.6 
Other Places 00e 818 136,486 | 9,105,462 | 1,790,229 | 29,490,188| 89,454,426| 33.0 | 30.9 
rm 165 65,082| 4,307,397 401,372 | 12,905,474| 45,574,747| 29,6 | 33.4 
Winnipeg (5)..ccccee 43 $1,769| 3,070,738 $08 ,360 8,818,828 | 52,331,154] 27.3 | 34.8 
Other Places ....... 112 $1,513 | 1,256,659 95,012 4,084,646! 11,245,593! 36,3 | 30.85 


Continued on next page 
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Table 3 - Principal Statistics of Motion Picture Exhibitors, by Provinces and for Selected Cities, 1949 
Cont'd. 


Ave. ca= (2) 
Potential |pacity |Ave.ad= 
number of uti- |mission 


Number 
of paid 


Province and City (1) 
sh Amusement 


Receipts taxes admissions | admissions| lized price 
Saskatchewan coccccccocces 341 90,364 | 3,728,765 167,512 |11,324,578 | 35,436 ,050 32.9 
Saskatoon 0000060006 6 5 215 601 9497 45,687 1 9876 9873 6 9066 2206 $2.0 
Regina ecccccccccccce 6 5,020 690,519 51,172 1,945,353| 6,086,976 35.5 
Other Places 6000009 329 80 9129 2 5436 2749 70 9453 7 502 5552 22 2982 9798 32.5 
Alberta ceccccccccccccccce 236 70,727| 5,111,220 462,305 |13,910,641| 38,815,375 36.7 
Edmonton .......0.0e LE 8,299| 1,432,942 152,256 3,821,600| 9,942,920 37.5 
Calgary oo. 11 8,826| 1,365 ,645 127,205 3,364,765| 11,699,318 40.6 
Other Places cecccoce 214 53,603 | 2,312,633 202,844 6,724,276| 17,173,137 54.4 
British Columbia (6) ..... 192 93,739| 7,662,014 | 1,848,777 | 23,035,487| 70,150,295 33.3 
Vancouver (7) seccece 45 38,972| 3,804,893 934,800 | 11,488,999 33.1 
Victoria ceecccsccseve 9 8,084 790,089 200,062 2,286 ,145 35.5 
New Westminster ...0e 6 3 ,837 382 ,937 95 ,407 1,238 ,053 30.9 
Other Places cocsceoe 132 42,846 | 2,684,005 618,508 8,082,290 85.2 
(1) Not including amusement taxes. 
(2) Total receipts (excluding taxes) divided by number of admissions, No corrections are made for 
juvenile attendance, mtinee and evening prices, etc. 
(3) Including Lachine, Verdun, Westmount and Outremont, 
(4) Including Forest Hill, Leaside, Scarboro and Swansea. 
(5) Including St. James, Norwood, St. Boniface and St, Vital. 
(6) Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
(7) Including Burnaby, North Vancouver ani West Vancouver. 


Table 4 = Motion Picture Exhibitors by Number of Weeks in Operation and Average Number of Days Per Week, 
by Provinces, 1949 


Open Open Open Open less 
6+ |3-5 | 1-2 6+ |3-5 |1-2 | 6+ 13-56 |1-2 | 6+ |3-56 [1-2 | 6+ | 3-5 
Total | days |days|days| days|days| days| days days ei days |days| days 1 


CANADA .....00| 2,200 | 1,238 | 256) 706/1,055| 189] 274 


Newfoundland,,.,.,.,.. 45 25 7| 13 21 3 2 
Prince Edward Island, 17 5 5 7 5| 4 be 
Nova Scotia seccccese 82 58| 12; 12| 53| 8 1 
New Brunswick ses 64 48} fébtiol | ait 2 
Quebec sessseeeseceee| 506 | 283] 65| 158| 237] 45 30 
Ontario}. de... l0 662-476 | Zoi Seal” ae en 17 
Mavitobay.2.ss0sxeseu 166 70| 37| 48| 58| 34 3 
Saskatchewan +... | 341 61| 55| 225| 49| 42 10 
ALDETER Gis cecendes cx] ORES 89| 26| 121| 73| 16 11 
British Columbia ....| 192 | 123 | 21| 48| 102] 16 1 


(1) Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
Notes "6+" includes 7-day week operation in the Province of Quebec. 
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Table 5 = Motion Picture Exhibitors b Type of Operation 


THEATRES 


Provinces, 1949 


Province 


CANADA cesse 
Atlantic Provinces (2).. 
LIEU CPR ARE 
EME MELO eels ss 60 00ce0s 2 
Manitoba 00000 0 0e 
Saskatchewan ....cccccee 
LL LU TS SSNNANNRNNRREN 


British Columbia (3)... 


GAUADL esse 
Atlantic Provinces (2).. 
SI nee 
MEET AO ac cesccccncccinee 
LT IT ENNEMI 
Saskatchewan ........00¢ 
BEETEO looks cccccecei'se 


British Columbia (3)... 


Number | | 2 Number Av, 
of (1) of paid cap. 
seats | Receipts Taxes admissions jutiliz 

$ $ % 


1,731 


189 


875 


519 


130 


195 


163 


160 


131 


43 


26 


146 


73 


32 


902 ,262 


89,720 


205 ,519 


542 ,053 


57,756 


61,970 


57,190 


88,054 


102,587 


3,000 


(1) Wot includ amusement taxes 
(2) The eee and Reatourdi ant have been combined in order to avoid disclosing 

individual operations, 
(3) Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


77,419,472 
6,258,091 
19,240,015 
31,862,708 
4,235,223 
3,360,125 
4,924,371 


7,538,939 


1,140,307 
51,583 
262,977 
76,009 
72,174 
368 ,640 
186 ,849 


128 ,075 


Regular Theatres 


12,563 ,737| 229,312,348 


655,739 


2,758 ,187 


6,298 ,225 


401,542 


167,512 


448 ,777 


1,839,165 


21,784,391 


53 ,589 ,405 


95,141 ,150 


12,643,981 


10,129,630 


13 ,348 ,222 


22 675 ,669 


Community Enterprises 


63 ,052 


531 


28,660 


681 


30 


35,686 ,197 


199,818 


907,177 


202 ,424 


30.7 


51.8 


2908 


50.4 


29.4 


31.2 


55.5 


$2.7 


Paid e 


13 ,064 
1,187 
2,749 
5,596 

883 
689 


705 


1,508 


H=13 


mloyees 


Salaries 
& Wages 
ui 

14,438 ,048 
1,037 ,226 
8 5826 ,834 
6,555,096 
777,045 
583 ,616 
845,365 


1,814 ,866 


152,411 
4,504 
50,618 
5,533 
9,673 
53,483 
27,260 


21,575 


H=l4 
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Table 6 = Motion Picture Éxhibitors by Type of Operation and 
ize of Projection Equi +, by Provinces, 1949 


Province 


CANADA «0000059000 
Newfoundland coccoosscce 
Prince Edward Island co. 
Nova Scotia sessccecscce 
New Brunswick weccccccce 
Quebec secccccccesevrscoe 
Ontario soccecccvcescece 
Manitoba covesccssccecoce 
Saskatchewan 6959000000 


Alberta cccccccccscccese 


British Columbia (3) eoce | 


CANADA Sse cae slele'ec'c 6 


Atlantic Provinces (2).. 
Quebeo 600000900060 
Ontario ssscccsecccccess 
Manitoba ceccccccccccoce 
Saskatchewan secccscccce 
Alberta ccccscccceccsece 


British Columbia ...(3). 


CANADA. 00000 + 0 °° 
Atlantic Provinces (2).. 
MUGNEO MAR EIRE Ar APE 
DRAP DO ‘csueweeeeucensss 
Manitoba ere 
Saskatohewan , . » « oo + o 0 » » e 
ARTE renier bees as 


British Columbia (3)... 


(1) Not including amisement taxes. 
ae Maritime Provinces and Newfoundland have been combined in order to avoid disclosing 


(2) 


Establishments using Simm. equipment 


NES: 
Receipts 


1,721 


1,579 


22 


9 


77,750,236 
842,169 
288,741 

3,097,701 
2,045 ,647 
19,269,738 
31,780 ,827 
4,285 ,456 
3 574,522 
4,976 ,067 


7,569,368 


77 ,032 ,6 96 
6,238,728 
19,120,365 
31,752,671 
4,218,896 
3,819,424 
4,875,216 


7,507 ,396 


697,540 
35,530 
149,373 
28,166 
66,560 
255,098 
100,861 


61,972 


Total, All Establishments 


12,544,941| 230,271,899 479| 829,543; 71,848 
66,985) 2,609,849 11| 15,813 - 
58,861 972,579, = - - 

314,101/ 11,090,776] 8| 13,459 1,413 
224,689 7,186,652) 7| 6,144 721 
2,756 ,815| 53,706,590| 142 | 233,254| 25,032 
6 ,275,938| 94,810,366] 75| 156,890| 22,968 
399,777| 12,828,881} 10| 21,941 1,595 
167,282| 10,808,561) 115| 154,243 30 
452,705| 13,481,128| 74] 135,153 9,530 
1,838,218! 22,776,522) $89! 92,648! 10,559 | 
Regular Theatres 
12 ,514,520| 228 ,102,932| 152| 386,776| 49,217 
653 ,921| 21,720,250] 12] 19,363 1,818 
2,738,791| 53,267,257, 33| 119,650] 14,396 
6,275 ,938| 94,748,216] 35|110,037| 22,287 
399,747| 12,592,235] 7| 16,327 1,595 
167,282| 10,003,348] 26| 40,701 30 
444,977| 13,187,342| 23| 49,155 3,800 
1,833,864! 22,584,284! 161 31,543 5,291 


Community Enterprises 
2,168,967| 327| 442,767 


139 ,608 
439,333 
62,150 
236,648 
805,215 


295,781 


192,258 


(5) Inc ne bohm horse Territories, 


Establishments using 16 mm. equipment 


Number of dre of 
Anseenont qi (1) Amusement 
taxes dmissions | No Receipts taxes K 


2,726 ,646 
56,183 
43,344 
26,826 
789,99 
535,208 

74,593 
516,017 
429,518 


258,966 


1,209,416 
64,141 
322,148 
392,934 
51,746 
126,282 
160,880 


91,285 


1,517,230 


60,212 
467 ,844 
140,274 

22 ,847 
389,735 
268,658 
167,680 
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Table + Proprietors of Unincorporated Firme(l), 1949 


Period of Operation With salary Without sale 
and Provinces [Melo | Female [Salaries | Male | Female 
Total, All Exhibitors + 0 0 0 0 o 0 0 » » 0 0 1,800 243 67 480,225 ATS 
Full-time - (operating 300 
days and over) 
CANADA see ot 698 156 40 396 ,344 143 
Newfoundland oossoveoceesoccvecsce 20 6 @ 10,007 = 
Prince Edward Island o..00000000e 5 1 1 1,800 | 1 
Nova Scotia cecccccecvcvccsceescce 21 8 = 8,627 2 
New Brunswick cocccccccccccccccvve 21 3 1 8,220 2 
_ CAS Set RER AS PP 237 54 12 138 ,745 51 
| Saag pig OMe eee 195 42 9 121,309 38 
MENUCODET 4 C5 eso ee ceiceh cb ohn dees 36 7 1 29,600 10 
Saskatohewen ccccccccsscccsesesees| 35 8 1 13,730 6 
Alberta lents des less ssl 85 17 5 39,158 24 
British Columbia (2) coccseccosece 44 10 12 25,168 9 
Part time - (operating less 
than 300 days) 
CANADA cecncecssse 1,102 87 27 85,881 350 
Newfoundland ON RAR 25 2 = 1,820 4 
Prince Edward Island ceeocsesecoce 15 = = = 3 
Nova Scotia cecccccscccesceeccccce 38 5 al 8,937 12 
New Brunswick sscscsscsccccccccces 19 2 1 1,408 5 
co EN TER RS OMS FR errr 191 14 8 13,718 54 
oo Seen ere ree 121 13 4 21,145 41 
OT SERRE PER PR errr ye) 106 10 7 6,556 30 
Saskatchewan seooessoosssseesses ee 325 18 1 8,525 97 
PROS Re PR ET 182 16 2 14,587 64 
British Columbia (2) ....00000 80 ; 3 7,187 22 


(2) Including family members not receiving a regular salary. 
(2) Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
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Table 8 = Paid 


Period of Operation Total Total 


and Province employ 


pay= Pro jectionists 


loyees, 1949 


Assistant Musicians | All other employees 
Salaries 
Fee and 


Ses roll No. | Salaries |No.Salaries|No.palaries| male wages 


Total, All Exhibitors... 13,753 


Full-time - (operating 
300 days and over) 


CANADA. 00000000! 11,255 
Newfoundland sec. 149 124,775 
Prince Edward Island ... 38 29,246 
Nova Scotia 0000000000 491 497,768 
New Brunswiok eecocceccce 541 330,991 
Quebec 000000000000 29526| 2,713 ,620 
Ontario secccccccccccece, 5,058| 6,162,254 
Manitoba cecccccccccccce 644 698,453 
Saskatchewan ....600000e 374 494 ,215 
REDOPCR os css. 559 787,723 
British Columbia (1) ...| 1,053] 1,614,747 

Part-time = (operating 
less than 300 days) 

CANADA 000000. 2600! 1.186 ,667 
Newfoundland 0000000 48 12,685 
Prince Edward Island ... 11 3,517 
Nova Scotia 0000000000 62 20,821 
New Brunswick ,...000000e 65 22,127 
Quebec 660000000000 314 145,827 
Ontario ..s00000000000 0 557 598,175 
Manitoba 0000000000 238 88,266 
Saskatchewan ...900000 607 142,864 
Alberta soso 262 82,892 


British Columbia (1) oe. 336 221,684 


(1) Inoluding Yukon and Northwest Territories, 


86 ,916 
6,458 
137,554 
93,880 
726,791 
2,081 ,650 


220,508 


517,061 


640,561 


482,928 
5,342 
2,021 
7,715 

10,008 
64,647 
140,460 
39,557 


69,358 


52 ,766 


91,089 


14,590,459|2,288| 4,921,644|291| 115,705|116| 258 ,092| 5,614|5,429/9,300,018 


230,450| 4,729] 4,592|8 699,459 
- 86,482 
2,436 19,324 

2 5639 353,894 

- 253,365 
14,422 1,926 ,115 
153,127 3,914,342 
14,942 455,968 
18,097 293,157 
5,154 466,823 
21,624 950,189 


800,559 
7,078 
1,114 

12,287 
10,660 
68,619 

239,964 

47,481 
68,378 
27,062 
118,081 | 


Exhibiters using portab 
village are classed as itinerant 


tors increased from 165 in 1948 to 174 


amounted to $494,858 in 1949 as o 


PART 2 = ITINERANT EXHIBITORS 
nn ee né 
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le equipment end showing motion pictures in more than one town or 
exhibitors for purposes of this report. The number of such epera- 


ompared with $428,305 in 1948, 


such shows rose from 1,552,820 in 1948 to 1,626,638 in 1949, 


Performances were given 


These were distributed as follows 


1948 

Fewfound]and on 
Prince Edward Island 14 
Nova Scotia 78 
New Brunswick 30 
Quebes 56 
Ontario 150 
Manitoba 100 
Saskatchewan 148 
Alberta 128 
British Columia 56 
CANADA 760 


Most of these exhibitor 
projectors. The following table 
and by provinces. 


in 1949, while their receipts 


from motion picture exhibitions 


The number of paid admissions to 


in 846 towns and villages in 1949 as compared with 760 in 1948, 


s used 16mm, projection equipment but 7 reported the use of 356mm. 
presents statistics on itinerant exhibitors by sise of equipment 


. Table 9 = Itinerant Motion Picture Exhibitors by Size of Projection 
Equipment by Provinces, 1949 


Province 


CANADA cccccccccccces 
Howfoundland ccccosccccssccccocce 
Prince Edward Island oscecsscseces 
Nova Scotia ceccoccccccccccccces 
Mow Brunswick + + 0 0 + o 0 0 o 0 » 0 9 0 © 0 0 0 o 
CL PP EP PEU 
OP 
SSAA 
Saskatchewan ccccccccccccccccceve 
noce eo due ee à 


British Columb ie 2eécoesseoccscocecece 


1) Excluding 


Operators using 355 mm. equipme 


No 


Operators using 16 mm, equipment 


Amuse= ù 
+ Admis 
. Recef pts Fée gts 
$ 


450,661) 41,726 | 1,485,170 
69,020 


(2) 
127,105 


(2) 

70,651 
296 ,781 
127,69 
519,656 
274,595 
115,988 


amusement taxes 
2) {eiicetes figures are withheld te avoid disclosing individual operations, but these are included 
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PART 3 - FILM EXCHANGES 


The distribution of films to commercial exhibitors in 1949 was effected through 119 offices 
operated by 57 film exchange companies. Of these, 17 exchanges with 31 offices across Canada handled 
16m, films exclusively, 


Gross receipts of all film exchanges in 1949 amounted to $25,881,166, an increase of 16% 
over 1949 when 29 film exchanges with 118 branches had gross receipts of $22,377,197. The 1949 ree 
ceipts were made up as follows: 


Rental of 35mm. films $ 23,310,421 
Rental of 16mm. films 1,684 ,953 
Revenue from sales of advertising material 475 ,424 
Revenue from other sources 410,568 

Total revenue $ 25,881 ,166 


Film exchanges reported 3,696 new films released during 1949, Of these, 2,527 films were 
for theatrical use, on a commercial basis. Of the total receipts from film rentals shown above, 
$24,120,112 was for rentals to theatres and itinerants for commercial exhibition. The total new films 
released were also classified by type, size, and language of film and this breakdown is presented in 
Table 11 below. 


The 1,436 new feature films released were further segregated as to country of origin as 
follows: 


United States 1,029 


France 270 
Great Britain 99 
Canade 25 


Other Countries 13 
Total new feature films 1,436 


Of these new features, 1,276 were in black and white, while 160 were in colour, 


Table 10 = Principal Statistics of Film Exchanges in Canada, 1930, 1934 and 1940 to 1949 


No. of employees | Salaries and wages Receipts 


Film Adver- Other. 
Fée Malo | Femle rentals tising | Sources 


Male 


1930 - 291 À ,074 708 9,536 ,200(1) 

1934 & 230 923 ,400 7,370,200(1) “ a 
1940 - 296 810,407 | 418,095 | 11,445,167 $85,504 | 60,224 
1941 - 347 852,400 | 484,281] 12,368,446 373,349 | 6,157 
1942 = 381 1,072,289 | 410,664| 15,892,098 370,740 | 61,071 
1943 = 498 1,070,014 | 614,247 | 15,163,355 339,891 | 48,051 
1944 23 490 1,189,821 | 654,376 | 16,516,073 346,636 | 95,765 
1945 23 587 1,505,009 | 688,667 | 17,490,264 358,250 | 127,968 
1946 26 449 1,440,177 | 668,997| 18,652,892 370,260 | 124,433 
1947 29 545 1,664,548 762 ,867| 19,464,706 429,455 | 224,908 
1948 29 596 1,797,045 | 866,059| 21,660,399 445,645 | 273,155 
1949 37 534 1,907,769 | 828,062 | 24,995,374 476,424 | 410,368 


(1) Inoludes receipts from advertising and other sources, 
(2) Included with "Film rentals", 


THEATRES. Boxe 


Table ll - Type, Size and Language of New Films Released, 1949 


Type and 
Size English French Other 
of Film language language languages 
Total, All Types - 
LOMME eee oes 2,172 1,834 326 12 
DOM ss soscdo se 1,524 1,260 251 13 
Features - 
6mm. 90000000 843 649 182 12 
COMM sc soccvse 593 419 167 7 
Cartoons = 
LITRES 361 $14 47 æ 
DO oc. + 191 190 1 = 
News Reels - 
TM Aas e.6 ait 66 6.06 189 189 ou = 
NOL i:6 4-96 «.¢.n00 405 $53 52 - 
Other Films = 
LL ETS OP PSP 779 682 97 e 
SEmM. covcccccces 335 298 $l 6 


PART 4 = NATIONAL FILM BOARD ACTIVITIES 
ee 


In addition to its primary duty of presenting the Canadian scene at home and abroad through 
informational films, the National Film Board coordinates the film activities of federal departments. 
Both its own and sponsored productions are distributed through the rural circuits » provincial ed com- 
munity libraries, md commercial theatres, Through the courtesy of the Board the following statistics 
relating to its operation in the year ending March 3i, 1950, are presented, 


Production 


The preduction branch of the National Film Board completed 139 films in 1949-50, including 
7 newsclips and 5 trailers, In addition 68 newsreel stories were photographed. This production pro= 
gram is composed of 70 English language films, 4 original French language films, 63 French versions, 
and 2 English versions, Ninety films were made under the Board's production appropriation and 45 were 
sponsored by other government departments. This program inits entirety covers a broad range of edu- 
cational and cultural subjects from agriculture, industry and labour, health and welfare, to citisen= 
ship, community life, and the creative arts, Four films were sponsored jointly by the Board and other 
government d epartments, 


Non-Theatrical Distribution in Canada 
qe 


The Board has regional offices in each of the Provinces and sub offices in many of the larger 
cities, A staff of 69 representatives, in cooperation with Provincial agencies, promotes, organizes, 
and guides community film services to make films and film strips available on as widespread a basis as 
possible throughout the whole of Canada. 


During the year Canadians attended 110,039 showings to view 16 millimetre (non-theatrical) 
films distributed by the National Film Board, The number of people attending these showings totalled 
9,298,068, These figures,which do not include the use of prints purehased by business establishments, 
health and agricultural organizations, provincial government departments, etc, + represent increases 
Over the previous year of 8 per ,cent in showings and of 3 percent in audiences, 


Appro ximately 2,000,000 people saw the films in districts served by the Board's rural pro= 
grams, The larger part of these nine million people viewed N.F.B. films which were borrowed from 
national, provincial » and local libraries and depots and of which there are now 265 as compared with 
255 one year go. Film councils, whieh have increased from 260 to 300, extend the work of the film 
libraries by bringing local groups together in joint planning and action relating to film services and 
the development of effective film use. The conversion of circuits to self-operation in rural areas 
has continued during the past year and is now more then half completed. More than 5,500 rural centres 
now have regular showings of film circuit programs, 
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Service to Schools 


Through the cooperation of universities and provincial departments of education, the Board! 
films and filmstrips are distributed to rural schools which in 1949-50 reported 24,645 N.F.B. showin; 
to audiences of 1,807,709, and urban schools which reported showings of 15,255 and audiences of 
1,711,257. 


Theatrical Distribution in Canada 


Twenty-nine films were released in the four series of theatrical short subjects, CANADA 
CARRIES ON, EN AVANT CANADA, EYE WITNESS, and VIGIE, which are distributed to Canadian theatres throw 
a contract with Columbia Pictures of Canada, Lid. During 1949-50, N.F.B. films on subjects of nation 
and topical interest were shown in a total of 805 theatres to an aggregate audience of seven million! 
people. 


International Distribution 


The Board's films were distributed through 45 Canadian diplomatic and trade posts which re 
ported 20,763 showings to an audience of 3,128,320, There were 14,828 bookings through theatrical 
distributors in 24 countries outside Canada; 409 television bookings in the United States; 21,421 
non-theatrical showings to 1,949,151 people through film agencies of other governments; 20,229 show». 
ings to 1,676,700 through 64 travel outlets in the United States and the Board's offices in New York! 
and Chicago. 2,935 prints were placed in distribution by sale. | 
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* + * 


* + + 


MOSZEMrAGH ODA 


NOTICE 


The Industry and Merchandising Division of the Bureau of Statistics collects and 
compiles figures on (a) the primary industries in Canada — mining, forestry, and fishing; 
(b) manufacturing; (c) construction; and (d) merchandising and services. 


For the purpose of annual compilation and publication, reports on merchandising and 
services have been classified as follows: 


Dawu> 


<CGHNADD 


Part I — Wholesale Statistics 


Wholesale Trade, 25¢. 

Operating Results of Food Wholesalers, 25¢. 

Operating Results of Dry Goods, Piece Goods, and Footwear Wholesalers, 25¢. 

Operating Results of Miscellaneous Wholesalers (automotive equipment, drugs, 
hardware, plumbing and heating equipment), 25¢. 


Part II — Retail Statistics 


General Review, 25¢. 

Retail Trade, 50¢. 

Retail Chain Stores, 50¢. 

Operating Results of Chain Food Stores, 25¢. 

Operating Results of Chain Clothing Stores, 254. 

Operating Results of Miscellaneous Chain Stores (variety, drug, furniture), 25¢. 
Operating Results of Retail Food Stores, 254. 

Operating Results of Retail Clothing Stores, 254. 

Operating Results of Retail Hardware, Furniture, Appliance, and Radio Stores,25¢. 
Operating Results of Filling Stations and Garages, 25¢. 

Operating Results of Miscellaneous Retail Stores, 254. 

Retail Consumer Credit, 254, 


Part II — Services and Special Fields 


Laundries, Cleaners and Dyers, 25€. 

Motion Picture Theatres, Exhibitors, and Distributors, 254. 
Hotels, 25¢. 

Sales Financing, 25¢. 

Farm Implement and Equipment Sales, 254. 

New Motor Vehicle Sales and Motor Vehicle Financing, 25¢. 


The reports are punched to permit of filing in a ring binder. 


* Biennial reports — not issued for 1950. 
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PART 1. Motion Picture Theatres 


This section deals only with regular theatres but includes those using 
both 16 mm, and 35 mm, projection equipment. In previous bulletins com- 
munity enterprises were also included, but beginning with 1950, data on this 
type of exhibitor are presented in a separate section. 


Wie eel NOS MONT Re Moni int EU 


PART 2. Drive-in Theatres 
Statistics for unis recent and expanding type of motion picture exhibi- 
tion are not included with figures for regular motion picture theatres. 
Pierre AE RES SN RE A ORL 


PART 3. Community Enterprises 


These are community halls in which motion pictures are exhibited by 
non-profit organizations, such as churches, Boards of Trade, Canadian 
Legion branches, etc. Pictures are shown by independent exhibitors which 
are distinguished from ‘‘Itinerant Exhibitors’’ in that they exhibit in one 
locality only. 


Text and Tables 9 and 10 ........... ae PAR ENS SERA EL Lars R-15 


PART 4. Itinernant Exhibitors 


This section summarizes the activities of operators of portable equip- 
ment who exhibit pictures in more than one locality. 


Mexeand Table #18... 4. Oe ene LE PPS TR OU LA nc T R-16 


PART 5. Film Exchanges 


Information on the distribution of films to commercial exhibitors is 
reviewed in this section, 
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MOTION PICTURE THEATRES, 
EXHIBITORS, AND DISTRIBUTORS 
1950 


GENERAL SUMMARY 


As outlined in the ‘‘Contents’’, the 1950 theatre itinerant exhibitors. Significant statistics concerning 
operations are presented in four distinct parts-regular each of these four types are brought together in the 
theatres, drive-in theatres, community enterprises and following table. 


Summary of Motion Picture Theatre Operations in Canada 1950 


Itinerant 
Operators 


Community 
Enterprises 


Total, 
all Types 


Drive-in 
Theatres 


Regular 


item Theatres 


Number of establishments ...............000 2,624 1, 801 62 586 175 
Receipts (excluding taxes) $86,713,357 | $82,707, 762 $2, 290, 679 $1,251; 321 $463, 605 
Bere MONG TR NE Silence $11,841,704 | $11,444,668 $300, 028 $57, 532 $39, 476 
Number of paid admissions ...............6006 242,396,679 | 231,746,881 4,943, 000 4,135,101 1,571,697 


The growth of drive-in theatres has placedthem The per capita expenditure on motion picture 
second in volume of receipts in 1950. More detail on entertainment is based on receipts from all types and 
the operations of the separate types is contained in  -is therefore shown in this general summary. 
the following sections of this bulletin. 


Per Capita Expenditure! on Motion Picture Entertainment, Canada and the Provinces, 
1942, 1945, 1948, 1949 and 1950 


Province 1950 
$ 
RB ANIA Ne 7.12 
STOIC NG IVG sa 2. 2.93 
BICC EUWATAMISIAN A... rss. PA de 3% Bs She rhs. 
LOUE SOON 5e 6. bys 5 501 
RPE NVMPISUUNIS V1 CK so.cceccsaveessesccascecssesscascecoeesee oe 4. 4. 4. 4. 40 
im eevacacrstonuases 3. ae 5 5s 6. 20 
ES ecmmneste 6. Ts 8. 8. 9.11 
0. 4. 5, Be 6. 6. 20 
A men de ess tencs conne D: 3% ak. 4. 4.84 
NA 4. 5e 5. 6. 718 
LOT SI The 8. 8. 8. 8.47 
1. Based on total receipts of regular theatres, drive-ins, community enterprises and itinerant exhibitors. 
2. Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
In 1950 the per capita expenditure on motion Legitimate theatres were not covered in this 


Picture entertainment rose to $7.12 from $6.89 in 1950 survey. 
1949, The Ontario average was the highest at $9.11 
and Newfoundland the lowest at $2.93. 
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GRAPHIC REVIEW OF THEATRE STATISTICS 


NUMBER OF | MILLION 
THEATRES DOLLARS 
2600 100 
oe NUMBER OF THEATRES RECEIPTS AND TAXES 
90 
2200 
80 
2000 
1800 70 
1600 60 
1400 RECEIPTS 
REGULAR THEATRES 50 (EXCLUDING TAX) 
1200 AND 
COMMUNITY HALLS 
1000 40 
800 30 
600 
20 
ae ITINERANTS 
a 10 
200 ag SOP aoe 
O O 
1941 1944 1947 1950 1941 1944 1947 1950 


DOLLARS 
8 


AVERAGE ADMISSION PRICE 
er A cu 


NOT AVAILABLE 
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NO OF THEATRES 
OR OPERATORS 
2000 


1500 


1000 


500 


1948 1949 


1947 


1946 


1950 


TYPE OF PROJECTION EQUIPMENT USED 


| 
LC) 


REGULAR COMMUNITY DRIVE-IN 
THEATRES  HALLS ITINERANT 


1950 


1951 


PART I. MOTION PICTURE THEATRES 


Summary of 1950 Activities 


All figures shown in this section relate only to 
regular motion picture theatres with one exception, Ir 
Table 2, receipts for years prior to 1949 include 
those of community enterprises, 


There were 1,801 motion picture theatres in oper- 
ation in Canada during 1950 with receipts amounting 


to $82,707,762 plus $11,444,668 collected in amuse- 
ment taxes. This represented an increase of 4% in 
number of theatres and 7% in receipts over the 1,731 
theatres with receipts of $77,419,472 in 1949, Taxes 
collected by theatres declined from $12,563,737 in 
1949 to $11,444,668 in 1950. 


Change in Number of Motion Picture Theatres!, by Provinces, during 1950 


: New Theatres Theatres Net change 


AL LE LELE EEE CCE EEE LI TILL ELLE 


1. Not including itinerant exhibitors, drive-in theatres or community enterprises. 


2. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


There were more new theatres opened in Quebec 
in 1950 than in any other province, The net increase 
in Quebec was 31, with Alberta next at 15, In all prov- 
Inces there was a total net increase of 70 theatres, 


This increase in number of theatres was re- 
flected in a 3% increase in seating capacity from the 
previous year, Paid admissions, however, did not 
Parallel the increase in seating capacity. In 1950, 
Paid admissions numbered 231,746,881, 1.1% higher 


than the 229,312,348 admissions recorded in 1949, 
This lesser gain in admissions is also reflected in 
the drop in ‘‘capacity utilized’’ in 1950. Of a potential 
capacity of 772,961,404 in 1950 only 30.0% was 
utilized compared with 30.7% in 1949. Potential 
capacity is computed by multiplying the number of 
seats in each theatre by the number of performances 
and cumulating the results. The following table 
shows that average capacity utilized in 1950 was the 
lowest since 1940, 
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Average Capacity Utilized 1940-1950 


LOTO 30.0% 19e 35.1% 
TORRES. 31.0% NO FAME nee 35.9% 
VOA 32.4% 1045 36.5% 


LGA GE eee 37.6% 194 sen 30.7% 
LOTO See 34.2% 1950 30.0% 
LORS A eee 32.8% 


Receipts and Attendance by Provinces and for Selected Cities (Tables 2 and 3) 


In Table 2, which shows a year-to-year compar- 
ison of receipts by provinces, 1949 figures have been 
revised to exclude community enterprises so that a 
proper comparison may by made with the 1950 re- 
ceipts. It was not possible to carry this revision 
prior to 1949 but the inclusion of community enter- 
prises in earlier years does not affect too seriously 
the comparability of tne series, 


All provinces except Manitoba recorded higher 
theatre receipts (excluding taxes) in 1950 than in 
1949, Quebec theatre receipts increased 10.8% while 
Manitoba showed a slight decrease of 0.9%. The in- 
crease over 1949 for Canada was 6.8% in receipts 
and 1.1%inpaid admissions, In Table 3, comparisons 
cannot be made with 1949 figures because revision 
of figures for localities to exclude community enter- 
prises would make it possible to ascertain the rev- 
enues of individual halls in 1949. 


Employment 


Motion picture theatres in Canada provided em- 
ployment for 15,711 persons in 1950 of whom 1,845 
were proprietors and family members, Salaries and 
wages paid to 13,866 employees, including execu- 
tives of incorporated companies, amounted to 
$15,640,372 in 1950. The majority of the employees 
was engaged in ‘‘full-time’’ theatres — those oper- 
rating 300 days or more during the year — and the 
12,215 these theatres employed received $14,780.175 


Seating capacity utilization was highest in 
Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick and Alberta 
at 33% and lowest in Manitoba at 28%. Ontario thea- 
tres, with 37% of the total seating capacity, obtained 
41% of the 1950 business done in Canada, Quebec 
also showed a greater proportion of total receipts 
than of total seating capacity. British Columbia thea- 
tres obtained the same ratio of receipts as they had 
of seating —9.5% and the other provinces lesser per- 
centages of receipts than of seating capacity. 


The average admission price without taxes was 
36.0 cents in 1950 compared with 33.7 cents in 
1949, Quebec ranked highest with an average ad- 
mission of 39 cents and the Maritimes the lowest 
with 30 cents recorded for Prince Edward Island, 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 


(Tables 6 and 7) 


in wages. The projectionists in these theatres num- 
1,888 and received salaries amounting to $4,868,907. 
Part-time theatres — those operating less than 300 
days during the year — employed 1,084 proprietors 
and family members and 1,651 paid employees who 
received salaries amounting to $860,197. Projec- 
tionists in these theatres numbered 464 and drew 
salaries totalling $385,675. 


Period in Operation (Table 4) 


There were 1,272 of the 1,801 theatres open for 
the full week, 235 others had performances on from 
three to five days a week and the remaining 294 
were in operation only one or two days each week. 


Of the total number of theatres, 1,397 were open 
52 weeks during the year, 194 from 40 to 51 
weeks, 130 from 20 to 39 weeks and 80 less than 20 
weeks, 


Size of Equipment (Table 5) 


The majority of the regular motion picture thea- 
tres in Canada (1,624 of the 1,801) used 35mm, 
equipment and had receipts of $82,257,401 in 1950 
compared with the $450,361 receipts of 177 exhibi- 
tors who used 16 mm. equipment, There were more 


in Quebec using 16 mm, projection equipment than in 
any other province. These represented mainly commu- 
nity halls in which pictures were shown by private 
individuals rather than by non-profit organizations 
which are reviewed in Section 3 of this bulletin. 
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Approximately 38% of all theatres were units 
of chain organizations which operated four or more 
Slightly more than one quarter of all 


theatres. 


Ownership 
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theatres were in the ‘‘Twenty and over’’ bracket, 
Chain theatres accounted for 72,2% of total receipts 
and 69.4% of admissions, 


Motion Picture Theatres! Classified According to Number of Establishments Under Same Ownership, 
Canada, 1930, 1940 and 1950 


Year and Number 
of Establishments 
Under Same Ownership 


POOR meee meee sone eens en eraser rere eH Het n esse eres merase es ees ee Eres eeons 


SOO Meee e eee eee e ees e ence cree essa eee es en eeen es cesseesesssssusenee 


LEE EEE EEE EE EE EE ET EE EEE TT 


LT OO TS NN EE 


CU CN NS 


hehe tee eee eee eee eee eT ere Terre reer en ess sense nnsnnsnse 


Two and three 


TORR e eee me meee tenet eee eee ee een eee eee Hees sess sees se eee ee ee ene 


Four to nineteen 


Twenty.and over 


uns ORO e ee eee nn ene e ween meee ee ee ae ee snes sees es eH een eee see 


Establishments [ 


Number of 


Receipts? 


656 (lod! 
92 10.1 
167 18. 2 
1,229 | 100.0 
576 46.9 
212 iene 
148 1250 
293 23-16 
1, 801 | 100.0 
903 SON 
220 1292 
212 1 


Amount 


38, 130, 100 


15, 772, 000 
6, 390, 200 


15, 967, 900 


37,474, 122 


9, 319, 639 
4, 085, 878 
4, 101, 564 


19, 967,041 


82, 707, 762 


16,555, 677 


6, 416, 269 


10, 498, 475 


49, 237, 341 | 


100. 0 


100. 0 


20.0 


1.8 


12.7 


59.5 


Admissions 


Number 


151, 590, 799 


43, 084, 387 
19, 366, 119 
17,519, 259 


71, 621, 034 


231, 746, 881 


50, 941, 156 
19, 901, 823 


31, 438, 839 


129, 465, 063 


%o 


100. 0 


100. 0 


55.9 


1.8 
466 2509 


1. Not including drive-in theatres, itinerant exhibitors and community enterprises. 


2. Excluding taxes. 
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TABLE 1. Summary Statistics of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces, 1950 
Employees 
Number of Receipts | Number of 
Province establish- | (excluding ABUS | paid 
ments taxes) admissions ire 
alaries 
Male | Female and wages 
$ 
Canada, Rens 1, 801 82,707, 762 | 11,444,668 | 231, 746. 881 5,569 | 15,640,372 — 
INGWEOUTIC lan ee 38 863, 734 63,632 2,829, 182 51 172,924 
Prince Edward Island 14 286, 334 55, 299 950, 136 22 34, 340 
INOVE SCOUUAtscsrecscarecetteeseatecs ers 79 3, 266, 536 358, 802 | 10,932,898 283 549, 827 
IN'GW BRUNS WLC IR 60 2,053, 595 222,859 6,889, 070 192 350,891 
QUEDEC PR eietereeeceanren 406 21, 310, 810 2,954,726 | 54,688, 250 788 3, 262, 830 
ONATIO En mirent 528 | 34,083,166 5,225, 426 | 96,664, 374 2,413 6, 906, 358 
MANIGODE, corecvecerectssnees oeeteretitececeoe 129 4, 197, 205 438,312 | 12,318, 908 455 854,663 
SASKALCNEMNANE wsscsesesscr verses 199 3, 505, 695 154, 820 10, 309,183 atl 635, 459 
AUS LE AE ANR Re 178 sel 483,958 13,909,034 360 959, 2214 
British Columbia... 164 7,826, 356 1,486,834 | 22, 255,846 668 1,913,853 
1. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
TABLE 2. Receipts! of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces, 1944 to 1950 
Province 1944 1945 1946 1947 1950 3 
| 
$ $ $ $ $ 
Canada... 53,173,325 | 55,430, 711 | 59, 888, 972 | 62, 865,279 | 69,657,248 | 77,419,472 | 82, 107. 762 
Newfoundland... — — — — = 820,107 863, 734 
Prince Edward Island .... 230, 550 224, 697 223, 804 225,939 281,995 280, 631 286, 334. 
Nova SCOULAaccvescresecartcece 3,141,049 | 3,112, 340 2,953, 633 2,666, 189 25738, 331 |) 3,109; 2620892600 
New Brunswick... 1,595,130 | 1,702,869 1,758, 866 1, 771, 036 1,993,102} 2,048,091 2,053, 595 
QUO DEC RAR 10, 983, 139 | 11, 490,406 | 12, 732, 391 | 13,918, 163 | 16,405,929 | 19, 240,015 | 21, 310,810 
OAI RS ere 22,542,943 | 23, 740,894 | 25,684, 210 | 27,043, 278 | 29,523, 367 | 31, 862, 708 | 34,083, 166 
MOanitODARRR Re 2,930,435 | 3,066,871 3,433, 687 3, 526,223 | 3,709,443 | 4,235,223 | 4,197, 200m 
Saskatchewan... 2,347: 12601062, OOS) (UO. leo nOOOme sora 014301522090" 3, 360, 125 | 3,505,695 
AUD GIU Gl, Gexccvcassvesbastesussates 3,383,994 | 3,394,488 | 3,626, 140 | 3,711,366 | 4,245,121} 4,107,536 5, 314,331 
British Columbia? .......... 6,018,359 | 6,144,367 | 6,586,898 | 7,058,888 | 7,539,053") 7,422,816 7, 826, 356 


1. Not including amusement taxes. 
2. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
3. Not including community enterprises. 
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TABLE 3. Principal Statistics of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces and for Selected Cities 


Prov 


ince 


and 


Ci 


Cana 


ty 


da... 


Newfoundland .............. 


St. Johns 


Bo eerccorescsoricn 


Other places ........... 


Prince Edw 


Nova Scotia 
Halifax... 


ard Island 


eeeerovocovesesese 


SAUTER 


New Brunswick............ 


SAR TONER 
Other DIACES ......0.-+. 


Toronto 
Hamilton 


Sosceovesesovvvece 


onvesnenseesesces 


tossocessesescecse 


ORNE AIRPORT 


Kingston 


Se reseseserosccose 


Fort William 


Sudbury 


#0 sononsmesoneneceese 


BEANLIONA re 


SENS NES 


Manitoba . 


Oren ererorneees seeee 


Winnipeg? ................ 
Other places 


Saskatche VET ween 


Saskatoon 
IC UNE 


Seating 


capacity 


927, 951 


15, 267 


6, 420 
8,847 


5,376 


42, 206 


8,841 
3,627 
29, 738 


28, 239 


6, 138 
22,101 


216, 212 


79, 248 
9,784 
3, 099 
2, 312 
2,673 
4, 407 
3, 525 

111,164 


345, 124 


104,752 
18, 249 
17,615 

9, 272 
8, 114 
3,862 
4,727 
3,657 
4,000 
5, 067 
5,055 
4, 776 
3, 909 
3,685 
3,713 
3,001 
3, 213 
3, 797 
3, 146 
2,418 
129, 496 


59, 059 


31,674 
27, 385 


64, 058 


9, 215 
5, 266 
93, 577 


Receipts! 


$ 


82, 707, 762 


863, 734 


453, 366 
410, 368 


286, 334 


3, 266, 536 


1,019,062 
332, 573 
1,914,901 


2,053,595 


600, 716 
1, 452, 879 


21,310, 810 


11, 865, 185 
1,395, 074 
368, 888 
233, 435 
186, 424 
427, 406 
351,046 
6, 483, 352 


. 34, 083, 166 


12, 023, 981 
2, 147, 974 
1,927, 784 
1,149,075 
1, 132, 455 

489, 843 
403,825 
348, 690 
499, 119 
736, 285 
479, 356 
511,112 
430,964 
355, 930 
336, 650 
445,812 
381, 895 
395, 877 
329, 673 
177, 960 
9, 378, 906 


4,197, 205 


2,983,017 
1, 214, 188 


3,505, 695 


602, 704 
745,914 
2,157,077 


1950 


Amusement Number Potential Average | Average 
taxes of paid number of | capacity |admission 
admissions admissions | utilized price2 
$ % ¢ 
11,444, 668 | 231, 746, 881 | 772, 961,404 30 36 
63, 632 2, 829, 182 9, 021, 525 31 31 
50, 541 1,594, 135 5 210, 192, 30 28 
13,091 1, 235, 047 SOO mS 33 33 
55,299 950,136 2,858, 634 33 30 
358, 802 | 10,932, 898 | 36,342,198 30 30 
lsh Bares} 2201, 052141085012 29 en 
36,923 1,097, 168 3, 106, 584 35 30 
210, 606 6,584,678 | 22,147, 602 30 29 
222, 859 6,889,070 | 21,181, 825 33 30 
65,479 1, 900, 590 ANS 27 92 
157, 380 4,988, 480 14,070, 643 35 29 
2,954, 726| 54,688,250 | 189, 820, 015 29 39 
1,732,595] 30,623, 283 | 104,897,052 29 39 
210, 539 SEM el 13, 179, 826 29 36 
55, 009 1252508 4,436, 952 28 29 
37, 189 558, 406 2,819, 404 20 42 
27, 438 564, 243 1,777,644 32 33 
58,053 1,195,973 4, 286, 360 28 36 
47,098 956, 773 3,299,044 29 ot 
786,805] 15,663,673] 55,123, 733 28 41 
5,225,426| 96, 664,374 | 322, 013, 804 30 35 
1,887,871| 31,296, 507 | 101,448,577 31 38 
328,682 6,167,276| 18,236, 790 34 35 
294, 118 5, 920, 288 21,085, 415 28 33 
177, 975 3,034,174] 13,487,032 22 38 
175, 690 2,936,796 | 10,254,816 29 39 
64, 881 1, 384, 963 5, 462, 808 25 39 
63, 580 il ari 20 6,092, 112 19 36 
53,402 939,949 DAS Ome 18 37 
73,545 1618212 5, 226, 000 31 31 
112, 280 1,956, 098 5, 121,686 38 38 
TRE 1, 320, 072 5, 740, 956 23 36 
71, 193 1, 622, 836 5,077, 800 82 31 
64,762 1, 148, 154 4,981, 704 23 38 
53,946 1 0537901 3,941, 496 21 34 
50,765 936, 476 3, 526, 848 21 36 
67, 201 1, 292,936 4,463,472 29 34 
57,919 1/1207"029 4,173, 650 27 34 
58,913 1, 147, 598 5, 598, 992 32 34 
48, 603 151022) 246 BHOOD a 34 32 
30, 032 583, 397 1,850, 992 52 31 
1,410,053| 29,040,623} 90, 103,924 32 32 
438,312| 12,318,908| 43, 853, 914 28 34 
342, 983 8, 384,081 | 31,663, 840 26 36 
95, 329 3, 934, 827 12, 190,074 32 Si 
154,820] 10,309,183 | 34,012,165 30 34 
21, 894 1,838,916 6, 366, 256 29 33 
51,059 1,991, 370 6,621, 132 30 sl 
70/9101 6,478,897| 21,024,777 31 33 
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TABLE 3. Principal Statistics of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces and for Selected Cities, 
1950 — Concluded 


Province : 
Seating : Amusement 
and . A Receipts! 
City capacity taxes 
$ $ 
AÎDOFÉA he oe Re Parc 64, 030 5, 314, 331 483, 958 
Edmonton. 7. 9,483 1,417 163 140, 504 
Calc anya ese 9, 293 1, td 107 144,984 
Cethbridée #7 2,818 302,935 28, 224 


Other places 7 42,436 1, 996, 106 170, 246 


British Columbia? ...... 88,380 | 7,826,356 | 1,486, 834 
Vancouver” ee 39,043 | 3,812, 151 740, 714 
MACON Re 8, 094 869, 769 168, 227 


80,781 
497,112 


3,811 
37, 432 


418,561 
2, 725, 875 


New Westminster .... 
Other places)... 


1. Not including amusement taxes. 


Number 
of paid 
admissions 


13, 909, 034 


3, 915, 137 
3,465, 211 

812, 865 
5,715, 821 


22, 255, 846 


11, 038, 538 
2,237,024 
1, 259,028 
7,721, 256 


Potential 
number of 


Average | Average 
capacity [admission 


admissions | utilized price2 
¢ 

41, 744, 518 38 
10, 834, 736 39 
12,584, 460 43 

2, 365, 944 ot 
15, 959,378 35 
72, 112, 806 35 
38, 150,626 35 
10, 874, 682 39 

4,099,992 33 
18, 987, 506 35 


2. Total receipts (excluding taxes) divided by number of admissions. No corrections are made for juvenile attendance 


matinee and evening prices, etc. 

Including Lachine, Verdun, Westmount and Outremont. 
Including Forest Hill, Leaside, Scarboro and Swansea. 
Including St. James, Norwood, St. Boniface and St. Vital. 
Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 

Including Burnaby, North Vancouver and West Vancouver. 
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TABLE 4. Motion Picture Theatres by Number of Weeks in Operation and Average Number of Days 


Per Week, by Provinces, 1950 


: Open 
All establishments ante 
6+ 3=5 | 1-2 6+ 
Total days |days|days| days |days|idays |days 
Canada.................. 1, 801 | 1,272 | 235 | 294 | 1,101 
Newfoundland .............. 38 23 1 8 20 
Prince Edward Island 14 6 4 4 5 
NGVia Scotian. ee 79 58 1 10 56 
New Brunswick............ 60 46 5 9 40 
AUEPÈC ER Re esse nee 406 295 Bo} 58 250 
HATATIO ART RS. 528 483 18 an 449 
MANITO DANS. een 135 74 39 22 42 
Saskatchewan.............. 199 65 50 84 51 
AUDE. 50 178 98 29 54 81 
British Columbia? ...... 164 124: | 29.121 107 


1. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


Open 
40-51 weeks 


Note. ‘‘6+’’ includes 7-day week operation in the Province of Quebec. 


days | days | days 


Open less 
than 20 weeks 


Open 
20-39 weeks 
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TABLE 5. Motion Picture Theatres by Size of Projection Equipment and Provinces, 1950 


Establishments using 35 mm. equipment Establishments using 16 mm. equipment 


Province Receipts | À, Number of Receipts Number of 
(excluding > eee paid Number |(excluding eye aes paid 

taxes) admissions taxes) admissions 

$ $ $ su ah 

scape nenertec§ ; 82, 257,401 | 11,394, 774 | 230,411, 063 177 | 450,361 49,894 | 1,335,818 

Pre 845, 633 63,434 2, 144, 581 9 18, 101 198 57, 601 

_ 286,334 55, 299 950, 136 — ms = 6 

SR ern PERS 357, 676 10, 900,456 4 St 1,126 32,442 

RSS 2, 048, 703 222, 306 GC 614252 5 4, 892 553 17, 818 

CLD SENET SERA 21,180,515 | 2,937,327) 54,324,465 47 130, 295 17, 399 363, 785 

RPE ATLO rares 33,995,392 | 5,211, 650 | 96,370,556 36 87, 774 13, 776 293, 818 

MANICODAR AN... 4, 180,512 436, 554 12, 212;992 4 16, 693 1106 46, 516 

Saskatchewan 3,462, 923 154, 820 10, 174, 338 26 42,772 — 134, 845 
LINE TRES De 21H 301 475, 864 13, 633, 293 28 96, 974 8,094 Portal 

British Columbia? ........ 7,782, 927 1,479, 844 22, 142, 594 18 43,429 6, 990 11872b2 


1. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


TABLE 6. Paid Employees, 1959 


; et Assistant 
Period of Operation es Total Projectionists projectionists All other employees 
and Province Fe. payroll 
$ $ $ $ 


Total, All Theatres | 13, 866 | 15, 640,372 | 2,045 | 20 5,115, 931 | 269) 18] 138,651] 5, 980| 5, 534/9, 867, 247 


Full-time (operating 300 

days and over): 

LT TU ERRRRNE 12, 215 | 14, 780, 175 | 1, 684 | 11 | 4,752, 399 | 177 | 16 | 116,508| 5,395 | 4, 932 |9, 447, 044 
Newfoundland ......00..0..... 140 158, 578 23 | — 39,677} 11| — 8, 142 68 38 99, 959 
Prince Edward Island.... 42 33, 190 ao W419 | — 2 1, 254 18 17 22,117 
BVA Scotia ............050000. 524 928, 313 70 | — 144, 439 9 | — 5, 823 187 258| 370,910 
New Brunswick 332 324, 306 48 | 1 88,553 8| — 9, 127 105 170] 218,446 
TS os 2,743 | 3,105,212 390 "2 785, 399 | 82| — 58,451] 1,530 734 |2, 096, 764 
ÉCRIN 9,900 | 6,686, 388 666 | 3] 2,232,289} 26| 4] 14,420| 2,556| 2, 245/4, 300, 339 
OR... 715 765, 038 83 | — 222,917| 20/2 9, 763 235 375| 499,058 
Saskatchewan 0000.00.00... 444 939, 904 ae) p oh 191, 422 7| — 4,855 149 210| 324,856 
a … 636 878,439 114} 3 308, 463 rip 36 4, 847 225 281| 513,887 
British Columbia! ...........| 1,139 | 1,760, 807 203 | -1 731, 821 Cia es 3,826 322 604 |1, 000, 108 
Part-time (operating less 

than 300 days): 

AR 2... prie 1,651 860,197 361 | 9 363,532 | 92) 2] 22,143 585 602| 420,203 
Newfoundland ..00.......0... 45 14, 346 6 | — 6,480 3 | — 400 23 13 5, 566 
Prince Edward Island … 8 1, 150 1|— 230 LA f— 182 3 3 738 
Nova Scotia | PSE TIR 61 21,514 10 | — 6, 299 4 | — 1, 207 25 13, 459 

65 26, 585 18 | — 11, 494 5 | — 1, 096 21 12, 225 

Rte 268 157, 618 80 | 3 64,382 | 24) — 5, 967 49 67, 502 

Ontario 375 219, 970 58 | 3 84, 474 7 | — 2,491 158| 126,618 
i 190 89, 625 42 | 1 42,816 | 10) — 2,078 77 42, 124 

289 95, 555 70 | — 42,946 | 16 | — 2, 004 129 45, 953 

196 80, 788 221152 39,222 |, 13 | 2 3, 602 66 31,309 

154 153, 046 34 | — 65, 189 9 | — 3, 116 61 74,709 


1. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
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TABLE 7. Proprietors of Unincorporated Firms!, 1950 


With salary 
$ 


Period of Operation 
and Province 


Total, All Theatres 


see ccennccresesnsovasccnsversesees 


Full-time (operating 300 days and over): 
CanadA 0.200 ecenrccdeoescesssnecersensnacssenesesheadsenasncsee 


Newfoundland 
Prince Baward ISlANd eee cer 
IN VATS COUR EE A eee Dee Se 
NEW: BYUNS WICK 2 22 reactor ee memes 
QUBEDEC 2... 2022 ares ececnecec ressent eue 
OntANIO ec ok ee D Deere etre tierces 
MANMILODA 22 rer aie: tirer 
SAS RALONOWAIL cree acces ee cesser see eee 
ADR RE RS RE Re nee ne Sec rene ares ete 
British Columbian 2 Aken eee: 


Part-time (operating less than 300 days }: 


Newfoundland 
Prince Maward ISA 
NOVA SCOR ie ren alias aie re etes 
NeW ETUNSWICR ARR eurent ere eee 
AU Rat oy SY Cs Pes Peppa seen con inch ane Roe ee ee TT eee 
OGL wk Chee enter res en eee denses 
Manitoba ER A M et Re nier ceerres 
Saskatchewan 
AIDOrtA NE er Rr a dass ne etes rer Le en tue 


Total 


Proprietors 
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Without salary 


518, 543 


464, 224 


10, 800 
1, 800 
(Pel a! 

12, 180 

164, 598 
139, 340 

33, 300 

18,771 

51, 242 

25, 052 


= | 
OTH mw N + a 


54, 319 


1, 900 

549 
1, 770 
19, 767 
6, 387 
2, 607 
4, 652 
6,655 
10,032 


DOUDOU I 


1. Including family members not receiving a regular salary. 


2. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


PART 2. DRIVE-IN THEATRES 


The growth of drive-in theatres in the field of 
motion picture entertainment has been doubling each 
year since 1947. This type of theatre increased its 
revenue from $274,325 in 1947 to $2,290,679 in 1950. 
The car capacity in 1950 was 98% greater than in 


1949, receipts increased 65%, paid admissions 


TABLE 8. Principal Statistics of Drive-In Theatres, 1947-1950 


60% 


and salaries paid to employees 92%. A greater Pro: 
portion of double feature performances was shown in 
1950 than in previous years. 


The main features of drive-in theatres operations 
are shown in the following table, 


1947 1948 
Number Of drive-in theatresy. <5. srtsc.ssencscicerees gestscese ester fl 15 30 
Total GADACTEYs CALS hase ce es En een er ones esse 5,438 9, 975 15, 924 
Receipts. lexctuding taxes) LAS que $274, 325 $658,641 $1, 392, 760 
AXES CRUE oi ace tts A cree REE eee tee ee $57, 702 $131, 124 
Number of pald AdMISSIONS. Er rer es 670, 583 1, 595, 947 
Number OÙ PETOPMANCÉS re ce nanas ces 1110) 3,870 
Sing lerfEature LR nee Niels 1,626 2, 704 
Double feature MR RM entier mire 84 1, 166 
MOtal employees RAA esse mars nicees 100 255 
Total salaries and Wages ...:.cc-...siercseecseqneeneoerssisees $61, 432 $170, 654 $289, 608 
Projectionists: 
Nüumbermale.s:2... PR cere RE eee 15 pa | 43 
OMA OC Koc ccs NN ria eee ae _ — — 
Salariesiand wages <...csraesc cd ste eet ee $19, 057 $47, 330 $82, 896 
All other employees: 
INUMD CPA Le 2-8 oe. a TL 216 309 
; POMANC is ere eee iss Deke ee eee 14 12 84 
palaries and ‘wages Rider ee $42, 375 $123, 324 $206, 712 
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PART 3. COMMUNITY ENTERPRISES 


These establishments constitute community cr 
parish halls used for motion picture exhibitions in 
localities which do not have a regular theatre. They 
are operated by organizations such as churches, 
lodges, Boards of Trade, Canadian Legion Branches 
etc., and differ from regular theatres in that mem- 
bers of the organizations frequently provide their 
services free of charge. 


Community enterprises numbered 586 in 1950, 
an increase of 117 from the number operated in 1949. 
Receipts were up 9.7% from 1949 to reach $1,251,511 
and amusement taxes paid in 1950 amounted to 
$57,532. Attendance at these halls was 4,135,101 
in 1950 and represented a 39% utilization of poten- 
tial capacity. The average admission price, exclud- 
ing amusement tax, was 30 cents in 1950. 


The majority of these halls, 534 out of 586, 
operated only 1 or 2 days a week, and only 218 of 
the total number were in operation every week of the 
year. Most ofthe halls used 16 mm. projection equip- 
ment, but the 138 using 35 mm. equipment took in 
more receipts than those showing 16 mm. film. The 
138 with 35 mm. equipment had 1950 receipts of 
$684,375 (excluding taxes) from 2,102,727 paid ad- 
missions, andthe 448 users of 16 mm. film projectors 
received $566,936 (excluding taxes) from 2,032,374 
paid admissions. Community enterprises are a more 
prominent form of motion picture presentation in 
Quebec and Saskatchewan than in other provinces. 


Of the 708 paid employees 331 were projection- 
ists who received $99,343 of the $160,184 paid out 
to employees. There were also 207 proprietors en- 
gaged in this type of exhibition. 


TABLE 9. Principal Statistics of Community Enterprises, by Provinces, 1950 


Seating = ï Number of Potential Ave. Car Ave. ad- 
Province capacity Receipts paid number of pacity mission 
admissions | admissions | utilized price 
$ % 
(COTE EY (sane 127, 027 1,251,311 57,532) 4,135,101] 10, 642, 056 30 
Newfoundland .............. PE 4, 149 52, 900 — 199, 282 467,076 27 
Prince Edward Island .... 550 3 — 3 3 25 
MOV DS COULD dawssencosvocscnsens 957 3, 107 ay, 11, 243 24, 747 28 
New Brunswick ................ 1,295 3 203 3 3 26 
MOPDEC en... 50,977 333,451 36, 494 TO 0 3,352,042 28 
TAN  hcuee 8,450 81,172 621 266, 791 595, 845 30 
AIO DA ee cerssceossee 5,909 83,591 526 304, 407 737, 675 2 
SASKALCNEWAN 1... 34,340 394,759 — 1250 012187337660 32 
PMRDÉTEA MN a, 14, 509 168, 559 12,010 523,648 1,281,424 82 
British Columbia ............ 5, 891 116,185 6,561 330,719 684, 267 39 


1. Not including amusement taxes. 


2. Total receipts (excluding taxes) divided by number of admissions. No corrections are made for juvenile atten- 


dance, matinee and evening prices, etc. 


3. Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals. 


TABLE 10. Community Enterprises by Size of Projection Equipment, by Provinces, 1950 


Establishments using 35mm. equipment Establishments using 16mm. equipment 
Province | Amuse- Number of ; Amuse- Number of 
Number |Receipts! ment paid Number | Receipts paid 
taxes fe IR admissions 
$ $ 
COTE EE Sa oe One 684,375 31, 782} 2,102,727 448| 566, 936 25,750] 2,032,374 
PIS WLOUNGIANG 5... 24,376 — 82,610 22 28,524 — 116, 672 
Prince Edward Island 9 = 2 _ _ — _ 
0 COR 12... — — — 6 Bye Be 117 11,243 
Brew BTUNS WICK users 2 2 à 5) 8,249 958 le 200 
ITR = DE S 169, 788 20, 858 496,903 159) 9635563 15, 636 682,267 
NN ess scp. Sac tnansuacs 25, 836 — 62,473 41 55,330 621 204,318 
© UOC) yh rr HR SN 526 278, 236 3 6,034 -- 26 LEE 
Saskatchewan ...............c000000s 230,564 — 708,598 1306s LoD = 542,314 
ON IISID A eee ie rr 78,765 5, 885 232,035 59 89,794 6,125 291,613 
Mb. ds 68, 161| 4,268 204, 200 L an 48,024 2,293 126,519 


1. Not including amusement taxes. 


2. Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals. 
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PART 4. ITINERANT EXHIBITORS 


Exhibitors using portable equipmentand showing 
pictures in more than one town or village are classed 
as itinerant exhibitors in this report. The number of 
these operators was 174 in 1949 and receipts of 
$494,858 and 175 in 1950 with smaller total re- 
ceipts of $463,605. The number of paid admis- 


MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES 


sions decreased from 1,626,638 in 1949 to 1,571,69 
in 1950. 


Performances were given in 906 towns and 
villages in 1950 compared with 846 in 1949. These 
were distributed as follows: 


1949 1950 

Ne wHhOUnclanicls ees se de soe. vone ean eee 64 174 
Prince PiWaris lande tr. Re TE PR e 12 20 
NOVA SSCOUL Re rere meme ae cie ne CE M ee 94 86 
New i BrunSwiG RIRES A AR ER D ee 21 12 
QUE RAR AS tains sre vies et ER 67 54 
Ontario Ba CR ee ne Sn ee en eee 161 168 
Manitoba RE xt anes center dede n tee ee M ne 79 82 
SASRALCHEN AN Seer RS etre er Le 175 148 
AIDER Py PR Re UE 122 119 
BELLIS D COMUND IA ne eine cuceeeeerae tees 5h 43 
Canada fhe sek Se hae ee 846 906 


Most of these exhibitors used 16mm. projection equipment but 4 reported the use of 35mm. projectors, 


TABLE 11. Itinerant Motion Picture Exhibitors by Size of Projection Equipment, by Provinces, 1950 


Operators using 35mm. equipment Operators using 16mm. equipment 


: 1} Amusement 
$ $ 


Number of Number of 
paid paid 
admissions admissions 


Canada. "22 456,272 
Newfoundland .............. 60, 062 
Prince Edward Island.. Le Loe 
INOVAVSCOUAs.ccseeleae 32,666 


New Brunswick ............ 7,200 
AUCDEC cee. RE 23, 529 
CNTAIO! EE eee 94,983 
ein Tob aime eee ten eee 34, 386 
Saskatchewan ............. 77, 214 
AIDER Re 67,555 


46,748 


1. Not including amusement taxes. 
2. Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations, but these are included in totals. 


PART 5. FILM EXCHANGES 


In 1950, 36 film exchange companies distributed 
films to commercial exhibitors through 118 offices, 
Gross receipts of all film exchanges amounted to 


The 1,354 new feature films were also segre 
. gated as to country of origin as follows: 


$27,627,880, an increase of 7.4% over the 1949 re- United States ....... dir tte M ete 963 

ceipts of $25,779,449, Receipts from rental of films France: fée de ee ee eee 256 

in 1950 were $26,800,789 of which $1,713,813 was 

from the rental of 16 mm, films, Great Bri taints 6: sn ER 100 
New films released during 1950 numbered 3,618, Can Ada. OR Re eee ee 5 

of which 2,861 were for theatrical use on a commer- ONÉÉCOUNMIES tenes eee 30 

cial basis, Of the total receipts from film rentals, 

$26,651,214 was for rentals to theatres and itinerant Total new feature films ......................... 1,354 


operators for commercial exhibition, The total new 


films released were also classified by type, size and 
language ot film as presented in Table 13, 


There were 1,217 black and white new feature 
and 137 colour films, 
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TABLE 12. Principal Statistics of Film Exchanges in Canada, 1930, 1934, 1940 to 1950 


Number of R ; 
No. of No, of employees Salaries and wages # Receipts 
Year com- | exchange 
offices é | 

Film Adver Other 
Male | Female Male | Female rentals tising sources 

$ $ $ $ $ 

1,074, 700 9,536, 200! 2 2 

923, 400 7, 370, 200! 2 2 


810, 407 413,095 | 11,445, 167 | 385, 504 | 50,224 

832, 400 434, 281 | 12, 368, 446 | 373, 349 6, 157 
1,072, 289 410, 654 | 13, 892, 093 | 370,740 | 51,071 
1,070,014 614, 247 | 15, 163,355 | 339, 891 | 48,031 
1,189, 821 654,376 | 16,516,073 | 346, 636 | 95,765 
1, 303, 009 688,667 | 17,490, 264 | 358, 250 | 127, 953 
1,440, 177 668, 997 | 18,652, 892 | 370, 250 | 124, 433 
1, 664, 348 752, 867 | 19, 4€4, 706 | 429,455 | 224, 908 
1, 797,045 866,059 | 21,591, 712 | 443,645 | 273, 153 
1, 907, 769 828, 052 | 24, 893, 657 | 475,424 | 410, 368 
1, 956, 088 940, 534 26,800, 789 | 487, 392 409, 699 


1. Includes receipts from advertising and other sources. 
2. Included with ‘‘Film rentals’’. 


TABLE 13. Type, Size and Language of New Films Released, 1950 


Total , 
: : English French Other 
Type and size of film all 
| languages language language languages 


Total, All Types: 


LUTTE ORNE TR 2,174 1,778 12 
TT on MR acacia et ER A ET 1,444 1,253 18 
: Features: 
| 2. nb tx Foie 486 11 
| LAC NS NP £a 652 513 18 
| Cartoons: 
| Ce RERO osdv ss cgbatnneease mr okies 439 362 _ 
OUR 2560 Le DO PE Ie 173 = 
News Reels 
uen 177 176 1 
NT none RE RO OO OPEN ER EEE RS 370 318 = 
Other Films 
MR LR AE SEUL 856 754 ja 


| 
| eee Bee bes, Aden. bo) 249 249 
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PART 6. NATIONAL FILM BOARD ACTIVITIES 


In addition to its primary duty of presenting the 
Canadian scene at home and abroad through informa- 
tion films, the National Film Board co-ordinates the 
film activities of federal departments. Both its own 
and sponsored productions are distributed through 
rural circuits, provincial and community libraries 


Production 


The 1950-51 production activities consisted of 
130 major films, 37 news stories, 18 newsclips and 
2 trailers. The 130 major productions in 1950-51 
consisted of 68 English-language films, 58 French- 
language films, and 4 foreign language films. Eighty- 
eight of these were in black and white.The remainder 
were in colour.One hundred and five films were made 


Theatrical Distribution in Canada 


Thirty-nine films were releasedinthe four series 
of theatrical short subjects, CANADA CARRIES ON, 
EN AVANT CANADA, EYE WITNESS, and VIGIE, 


Non-Theatrical Distribution in Canada 


The Board has regional offices in each of the 
provinces and sub-offices in many of the larger 
cities. A staff of 64 representatives co-operates 
with provincial agencies to promote, organize and 
guide community film services. In this way films and 
filmstrips are distributed as widely as possible 
throughout the whole of Canada. 


During the year, Canadians attended 134.369 
showings of 16 millimetre (non-theatrical) films dis- 
tributed by the National Film Board-this figure re- 
presents an increase of 22 per cent over the previous 
year. 


Audiences at these screenings totalled 10,110,- 
789, an increase of eight per cent over the previous 
year. These figures do not include screenings of 
films purchased by business establishments, health 


Service to Schools 


Through the co-operation of universities and 
provincial departments of education, the Board’s 
films and filmstrips are distributed to rural schools 
which in 1950-51 reported 33,145 showings of N.F.B. 


International Distribution 


The use of N.F.B. films on United States tele- 
vision in the past year more than tripled. Every day, 
more than four N.F..B. films were televised over net- 
works or single stations, a total of 1,523 bookings. 


There were 10,512 bookings of N.F.B. films by 
theatrical distributors in 17 countries outside Canada. 


The Board’s films were also distributed abroad 
through 56 posts of the Department of External Af- 
fairs and Trade and Commerce, through N.F.B. offices 


and commercial theatres in Canada and to theatre 
and television outlets abroad. Through the courtes: 
of the Board the following statistics relating to it 
operation in the year ending 31st March, 1951, ar 
presented. : ; 


under the Board’s production appropriation and twen: y 
five were sponsored by other government department: 


The programme in its entirety covered a broa 
range of educational and cultural subjects from agr 
culture, industry and labour, health and welfare, t 
citizenship, community life, and creative arts. 


which are distributed to Canadian theatres. Durin 
1950-51, N.F.B. films on subjects of national ani 
topical interest were shown in atotalof857 theatre 


departments and other groups. 


Audiences for films distributed by the Board’ 
rural programs numbered about 4,000,000 person: 
The majority attended screenings of films borrow 
from national, provincial and local libraries an 
depots. There are now 305 such collections as Con 
pared with 265 one year ago. Film Councils, whit 
have increased from 308 to 338, extend the work 
the film libraries by bringing local groups togeth 
in joint planning and action relating to film service 
and the development of effective film use. The co 
version of circuits to self-operation in rural area 
has continued during the past year and is now virt 
ally complete. More than 3,300 rural centres no! 
have regular showings of film circuit programs. 


films to audiences of 2,378,137, and urban school 
which reported showings of 23,480 to audiences 
2,110,295. 


in London, New York and Chicago and throug 
versities, schools and other educational agence! 


These totalled 83,020 showings to audien 
numbering 9,666,794, and included 23,284 show. 
to audiences totalling 2,680,028 by film agenc 
of other governments and 33,628 showings to audien 
totalling 2,781,415 through 64 travel outlets in 
United States and through N.F.B. offices in. 


York and Chicago. 
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NOTICE 


The annual reports prepared by the Industry and Merchandising Division of the 
Bureau of Statistics are divided into 4 volumes, as follows: Volume I—The Primary 
Industries, including mining, forestry and fisheries; Volume H— Manufacturing; Volume IN — 
Construction; Volume IV — Merchandising and Services. 


Volume IV consists of the following parts with individual trade reports listed under 
each: 


Part I — Wholesale Statistics 


A — Wholesale Trade, 254. 

B —-Operating Results of Food Wholesalers, 254. 

C —- Operating Results of Dry Goods, Piece Goods, and Footwear 
Wholesalers, 254. 

D — Operating Results of Miscellaneous Wholesalers, (Automotive 
parts and accessories, drugs, hardware, plumbing and heating 
equipment), 254. ; 


Part II — Retail Statistics 


E — General Review, 254. 
F — Retail Trade, 254. 
G—Retail Chain Stores, 254. 
H — Operating Results of Chain Food Stores, 254. 
I — Operating Results of Chain Clothing Stores, 254. 
J —Operating Results of Miscellaneous Chain Stores (variety, 
drug, furniture), 25¢. 
*K —Operating Results of Retail Food Stores, 25¢. 
*L — Operating Results of Retail Clothing Stores, 25¢. 
*M— Operating Results of Retail Hardware, Furniture, Appliance 
and Radio Stores, 25¢. 
*N —Operating Results of Filling Stations and Garages, 254. 
*O — Operating Results of Miscellaneous Retail Stores, 254. 
P — Retail Consumer Credit, 25¢. 


Part III — Service and Special Fields 


Q-— Laundries, Cleaners and Dryers, 254. 

R-— Motion Picture Theatres, Exhibitors, and Distributors, 25¢. 
S— Hotels, 254. 

T-Sales Financing, 254. 

U— Farm Implement and Equipment Sales, 254. 

v — New Motor Vehicle Sales and Motor Vehicle Financing 254. 
w— Advertising Agencies (Memorandum) 25¢. 


The reports are punched to permit of filing in a ring binder. 


* Biennial reports — not issued for 1951. 
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this type of exhibitor are presented in a separate section. 
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bition are not included with figures for regular motion picture theatres. 
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PART 3. Community Enterprises 


These are community halls in which motion pictures are exhibited by 
non-profit organizations, such as churches, Boards of Trade, Canadian 
Legion branches, etc., and for which admission is charged. Pictures are 
shown by independent exhibitors who are distinguished from ‘‘Itinerant 
Exhibitors’’ in that they exhibit in one locality only. 
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PART 4. Itinerant Exhibitors 


This section summarizes the activities of operators of portable equip- 
ment who exhibit pictures in more than one locality. 
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Information on the distribution of films to commercial exhibitors is 
reviewed in this section. 
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MOTION PICTURE THEATRES, 
EXHIBITORS, AND DISTRIBUTORS 
1951 


GENERAL SUMMARY 


Canadian expenditure on motion picture enter- community enterprises, and in halls where motion 
tainment reached the unprecedented high of pictures were presented by itinerant operators. 
$108,206,809 in 1951. This was the amount spent Significant statistics concerning each of these four 
on admissions to regular theatres, drive-in theatres, types are presented in the following table. 


Summary of Motion Picture Theatre Operations in Canada 1951 


Total, Regular Drive-in Community 
all types Theatres Theatres Enterprises 


Itinerant 
Operators 


Number of theatres or exhibitors ........ tee 2,689 1,808 82 632 167 
HéCeiDiS (EXCIUGING LAXCS)U....<:cssssessesseessocccoanaes 96, 319, 583 | 90,986,110 3,347,670 1, 499, 560 486,243 
BEN EN CS 11,887, 226 11318629 406,611 72,675 34, 311 

ee are to essentiel PAS, Wa) PAs) |i), BPA, PATI 6, 554,512 4,860, 700 1,611, 626 


More detail on the operations of the separate entertainment, as shown in the following table, is 
types is contained in following sections of this based on total receipts (including taxes) from all 
bulletin. types. Throughout this report figures for British 

The per capita expenditure on motion picture Columbia include Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


Per Capita Expenditure! on Motion Picture Entertainment, Canada and the Provinces, 
1942, 1945, 1948, 1949, 1950 and 1951 


Province 


1. Based on total receipts of regular theatres, drive-ins, community enterprises and itinerant exhibitors. 


The per capita expenditure on motion picture $9.80, had the highest average while Newfoundland 
entertainment rose from $7.12 in 1950 to $7.72 in with $3.82 had the lowest. 
1951. Ontario, with a per capita expenditure of 


GRAPHIC REVIEW OF THEATRE STATISTICS 


NUMBER OF MILLION 
THEATRES DOLLARS 
2600 120 

NUMBER OF THEATRES RECEIPTS AND TAXES 
2400 110 
mech ne TAXES 
2000 pe RECEIPTS 


1800+ 


REGULAR THEATRES 
AND 
COMMUNITY HALLS | 


O 
© 
© 
ie el 


8'ODIE 
600 | oe 
400+ ITINERANTS | 20 
PT = 
É ~ 
‘ MRR BO ste ; 
1941 1944 1947 1950 51 1942 1945 DS 


DOLLARS 
8 


PER CAPITA EXPENDITURE 


AVERAGE ADMISSION PRICE 
(EXCLUDING TAX) 


NOT AVAILABLE 


1930 1935 1940 1945 1950 ‘SI 
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PART 1. — MOTION PICTURE THEATRES 1951 


The statistics presented in this section are 
concerned only with regular motion picture theatres 
with one exception. In Table 2, receipts for years 
prior to 1949 include those of community enter- 
prises. 


The 1808 motion picture theatres in operation 
in Canada during 1951 took in receipts amounting 
to $90,986,110 and in addition collected $11,373,629 
in amusements taxes. This represented an increase 
of less than 1% in number of theatres and 10% in 
receipts over the 1801 theatres with receipts of 


$82,707,762 in operation in 1950. Taxes collected 
in theatres declined from $11,444,668 in 1950 to 
$11,373,629 in 1951. There were 239,132,227 paid 
admissions in 1951, an increase of 3% over the 
231,746,881 admissions recorded in 1950. The 
motion picture theatres in Canada provided employ- 
ment for 15,758 persons in 1951. This figure in- 
cludes 1,724 working proprietors or family members 
not receiving a regular salary. The 14,034 paid 
employees received salaries and wages amounting 
to $17,137,276. The following table shows the 
principal statistics of Motion picture theatres in 
1951 by provinces. 


TABLE 1. Summary Statistics of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces, 1951 


Receipts 
(excluding 
taxes) 


Province 


$ 
90, 986, 110 


Newfoundland 1,098,611 
Prince Edward Island 313,090 
Nova Scotia 3,454,965 
New Brunswick 2, 307, 605 
Quebec 22,629,851 
Ontario 38,052, 587 
Manitoba 4,604,683 
Saskatchewan 330,00) 
Alberta 6,044, 996 
British Columbia 8,740, 857 


Employment & payroll 


Number! 


Number of of Average 
Amusement paid working Salaries 
taxes admissions pro- and 
prietors wages 
$ $ 

11,373,629 | 239,132,227 14,034 | 17,137,276 
91, 203 3, 588, 505 189 187,664 
52, 075 974, 300 46 36,452 
401, 593 10,935, 302 585 589, 448 
244,874 7, 169, 782 394 386, 326 
3,279, 274 55ro11 BS 31192113 989326 
4,574,291 98,958,093 6,006 7,535, 479 
469,601 13,015,034 858 897, 872 
203, 499 10, 284,855 669 701,535 
542,822 15, 124, 198 800 1,034, 736 
1,514, 397 23, 271,021 17895 2, 178, 438 


1. Including family members not receiving a regular salary. 


All provinces recorded higher theatre receipts 
(excluding taxes) in 1951 than in 1950. Newfound- 
land, with increased receipts of 27%, was the only 
province to register a gain substantially above the 
overall increase of 10% for Canada. The following 


table presents a year-to-year comparison of receipts 
by provinces. Prior to 1949 receipts from community 
enterprises were included but it is felt that this 
does not affect too seriously the comparability of 
the series. 


TABLE 2. Receipts of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces, 1945 to 1951 


(Excluding amusement taxes) 


1951 
$ 


Danada-......... 55,430, 711 | 59, 888, 972 | 62, 865,279 | 69,657,248 | 77,419,472 | 82, 707, 762 | 90,986, 110 
Newfoundland ..............000. _ _ — = 820, 107 863,734 | 1,098,611 
Prince Edward Island .... 224,697 223,804 255,835 281,995 280,631 286, 334 313,090 
Dora SCOLIA <a... csceccoscoceses 3,112,340 | 2,953,633 | 2,666,189 | 2,738,331 | 3,109,262 | 3,266,536 | 3,454,965 
New Brunswick ..........2.+0 1,702,869 | 1,758,866 | 1,771,036] 1.993,102 | 2,048,091] 2,053,595 | 2,307,605 
SON 11,490,406 | 12,732,391 | 13,918, 163 | 16,405,929 | 19, 240,015 | 21,310,810 | 22,629,851 
LUS 23,740, 894 | 25,684, 210 | 27,043,278 | 29,523, 367 | 31,862, 708 | 34,083, 166 | 38,052,587 
NEO 3,066,871 | 3,433,687 | 3,526,223 | 3,709,443 | 4,235,223 | 4,197,205 | 4,604,683 
Saskatchewan .o.....cseseeceee 2,553,779 | 2,889,343 | 2,914,301 | 3,220,907 | 3,360,125 | 3,505,695 | 3,738,865 
ra 3,394,488 | 3,626,140 | 3,711,366] 4,245,121] 4,924,371] 5,314,331} 6,044,996 

eae 6, 144.367 | 6,586,898 | 7,058,888 | 7,539,053 | 7,538,939 | 7,826,356 | 8,740, 857 


Note. Prior to 1949 receipts from community enterprises were included here. 
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The slight increase in the number of theatres 
operating in Canada in 1951 was reflected in a 1% 
increase in seating capacity and a 3% increase in 
potential capacity as compared with 1950. Potential 
capacity is computed by multiplying the number of 
seats in each theatre by the number of performances 
and cumulating the results. Of a potential capacity 
of 794,468,333 in 1951 only 30% was utilized. Ca- 
pacity utilization was highest in Prince Edward 
Island at 39% and lowest in Quebec and Saskatche- 
wan at 28%. 


Ontario theatres, with 37% of the total seating 
capacity obtained 42% of the 1951 business. Quebec 
obtained 25% of total business and had 24% of the 
total seating capacity. British Columbia had ap- 
proximately the same ratio of receipts as seating 
capacity while all the other provinces had lesser 
percentages of receipts than of seating capacity. 


The average admission price excluding taxes 
was 38 cents in 1951 as compared with 36 cents in 
1950. Quebec ranked highest with an average ad- 
mission of 41 cents while Newfoundland with 31 
cents was the lowest. Calgary and Rouyn led all 
Canadian cities with an average admission price 
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of 46 cents. The figures given in table 3 for average 
admission price are based on receipts, excluding 
taxes. In order to show the average price paid by an 
individual for admission to a theatre, the following 
figures, based on total receipts including taxes, 
are presented: — 


Average Admission Price (Including Taxes) 


CAND GS rca Re ee 43¢ 
Newfoundland ss. smeencterm era 334 
Prince Edward island... 374 
Nova Scotia nana nete 35 
NEWPBEUNSWIC HE ressens cesse cesse 36¢ 
QUCDEC rss 46¢ 
Ontario man eee D 434 
Manitoba mi RE cer Manca 394 
Saskatchewan 252.500 nn 38¢ 
Alberta ere ete 44¢ 
British COlUMDIR re 44 


The following table shows the principal statis- 
tics of motion picture theatres, by provinces and for 
selected cities for 1951. Separate figures are given 
for all cities in which four or more theatres are in 
operation. 


TABLE 3. Principal Statistics of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces and for 
Selected Cities, 1951 


Province Receipts Potential Average | Average 1 
and (excluding number of capacity | Admission 

City taxes) admissions | utilized Price 

¢ 

Canada... 1, 808 | 939, 963 | 90, 986,110 | 11, 373, 629 | 239, 132, 227 | 794, 468, 333 30 38 
Newfoundland .............. 39 | 14,743 | 1,098, 611 91, 203 3, 588, 505 9, 525, 566 38 31 
St. Johns... 6 5, 349 543,774 63, 103 1,942, 525 5,006,664 39 28 
Other places 33 9, 394 554,837 28, 100 1,645,980 4, 518, 902 36 34 
Prince Edward Island. 13 4, 819 313, 090 52, 075 974, 300 2, 516, 130 39 32 
Nova Scotia... 80 | 42, 909 | 3,454, 965 401, 593 10, 935,302 | 37, 830,158 29 32 
HALIFAX ss 10 8,841 1,036, 592 119, 132 3, 148, 493 11,652, 966 27 an 
SYANEYI ne 5 SHOT 341,059 37, 788 1, 119, 581 3138/0127 36 30 
Other places se. 65 | 30,441 2,077, 314 244, 673 6, 667, 228 23, 038, 680 29 31 
New Brunswick ............ 63 | 29,809 | 2,307, 605 244, 874 7,169, 782 | 22, 908, 422 31 32 
poner seeecsceeseseeeceees 4 3, 420 399,822 43, 743 1, 100, 104 3, 157, 008 35 36 
aint JONN «.receccecereee 6 6, 138 604,915 67, 033 1,823, 066 6,989,112 26 33 
Other places .......+4. 53| 20,251 | 1, 302,868 134, 098 4, 246,612 | 12,762, 302 33 31 
Quebec. 5552 412| 222,464) 22,629, 851| 3,279,274 | 55, 811,137 | 197,472, 807 28 41 
Montreal 2... 71 | 69,959 | 11,457, 419 1,647,015 27, 402, 400 94, 954,050 29 42 
Étébec LM ER 14| 12,017 | 1,525, 175 238, 858 4,137,026 | 15, 267, 130 27 37 
Hull 4 3,099 378, 9 26 59,653 1, 134, 519 4, 436,952 2 33 
ROUT Rae 4 2, 282 215, 121 317 174 469,914 2, 289, 784 20 46 
Sherbrooke Douectueseroeece 4 3,656 432, 301 64, 488 1,024,803 3, 726, 502 28 42 
Three Rivers... 4 3, 525 383, 460 51, 739 995, 180 3, 412, 344 29 39 
Other places ............ 3111 127,926 | 8, 237,449 1, 190, 350 20,647, 295 | 73, 386,045 28 40 
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TABLE 3. Principal Statistics of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces and for 
Selected Cities, 1951— Concluded 


Province 


Receipts Number Potential | Average | Average! 

and are (excluding sens of paid number of | capacity [Admission 

City taxes) admissions admissions Price 
$ $ 

348, 482 |38,052,587| 4,574,291 98, 958,093 | 324, 986, 949 38 

97,325 | 12, 743,843 1, 560, 702 29, 742, 755 97, 414, 814 43 

19, 263 2389 BBY 290, 296 6, 472, 245 18, 209, 983 37 

17, 593 2, MOY 5, 859, 202 20, 784, 348 36 

9,712 1,039, 759 2, 735, 303 13, 707, 824 38 

8 8,053 P25. 167 3,052, 679 10, 182, 672 40 

4 3,862 520, 463 1, 387, 908 5, 462, 808 37 

6 4, 716 432,946 1,097, 538 6,074, 952 39 

4 3,091 388,957 947, 445 5, 395, 104 41 

5 4,000 555, 830 1,578, 113 5, 354, 856 35 

7 6,033 936, 195 2, PALS ASRS 6,559, 704 41 

5 4, 940 532, 764 1, 324, 986 5,922, 462 40 

5 4,780 582,963 1,687,165 4, 484, 688 35 

4 3, 441 465,817 12209893 4,089, 288 38 

4 3, 671 393, 048 1355931 3,922,776 35 

4, $5 (018: 377, 179 966, 547 3, 526, 848 39 

4 3,001 511, 276 1, 368,715 4, 253, 184 37 

4 3N213 442, 863 1,158, 570 4,165, 252 38 

HÉMMINS .cvcceccccssccoseces 4 3, 805 423, 231 1, 137, 864 3, 561, 480 37 
OWeN SOUN cececccsseeeee 4 2, 418 201,051 23, 840 570, 998 2, 081, 248 35 
Other places .......s000 293 | 141, 286 | 11, 795, 731 1, 365, 254 33, 235, 818 99, 832, 658 35 
MANITODA: Sn sosscsccce 58, 745 4, 604, 683 469, 601 13, 015, 034 43, 844, 317 35 
Winnipeg 2....sseceseseeeee 27,598 | 3,072, 527 352, 193 8,146,999 | 29,933,628 38 
Other places ........... SESEAT IP 1,.5320156 117, 408 4,868,035 | 13,910,689 31 
Saskatchewan ............... 63, 788 3, 738, 865 203, 499 10, 284, 855 36, 335, 487 36 
SASK ELOON esse escooceocee By Paley 633, 782 54, 388 1, 861, 996 7,491,952 34 
RGDINA ccseesceseccsscccesess 5, 262 785, 524 54, 544 1,951, 281 1, 322,992 40 
MOOS CID AW: cctccccsscseesse 2, 596 262, 283 26, 673 796, 671 3, 087, 176 33 
Other places ........0000 50, 715 2, 057, 276 67,894 5,674, 907 18, 433, 407 36 
SIN 65, 020 6, 044, 996 542, 822 15, 124, 198 45, 666, 033 40 
HIOMONLON C.cccseccecseccess 8, 998 1,658, 598 150,976 4,080, 166 10, 758,644 41 
Cine res 10, 324 1,744, 359 159, 700 3,818,113 13, 740, 636 46 
Lethbridge ss. 2,818 373,075 SO: 119 939,161 2020193 40 
Other places ........006 42,880 2, 268,964 197,027 6, 286,758 17, 846,020 36 
British Columbia.......... 89, 184 8, 740, 857 1,514, 397 23, 271,021 13, 382, 464 38 
Vancouver? ss 36, 006 3,951, 329 693,977 10, 477, 294 36,095, 537 38 
MIT CEOTAGD cccoscencsccocsecess 7,145 Ses TAY 159, 662 2, 189, 520 10, 128, 222 42 
New Westminster...... 3, 811 458,024 81, 285 1, 300,173 4,169 012 35 
Other places .........00 49,222 3, 417,732 579, 493 9, 304,034 22, 993, 193 37 


1. Total receipts (excluding taxes) divided by number of admissions. No corrections are made forjuvenile attendance, 


matinee and evening prices, etc. 


PA 


In 1951 approximately 38% of all theatres were 
controlled by circuits operating four or more theatres 
and these accounted for 71% of total receipts and 


almost 


Includes only those theatres located within the incorporated limits of the city. 


Ownership 


circuits in the 20-and-over class obtained 57% of 
total receipts and 54% of admissions although this 
group included only one quarter of the total number 


69% of admissions. Theatres controlled by of theatres operating in Canada during 1951. 
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TABLE 4. Motion Picture Theatres Classified According to Number of Establishments Under Same 
Ownership, Canada 1930, 1940, 1951 


Number of Receipts (excluding 
Establishments Amusement taxes) 
$ 


Year and Number Admissions 


of Establishments 
Under Same Ownership 


1930 
TOTAL ap ee MPP te i He gid RL eee 38, 130, 100 — 
ONG. sn aan ee eee nd TRES Te ei PTT Re donna nee 15, 772, 000 - 
TWO and threGuc..cic.cccceccsssenevdecececccetecuoncstotececeeaterssrseceseee 6, 390, 200 — 
Four ANG 'OVEL UT: TR ee re Tee De ire iec 15, 967, 900 — 
1940 
Total SU RER RE Re 1,229 37,474, 122 151, 590, 799 | 100.0 
ONE SR Re ee dre TN Sn reer 9,319,639 43, 084, 387 28.4 
SRWOgaNd HPCC LE EE een etre ones 4, 085, 878 19, 366, 119 12.8 
HOur 60 NINeCtee Ning. ceive Res reas eo oe ne in 4,101, 564 17, 519, 259 11.6 
TTPWONCY ANTOVEL IE nee eee ne ins remets 19,967,041 17,621,034 41. 2 
1951 
MORALE ri ae den A ay a Etat de 1, 808 90, 986, 110 239, 132,227 | 100.0 
ONCE ere REIN RE EE yo CR TR ee re 18, 898, 868 53, 892, 379 22.5 
TWO ANd: three AP RE Re rest se 7, 484, 779 20, 550, 095 8.6 
Four COMINMeELRENn ee es siennes 12, 715, 425 35,615, 209 14.9 
PEWENLY AN GLOVEL rer aies das Mn dei sers eos conte 459 51, 887, 038 54.0 


129, 074, 544 


Approximately 91%, or 1,644 of the 1,808 regular 
theatres, used 35 mm. projection equipment. These 
theatres had receipts of $90,459,373 compared with 
the $526,737 receipts of the remaining 164 theatres 
which used 16 mm. equipment. In 1950, 177 theatres 


out of a total of 1,801 used 16 mm. equipment. The 
following table presents some of the statistics of 
motion picture theatres by size of projection equip- 
ment and provinces for 1951. 


TABLE 5. Motion Picture Theatres by Size of Projection Equipment and Provinces, 1951 


Number of theatres Receipts Amusement 
using (excluding taxes) taxes 


Paid admissions 


Province 
35 mm. 16 mm. 35 mm. 16 mm. 35 mm. 16 mm. 35 mm. 16 mm. 
$ $ $ $ 

CANAdATE ren 1644 164 | 90,459,373 1526, 737 | 11, 315, 929 | 57, 700 | 237,587, 104 |1, 545, 123 
Newfoundland ............ssese 28 11 1,061,994 36,617 90, 434 769 3,474, 290 114,215 
Prince Edward Island ..… 13 = 313,090 = 52,075 = 974, 300 _ 
NOVA SCOLIR ccncceceroverscseeeee 76 4 3, 446,010 8, 955 400, 603 990 10, 908, 308 26, 994 
New Brunswick ............000 58 5 2,302,497 5, 108 244, 239 635 7,154, 855 14, 927 
QUEDEC Trees al 41 | 22,491,023 | 138,828 | 3,258,756 20,518 55,445,527] 365,610 
ONCAFIO nets 499 32 |37,957,997 | 94,590 | 4,562,923 11,368 98, 577, 967 380, 126 
Manitoba... 129 o | 4,582,040 22,643 467,400 2:20 12, 961, 439 93, 595 
Saskatchewan er. 2m 174 2002877161 27, 704 203,499 — 10, 189, 404 95,451 
UNIDOTUA rss ee 149 29 5, 932,948 |112, 048 533, 500 9,822 14, 806,797) 317,401 
British Columbia. 2 ccsccccs. 147 il 8, 660,613 80, 244 1, 502, 500 11,997 23,094, 217 176, 804 
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PART 2 — DRIVE-IN THEATRES 


The rapid growth of drive-in theatres in the field admissions of 6,554,572 in 1951 is shown in the 
of motion picture entertainment from 7 theatres with following table. 
admissions of 670,583 in 1947 to 82 theatres with 


1947 1948 1949 1950 


NUMDEMONUrIVE-IN CREATES ..2..s.cecosesccdscsessrocescendacensssccccess 7 15 30 62 82 
Mam RDA CLUY AT CALSE . coseosscveceresessstiosecusccascsocscssorocesescoveeseree 5,438 9,975 15, 924 31,523 40, 520 
RE COTOUSECE XCIUGING TAXES) ccascscscs<cosssetes dctenececccecosacdldsdactes $274,325 |$ 658,641 | $1,393,760 | $2, 290,679 |$3, 347, 670 
Str cena A CT Pr ES $ 57,702 I$ 131,124 |$ 245,094 |$ 300,028 |$ 406,611 
ete ete eee ent e De ss sen ee es ven ses esa ns ee 1670, 583 31595, 947 |%3, 091,314 |.4, 943,000 |”6,554, 572 
The 82 drive-in theatres operating in 1951 had in theatres accounted for 59% of total receipts and 
receipts (excluding taxes) amounting to $3,347,670 admissions. British Columbia with 12 accounted for 
and paid admissions totalling 6,554,572. Of the 965 16% of total receipts and admissions. There were no 
persons employed in drive-in theatres, 933 were drive-in theatres in Newfoundland, New Brunswick 
paid employees and they received salaries and or Quebec. The following table presents principal 
wages amounting to $792,181. Ontario with 46 drive- statistics of drive-in theatres, by provinces for 1951. 


TABLE 6. Principal Statistics of Drive-In Theatres, by Provinces, 1951 


Number? 


engoat™ © 


Province noe mire Due i moine Average | Salaries 

capacity taxes) admissions ne ah : 

$ $ 

CANADA mien th. 82 40, 520 3, 347, 670 6,554, 572 32 933 | 792, 181 
NÉMIOUNAIANA NE... covecssessacsece — ae fae a7 Ti 

Prince Edward Island ..........00++ 2 1 - : 1 

END ES 6 à SRE 1 L 1 : : 
VE WHESHUNSWICK® cccscscesccceseseccece sess — > 4 = mn 
RUC WC Clerc certains RES — cu Gi F a 
PLATO ire ettttrseseeccccscttoccccssseoeesce 46 24, 790 17976 60221250" LLL 3, 843, 791 8 514 |428, 706 
it i 4 2,567 200,682 | 29, 298 390, 774 — 89 | 56,333 
PASKALCREWAN rs coccove sen e se 10 3,455 216, 784 4, 881 410, 805 10 87 | 39,578 
6... 7 3,730 405,485 | 35,958 776, 134 — 84 |105, 904 
British Columbia ..............ssecsse 12 5, 228 529,557 | 83,772 | 1,085, 794 7 136 |158,910 


1. Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals. 
2. Including family members not receiving a regular salary. 


PART 3 — COMMUNITY ENTERPRISES 


These establishments are community or parish bers of the organizations operating them frequently 
halls in which motion pictures are exhibited by non- provide their services free of charge. 
profit organizations such as churches, lodges, ; . , 
Boards of Trade, Canadian Legion branches etc. There were 632 community enterprises operating 
Although a regular admission fee is charged in these in 1951 as compared with 586 in 1950. Total receipts 


halls, they differ from regular theatres in that mem- amounted to $1,499,560, an increase of nearly 20% 
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over the 1950 receipts of $1,251,311 and amusement 
taxes collected in 1951 amounted to $72,675. At- 
tendance at these halls was 4,860,700 in 1951 and 
represented 37% utilization of potential capacity. 
The average admission price excluding amusement 
tax, was 31 cents in 1951. The majority of these 
halls, 567 out of 632, operated only 1 or 2 days a 
week, and only 232 of the total number operated on 
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a full year basis. The majority of the community 
enterprises are locatedin Quebec and Saskatchewan. 


Most of the halls used 16 mm. projection equip- 
ment but the 150 halls where 35 mm. equipment was 
used accounted for 56% of the receipts and 54% of 
the total admissions. Only one province, Manitoba, 
had more halls using 35 mm. equipment than 16 mm. 


TABLE 7. Principal Statistics of Community Enterprises, by Provinces, 1951 


Seatin Receipts | Amuse- | Number of Potential Ave. ca-| Ave, ad 
Province ah an (excluding paid number of pacity | mission 

P y taxes) admissions | admissions | utilized | price 

$ ¢ 

Canada Mise 632 | 144,074 | 1,499,560 | 72,675 | 4, 860, 700 | 13,083, 687 31 
ING wioun dial ER seers 32 6, 327 103, 466 oe 380, 286 1,035, 340 27 
Prince Edward Island... 2 400 2 2 2 24 
NOVA SCO a PR Ms 5 918 Special 215 14, 817 43, 700 36 
NE ETNSWICK rer ee 8 19550 2 2 2 2 28 
QUOCDEC cre Mere eee RE Pere ie 25 59, 680 413, 155 48,761 | 1, 415, 356 4, 339, 968 2 
OntarlOmee ce on ee 48 10,026 110,693 541 308, 138 829, 454 36 
MANITODA Re en ne 21 6,337 92, 440 398 323, 896 804, 102 29 
SASKAICHENWAN ER 183 35, 798 430, 406 — | 1,378,620 3,737, 265 3i 
Alberta SG... PR Re 89 17,093 200, 163 157312 618, 140 1, 454, 556 hy C2 
BritisheColum bias secreecs rte 33 5, 945 124, 850 6, 191 348,664 692,092 36 
1. Total receipts (excluding taxes) divided by number of admissions. No corrections are made for juvenile 


attendance, matinee and evening prices, etc. 


2. Indicates figures are witheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals. 


TABLE 8. Percentage Distribution of Community Enterprises by Size of Projection Equipment, 


Province 


DCRELELEECE EE EEE EEE EEE EEE EE ET ET 


CONG ATIO PR PP ES Rd A 2 
Manitoba 


PRR Re eee meee ners EEE EEE EEE TEE ETES EEE esses e ee esse eee eessseseseseseseses 


TOR a eee meee eee eee ee ee ees eres ee eH eees ee eH ene seeesererersessesese 


EEE EEE ee ee eee EEE eee EEE EEE TE EEE ees erste EOE OSs Sens deseseeseesee® 


by Provinces, 1951 


enterprises using 


35mm. 16mm. 35mm. 
equipment |equipment | equipment 


Receipts 
% of total 
(excluding taxes) 


16mm. 35mm. 
equipment | equipment |equipment 


Number of 


community Paid admissions 


% of total 
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PART 4 — ITINERANT EXHIBITORS 


Exhibitors using portable equipment and showing 
moving pictures in more than one town or village 
are classed as itinerant exhibitors in this report. 
In 1951 there were 167 of these operators with 
receipts of $486,243 as compared with 175 operators 
in 1950 who took in receipts amounting to $463,605. 
The number of paid admissions increased from 
1,571,697 in 1950 to 1,611,626 in 1951. Average 
admission price in 1951 was 30 cents. 


Performances were given in 791 towns and vil- 
lages in 1951 compared with 906 in 1950. These 
were distributed as follows: 


1950 1951 

De wLoundl andy) ie ss mie ex 174 187 
Prince Edward Island ..........cccccccseseess 20 12 
NOVA SCOLAIRE eet. er OUR 86 71 
NON DIURSWIOR PR ae Le 12 8 
QUEDEC 2 ee Cee ete ete SPRL 54 46 
ONCAT Oyen Mel eS 2: 168 140 
MANITODA NET ct ee ee eet Le 82 92 
Saskatchewan) eau in alte ie! 148 135 
PA PORTE PRE eC CE RER 119 97 
BHUSNICOILMDIA ERREUR 43 43 
CARRE fee mo ia) 906 791 


One of these exhibitors reported the use of a 
35 mm. projector, all the others used 16 mm. pro- 
jection equipment. 


TABLE 9. Principal Statistics of Itinerant Motion Picture Exhibitors by Provinces, 1951 


Province 


dirais encens sctnctasnce deccoecesscece 
EEO se ARE 2 En, eur ni? MN: 


; 2 
(excluding | Amusement | ai °F | admission 
taxes) admissions price 
$ $ ¢ 
486, 243 34,311 | 1,611,626 30 
84, 204 898 246,816 34 
1 1 1 1 
23, 780 4,081 92,788 26 
1 1 1 1 
28.854 3,648 96, 234 30 
106,941 11,801 SP fa llr 33 
39,912 2, 140 147,708 27 
73,459 — 234,057 sh] 
63,434 5,057 192,035 33 
51,143 5, 186 155, 397 33 


1. Indicates figures are witheld to avoid disclosing individual operations, but these are included in the totals. 
2. Total receipts (excluding taxes)divided by numberof admissions.No corrections are made for juvenile attendance, 


matinee and evening prices, etc. 


PART 5 — FILM EXCHANGES 


In 1951, 33 film exchange companies distributed 
films to commercial exhibitors through 123 offices. 
Gross receipts for all film exchanges increased 
approximately 9%, from $27,697,880 in 1950 to 
$30,118,713 in 1951. Receipts from rental of films 
amounted to $29,225,867in 1951, of which $1,889,461 
was from rental of 16 mm. films and $4,647 from the 
rental of 8 mm. films. Of the total receipts from film 
Tentals $29,096,502 was for rentals to theatres, 
community enterprises, and itinerant operators for 
commercial exhibition. 


There were 3,881 new films of all types released 
in 1951, of which 3,035 were for theatrical use on 
à commercial basis. Classification of new films by 
type, size, and language is presented in Table 10. 


Segregation of the 1,259 new feature films re- 
leased in 1951 as to country of origin was as 
follows: 


WNiGEGsSEAteS a prec ccscccsccesocccstcecctescereeseesesesee 853 
BANC Cua MM secs nec r en ss reste ess esse ivces 287 
(GRCACEETILAINiccsterecasecccerctcseeceascsecersssacesemncsee 82 
GANA an rss esse ere mme ce — 
Other COUNITIOeS asec ereceteccarescess tat sseronaeecoeseae Sil 

Total new feature films ...................0006- 1,259 


There were 1,086 new features in black and 
white film and 173 in colour. 
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TABLE 10, Principal Statistics of Film Exchanges in Canada, 1930, 1934, 1940 to 1951 


ner Salari d Receipt 
ss Number As ln aes alaries and wages eceipts 
panies |¢xchange 
offices : Adver- Other 

$ $ $ 
1930 EL SR eee = ys al 23722201 1,074, 700 9,536, 200 ! 2 2 
VDSS. Re rar sennes — 60 | 344 | 230 923,400 7,370, 2001 2 2 
UO 4.0 Siccsesescecscescossenesscesceccereee — 72 | 442 | 296 810,407 413,095 | 11,445, 167 | 385,504 50, 224 
NO ES PR nn PRE — 69 | 415 | 347 832,400 434,281 | 12,368,446 | 373,349 6,157 
1G 4 Qivcresetecevascsestes ace sde teen — 78 | 414 | 381 |1,072,289 410,654 | 13,892,093 | 370,740 51,071 
De rere Sn — 87 | 409 | 498 |1,070,014 GAL 24 M5 163,355111339; 8914 9 0 
LOT ten 23 88 | 420 | 490 |1,189,821 654,376 | 16,516,073 | 346,636 957165 
194 RE cn 23 8612530, 5878101; 303:009 688,667 | 17,490,264 | 358,250 | 127,953 
MOA nr IE 26 91 | 505 | 449 | 1,440,177 668,997 | 18,652,892 | 370,250 | 124,433 
UD MAS PR 29 114 | 548 | 545 | 1,664, 348 752,867 | 19,464,706 | 429, 455 | 224,908 
VO GG nes te semer res 20 118218060231 596217977045 866,059 | 21,591,712 | 443,645 | 273,153 
TOR re 37 119 590 | 534 | 1,907,769 828,052 | 24,893,657 | 475,424 | 410, 368 
LOS OP asco reene en eee 36 115645722110 956086 940,534 | 26,800,789 | 487, 392 | 409,699 
UO Dp esos EE me nee 33 123 1 120 3,071,545 29,225,867 | 551,048 | 341, 798 


1. Includes receipts from advertising and other sources. 
2. Included with. ‘‘Film rentals’’. 


TABLE 11. Type, Size, and Language of New Films Released, 1951 


Total 


Ë à English French Other 
Type and size of film all 
laneunees language language languages 

Total, All Types: 

Gms Sit. AE AoE eee Cee AU 11 

DO TELE. 3s Seccepuscacyanahertaua env taste see net D ee ee ee 31 
Features: 

POTN oe ARR RP PR PET cadens a ee 

WOU ESP RE RER RE AE A ere Ee 31 
Cartoons: 

RE RE RE EE RS RED ut ie LED, = 

A SEED visas dc clio 2s nsc ect ec neh ute cache an eee oe raed Nes Se ed = 
News Reels 

PO nn ht are thao Us ee cam ne ES eee eS = 

SD Li Sh a eee ne eee: See = 
Other Films 

PERTAIN st nt se Re eee eee oe 2 

35mm a 


One nn nn nn ne ne nn ns sn sens sens nee nn nn ess n ss asene ee totes eee cecete cece cesse ces 
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PART 6 — NATIONAL FILM BOARD ACTIVITIES 


In addition to its primary duty of presenting the 
Canadian scene at home and abroad through in- 
formation films, the National Film Board co-ordi- 
nates the film activities of federal government 
departments. Both its own and sponsored productions 
are distributed through rural circuits, provincial and 
community libraries, commercial theatres and tele- 


vision outlets in Canada. The Board also distributes 
its own and sponsored productions internationally 
through the Canadian Posts, Educational institu- 
tions and theatrical and television outlets abroad. 
Through the courtesy of the Board the following 
Statistics relating to the operation in the year 
ending 31st. March, 1952, are presented. 


Production 


The 1951-52 production activities consisted of 
134 major films, 60 news stories, 17 newsclips and 
2 trailers. The 134 major productions in 1951-52 
consisted of 69 English-language films, 54 French- 
language films and 11 foreign language films of 
which 101 were in black and white. The remainder 
were in colour. Ninety-nine films were made under 


the Board’s production appropriation and thirty-five 
were sponsored by other government departments. 


The programme in its entirety covered a broad 
range of educational and cultural subjects from 
agriculture, industry and labour, health and welfare, 
to citizenship, community life and creative arts. 


Theatrical Distribution in Canada 


ROYAL JOURNEY, a full-length documentary 
colour film on the visit of Princess Elizabeth and 
the Duke of Edinburgh to Canada was released for 
theatrical showings on December 21st, 1951. By 
March 31st, 1952, it had played in 488 theatres in 
Canada for a total of 1,682 days. 


Forty-three films were released in the four series 
of theatrical short subjects, CANADA CARRIES ON, 
EYE WITNESS, SPECIALS and VIGIE, which are 
distributed in both English and French Versions to 
Canadian theatres. During 1951-52, N.F.B. films on 
subjects of national and topical interest were 
booked 7,995 times and shown for a total of 18,746 
days. 


Non-Theatrical Distribution in Canada 


The Board maintains regional offices in each of 
the provinces and sub-offices in many of the larger 
cities. A staff of 61 representatives co-operates 
with provincial agencies to-promote, organize and 
guide community film services. In this way film and 
filmstrips are distributed as widely as possible 
throughout the whole of Canada. 


During the year, Canadians attended 151,196 
showings of 16 millemetre (non-theatrical) films 
distributed by the National Film Board—an increase 
of 13 per cent over the previous year. 


Audiences at these screenings totalled 
11,610,232, an increase of fifteen per cent over the 
previous year. These figures do not include screen- 
ings of films purchased by business establishments, 
health and agricultural organizations, provincial 


government departments and other groups for their 
own use. 

Films distributed through the Board’s rural 
programs reached about 5,000,000 persons; the bal- 
ance of the total audience —approximately 6,000,000 
persons—attended screenings of films borrowed 
from national, provincial and local libraries and 
depots. There is now a total of 334 such libraries 
and depots as compared with 305 one year ago. Film 
Councils, which have increased from 338 to 343, 
extend the work of the film libraries by bringing 
local groups together in joint planning and action 
relating to film services and the development of 
effective film use. The conversion of circuits to 
self-operating units in rural areas has continued 
during the past year and is now virtually complete. 
Approximately 3,500 rural centres now have regular 
showings of film circuit programs. 


Service to Schools 


Through the co-operation of universities and 
provincial departments of education, the Board’s 
films and filmstrips are distributed to rural schools 
Which in 1951-52 reported 38,792 showings of 


N.F.B. films to total audiences of 2,818,988, and 
to urban schools which reported 22,944 showings 
to total audiences of 2,316,228. 


International Distribution 


The total number of television bookings for 
1951-52 was 2,401—an increase of 57% over the 
past year. 


There were 9,537 bookings of N.F.B. films by 
theatres in 16 countries outside Canada. 


The Board’s films were also distributed abroad 
through 51 posts of the Department of External 
Affairs and Trade and Commerce; through N.F.B. 
offices in London, New York and Chicago; and 
through universities, schools and other educational 
agencies. There were 91,193 such showings to a 
total audience of 11,111,976. 
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NOTICE 


The annual reports prepared by the Industry and Merchandising Division of the 
Bureau of Statistics are divided into 3 volumes, as follows: Volume I — The Primary 
Industries, including mining, forestry and fisheries; Volume Ii— Manufacturing; Volume III — 
Merchandising and Services. 


Volume III consists of the following parts with individual trade reports listed under 
each: 


Part I — Wholesale Statistics 


A — Wholesale Trade, 25¢ 
*B — Operating Results of Food Wholesalers, 25¢ 
*C — Operating Results of Dry goods, Piece Goods, and Footwear 
Wholesalers, 25¢ 
*D — Operating Results of Miscellaneous Wholesalers, (Automotive 
parts and accessories, drugs, hardware, plumbing and heating 
equipment), 25¢ 


Part II — Retail Statistics 


E — General Review, 25¢ 
F — Retail Trade, 504 
G — Retail Chain Stores, 504 
*H — Operating Results of Chain Food Stores, 25€ 
* I — Operating Results of Chain Clothing Stores, 25€ 
* J — Operating Results of Miscellaneous Chain Stores (variety, 
drug, furniture), 254 
K — Operating Results of Retail Food Stores, 254 
L — Operating Results of Retail Clothing Stores, 254 
M — Operating Results of Retail Hardware, Furniture, Appliance 
and Radio Stores, 254 
N — Operating Results of Filling Stations and Garages, 254 
O — Operating Results of Miscellaneous Retail Stores, 25¢ 
P — Retail Consumer Credit, 25¢ 


Part III — Service and Special Fields 


Q — Laundries, Cleaners and Dyers, 25¢ 

R — Motion Picture Theatres, Exhibitors and Distributors, 25¢ 
S — Hotels, 25¢ 

T — Sales Financing, 25¢ 

U — Farm Implement and Equipment Sales, 25¢ 

V — New Motor Vehicle Sales and Motor Vehicle Financing, 25¢ 
W — Advertising Agencies (Memorandum), 25¢ 

X — Motion Picture Production (Memorandum), 10¢ 


The reports are punched to permit of filing ina ring binder. 


* Biennial reports — not issued for 1952. 
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PART 1. Motion Picture Theatres 


This section deals only with regular theatres but includes those using 
both 16 mm. and 35 mm. projection equipment. In previous bulletins com- 
munity enterprises were also included, but beginning with 1950, data on 
this type of exhibition are presented in a separate section. 


Se MMU ADIOS LOY RS Re PR En sn Sn on Po | Ped 


PART 2. Drive-in Theatres 


Statistics for this recent and expanding type of motion picture exhi- 
bition are not included with figures for regular motion picture theatres. 


De OTe AD LOG 5G OTUs, MR CN ee Ml 2 tn qd ne. #19 


PART 3. Community Enterprises 
These are community halls in which motion pictures are exhibited by 


non-profit organizations, such as churches, Boards of Trade, Canadian 
Legion branches, etc., and for which admission is charged. 


Oe KERMIT LOS TE INN 10 oes AURA Are ne ewe R13 


PART 4. Halls serviced by Itinerant Exhibitors 


This section summarizes the activities of operators of portable equip- 
ment who exhibit pictures in more than one locality. 


PO KCRANC SL ADL Cm RO EE tet acesen Peeks: 


PART 5. Film Exchanges 


Information on the distribution of films is reviewed in this section. 
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PART 6. National Film Board Activities .............:.:ceeeee R-16 
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MOTION PICTURE THEATRES, 
EXHIBITORS AND DISTRIBUTORS 
1952 


GENERAL SUMMARY 
During 1952 Canadians saw motion pictures in the following table. In the past the type here desig- 


regular theatres, drive-in theatres, halls operated nated as ‘‘Halls serviced by itinerant operators’’ 
as community enterprises and in halls serviced by was headed ‘‘Itinerant Operators’’, and the number 
itinerant operators, and to this end they spent of these individuals, rather than the number of halls 


$118,434,481, the highest figure yet reached in this where they exhibited motion pictures, was given. 
ever expanding field of entertainment. 
More detail on the operations of the separate 
Significant statistics concerning each of the four types is presented in following sections of this 
types of motion picture exhibition are presented in report. 


Summary of Motion Picture Theatre Exhibition in Canada 1952 


Halls serviced 
by itinerant 
operators 


Total, 
all types 


Drive-in 
Theatres 


Regular 
Theatres 


Community 


en Enterprises 


Number of theatres and halls 3, 416 1,843 104 657 812 
Receipts (excluding taxes) .............000..0.. $105, 459,183 |$ 98,851,349] $ 4, 409,426/$ 1,702,824] $ 495, 584 
MUMUSEMONE (axes 2. $ 12,975, 298 | $ 12, 308,148 | $ 540, 390 | $ 96,314] $ 30, 446 

Le res tee 262,963, 287 DA TS 2 Via 8, 379, 586 5, 363, 564 1, 487, 420 


The per capita expenditure on motion picture capita expenditure of $10.06 while Newfoundland 
entertainment, climbed to a new high of $8.21 in with $3.90 had the lowest average. 
1952 compared with the previous high of $7.72 for Throughout this report figures for British Co- 
1951. Ontario topped all other provinces with a per lumbia include the Yukon and Northwest territories. 


Per Capita Expenditure! on Motion Picture Entertainment, Canada and the Provinces, 
1943, 1946, 1949, 1950, 1951 and 1952 


Province 1943 1946 1949 1950 1951 1952 
$ $ $ $ $ $ 


No onc ER 5. 61 6,15 6.89 7.12 7.72 8.21 
CR ET toxic noes cic as ohonnctornacnee — 2.69 2593 3. 3.90 
D Edward Island... 3: ST 3.82 a 3}. 4.01 
NE se 6. 6.44 5. 38 501 6. 601 
une 4, 4,79 4, 44 4, 40 4, 9.92 
1. 4, 4,73 5.74 6. 20 6. 6.99 
Su eaces ssn Sdhns 6. 1. 50 8.94 9, 11 9. 10. 06 
Se 4, 5. 88 6. 20 6. 20 tf 721 
SCOR TP tea nantes Se 4, 39 4.67 4,84 5. 6. 76 
nn du 9. 5.88 GT eS ips 8.87 
ne 8. 8.10 8. 59 8.47 9. 9.94 


1. Based on total receipts of regular theatres, drive-ins, community enterprises and halls serviced by itinerant 
Operators. 
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CANADIAN EXPENDITURE 
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ON MOTION PICTURES, 1952 | NagieTe Map Sines i 
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BOL 7 Y 80 
7 
Were ONTARIO 20 2 ] < 70 
D = [7 
BRITISH COLUMBIA ri Y, y Y Z 
10.3% 60 Y | 60 
50 50 
QUEBEC 40 40 
24.6% 
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20 20 
TOTAL $ 118,434,481 10 10 
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PART 1. — MOTION PICTURE THEATRES 1952 


The statistics presented in this section relate 
only to regular motion picture theatres with one 
exception. In Table 2, receipts for years prior to 
1949 include those of community enterprises. 


For Canada’s motion picture theatres, 1952 was 
a year of continued expansion. The 1,843 theatres 
in operation had receipts amounting to $98,851,349 
and in addition collected $12,308,148 in provincial 
amusement taxes. This represented an increase of 


approximately -2% in number of: theatres and 9% in 
receipts over the 1,808 theatres with receipts of 
$90,986,110 in 1951. The number of paid admissions 
increased 4% from 239,132,227 in 1951 to 247,732,717 
in 1952. The 8,804 males and 6,296 females em- 
ployed in motion picture theatres in Canada during 
1952 received salaries and wages amounting to 
$18,868,116. The following table gives the principal 
statistics of Motion Picture theatres in 1952 b 

provinces. 7 


TABLE 1. Summary Statistics of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces, 1952 


Employment & Payroll 


Number of Receipts Number of 
Province establish- | (excluding Dr paid eee 
ments taxes) admissions Male Re alo and 
wages 
$ $ 
CANADA rss 1, 843 | 98, 851,349 | 12,308,148 | 247, 732, 717 8, 804 6,296 | 18,868,116 
Newioundland......133... 46 1,150,686 101, 328 3, 614, 719 109 63 191, 523 
Prince Edward Island ........ 12 336, 700 53,530 992, 647 23 23 39,756 
NOVAISCOLIA Losccesecoscccsssssceeses 81 3,688,920 438, 448 11, 413, 480 322 319 640,033 
New Brunswick .............ss00 61 2,527,474 271, 455 7, 369, 181 259 237 448,097 
RID ORS nee 419 | 24,932,302 3,638, 347 58, 760, 871 2, 482 997 3, 983, 939 
DEA) LS 541 | 40,463,904 | 4,720, 566 99, 888,837 3, 600 2,999 8, 262,013 
MAMILODAR ns ssssccsocc coco sos 143 4,812,497 519, 561 13,838,931 468 577 960, 841 
Saskatchewan... 197 4,479,432 258: UE 11, 556, 565 423 370 763, 299 
ANDRE, RE 180 6,937, 291 684,415 16,841, 273 464 433 1,170,019 
British" COlUMDIA 5... 163 9,522,143 1,627, 321 23,456, 213 654 718 2, 408, 596 


Receipts (excluding taxes) were higher in all 
provinces in 1952 than in 1951. Saskatchewan, with 
a 20% increase in receipts, recorded the greatest 
gain over 1951, while Alberta was second with a 
15% increase. The following table presents a year- 


to-year comparison of receipts by provinces. Prior 
to 1949, receipts from community enterprises were 
included but it is felt that this does not affect the 
comparability of the series to any extent. 


TABLE 2. Receipts of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces, 1946 to 1952 


Province 1946 1948 1949 1950 1951 
$ $ $ $ $ $ 


BAN AG Pres 


Newfoundland A PE a 
Prince Edward Island.... 
BOWE SCOR cassccosacsconsecees 


LATO DG iP en Zn 


Saskatchewan... 
Alberta 


DEL LELELCECECOEENEEEEEEEERE 


59, 888, 972 


223, 804 

2, 953, 633 

1,758, 866 

12, 732, 391 
25, 684, 210 
3,433, 687 

2, 889, 343 

3, 626, 140 

6,586, 898 


(Excluding amusement taxes) 


1952 
$ 

62, 865,279 | 69, 657,248 | 77,419,472 | 82, 707, 762 | 90, 986, 110 98, 851, 349 
= = 820, 107 863, 734 | 1,098,611 1, 150, 686 
255, 835 281,995 280, 631 286, 334 313, 090 336, 700 
2,666,189 | 2,738,331 | 3,109,262 | 3,266,536 | 3,454,965 3, 688, 920 
1,771,036 | 1,993,102 | 2,048,091 | 2,053,595 | 2,307,605 2,527, 474 
13,918,163 | 16,405,929 | 19, 240,015 | 21,310, 810 | 22, 629, 851 24, 932, 302 
27,043, 278 | 29,523, 367 | 31,862,708 | 34,083, 166 | 38, 052, 587 40,463, 904 
3,526,223 | 3,709,443 | 4,235,223 | 4,197,205 | 4,604, 683 4,812, 497 
2,914,301 | 3,220,907 | 3,360,125 | 3,505,695 | 3,738, 865 4,479,432 
3,711,366 | 4,245,121 | 4,924,371 | 5,314,331 6, 044, 996 6, 937, 291 
7,058,888 | 7,539,053 | 7,538,939 | 7,826, 356 | 8, 740,857 9, 522, 143 


Note. Prior to 1949 receipts from community enterprises were included here. 
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Both the seating capacity and potential capacity 
in Canadian theatres were slightly over 1% higher 
in 1952 than in 1951. Potential] capacity is computed 
by multiplying the number of seats in each theatre 
by the number of performances and cumulating the 
results. Only 31% of a potential capacity of 
804,597,070, was utilized in 1952. Capacity utili- 
zation was highest in Newfoundland at 38% and 
lowest in Quebec at 29%. 


Forty-one per cent of the 1952 business went to 
theatres in Ontario, which also had 37% of the total 
seating capacity. Quebec theatres, with 24% of total 
seating capacity obtained slightly over 25% of the 
total business. As was the case in 1951, British 
Columbia had approximately the same ratio of 
receipts as seating capacity while all the other 
provinces had lesser percentages of receipts than 
of seating capacity. 


The average admission price excluding taxes 
reached a new high of 40 cents in 1952 compared 
with 38 cents in 1951. Quebec ranked first with an 
average admission of 42 cents while Newfoundland 
and Nova Scotia were the lowest at 32 cents. Rouyn 
again led all Canadian cities with an average 
admission price of 48 cents. The figures given in 
table 3 for average admission price are based on 


receipts, excluding taxes. In order to show the were in operation. 
TABLE 3. Principal Statistics of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces and for 
Selected Cities’, 1 
Province ; Receipts Number Potential Aver À 
t ) age | Average 
and de n (excluding à of paid number of |capacity [Admission 
City taxes) admissions admissions utilized Price 
$ $ Jo ¢ 

Canada... 1,843 |954,813 | 98, 851,349 |12,308, 148 | 247,732, 717 | 804, 597,070 31 40 
Newfoundland 46 | 15,183 | 1,150, 686 101,328 | 3,614,719 | 9,454, 626 38 32 
SÉTJONNS Rene 6 5,478 590, 333 65,493 2,020, 553 5,127, 408 39 29 
Corner Brook.....:...... 4 1,659 1581835 ATLAS 436,059 17319392 32 36 
Other places... 36 8,046 402, 218 14, 720 1,158, 107 2,947, 866 39 as) 
Prince Edward Island. 12 4,677 336, 700 53,530 992, 647 2, 862,537 35 34 
Nova Scotia................ 81 42, 891 3, 688, 920 438, 448 11,413,480 37,416, 697 31 32 
Halifax. fe eee 10 8,841 1138 724 132, 284 3, 344, 361 11, 550, 396 29 34 
SYCNCYe--s to ee ee 5 SIR OPAL 364, 404 43,059 1, 168,638 3 DIS 39 31 
Other places 66 30, 423 2,185, 792 263, 105 6,900, 481 22,852,589 30 62 
New Brunswick............ 61 | 29,704 | 2,527,474 271,455 7,369,181 | 22,895,207 32 34 
Moncton RL = 3, 420 432,879 46,619 1,137,709 3, 516, 864 32 38 
Saint Joby Sc 6 | 6,036 682, 243 74,075 | 1,838,631 | 6,479. 448 28 37 
Other places ............ 5 20, 248 1,412,352 150,761 4,392,841 12, 898, 895 34 32 
Quebec... 419 1227,300 |24, 932,302 3,638,347 58, 760, 871 |200,336,323 29 42 
Moncrea lt 2.2... See Ti 10,935 |12, 335, 494 1, 804, 338 27,952, 866 98, 428,025 28 44 
Verdun A Serre 4 5,180 540, 264 84,693 STONE 4,834, 466 29 39 
QUEDEC ee es 14 11,998 1,764,803 265,043 4, 379, 413 14, 427, 885 30 40 
Hai DEN A A 4 3,099 438,761 63, 172 1,185, 396 3,991, 416 30 37 
ROUVD mue 5 Dae 8S 246, 563 31.070 512, 245 2, 310, 516 22 48 
Sherbrooke er pep eee 3 4, 280 524, 278 77,014 1,180,074 4,614,415 26 44 
Thrée Rivers............ 4 93 025 428,415 57,848 19063521 3, 412, 344 sh 40 
Other Places............ 311  1127,046 8,653, 724 1, 249,163 ZO Oot 68, 251, 396 31 41 
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average price paid by an indivisual for admission 
to a theatre, the following figures, based on total 
receipts including taxes, are presented: — 


Average Admission Price (Including Taxes) 


CANARD RER oe 45¢ 
Newfoundland Res 35¢ 
Prince Hd ward Island en. it 394 
NOVA SCOLIA oo. cc vnc. ccove-svencsussavacencesesccsscecenucaeeress some 36¢ 
Ne wi Bruns Wick. SR ee ee 38¢ 
QUEDEC LS ree ee eee 49¢ 
ONC APIO RS a cocnstsneccucacotetonticdseacecetwecunemen se ecmmee 45¢ 
Manitoba... idee ee dite oceans 594 
Saskatchewan. 025 2... ccccscssesosstamtensacsttetous ee 4l¢ 
AD CICA RE ca eette Oat cnaee so seen ones <ccetee enone eoaeeracocamete 45¢ 
British, Columbia’ 7.22. re eee 48¢ 


The following table gives the principal sta- 
tistics of motion picture theatres, by provinces and 
for selected cities for 1952. Separate figures are 
given for all cities in which four or more theatres 
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TABLE 3. Principal Statistics of Motjo 


Selected Cities 


Province Receipts 


Seating À 
and A (excluding 
City capacity taxes) 
$ 
TIGAEIO NS. ccesstestecesseccenees 40, 463, 904 
HROPDNTO ner ercreecee 12,685,024 
IAMLLCON © lieues 2,585, 450 
COUCH WA 1... 2, 306, 556 
WIRdSOr 2... 9 1,017, 342 
HRONGOM 22. 8 1, 397, 599 
INES LON) 2... he ki 4 556, 626 
Fort William ............ 6 565, 168 
BorrArINUr............…. 4 510, 347 
St. Catharines.......... 5 582, 865 
DHADULY eine ff 1,097, 261 
Brantford 22... 5 597, 707 
RALCHENEL a 5 635, 174 
Peterborough............ 4 
ST EEE 4 
CHATS OR 4 
DSRAWA CE... 4 
Sault Ste. Marie 4 
AMAR SR. 4 
Owen Sound.............. 4 
Other places 305 | 143,865 
Manitoba ..................... 61,341 | 4,812,497 
Winnipeg 27, 499 3, 145, 692 
Other places ............ 33, 842 1, 666, 805 
Saskatchewan 64,853 | 4,479, 432 
Saskatoon ................ 5, 209 703, 576 
BUC RIND sch. ES D, 262 871,646 
Moose Jaw..…..........…. 2, 596 SMS 
Other places 51, 786 2, 587, 087 
oe covcccreceanone 68,505 | 6,937,291 
ÉHMONtON 0. LA 2,030, 763 
CET os a 10, 832 1,945,094 
methbridge................ 2,818 402, 562 
Other places 43,734 2N508, 012 
British Columbia 89,936 | 9,522,143 
Vancouver... 39 291 4,223, 189 
Nile er 2.2... ia 981,175 


464, 508 
3, 853, 271 


New Westminster .... 
Other places. ............ 


3, 424 
44, 130 


1. Includes only those theatres located within the incorporated limits of the city. 


n Picture Theatres, by Provinces 
, 1952 — Concluded 


and for 
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Number Potential Average Average? 

ee of paid number of | capacity | Admission 
admissions admissions utilized | Price 

$ % ¢ 

4,720,566 | 99, 888,837 | 327,429, 021 31 41 
1,510, 825 28, 776, 545 95, 250, 432 30 44 
304, 474 6,665, 679 18,960, 768 35 39 
273, 254 5,927,898 21,000, 304 28 39 
118,059 2,446,615 12, 095, 320 20 42 
159, 600 2,981, 390 10,158, 564 29 47 
66,111 1, 385, 682 5, 462, 808 25 40 
64, 312 1, 286,033 6,074,952 21 44 
59, 778 1, 110, 287 5, 367, 024 21 46 
69, 555 1, 524, 769 5, 354, 856 28 38 
131, 230 2, 410, 448 7,679, 880 31 46 
68, 585 1, 490,008 6,041, 412 25 40 
72, 309 1,726,795 5, 126, 680 34 37 
58, 577 1, 205, 856 4, 219, 176 30 40 
525931 1,127,914 3,915, 288 29 40 
46,759 987,837 3,526, 848 28 40 
60,092 1, 323, 349 4, 253, 184 a 40 
58, 388 1, 271, 143 4,316, 104 29 40 
56, 454 1, 218, 745 3,561, 480 34 39 
26, 664 622, 240 2,081, 248 30 31 
1, 462, 609 34, 349, 604 | 102, 982, 693 33 37 
519,561 13, 838, 91 44,541,240 31 35 
378, 948 8, 162,954 29, 654, 430 28 39 
140,613 5679, 977 14,886,810 38 29 
253,177 11,556, 565 38,177, 015 30 39 
50, 328 1, 883, 683 8, 290, 464 23 37 
77,563 2,053,080 7,619, 352 27 42 
32, 568 949, 687 3, 225, 188 29 33 
92,718 66702115 19,042,011 35 39 
684, 415 16, 841, 273 48, 290, 315 35 41 
204252 4,988,684 12, 170, 580 41 41 
203, 880 4,143,081 14,096, 732 29 47 
37,391 954, 979 3, 299, 296 29 42 
241,892 6,754, 529 19/1230 36 38 
1, 627,321 23,456, 213 73,193, 869 32 41 
733,428 10, 318,032 35,692,057 29 41 
171,803 2,148, 600 10,087, 896 21 46 
81, 304 1, 180, 680 3,883, 776 30 39 
640, 786 9, 808, 901 23, 530, 140 42 39 


2. Total receipts (excluding taxes) divided by number of admissions. No corrections are made for juvenile atten- 


dance, matinee and evening prices, etc. 


Employment 


During 1952 there were 16,869 persons employed 
in motion picture theatres. Of this total 1,769 were 
working proprietors and family members not receiving 
a regular salary. The 15,100 paid employees, in- 
Cluding working executives of incorporated com- 
panies, received $18,868,116 in salaries and wages. 
The majority of paid employees were engaged in 
“‘full-time’’ theatres, those operating 300 days or 
more during the year. The 13,760 persons employed 


by these theatres received $18,200,616 in salaries 
and wages. The projectionists numbered 2, ISL. and 
they were paid $6,259,606. Part-time theatres, those 
operating less than 300 days during the year, 
employed 1,340 persons who received salaries and 
wages amounting to $667,500. Projectionists in 
these theatres numbered 390 and drew salaries 


totalling $286,907. 
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Period of operation 
and province 


Total, all theatres ...... 


Full-time (operating 300 
days and over): 


Canada 2.70 eee 


Newfoundland. 
Prince Edward Island 


Manitoba ccc ee 


Alberta RE ee eee 


Part-time (operating less 
than 300 days): 
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TABLE 4. Employment and Payroll, 1952 


Assistant 
Total projectionists 
employees 


All other employees 


aries 
$ 
12,321, 603 


11, 941, 010 


118, 205 
26,110 
449, 386 
305, 705 
2, 832,615 
5,171, 677 
622, 265 
437, 768 
676, 305 
1, 300,974 


Canadace 1. 267, 706 380,593 
Newfoundland ..….................... 4,010 8,062 
Prince Edward Island —_ 2,942 
NOVANSCOE IA es 8, 784 7,139 
NeWIBrUnSWICR en 6,817 10, 286 
Quebec: Ae AR ar ne 45,045 66, 301 
Ontanio A PE PR ee 59, 604 121,168 
ManitoDa ee roen ne 19,568 15,914 
Saskatchewan ...................... 35,441 49,047 
Alberta RP 47,234 39, 710 
British Columbia ................ 41, 203 60, 991 

TABLE 5. Proprietors of Unincorporated Firms!, 1952 
Period of operation Total With salary Without salary 
and province proprietors fete Male Femain 
$ 
Totali-all theatres. 404,22... anes 1, 769 642, 136 519 
Full-time (operating 300 days and over): 

CA 7 Fo ieee ec et Ne EE 813 203 
Newtoundland ieee rec eee 6 2 
Prince Wd wards ISL and EEE eee ee 5 — 
NOVAÏSCOLIR EE RAR EU A RO es 19 5 
N@WiBrunsWiGk<., chem ties eee a tee ee er ee 18 3 
QUEDEC PR ra eters oes ee ee 289 UG 
ODÉAFIO Bass cas ceed Ak eterna oe ree ee eee 193 46 
Manitoba ARE. M EE ne re eee 59 16 
paskatchewant: 1h eee er a ee eee 52 8 
ADEE End nr nee nee M ee eee 110 ai 
BFILISR COLUMPIA rm ee 62 41, 133 15 

Part-time (operating less than 300 days): 

COMA Bees se RE eee ae 956 79,490 316 
ING Wound 1A NG Wan coy Ay te. ae hee a aes ee, 46 2 5,059 6, 
Prince Waward island tres <,7.c. eee ee ee ee 12 — — 3 
INO Var SCOTIA VRP ne ee 31 3 5, 200 8 
N@WHBruns wicks. Sines xs ee ee ee 14 = = 5 
Quebec Dee is exe Reet se Cae wees va dette seca nana ee eee ss ee 19 7 19,199 62 
BI EN ETS SPENCER EE RENE PR ER 110 5 13,166 35 
MERIC ODE. ne RSR ER Re ere 120 7 1,256 47 
SAS KALCHEWAN TE ues. sees ER PR Re ee 211 2 18, 594 80 
PNA DET Ga MR nt AR PR ns he) PU Can ui 136 1 8, 662 49 
BRIUIS NEC OLUMDIR RE 64 1 8,354 21 


1. Including family members not receiving a regular salary. 


MOTION PICTURE THEATRES, EXHIBITORS AND DISTRIBUTORS R-11 


Ownership 
In 1952 theatres controlled by circuits operating the 20-and-over class got 58% of the receipts and 
four or more houses obtained 72% of total receipts 54% of the admissions. There was little change in 
and 69% of admissions, although they formed only the amount of business attributed to each of the 
38% of Canada’s 1843 regular theatres. Circuits in categories as compared with 1951. 


TABLE 6. Motion Picture Theatres Classified According to Number of Establishments Under Same 
Ownership, Canada 1930, 1940, 1952 


Number of Receipts (excluding 


Year and number Admissions 


of establishments establishments amusement taxes) 
under same ownership 
; 
$ 
1930 
PINODEAeeccecsscccsceccoccoscsecssoscsoesesssosseucesessesosecses 38,130, 100 i - 
OS Ga PS ee 15,772, 000 = 
0 ARE M ÉCRERSRR 6, 390, 200 _ 
OUR De) CURE 15,967, 900 a 
1940 
MOT esscescrceevscecccsssénccecevosssessesessenessceessseees 37,474, 122 : 151,590, 799 100.0 
CIRE EE 9,319, 639 5 43, 084, 387 28.4 
Two and three ..... Becbdteens cuestacccccencccsdacsascstecsece 4,085, 878 19, 366, 119 12.8 
Foie Do ES ER RE 4,101, 564 17,519, 259 11.6 
HRNENDYEANTIOVET bes scccsescescssscsssvecccsccsersoqsssscesers 19, 967, 041 71,621,034 47.2 
1952 
LOT tree cnsece<ceecccececccecesccscccocdsseccessccsecesetsces 98, 851,349 247, 732, 717 100.0 
CNE Mine sd tr tnn se dccecsencecnes tee een es ei eteueue 19,854, 322 : 55,535, 889 22.4 
MEMOROTORCOTCE .....cccessvasdvectessoscscessecsacsscececnsesss 8, 030, 518 21, 468, 886 Bet 
HIOUNLOMMINOLEEN (essssceccsccsessescccvsssessocesecssceseress . 13, 606, 650 ; 36, 734, 187 14.8 
MRCHUVEANOIOV CF [os <ccccacccoscoscosscensseccssssescssseseess 57, 359, 859 : 133, 993,755 54.1 
Ninety-one per cent of the 1,843 theatres oper- there were 164 theatres out of a total of 1,808 using 
ating in 1952 used 35 mm. projection equipment. 16 mm. projectors. The following table presents 
These 1,671 theatres had receipts of $98,322,322 some statistics of motion picture theatres by size 
compared with receipts of $529,027 obtained by the of projection equipment and provinces for 1952. 


172 theatres which used 16 mm. equipment. In 1951 


TABLE 7. Motion Picture Theatres by Size of Projection Equipment, by Provinces, 1952 


Number of theatres Receipts Rs Paid admissions 
axes 


using (excluding taxes) 
Province 
35 mm. 35 mm. 16 mm. 35 mm. 35 mm, 16-mm, 
equipment | equipment| equipment |equipment| equipment equipment equipment 
$ $ 
LL TR 1,671 172 | 98,322,322 | 529, 027 | 12,249, 963 | 58,185 | 246,279,531 1,453, 186 
Newfoundland... 27 19 | 1,103,541 | 47,145 100, 589 739 3,466,774 147, 945 
Prince Edward Island .... 12 = 336, 700 — 53, 530 — 992, 647 = 
Nova a 79 2 1 1 1 : » : 
ew Brunswick se 57 4 1 1 1 : 
LORS 380 39 | 24,791,695 | 140,607 | 3,615,909 | 22,438 | 58,402,533 ss 
RN yo cia. 501 40 | 40, 352,388 | 111,516 | 4,707,419| 13,147 | 99,558,551 vagy 
a ae 135 8| 4,786,242 | 26,255 517, 771 1700} 13.774, 201 pre 
cn 173 24 | 4.431.072 | 48,360 | 253,177 — | 11,420, 64 205,127 
CN 158 22 | 6,872,819 | 64,472 678, 748 5,667 | 16,636, 186 Theron 
British Columbia ............ 149 14 | 9,438,298 | 83,845 | 1,613,679| 13,642] 23, 266, ' 


1. Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals. 
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PART 2.— DRIVE-IN THEATRES 


The spectacular advances made by drive-in theatres in the field of motion picture entertainment from 
1947 to 1952 is shown in the following table. 


Number of drive-in theatres ... 30 62 82 104 
Lotalicapacity,;Cars eee 5,438 9,975 15, 924 31, 523 40, 520 90, 497 
Receipts (excluding taxes). ne $ 274,325 | $ 658,641 | $ 1,393, 760 | $ 2, 290, 679 | $ 3, 347, 670 | $ 4, 409, 426 
Taxes.. eee $ 957,702 |$ 131,124 | $ 245,094 | $ 300,028 | $ 406,611 | $ 540,390 
Number of paid admissions a 670, 583 1, 595, 947 3, 019, 314 4, 943, 000 6,554,572 8, 379, 586 


Canada’s 104 drive-ins boosted their receipts to 
$4,409,426 from $3,347,670 and collected $540,390 
in amusement taxes as against $406,611 in 1951 and 
entertained 8,379,586 persons as compared with 
6,554,572. The lion’s share of the 1952 business 
went to Ontario’s 52 drive-ins which collected 
$2,228,257 in receipts and $283,228 in amusement 
taxes. New Brunswick, one of the provinces which 


had no drive-ins, came up with 4 in 1952. Newfound- 
land and Quebec remain the only provinces without 
this type of entertainment. 

There were 1,320 persons employed in drive-in 
theatres in 1952 and these received $998,135 in 
Salaries and wages. Of the total employees, 124 
were projectionists who received $288,321 for their 
services. 


TABLE 8. Principal Statistics of Drive-In Theatres, by Provinces, 1952 


f Receipts Number of 
Province (excluding ae paid 
st admissions 
Canada ER ee 8, 379, 586 
Newfoundland ER eee ee = 
Prince Edward Island ..............cscscccsseeee 1 
Nova Scotia tn tte DE Te 1 1 1 
NOWEBEUNSWIC RUE SR CR en 78, 894 10; 178 154, 776 
Quebec re reece — — — 
Ontario... RP EL RE RE 2,228 PAU 283, 228 4, 196, 492 
Manitoba ......... 333, 330 50, 330 647,115 
Saskatchewan . 377, 097 12, 181 722, 661 
Alberta .. eee 619, 488 58, 125 1, 129, 440 
British Columbia _ SE 688,408 118, 080 


1,377, 899 


TABLE 9. Employment and Payroll, 1952 


, AS por Assistant 
Projectionists projectionists All other employees 


Done Total Total 
employees| payroll 
$ $ $ $ 
Canada ....... 1,320 | 998, 135 117 = 284, 634 7 ~ 3, 687 790 | 406] 709, 814 
Newfoundland .......... — — — — _ — — — = — a 
Prince Edward Island 1 1 — — — — — _ 1 1 1 
Nova Scotia … re 1 1 1 _ 1 _ _ 1 1 1 
New Brunswick .. Peer te 36 15, 539 4 — SPC 2 = 529 19 11 11767 
Quebec sconce — — — — — — — — — rea 
Ontarigwew:... ees 681 489, 928 64 — 167, 429 2 “= 1,740 | 409 206 | 320,759 
Manitoba .................. 162| 87,681 7 PATO mes À ira 72| 83| ‘74,980 
Saskatchewan 107 74,759 Lo — 18, 649 1 — 148 61 34 55, 962 
Alberta ........ sate Puy 126, 629 9 - 20,512 Z — 1270 79 27 104, 847 
British Columbia ........ 172 190, 688 19 — 60, 395 -- _ — 123 30 130, 293 


1. Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals. 
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PART 3.— COMMUNITY ENTERPRISES 


These establishments are community or parish 
halls in which motion pictures are exhibited by 
non-profit organizations such as churches, lodges, 
Boards of Trade, Canadian Legion branches, etc. 
Although a regular admission is charged in these 
halls, they differ from regular theatres in that 
members of the organizations operating them fre- 
quently provide their services free of charge. 


The number of community enterprises increased 
from 632 in 1951 to 657 in 1952 and total receipts 
amounted to $1,702,824, an increase of approxi- 
mately 14% over the 1951 receipts of $1,499,560. 


Amusements taxes collected in 1952 totalled 
$96,314 compared’ with $72,675 collected in 1951. 
Attendance at motion picture exhibition in these 
halls was 5,363,564 in 1952 and represented 37% 
utilization of potential capacity. The average 
admission price, excluding taxes, was 32 cents in 
1952 compared with 31 cents in 1951. The majority 
of these community enterprises are located in 
Quebec and Saskatchewan. 

Most of the halls used 16mm. projection equip- 
ment but the 152 houses where 35 mm. equipment 
was installed accounted for 58% of the receipts and 
54% of the total admissions. 


TABLE 10, Principal Statistics of Community Enterprises, by Provinces, 1952 


: Receipts 
Province Seating | (excluding 
Capacity taxes) 


1, 702, 824 


CCEEEEEEEEETEEE TE) 


Newfoundland 118,562 
Prince Edward Island 6,777 
Nova Scotia ................ 5,360 
New Brunswick .......... 11,939 
TO =a LS Bis) ba 
Othe): RES 114,825 
MAMLOD A cn 89, 365 
Saskatchewan 488,702 
NSU CSSS 197,686 
British Columbia ..... 152,496 


Number of Potential Ave. ca- | Ave. ad- 
paid number of pacity mission 
admissions | admissions utilized price 


5,363,564 | 14, 603, 782 32 
404,539 | 1,044,304 29 
24, 356 47, 600 28 
15,050 37, 200 36 
42,956 88,530 28 
1,718,667| 5,545,394 30 
346,058 903, 142 33 
305, 136 756, 564 29 
1,502,061| 3,903, 281 33 
588,953 | 1,452, 533 34 
415, 788 825, 234 37 


1. Total receipts (excluding taxes) divided by number of admissions. No corrections are made for juvenile attend- 
ance, matinee and evening prices, etc. 


TABLE 11. Percentage Distribution of Community Se by Size of Projection Equipment, 
by Provinces, 1952 


Number of 
community 


Province 


Newfoundland roc BL ee 
Prince Edward Island ........:ccc.esseess.-. 
0,0... oe ee 


enterprises using 


35 mm. 16 mm. 35 mm. 16 mm. à 
equipment equipment equipment equipment equipment 


Receipts 
% of total 
(excluding taxes) 


Paid admissions 
% of total 


35 mm. 16 mm. 

equipment 
42.3 54.1 45.9 
43.8 55.4 44.6 

— 100.0 = 
100.0 = 100.0 
80.7 18.6 81.4 
41.0 SL 48.9 
75.9 TL 82.9 
7,5 90.8 9,2 
$551 61.9 38. 1 
51.2 46.5 53.0 
48.9 55. 3 44,7 
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PART 4.— HALLS SERVICED BY ITINERANT EXHIBITORS 


Exhibitors using portable equipment and showing 
moving pictures in more than one town or village 
are classed as itinerant exhibitors in this report. 
In 1952 there were 158 of these operators giving 
performances in 812 halls across the country. This 
compares with 167 operators servicing 791 halls in 
1951. Total receipts amounted to $495,584 in 1952 
not including amusement taxes which totalled 


$30,446. The number of paid admissions fell off 
from 1,611,626 in 1951 to 1,487,420 in 1952 but the 
average admission price increased from 30 cents 
in 1951 to 33 cents in 1952. 


Two of these exhibitors reported the use of a 
35 mm. projector, all the others used 16 mm. pro- 
jection equipment. 


TABLE 12. Principal Statistics of Halls Serviced by Itinerant Exhibitors, by Provinces, 1952 


Province 


Number 
of halls 


Newel UNG dE rase eee = se oeecceseenes 
Prince Ma wardels] and i 2.22..." =. 
INOV ONO COULA Re nee ARE AD 
New BUTS Wil errr rae creo cece ee ess 
QUEH OCR rrccsrres cc SR Rene er n ete ere issu seen en 
Ontario ME intense esiee sees et din mess ne 
MANtODA RARE ns te seems ee eee 
Sa Skate Wan 2-2 meer en mice etes ess ee sees scie. 
AIDER seras ns nee nas cie sec ess ntes 
British Com IA Trees site 


Average! 
admission 
price 


Number of 
paid 
admissiqns 


Receipts 
(excluding 
taxes) 


Amusement 
taxes 


1,487,420 


253,109 34 
29, 569 28 
95, 830 28 
63,414 33 

356, 527 34 

113,735 26 

259 , 578 34 

227, 306 36 


88, 352 


1. Total receipts (excluding taxes) divided by number of admissions. No corrections are made for juvenile attend- 


ance, matinee and evening prices, etc. 


PART 5.— FILM EXCHANGES 


There were 36 film exchange companies oper- 
ating in 1952 and through their 129 offices located 
across the country they distributed film to Canadian 
users. Film exchanges handled a volumeof business 
amounting to $33,979,599 in 1952, almost 13% 
higher than the 1951 level of $30,118,713. Of the 
total receipts in 1952, $32,911,042 was from rentals 
of films for commercial as well as non-commercial 
exhibition. Rentals of 16 mm. film brought in 
$2,281,540 in 1952. This figure covers receipts from 
rentals for both theatrical and non-theatrical ex- 
hibition. 


New films of all types released during 1952 
numbered 5,189, of which 3,816 were for theatrical 


use on a commercial basis. Table 14 shows the clas- 
sification of new films by type, size and language. 


Segregation of the 1,666 new feature films 
released in 1952 as to country of origin was as 
follows: 


United States Rares oc aecea eeeeeeeee 1,243 
France’ 2h nn ia 283 
Great Britain. 222. rss es 97 
CANAR are ree ere peace naectte are = DES eue ee 3 
TGA N OPEN A Re A de een ne pee eareed i 
Other COURTIER ae oncocneaceesters 19 

Total new feature films ..…........................... 1,666 


Of the total new features released 1,396 were 
in black and white and 270 were in colour. 


TABLE 13. Principal Statistics of Film Exchanges in Canada, 1934, 1940 to 1952 


Number | Average number : j 
wee Shale of Salaries and Wages Receipts 
: exchange 

$ > ; $ 

ECE ee er _ 923, 400 7,370, 200! 2 2 

VOTO CE econ — 810,407 413,095 | 11,445,167 385, 504 50, 224 

us en _ 832,400 434, 281 | 12,368, 446 373, 349 6,157 

19492 os oe ae _ 1,072, 289 410,654 | 13,892,093 370, 740 51,074 

LORS RE — 1,070,014 614,247 | 15,163,355 339,891 48,031 

ROLL oes 23 1,189,821 654, 376 | 16,516,073 346, 636 95,765 

NOAM ore ceree avers DAS 1, 303,009 688,667 | 17,490, 264 358, 250 127,953 

EC CIRE 2 26 1,440,177 668,997 | 18,652,892 370, 250 124,433 

POLE ee 29 1,664, 348 752,867 | 19,464, 706 429,455 224,908 

LOTS eee 29 1,797,045 866,059 | 21,591, 712 443,645 273,153 

1949 . on 1,907, 769 828,052 | 24,893,657 475,424 410, 368 

195 Olea tence 36 1, 956,088 940,534 | 26,800,789 487,392 409,699 

TOD Meh ecco 33 3,071, 545 29, 225, 867 551,048 341,798 

LODZ NE ere 36 2,066,494 | 1,062,033 | 32,911,042 567, 144 501,413 


1. Includes receipts from advertising and other sources. 


2. Included with ‘‘Film rentals’’. 
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TABLE 14. Type, Size and Language of New Films Released, 1952 


Total Sn he j : 
‘Type and size of film All English French Otuier 
languages language i language languages 
Total, All Types: 
LE He socio BESSSSES ABS ERE BANE a ae 3) Sas 3, 295 261 7 
ii cn 1,626 1,290 301 35 
Features: 
2. 954 739 203 7 
OES ote ese eG ee ee 16 462 22e ed 
Short Subjects: 
Cartoons 
CET het eine CR el a 650 650 — - 
TN UN EPA LAN T 202 199 3 — 
Newsreels 
he cu M Bo mue 659 636 23 _ 
CUT OS RC MR ES 466 394 yo . 
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PART 6.— NATIONAL FILM BOARD ACTIVITIES 


In addition to its primary duty of presenting the 
Canadian scene at home and abroad through infor- 
mation films, the National Film Board coordinates 
the film activities of federal government depart- 
ments. Both its own and sponsored productions are 
distributed through rural circuits, provincial and 
community libraries, commercial theatres and 


television outlets in Canada. The Board also 
distributes its own and sponsored productions 
internationally through the Canadian Posts, Educa- 
tional institutions and theatrical and television 
outlets abroad. Through the courtesy of the Board 
the following statistics relating to the operation in 
the year ending 31 March, 1953, are presented. 


Production 


The 1952-53 production activities consisted of 
143 major films, 61 news stories, 5 newsclips and 
5 trailers. The 143 major productions in 1952-53 
consisted of 78 English-language films,64 French- 
language films and 1 foreign language film of which 
104 were in black and white. The remainder were in 
colour. 114 films were made under the Board’s 


production appropriation and 29 were sponsored by 
other government departments. 


The programme in its entirety covered a broad: 
range of educational and cultural subjects from 
agriculture, industry and labour, health and welfare, 
to citizenship, community life and creative arts. 


Theatrical and Television Distribution in Canada 


ROYAL JOURNEY, a full-length documentary 
colour film on the visit to Canada of Her Majesty 
the Queen (then Princess Elizabeth) and the Duke 
of Edinburgh, continued its theatrical run during 
the year. It was booked 701 times for a total of 
1,718 days in some 580 communities across Canada. 
As of March 31, 1953 this film has now been booked 
1,189 times since its release in December 1951. 


47 films were released in the series of theatrical 
short subjects, CANADA CARRIES ON, EYE WIT- 
NESS, SPECIALS AND VIGIE, which are distributed 
in both English and French Versions to Canadian 
theatres. During 1952-53, N.F.B. films on subjects 
of national and topical interest were booked 8,644 
times and shown for a total of 20,756 days. 

In addition, 169 films and filmstrips were booked 
229 times for television use. 


Non-Theatrical Distribution in Canada 


The Board maintains regional offices in each of 
the provinces and sub-offices in many of the larger 
cities. A staff of 61 representatives co-operates 
with provincial agencies to promote, organize and 
guide community film services. In this way films and 
filmstrips are distributed as widely as possible 
throughout the whole of Canada. 


During the year, Canadians attended 183,205 
showings of 16 millimetre (non-theatrical) films 
distributed by the National Film Board—an increase 
of 21.2 per cent over the previous year. 


Audiences at these screenings totalled 13,250,227 
an increase of 14.1 per cent over the previous year, 
These figures do not include screenings of films 


purchased by business establishments, health and 
agricultural organizations, provincial government 
departments and other groups for their own use. 


Films distributed through the Board’s rural 
programs reached about 6,000,000 persons; the 
balance of the total audience—approximately 
7,000,000 persons—attended screenings of films 
borrowed from national, provincial and local li- 
braries and depots. There is now a total of 404 
such libraries and depots as compared with 334 one 
year ago. Film Councils, which have increased from 
343 to 351, extend the work of the film libraries by 
bringing loca] groups together in joint planning and 
action relating to film services and the development 
of effective film use. Approximately 4,277 rural 
centres now have regular showings of film circuit 
programs. 


Service to Schools 


Through the co-operation of universities and 
provincial departments of education, the Board’s 
films and filmstrips are distributed to rural and 
urban schools. During the year there were 42,403 


showings of National Film Board films to total 
audiences of 2,990,980 in rural schools and 33,855 
showings to total audiences of 2,682,570 in urban 
schools. 


International Distribution 


The total number of television bookings for 
1952-53 was 1,799. 


There were 16,159 theatrical bookings of 
National Film Board films in 15 countries reported 
during the year. 


The Board’s films were also distributed abroad 
through 56 posts of the Department of External 
Affairs and Trade and Commerce; and through 
universities, schools and other educational agencies. 
There were 91,752 such showings to total audience 
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NOTICE 


The annual reports prepared by the Industry and Merchandising Division of the 
Bureau of Statistics are divided into 3 volumes, as follows: Volume I — The Primary 
Industries, including mining, forestry and fisheries; Volume II— Manufacturing; Volume II— 
Merchandising and Services. 


Volume III consists of the following parts with individual trade reports listed under 
each: 


Part I — Wholesale Statistics 


A — Wholesale Trade (not issued 1953) 

B — Operating Results of Food Wholesalers, 25¢ 

C — Operating Results of Dry Goods, Piece Goods and Footwear 
Wholesalers, 25¢ 

D — 1 Operating Results of Automotive Parts and Accessories 

Wholesalers, 25¢ 

Operating Results of Drug Wholesalers, 25¢ 

Operating Results of Hardware Wholesalers, 25¢ 

Operating Results of Plumbing and Heating Equipment 

Wholesalers, 25¢ 

Operating Results of Household Appliance & Electrical 

Supply Wholesalers, 25¢ 
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Part II — Retail Statistics 


E — General Review —(Discontinued) 
F — Retail Trade, 504 
G — Retail Chain Stores, 504 
H — Operating Results of Chain Food Stores, 25¢ 
I — Operating Results of Chain Clothing Stores, 25¢ 
J —1 Operating Results of Chain Variety Stores, 25¢ 
2 Operating Results of Chain Drug Stores, 25¢ 
3 Operating Results of Chain Furniture Stores, 25¢ 
*K — Operating Results of Independent Food Stores, 25¢ 
* L — Operating Results of Independent Clothing Stores, 25¢ 
*M — Operating Results of Independent Hardware, Furniture, Ap- 
pliance and Radio Stores, 25¢ 
*N — Operating Results of Filling Stations & Garages, 25¢ 
*O — 1 Operating Results of Independent General Stores, 25¢ 
Operating Results of Independent Restaurants, 25¢ 
3 Operating Results of Independent Fuel Dealers, 25¢ 
4 Operating Results of Independent Drug Stores, 25¢ 
5 Operating Results of Independent Jewellery Stores, 25¢ 
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Operating Results of Independent Tobacco Stores, 25¢ 
iB etail Consumer Credit 


Part III — Services and Special Fields 


Q — Laundries, Cleaners and Dyers, 254 

R — Motion Picture Theatres, Exhibitors and Distributors, 254 
S — Hotels, 25¢ 

T — Sales Financing,25¢ 

U — Farm Implement and Equipment Sales, 25¢ 

V — New Motor Vehicle Sales and Motor Vehicle Financing, 25¢ 
W — Advertising Agencies (Memorandum), 10¢ 

X — Motion Picture Production (Memorandum), 10¢ 


The reports are punched to permit of filing in a ring binder. 


Riennial reports — not issued for 1953. 
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General Summary of All Motion Picture Exhibition 
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Graphic Review of Motion Picture Statistics 
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PART 1. Motion Picture Theatres 


This section deals only with regular theatres but includes those using 
both 16 mm. and 35 mm. projection equipment. In previous bulletins com- 
munity enterprises were also included, but beginning with 1950, data on 
this type of exhibition are presented in a separate section. 
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PART 2. Drive-in Theatres 


Statistics for this recent and expanding type of motion picture exhibi- 
tion are not included with figures for regular motion picture theatres. 
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PART 3. Community Enterprises 


These are community halls in which motion pictures are exhibited by 
non-profit organizations, such as churches, Boards of Trade, Canadian 
Legion branches, etc., and for which admission is charged. 
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PART 4. Halls serviced by Itinerant Exhibitors 


This section summarizes the activities of operators of portable equip- 
ment who exhibit pictures in more than one locality. 
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PART 5. Film Exchanges 


Information on the distribution of films is reviewed in this section. 
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MOTION PICTURE THEATRES, 
EXHIBITORS AND DISTRIBUTORS 


1953 


GENERAL SUMMARY 


In 1953 combined receipts of motion picture 
exhibitors in regular theatres, drive-in theatres, 
halls operated as community enterprises and in halls 
serviced by itinerant operators increased by 3% over 
1952 but there was a decrease of 1% in attendance. 
Receipts, exclusive of taxes, rose from $105,459,183 
in 1952 to $109,072,528 in 1953 while the number of 
paid admissions fellfrom 262,963,287to 259,346,837. 


Significant statistics concerning each of the 
four types of motion picture exhibition are presented 
in the following table. For regular theatres, paid 
admissions fell from 247,732,717 to 241,182,726, 
while receipts climbed from $98,851,349 to 
$100,889,361. Drive-in theatres reported an increase 


in paid admissions from 8,379,586 in 1952 to 
11,134,788 in 1953, while receipts expanded from 
$4,409,426 to $5,862,920. The paid admissions for 
community enterprises advanced from 5,363,564 to 
5,647,668 while receipts grew from $1,702,824 to 
$1,851,685. For halls serviced by itinerant opera- 
tors, paid admissions declined from 1,487,420 in 
1952 to 1,381,655 in 1953 while receipts fell from 
$495,584 to $468,562. 


More detailed information on the operations of 
the separate types is presented in the following 
sections of this report. A final section deals with 
the activities of the National Film Board. 


Summary of Motion Picture Theatre Exhibition in Canada, 1953 


Total 
Item all types 
Number of theatres and halls .... 3, 554 
Receipts (excluding taxes) .................. $| 109,072, 528 
AMISemMment taxes ne $ 13, 582, 540 
Number of paid admissions .................. 259, 346, 837 


The per capita expenditure on motion picture 
entertainment climbed to a new high of $8.30 in 
1953 compared with the previous high of $8.21 for 


Halls serviced 


Regular Drive-in Community by iti 
: y itinerant 
Theatres Theatres Enterprises operators 
1, 906 174 669 805 
100, 889, 361 5, 862, 920 1, 851, 685 468, 562 
12/#60,239 685, 389 105,057 31, 859 
241, 182, 726 11,134, 788 5, 647, 668 1,352, 655 


1952. British Columbia topped all other provinces 
with a per capita expenditure of $10.56 while New- 
foundland with $4.03 had the lowest average. 


Per Capita Expenditure 1 on Motion Picture Entertainment, Canada and the Provinces, 
1943, 1946, 1949, 1950, 1951, 1952 and 1953 
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1. Based on total receipts of regular theatres, drive-ins, community enterprises and halls serviced by intinerant op- 


erators. : 
2. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
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CANADIAN EXPENDITURE MIÉREN DOLLARS 
ON MOTION PICTURES,1953 RECEIPTS AND TAXES 


NEWFOUNDLAND 
13% 


PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 120 
0.3% 


ONTARIO 


ALBERTA 
7.9% 38.6% 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 
YUKON & N.W.T. 


Mine 510 
We 
QUEBEC 40 
4.4% 
30 
20 
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PART I. — MOTION PICTURE THEATRES 1953 


The statistics presented in this section relate 
only to regular motion picture theatres with one 
exception. In Table 2, receipts for years prior to 
1949 include those of community enterprises. 


In 1953 Canada’s 1,906 regular theatres had 
receipts, excluding taxes, of $100,889,361 or 2% 
above the $98,851,349 reported. in 1952 but the 
number of paid admissions decreased by nearly 3% 
from 247,732,717 in 1952 to 241,182,726 in the year 
under review. In 1953 there were 9,027 male em- 
ployees and 6,723 female employees who received 
$20,018,413 compared with 8,804 males and 6,296 
females receiving $18,868,116 in the previous year. 


Amusement taxes increased from $12,308,148 to 
$12,760,235 over the two years. 


Provincial statistics of regular motion picture 
theatres revealed that, while Ontario was the only 
province to show a decrease in total receipts (ex- 
cluding taxes) in 1953 as compared with 1952, in 
Ontario, Quebec and Newfoundland there were de- 
creases in the number of paid admissions. The de- 
crease in receipts, excluding taxes, amounted to 
2.2% for Ontario, while the increase for Quebec was 
only 1.9%. On the other hand, there was an increase 
of 13.2% for Nova Scotia, 10.7% for Alberta, 7.8% for 
New Brunswick and 7.1% for British Columbia. 


TABLE 1. Summary Statistics of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces, 1953 


Employment and payroll 
Number of Receipts Amusement | Number of x 
Province establish- (excluding taxes paid Salaries 
ments taxes) admissions Male Female ed 
wages 
ARE = = ae 

CEYTETI ESS ee 1, 906 | 100, 889, 361 | 12, 760,235 | 241, 182,726 | 9,027 6, 723 | 20, 018, 413 
Newfoundland ... a eee 58 1, 174,724 151893 3, 545, 082 120 62 198, 706 
Prince Edward Island 12 347, 294 60, 169 993, 850 26 19 395 Dee 
BUM SC OCIA ...s0ccseeseocsoersedecccss 84 4,177, 407 466, 147 11, 745, 207 355 306 727, 816 
INC WRETUNS WICK sc. 63 2, 724, 148 314, 402 7, 610, 543 241 263 485, 041 
PCD CCH). 25s scce lesscseee 436 25, 405, 212 3, 804, 026 95, 615, 636 27625 1, 038 4, 286, 373 
CO SERRES 536 39, 570, 781 4, 649, 381 93, 348, 088 3, 514 2, 840 8, 459, 267 
Manitoba... ‘ 154 5, 030, 045 550, 154 14, 569, 081 469 292 1,079, 825 
Saskatchewan . 4 199 4, 583, 073 253, 803 110851, 062 476 403 856, 530 
LATTES SAR 7, 676, 634 752, 697 17, 254, 881 536 453 1, 266, 320 
British Columbia! ............... , 10, 200, 043 1, 757, 603 24, 649, 296 665 787 2, 619, 418 


1. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


TABLE 2. Receipts of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces, 1947 to 1953 
(Excluding amusement taxes) 


Province 
| = a oer 
$ $ $ $ $ 

Canada... 62, 865, 279 | 69, 657, 248 | 77,419,472 | 82, 707, 762 | 90, 986, 110 98,851,349 | 100, 889,361 
Newfoundland — om 820, 107 863, 734 1, 098, 611 1,150,686 1, 174, 724 
Prince Edward Island 2991890 281, 995 280,631 286, 334 313, 090 336,700 347, 294 
D Scotia... 2, 666, 189 296: 321 3, 109, 262 3, 266, 536 3, 454, 965 3,688,920 4, 177, 407 
New Brunswick 1,174, 036 1, 993, 102 2, 048, 091 2:053,999 2, 307, 605 2,021,474 2, 124, 148 
in 13, 918, 163 | 16, 405,929 | 19, 240, 015 | 21,310,810 | 22, 629,851 | 24, 932, 302 25, 405, 212 
PENEATIO st... 27, 043, 278 | 29, 523, 367 | 31, 862, 708 | 34,083, 166 | 38, 052, 587 40,463,904 39, OO, OL 
MÉRACODA LS 3, 926,223 3, 109, 443 4, 235, 223 4, 197, 205 4, 604, 683 4,812,497 5, 030, 045 
Saskatchewan 29149301 3, 220, 907 39007125 3,000, 695 3, 738, 865 4,479,432 4, 583, 073 
BRUDETEG, ..0..0100cc0- 41117566 4, 245, 121 


British Columbia! .... 


ee 


7, 058, 888 


Note, Prior to 1949 receipts from community enterprises were included here, 
1. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


4,924,371 | 5,314, 331 | 6,044,996| 6,937, 291 7, 676, 634 
7,539,053 | 7,538,939 | 7,826, 356 | 8, 740,857 | 9,522, 143 10, 200, 043 


In 1953 the seating capacity of regular theatres 
increased by 2.4% while the potential capacity rose 
by 1.7% over 1952. Potential capacity is computed 
by multiplying the number of seats in each theatre 
by the number of performances and cumulating the 
results. Only 29.5% of a potential capacity of 
818,625,591 was utilized in 1953. Capacity utiliza- 
tion was highest in Newfoundland at 36.3% and 
lowest in Quebec at 27.1%. 


Over thirty-nine per cent of the 1953 business 
went to theatres in Ontario, which also had 35.5% of 
the total seating capacity. Quebec theatres, with 
24.4% of total seating capacity, obtained 25.2% of 
the total business. British Columbia had 9.5% of 
seating capacity and 10.1% of receipts while Alberta 
with 7.5% of the seats reported 7.6% of total busi- 
ness. All the other provinces had lesser percentages 
of receipts than of seating capacity. 


The average admission price, excluding taxes, 
reached a new high of 42 cents in 1953 compared 
with 40 cents in 1952. Quebec ranked first with an 
average admission price of 46 cents while Newfound- 
land was the lowest with 33 cents. Calgary led all 
Canadian cities with an average admission price of 
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50 cents. The figures given in Table 3 for average 
admission price are based on receipts, excluding 
taxes. In order to show the average price paid by an 
individual for admission to a theatre, the following 
figures, based on total receipts including taxes, are 
presented: 


Average Admission Price (Including Taxes) 


CANAL cen kee PRES 47¢ 
NG WE OUNGL ANG ois ctstesice ty <xicesnsel ye tend eases eee T¢ 
Prince Edward Island 622... 41¢ 
NOVA SCObEA nt an roro: Pt eee 40 
N@W. BrunsS Wick. 2.11: RE 40¢ 
QUEDEC. saisit mire Me ER oot 
ONTATIO secret ee dese casas deere eee oe EE AT¢ 
MANITODA scene mette eeeee eee .38 
Saskat che Wan rec teats. aera eae Al¢ 
DAID ON: Sin conter eee sas ete. 49 
British Columbia! 2,52 =e .49¢ 


1. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


The following table gives the principal sta- 
tistics of motion picture theatres, by provinces and 
for selected cities for 1953. Separate figures are 
given for all cities in which four or more theatres 
were in operation. 


TABLE 3. Principal Statistics of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces and for 
Selected Cities!, 1953 


Province 5 : Receipts Number Potential Average | Average? 
and ee Baa (excluding He ee of paid number of capacity jadmission 
City mente taxes) admissions admissions utilized price 
Le ee 
$ $ % ¢ 

Canada 2 3 1, 906 | 978, 162 | 100, 889,361 | 12, 760, 235 | 241, 182, 726 | 818, 625, 591 29 42 
Newfoundland ............ 58 | 17, 006 1,174, 724 151, 853 3,545, 082 9, 770, 034 36 33 
Shere OMS rs 6 5, 478 605, 346 93; 150 1,762,258 | 5, 127, 408 34 34 
Other places 921101105288 569, 378 98, 703 1, 782,824 | 4,642,626 38 32 
Prince Edward Island 12 4, 734 347, 294 60, 169 993,850 | 2, 961,661 34 35 
Nova Scotia ................ | 84 | 43,470 4,177,407 466,147 | 11,745,207 | 36,548, 719 32 36 
PULA ane ré 10 | 8,841 1, 339, 555 | 141, 99911.03,518, 292 | 11, 071, 398 30 40 
Shido oleh Paper Sense 5 3, 627 392, 790 45, 796 Wal 2; OLG, |, RIB Ti oS2 40 34 
Other places. .......... 69 | 31,002 2, 445, 062 | 279,016 | 7,254,959 | 22, 539, 789 32 34 
New Brunswick .......... 63 | 31,482 2, 724,148 | 314,402 7, 610,543 | 24,300,352 | 31 36 
Moncton ssesesssssesonene | 4 3, 420 454,597 | 61, 216 1,109,716 | 3, 280, 320 34 | 41 
Saint John .............. 6 5, 843 763, 906 91, 106 1,944,239 | 6, 808, 152 | 29 39 
Other places O38] 225,219 1, 505, 645 162, 080 4, 556, 588 | 14, 211, 880 32 33 
QueEN OG rss | 436 | 238,123 | 25,405,212 | 3, 804,026 | 55,615,636 | 204, 965, 671 27 46 
MONET ruse | 72 | 71,675 | 12, 120, 764 | 1, 806, 970 | 25, 132, 096 | 98,681, 294 25 48 
Verdun sessesesssosesees 4 3, 780 575,641 | 91, 128 1, 259, 541 4, 834, 466 26 46 
QUE DEC ss cs 14 | 11,998 | 1,903,991 248,153 4, 308, 841 14, 891, 398 29 44 
HULL se nnnesrsense 4 Slat: 426, 636 | 61, 654 1,024, 1707 4, 000, 568 26 42 
Joliette ........0cereeeeneee AN 280) 140,047 | 14, 238 285, 683 954, 920 30 49 
ROUYN weesesreessersenseees | 5 | 2,646 258,346 | 39, 021 540, 244 2, 587, 156 21 48 
Sherbrooke ….….… 5 | 4,289 | 521,036 | 78, 240 1,062, 496 | 4, 187, 235 25 49 
Three Rivers ces | ANUS DZD 437, 321] 61,049 | 1,055, 579 | 2,983,344 35 41 
Other places 324 |134, 288 9, 021, 430 | 1,372,973 | 20,946,979 | 71, 845, 290 29 43 
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TABLE 3. Principal Statistics of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces and for 
Selected Cities1, 1953 — concluded 


Province : Receipts Number Potential Average | Average2 
and Giles cates (excluding 4, Le of paid number of | capacity [admission 
City hea | taxes) admissions admissions | utilized price 
| | a 
$ $ %o ¢ 
COLIN? sure 347,219 | 39,570,781 | 4,649,381 93, 348, 088 | 326, 422, 809 29 42 
Toronto ..sseseseeeseeeee 94, 480 12, 317, 919 1, 511, 843 26, 348, 245 | 94,316, 982 28 47 
Hamilton . 23 19, 929 2, 425, 748 MOUSE 5, 393, 436 18, 921, 240 29 45 
TOLER WA ...0e0s00 19 17, 402 2, 414, 455 282,309 6, O27, 013 20, 718, 746 29 40 
Windsor wae 9 9, 071 1, 004, 989 117, 030 AR MUA SIR: 11, 924, 224 19 44 
MONUON nu. 8 7,979 1, 445, 295 178, 604 3, 091, 627 10, 288, 200 30 47 
KANPSCON 2... 4 3, 862 523,620 59, 249 1255 107 5, 462, 808 23 42 
Fort William .... 6 4,716 564, 885 63, 706 1, 273, 014 6, 076, 512 21 44 
RONDPATENUT 2... 4 Soa 487, 887 55, 960 1, 057, 685 5, 348, 304 20 46 
St. Catharines ........ 5 4, 000 548, 877 65, 330 1, 399, 719 5, 354, 856 26 39 
DUCID HE VE cecetoesseccsceces 7 6, 033 1, 145, 990 130, 458 28453, 300 7,469, 592 33 47 
BTANDLOT (A: 5e ssssscese 5 4, 940 525,51 59, 571 1, 253, 898 6, 112, 782 21 42 
KEIUCHENEN sers. 5 4,71 646, 922 75, 079 1, 644, 766 5, 126, 680 32 39 
Peterborough .......... 4 3, 441 489, 318 54, 837 1, 216, 293 4, 783, 584 25 40 
SOR Ce eee ee 4 3, 663 372,415 42, 068 888, 941 ae, 021104 2D 42 
CHARS 4 Sails 401, 124 48, 123 906, 708 3, 386, 904 Di 44 
OSNAWA Lin... 4 3, 001 533, 749 62, 033 1, 279, 319 3, 949, 920 32 42 
Sault Ste. Marie .... 4 SON 563, 241 64, 888 1, 366, 247 4, 583, 488 30 41 
RIGLTINILTUS cesse 4 3, 805 442, 214 52, 136 1, 121172 3, 561, 480 31 39 
Owen Sound ............ 4 2, 418 243, 486 27,435 607, 116 1, 845, 168 33 40 
Other places: .:c:...... 303 | 143, 088 12, 473, 174 1,426,143 | 32,485, 867 | 103, 664, 155 31 38 
Manitoba ..............0000.. 154 63, 868 5, 030, 045 550, 154 14,569, 081 | 46,123,562 32 35 
MIDMUDEE 55058 cc 35 26, 880 3, 23211089 407, 548 8, 196, 370 30, 277, 350 27 39 
Other places 119 36, 988 1, 797, 962 142, 606 0,572, Ti 15, 846, 212 40 28 
Saskatchewan 199 | 65,848 4,583, 073 253, 803 11, 851, 062 | 38, 906, 793 30 39 
SASK ALON 22-100 7 5, 793 809, 268 55, 166 2, 061, 982 8, 498, 100 24 39 
EPINAL. serre 7 6, 095 939, 918 STE 2187 AT 7, 620, 730 29 43 
MOOSE JAW .....ccceeeeee 4 2, 596 319, 423 33, (ol 869, 146 3, 147, 008 28 on 
Other places 181 51, 364 2, 514, 464 93, 511 6, 732, 417 19, 640, 955 34 37 
ANUS ee 191 73, 194 7, 676, 634 752,697 | 17,254, 881 | 51,186,228 34 44 
MULMONCOM cox.esceeh ots 15 11,837 2 314, Ook 228, 020 4, 782, 476 13, 805, 894 35 48 
KO ANOARY. ce 14 10, 735 2, 065, 922 221, 009 4, 155, 197 13, 726, 414 30 50 
Melhbridge..…........ 4 2, 818 418, 734 39, 426 976, 539 3, 299, 296 30 43 
Other places 158 47, 804 2, 877, 447 264, 242 7, 340, 669 20, 354, 624 36 39 
British Columbia? .... 173 93,218 | 10, 200, 043 1,757,603 | 24,649,296 | 77,439, 762 32 41 
VANCOUVER... ses 40 35, 193 4, 517,971 781, 729 10, 725, 774 39, 109, 974 27 42 
DHGLOTIA ES... cescer A Thre 145 1, 003, 201 175, 739 2, 279, 061 8, 649, 264 26 44 
New Westminster .. 5 3, 424 489, 370 85, 759 1, 212, 826 3, 879, 096 31 40 
Other placesS ........ 121 | 46, 856 4, 189, 501 714,376 | 10,431,635 | 25, 801, 428 40 40 
Re =) ice = ES eee 


1. Includes only those theatres located within the in 


corporated limits of the city. 


2. Total receipts (excluding taxes) divided by number of admissions, No corrections are made for juvenile atten- 


dance, matinee and evening prices, etc. 
3. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


Employment 


There were 17,651 persons employed during the 
year 1953 in motion picture theatres, of which 1,516 
were working proprietors and family members not 
receiving a regular salary and 385 salaried proprie- 
tors. The 15,750 paid employees, including working 
executives of incorporated companies, received 
$20,018,413 in salaries and wages. Of the 15,750 
paid employees 14,258 were engaged in the operation 
of theatres which were open 300 days or more during 


the year and these received $19,228,653 in salaries 
and wages. The projectionists and assistant pro- 
jectionists numbered 2,156 and they received 
$6,278,966 in salaries and wages. Part-time theatres, 
those operating less than 300 days during the year 
employed 1,492 persons who received salaries and 
wages amounting to $789,760. Projectionists and 
assistant projectionists in these theatres numbered 
434 and received salaries totalling $345,855. 
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TABLE 4. Employnent and Payroll, 1953 


ete ar Assistant 
Period of operation Total Total Projectionists projectionists All other employees 
and province employees payroll aah T 
M. ol Salaries | M.| F.| Salaries | M. Salaries 
$ s | $ $ 
Total, all theatres 15, 750 \20, 018, 413 |2,135 | 26 |6,378, 251 |384| 45) 246,570) 6,508 13,393, 592 
Full-time (operating 300 
days and over): 

Canada...) 14, 258 |19, 228, 653 |1,821 | 13 |6, 060,842 |288| 34) 218,124/5, 963 |6, 139| 12,949, 687 
Newfoundland... 153 188, 258 26| — 48,576, 8| — 7,478 61 58 132, 204 
Prince Edward Island ........ 40 41,465 4) — TENTE 2| — 1168 15 19 28,574 
NOVA SCOR M TR. nee 606 703 221 15 1 181,847) 11) — 510 230 289 5162274 
New BrunsSWiCK:......... 448 454, 512 61| — 151022 1 1 810 147 238 322, 680 
QUICDEC?, ciccceesccescessesssve docstoc 3,323) 4,077, 812 447 511,023,026 114 5 GAGS loko 937| 2,987,623 
Ontario ire 6,073| 8,282,859| 671 312,755,345| 48 2| 37,265/|2,617)| 2,732) 5,490, 249 
Manitoba) s.:cecnc-scorseccsdecewescscss 888] 1,033,039 103; — 314563 37 5 44,956 258 485 673,520 
SASKALCHEWANT ees: 611 761,311 79| — 232 WSC | 835)|| TP? AOE) POT) PAKS 501,770 
AlbDertaeets rt 803| 1,145,932} 128) 4] 396,741, 20| 6 1353 20i\eercO Sieeoon 735, 864 
British Columbia”. 1,313] 2,544,254) 227) — 969,837] 12 3 13,425! 349} 722) 1,560,992 


Part-time (operating 
less than 300 days): 


CANADA ricer rose scesenceteese 1,492 789,760) 314/ 13| 317,409| 96) 11, 28,446) 545) 513 443,905 
Newfoundland... 29 10, 448 oe 2,862) 4) — 999 16 4 6, 587 
Prince Edward Island ........ 5 1,662 il = ED. Ai) = 862 1 = 150 
NOVA SCOR 55 24,595 LO 107790 2:0): | 2,314 24 16 Lo 
New Brunswick... 56 30, 529 it 1 12,424) 4| — 679 7 23 17, 426 
QUEDEC ele eee 340 208, 561 tbe = Dr, 1091181004 6,655| 160 82 144, 147 
ONTANLO ns 281 176, 408 45| — HAPIISINIZ IE 4,035| 121 103 101,175 
Manitoba Eee 133 46, 786 34| 4 28,974, 7 2 172189 30 56 16,623 
Saskatchewan ...........cceccees 268 95, 219 70| 2 49,262| 23| 3 4, 382 62| 108 41, 979 
AUD CTA re mea 186 120, 388 391 53/0331 9/2 2,744 76 59 64, 111 


British Columbia! .............. 139 75,164 28| — 30,185| 11| — 4,587 38 62 40, 392 
2a SS ee Se de ae ee le ls 


1. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


TABLE 5. Proprietors of Unincorporated Firms!, 1953 


ne ne 


Period of operation Total ue eo (Le Without SABLE 
an eS DESC rey et ite Male | Female Salaries Male | Spemate 
+ +— 
$ 
Total all heaires 2 rt ou 1,901 280 105 | 705,392 936 580 
Full-time (operating 300 days and over): 

CRRD TR D ed ln ee 877 185 54 | 619,846 411 227 
Ne NIOUNAIANA net eae er es nes 13 5 2 7,187 6 = 
Prince Waward SLA nee uf! 1 ~ 1,128 4 2 
NOVA CONTA eo Re) le 20 2 = 3,004 i 7 
NON PTS NI CRU crest oe cae ee ARS 25 3 1 7, 280 14 7 
CEST TRE AR NE AE Es AR sorta? 266 55 18 | 168,102 124 69 
COD GREL rise ne cee Syme ene atare me 183 41 10| 166,094 87 45 
MAITRE ie as a Pe a ee 83 9 4 38,785 42 28 
OW RALCHO WAN IN Re De et ee 65 18 5 31,679 26 16 
BUDO SRE RER RE ER a ARS RAR Pr 141 37 9| 142,319 65 30 
British Colnnbia ts. ir ar ee 74 14 5 54, 268 32 23 

Part-time (operating less than 300 days): 

COR TS nd NOR 1,024 95 51 85,546 525 353 
Nemtondiand ia eect ee ae 81 7 2 3,595 54 18 
Bande: Edward laide eek 14 1 1 1,475 8 4 
Ninety Ret A ne ee ee een VUS 21 2 1 792 11 7 
N'EWIBIUNSWICKE SR ds nrn sense nine ee ee 20 3 2 19152 9 6 

227 33 18 24,417 105 71 

109 9 6 13, 004 52 

111 59 

242 29 16 18,558 113 85 
133 7 4 18, 193 73 49 
66 4 1 5,660 41 20 


1. Including family members not receiving a regular salary. 
2. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
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Ownership 


class received 58% of the receipts and 54% of the 
admissions. There was little change in the amount 
of business attributed to each of the categories as 
compared with 1952. 


In 1953 circuits operating four or more theatres 
obtained 71% of total receipts and 68% of admis- 
sions, although they formed only 37% of Canada’s 
1,906 regular theatres. Circuits in the 20-and-over 


TABLE 6. Motion Picture Theatres Classified According to Number of Establishments Under Same 
Ownership, Canada 1930, 1940, 1953 


Number of Receipts (excludin ees 
Y i p 8 
Tope eed establishments amusement taxes) Admissions 
under same ownership Re 
Number | 
1930 
ODA sde ni tant a tecu eos creuse 915 100.0 38,130, 100 100.0 _ _ 
UNE 0208 ei ue Geet Se Te 656 WANT 15, 772, 000 41.4 — = 
MNDPUIOIENrTEC. RE ME M ee 92 10.1 6, 390, 200 16.7 — = 
HACUTREUIAURO VEL: us 2 RER A RE rentes 167 1922 15,967, 900 41.9 — = 
1940 
EL nie RSR SE 2 nee 1,229 100. 0 37,474,122 100.0 | 151,590, 799 100.0 
OCEAN 576 46.9 9,319, 639 24.9 43, 084, 387 28.4 
Two and three 212 17,3 4,085, 878 10.9 19, 366,119 12.8 
Four to nineteen 148 12.0 4,101, 564 10.9 17,519, 259 1156 
COSTA AN OS PRE EE 293 23.8 19,967,041 53.3 71,621, 034 47.2 
1953 
ITA ee 1, 906 100.0 | 100, 889,361 100.0 | 241,182, 726 100.0 
BO OPER 0 RE MORE RER Se 960 50. 4 pS Ait PATATE) 19.7 53, 728, 294 2253 
Two and three... ss 240 12.6 8, 945, 262 8.9 23,415, 147 9.7 
MOURROMINELE EN c-.sesaxeceeero<uaccsaasstsegsosesbecteseee 225 11.8 13, 736, 375 13.6 34,652, 969 14.4 
Se TROUS RARE PERS er 481 29,2 58, 369, 949 514681297386, 316 5326 
ee 2 Es SRE MA pe ue 


Ninety per cent of the 1,906 theatres operating 
in 1953 used 35 mm. projection equipment and this 
group accounted for 99% of receipts. These 1,713 


theatres 


had receipts of $100,204,153 


in 1953 


compared with receipts of $685,208 obtained by the 
193 theatres which used 16 mm. equipment. In 1952 


there were 1,671 theatres using 35 mm. equipment 
with receipts of $98,322,322 and 172 theatres using 
16 mm. equipment with receipts of $529,027. The 
following table presents statistics of motion picture 
theatres by size of projection equipment and prov- 
inces for 1953. 


TABLE 7. Motion Picture Theatres by Size of Projection Equipment, by Provinces, 1953 


Province 


Newfoundland 


eee een EEE IT ILES 


Prince Edward Island 


Nova Scotia 
New Brunswick 


Quebec .. 


Le 


ÉCCEECECEEEETEE ELITE 


Saskatc hewan eee 
Alberta .. 


pene ewenecee 


Number of theatres Receipts Amusement Paid 
using (excluding taxes) taxes admissions 
= a cs 2 
35mm, 16 mm. 35mm, 16mm, 35mm, 16mm, 35mm, 16mm, 
equipment | equipment equipment equipment equipment equipment equipment equipment 
1 
eh = JE 
$ $ $ $ 

1, 713 193 | 100, 204,153 | 685,208 | 12,685,521 74, 714 | 239, 392,334 1, 790,392 
21 al 1,106,917 67, 807 148, 706 ay, 0] 3,302, 923 192, 559 

12 — 347, 294 — 60, 169 — 993, 850 — 

80 4 4,169, 737 7,670 465, 287 860 11,722,474 22514193 

60 3 2 MEL, Lio 2,969 314, 204 198 7,602,162 8, 381 

395 41 25, 279,435 | 125,711 3, 785, 336 18, 690 55, 291,846 323, 790 

498 38 39,429,121 | 141,660 4,632,591 16,790 | 92,954, 766 393, 322 

143 11 5, 006, 348 23,097 548, 186 1,968 14, 499, 328 69,753 

LA 22 4,521,442 | 61,631 253, 803 — 11, 701, 796 149, 266 

168 23 7,568,072 | 108, 562 742, 946 9,751 16, 968, 539 286, 342 

20 10,054,608 | 145,435 1, 734, 293 23,310 24, 305, 050 344, 246 
a # fe L LITE) EC LS 


Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
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PART 2. — DRIVE-IN THEATRES 


The number of drive-in theatres increased from 
104 in 1952 to 174 in 1953 while total car capacity 
increased by 47%. Receipts rose by almost 33% from 
$4,409,426 in 1952 to $5,862,920 in 1953. In the 
year under review there were 11,134,788 paid admis- 
sions compared with 8,379,586 the previous year 
while amusement taxes amounted to $685,389 in 
1953 compared with $540,390 in 1952. Ontario’s 
68 drive-ins collected $2,572,095 in receipts as 
well as $323,516 in amusement taxes and accounted 


Number of drive-in theatres.. 
Total capacity, Cars... 
Receipts (excluding taxes) .. $ 
Amusement taxes ...............008 $ 
Number of paid admissions 


9,975 
658, 641 
131, 124 

1,595, 947 


for nearly 44% of paid admissions. A particular 
feature of 1953 was the increase in drive-in theatres 
in Canada’s western provinces. 


For Canada as a whole in 1953 there were 
1,972 persons employed in drive-in theatres and 
salaries and wages amounted to $1,432,636. Of the 
total employees, 194 were projectionists who receiv- 
ed $420,326 for their services. The steady growth of 
drive-in theatres is shown in the following table. 


50, 497 74, 419 
4,409, 426 5, 862,920 
540, 390 685, 389 
8,379,586] 11,134, 788 


No. of : 
: Receipts Number of 
Province estab- Car (excluding Amuseme nt paid 
lish- capacity taxes eet 
ments taxes) admissions 
$ $ 
Canada SE eee 174 74,419 5, 862,920 685, 389 11,134, 788 
NénIOoURdANnTE IE ER ee tree — _ — — 
Prince Baward Islande. 2 1 1 1 1 
NOYA SCO AS se 4 1 1 1 1 
NG WweBruns WICK see ee 6 2,665 161, 004 13,779 321,269 
GUC DEC es eee ee _ — — | —_ — 
ONtATIO NE ee 68 33,825 2, D12, 095 3237916 4,869,454 
MARLODA SR en 13 6,639 471, 304 72,565 898,848 
SAS KAICNEN AN re re 29 7,965 608, 606 13,868 1 126448 
AIDEFTA RS AE RER aes ere eee 29 11,397 936,026 83, 207 1, 700, 689 
BritisheColumbplage seu reo 23 9, 508 O23 wale 160, 265 1, 859, 196 


1. Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals. 
TABLE 9. Employment and Payroll, 1953 


: ë Assistant 
nee Total Total Projectionists projectionists All other employees 
employees] payroll 
F. | Salaries MIRE Salaries | M [Fr Salaries 
$ $ $ $ 
CDR aus 1,972 |1,432,636| 179| — | 412,991| 14 1 7,335 | 1,132 1,012,310 
Newfoundland ................... _ = — oS = = = = =i 
Prince Edward Island...... 1 1 1 - 1 — — — 1 
Nova SCOtiA ss: 1 1 1 — 1 _ _ — 1 
New Brunswick ...........0...- ADR TS ae 5,1798| —| — - 18, 375 
UIE DE Circe re ne _ — _ — = = — — = 
D'ARTS ee eee eee 922| 626,629| 79| — | 219,823 2| — 394 406, 412 
Manitoba #2 ae. 161 fr 10, 2674) 14). = 23, 750 86, 437 
Saskatchewan ................. 205| 132,291) 21| — 28.948| | 1 6,021 97,402 
Alberta re eee 321 100225 ,639 | 20) — 46,821 1} — 90 178, 728 
British Columbia... 247| 275,061} 25) — 82,647 2) — 830 191, 584 


1. Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals. 
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PART 3. — COMMUNITY ENTERPRISES 


This title refers to community or parish halls 
in which motion pictures are exhibited by non-profit 
organizations such as churches, lodges, Boards of 
Trade, Canadian Legion branches, etc. Although a 
regular admission is charged in these halls, they 
differ from regular theatres in that members of the 
organizations operating them frequently provide their 
services free of charge. 


In 1953 community enterprises showed an ad- 
vance in terms of number of establishments, number 
of admissions and receipts. Receipts of $1,851,685, 
exclusive of amusement taxes, were reported by 669 
establishments, an increase of 8.7% over the 


$1,702,824 reported by 657 establishments in 1952. 
Amusement taxes collected in 1953 totalled $105,057 
compared with $96,314 in 1952. Attendance at motion 
picture exhibition in these halls was 5,647,668 in 
1953 and represented 36% utilization of potential 
capacity. The average admission price, excluding 
taxes, was 33 cents in 1953 compared with 32 cents 
in 1952. Two provinces, Quebec and Saskatchewan, 
accounted for over 60% of these community enter- 
prises, 


While 519 community enterprises used 16 mm. 
equipment compared with 150 using 35 mm. equip- 
ment, the latter group accounted for 55% of the 
receipts and 52% of the total admissions. 


TABLE 10, Principal Statistics of Community Enterprises, by Provinces, 1953 


Receipts 
(excluding 
taxes) 


Seating 


Province ; 
capacity 


LEE SERA ER 151,650 | 1, 851, 685 


Newfoundland ............ i), PAI 146, 666 
Prince Edward Island 3 3 

NOVAS OCOUA. 1... 738 3,665 
New Brunswick 3 

MAC DE CU sci 584, 743 
BORG ATION: Mode cioccc coe ees 110, 498 
MANILODA een 109, 324 
Saskatchewan 5202176 
PMIDETUA ES. cto coscoset.. 197, 563 


160, 165 


Number of Potential Ave. Ca- Ave. ad- 
paid number of pacity mission 
admissions | admissions utilized price! 


5, 647, 668 | 15, 791, 168 33 
529,718 | 1,318,709 28 
3 4 3 
10,755 22, 064 34 
43 3 3 
1,843,132] 5,829, 276 32 
324. 829 904, 800 34 
366, 756 962, 944 30 
1,512, 048 | 4,084, 238 34 
588,797 | 1,740, 735 


408, 489 803,812 


1. Total receipts (excluding taxes) divided by number of admissions. No corrections are made for juvenile attend- 
ance, matinee and evening prices, etc. 

2. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 

3. Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals. 


TABLE 11, Percentage Distribution of Community Enterprises by Size of Projection Equipment, 
by Provinces, 1953 


Number of Receipts : ewe 
community | % of see ae ee ts 
Province enterprises using (excluding taxes) 
35 mm. 16 mm. 35 mm. 16 mm. 35 mm. 16 mm. 
equipment equipment equipment equipment equipment equipment 
COTE A RSR ee 150 519 55.2 44.8 52.2 47.7 
SEs 4 42 44.5 5515 41.1 58.9 
Pince Edward Island... 1 1 2 2 2 2 
is — 4 — 100.0 — 100.0 
ONE ETS SRE 1 6 2 2 2 2 
LE Me ER RE OI 30 183 57.9 42.1 52.9 47.1 
CNE PR RE SE RE oe ANTON 2 52 26.4 7376 19.1 80.9 
LE PL A PP LT 22 5 80.8 19.2 Simo 18:5 
OO Rene on 130 63.0 37.0 5907 40.3 
Et Retro et Re 19 61 or 49,8 50.9 49,1 
Columbia Ai. TR a. 9 30 42.8 Dine 45.9 54.1 


1. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


2. Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals. 
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PART 4. — HALLS SERVICED BY ITINERANT EXHIBITORS 


In 1953 there were 154 itinerant exhibitors 
giving performances in 805 halls across the country 
compared with 158 operators in 812 halls in 1952. 
In this report the term ‘‘itinerant’’ is used to define 
those exhibitors using portable equipment and show- 
ing moving pictures inmore than one town or village. 
Total receipts of these exhibitors, excluding amuse- 
ment taxes, fell from $495,584 in 1952 to $468,562 
in 1953 while the number of paid admissions de- 
clined from 1,487,420 to 1,381,655. On the other 


hand the average admission price rose by one cent 
while amusement taxes increased from $30,446 to 
$31,859. 

Halls serviced by itinerant operators are of 
particular importance in Newfoundland where 249 
were reported in 1953 compared with 247 in 1952; 
receipts, however, declined from $86,731 to $70,357. 
For Canada as a whole, all the exhibitors used 
16 mm. projection equipment with the exception of 
four who reported the use of 35 mm. projectors. 


TABLE 12. Principal Statistics of Halls Serviced by Itinerant Exhibitors, by Provinces, 1953 


Number 


Province Of halla 


Quebec 
Ontario 


era de D. 4 admission 
taxes) admissions price 

$ $ ¢ 
468, 562 31, 859 1, 381, 655 34 
10); BOU 1, 790 201, 278 39 

2 2 2 2 
il, Wie! 2,828 74,676 28 

2 2 2 2 
29, 161 3,900 SMS 34 
96,047 10, 346 2932809 33 
25,633 DST 98, 341 26 
109, 261 — SUS Le 35 
80, 082 6, 399 210,415 38 
31270 4,677 86, 182 36 


1. Total receipts (excluding taxes) divided by number of admissions. No corrections are made for juvenile attend- 


ance, matinee and evening prices, etc. 


2. Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals. 


PART 5. — FILM EXCILANGES 


In 1953 film exchange companies handled a 
volume of business amounting to $35,446,293 which 
represented a 4.3% increase over the $33,979,599 
handled in 1952. There was an increase in film 
rentals from $32,911,042 in 1952 to $34,436,609 in 
1953 but in the same period advertising receipts 
dropped from $567,144 to $533,977 and receipts 
from other sources decreased from $501,413 to 
$475,707. 


Of the total film rental receipts of $34,436,609, 
83.8% or $28,871,729 represented 35 mm. films for 
theatrical use. The value of 16 mm. film rentals for 
theatrical use was $2,022,112. 


New films of all types released during 1953 
numbered 3,521, of which 2,983 were for theatrical 
use on a commercial basis. Table 15 shows the 
classification of new films by type, size and lan 
guage. 


Segregation of the 1,289 new feature films re- 


leased in 1953 as to country of origin was as 
follows: 
UnitediStates er RME eee 779 
Frances seeds tenant mae 290 
GreatreRritein cesse 147 
Canada sie RS ret eee 2 
Italy ME ne ds RER 41 
Other countTIeS A cai ee ee 30 
Total new feature films........................ 1,289 
Other countries involved such widely-separated 


geographical regions as Hungary, U.S.S.R., Germany, 
Czechoslovakia, Sweden, Spain, Australia and India. 
Of the total new features released, 981 were in 
black and white while 308 were produced in colour. 
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TABLE 13. Principal Statistics of Film Exchanges in Canada, 1934, 1940 to 1953 


Average number 


oe of employees Salaries and wages ieceipts 
Female Male Female Film rentals |Advertising | Other sources 
$ $ $ $ $ 
1934. 344 230 923, 400 7,370, 200! 2 2 
I nee 442 296 810, 407 413,095 | 11, 445, 167 385, 504 50, 224 
CME hy ea Rea 415 347 832, 400 434, 281 | 12, 368, 446 373, 349 6, 157 
Qe SRE 414 381 |1,072, 289 410,654 |13, 892, 093 370, 740 1e 01) 
ROSE... 409 498 |1,070, 014 614, 247 | 15, 163, 355 339, 891 48, 031 
LCS ee ee 420 490 |1, 189, 821 654, 376 |16, 516,073 346, 636 95, 765 
LES) SES 530 587 |1, 303, 009 688, 667 |17, 490, 264 358, 250 127,953 
DOLGRENR EE. 505 449 |1, 440, 177 668,997 |18, 652, 892 370, 250 124, 433 
OA TS 2... 548 545 |1, 664, 348 752,867 |19, 464, 706 429, 455 224, 908 
OA an ae er 623 596 |1, 797, 045 866,059 | 21,591, 712 443, 645 213; 153 
ONS rece. cose cee 590 534 |1, 907, 769 828,052 | 24, 893, 657 475, 424 410, 368 
1950 564 572 |1, 956, 088 940, 534 |26, 800, 789 487, 392 409, 699 
LOE UES eee ee 15420 3, 071, 545 29, 225, 867 551,048 341, 798 
OS DR sie acceso ts 582 618 | 2,066,494 |1,062,033 |32, 911, 042 567, 144 501, 413 
OS SR secs ies 584 648 | 2,332,606 |1, 208,070 |34, 436, 609 533, 977 475, T07 


1. Includes receipts from advertising and other sources. 
2. Included with ‘‘Film rentals’’. 


TABLE 14. Film Rental Receipts by Use and Size of Film, 1953 


Non-Theatrical Use 


$ 


Total — All Uses 
$ 


Theatrical Use 
$ 


Le ERP RE SERRE 28, 871, 729 3, 193, 636 32, 025, 365 
D UT an NOR RE MN awsacneseens 2, 022, 112 389, 132 2, 411, 244 
ROME PRET PR TR Re 30, 893, 841 3, 542, 768 34, 436, 609 


TABLE 15. Type, Size and Language of New Films Released, 1953 


Total English French Other 


Type and size of film all 
ju languages language language languages 


Short Subjects: 
Cartoons: 
ORAN Re teen A M en eh eee 2 260 1 4 
BE CUT MER re PR snieie4 184 lly ie 4 3 
Newsreels: 
PUG BELT nn De dees cian Press svnasteenewasaestase ae 162 162 — = 
DONNER Soran an tr yh eee ee Re ee rer ee 468 364 104 — 
Other 
NO Nr RE SP NOR Re eee 876 817 48 11 


LIT Me EE RE D NES 271 | 267 4 mA 
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PART 6. — NATIONAL FILM BOARD ACTIVITIES 


In addition to its primary duty of presenting 
the Canadian scene at home and abroad through 
information films, the National Film Board co- 
ordinates the film activities of federal government 
departments. Both its own and sponsored produc- 
tions are distributed through rural circuits, provin- 
cial and community libraries, commercial theatres 


and television outlets in Canada. The Board also 
distributes its own and sponsored productions in 
ternationally through Canadian Posts, educational 
institutions and theatrical and television outlets 
abroad. Through the courtesy of the Board, the 
following summary of operations during the fiscal 
year 1953-54 is presented. 


Production 


During 1953-54, production activities resulted 
in the completion of 181 films of one reel or more 
and thirty-two filmstrips. In addition, the Board 
produced six newsclips, five trailers and fifty-nine 
newsreel stories. Of the 181 films produced during 
the year, seventy-nine were originals, forty-four 
were revisions of existing films and fifty-eight were 
language versions. Sixty of the completed films 
were French language films, 109 were English and 
twelve were foreign language productions. Twenty- 
one of the films were produced in colour. 


In addition to the Board’s own productions, 
twenty films were produced by private firms on 
contract with the board. 


Twenty-one of the completed films were spon- 
sored by federal government departments. 


National Film Board films won a total of eight- 
een awards during the year, thirteen international 
awards and five Canadian. 


Theatrical & Television Distribution in Canada 


Forty-four films were produced for theatrical 
distribution during 1953-54. This total included the 
‘“‘Canada Carries On’* and ‘‘Eye Witness’’ series 
which are one reel shorts released monthly to 
Canadian theatres. French language versions of 
these titles are released under the titles ‘‘En Avant 
Canada’’ and ‘‘Coup d’Oeil ’’. 


Also produced for theatrical distribution was 
‘‘The Stratford Adventure’’, a feature film on the 
Stratford Shakespearean Festival. 


During the year NFB films had 11,438 theatrical 
bookings and were shown for a total of 27,461 days. 


In addition, 246 films were booked 797 times for 
television use. 


Twenty-seven original films were produced for 
the television series ‘‘On the Spot’’, a fifteen 
minute weekly show. Thirteen French programs were 
completed for ‘‘Sur le Vif’’, the French language 
counterpart of ‘‘On the Spot’’. 


The Board's second television show ‘‘Window 
on Canada’’ was a weekly half-hour show, present- 
ing NFB films with introduction and commentary by 
film critic Clyde Gilmour. The corresponding French 
language series was entitled ‘‘Regards sur le 
Canada’’, 


Non-Theatrical Distribution in Canada 


The Board maintains regional offices in each of 
the provinces and sub-offices in many of the larger 
cities. Normtheatrical distribution is administered 
by a Canadian field staff numbering sixty-one 
persons, representing the NFB in all parts of 
Canada. The field men work through provincial 
agencies, municipal libraries and many other organ- 
izations to promote distribution as widely as pos- 
Sible throughout Canada. 


During the period 1953-54, the Board reached a 
Canadian non-theatrical audience of 14,084,000 at 
200,900 showings. This marked an increase over the 
previous year of 6.3 per cent in attendance and 9.7 
per cent in number of showings. These figures do 
not include screenings of films purchased by busi- 
ness establishments and public and private organ- 
izations for their own use. 


Of the total non-theatrical audience of more 
than fourteen million, over 10% million was reached 
through borrowings from National, Provincial and 
local libraries and depots. By the end of March, 
1954 there was a total of 391 libraries and depots. 
The facilities of these libraries are extended by 
film councils which are associations of film using 
groups. At the end of March, there were 419 film 
councils, representing 10,478 film using groups. 


A large part of the non-theatrical audience is 
achieved through film circuits which are chains of 
Showing points where planned film programmes are 
distributed on a voluntary basis. There were 423 
circuits in operation during the year, embracing 
5,476 showing points. 
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Service to Schools 


Through the co-operation of provincial depart- 
ments of education and universities, NFB films and 
filmstrips are distributed extensively to rural and 
urban schools. During the year, a total of 86,800 
school showings were held to a total audience of 
6,285,000. Over half the showings took place in 
rural schools. 


Filmstrips are of particular value in educational 
work and during the year, the Board sold 13,357 
filmstrips in Canada, almost all of them to educa- 
tional organizations. 


International Distribution 


A large part of the NFB’s non-theatrical audi- 
ence lies outside of Canada. During the year, a total 
audience of 13,689,700 in other countries saw NFR 
films. This audience was reached through foreign 
posts of the Department of External Affairs and the 
Department of Trade and Commerce; through cultural 
and government agencies in other countries and 
through film libraries. There was also a very large 


unreported audience who saw prints of films which 
had been purchased by libraries and organizations. 


The Board’s films also reach a large theatrical 
audience abroad. During the year, there were 21,505 
bookings of NFB films abroad. In addition there 
were 2,019 telecasts of NFB films in other coun- 
tries, mainly in the U.S.A. 
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NOTICE 


The annual reports prepared by the Industry and Merchandising Division of the Bureau 
of Statistics are divided into 3 volumes, as follows: Volume I— The Primary Industries, 
including mining, forestry and fisheries; Volume II — Manufacturing; Volume III— Merchan- 
dising and Services. 


Volume III consists of the following parts with individual trade reports listed under 
each: 


Part I— Wholesale Statistics 


A — Wholesale Trade, 254 
*B— Operating Results of Food Wholesalers, 254 
*C — Operating Results of Dry Goods, Piece Goods and Footwear 
Wholesalers, 25¢ 
*D—1 Operating Results of Automotive Parts and Accessories 
Wholesalers, 25¢ 
2 Operating Results of Drug Wholesalers, 25¢ 
3 Operating Results of Hardware Wholesalers, 25¢ 
4 Operating Results of Plumbing and Heating Supply 
Wholesalers, 25¢ 
5 Operating Results of Household Appliance & Electrical 
Supply Wholesalers, 25¢ 


Part li— Retail Statistics 


E — General Review — (Discontinued) 
F'— Retail Trade, 50¢ 
G— Retail Chain Stores, 50¢ 
*H — Operating Results of Food Store Chains, 25¢ 
* I—Operating Results of Clothing Store Chains, 25¢ 
* J— 1 Operating Results of Variety Store Chains, 25¢ 
2 Operating Results of Drug Stores Chains, 25¢ 
3 Operating Results of Furniture Store Chains, 25¢ 
K — Operating Results of Independent Food Stores, 25¢ 
L — Operating Results of Independent Clothing Stores, 25¢ 
M — Operating Results of Independent Hardware, Furniture, Ap- 
pliance and Radio Stores, 25¢ 
N — Operating Results of Filling Stations & Garages, 25¢ 
O — 1 Operating Results of Independent General Stores, 25¢ 
2 Operating Results of Independent Restaurants, 25¢ 
3 Operating Results of Independent Fuel Dealers, 25¢ 
4 Operating Results of Independent Drug Stores, 25¢ 
5 Operating Results of Independent Jewellery Stores, 25¢ 
6 Operating Results of Independent Tobacco Stores, 25¢ 
P — Retail Consumer Credit, 25¢ 


Part Il1]— Services and Special Fields 


Q— Laundries, Cleaners and Dyers, 25¢ 

R — Motion Picture Theatres, Exhibitors and Distributors, 25¢ 
S— Hotels, 25¢ 

T—Sales Financing, 254 

U — Farm Implement and Equipment Sales, 254 

V—New Motor Vehicle Sales and Motor Vehicle Financing, 254 
W— Advertising Agencies (Memorandum), 10¢ 

X— Motion Picture Production (Memorandum), 104 


The reports are punched to permit of filing in a ring binder. 


*Biennial reports — not issued for 1954, 
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PART 1. Motion Picture Theatres 


This section deals only with regular theatres but includes those using 
both 16 mm. and 35 mm. projection equipment. In previous bulletins community 
enterprises were also included but, beginning with 1950, data on this type of 
exhibition are presented in a separate section. 


Text and Tables 1 to 8 R-7 
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PART 2. Drive-in Theatres 
Statistics for thisrecent and expanding type of motion picture exhibition are 
not included with figures for regular motion picture theatres, 
Text and Tables 9 and 10 R-12 
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PART 3. Community Enterprises 


These are community halls in which motion pictures are exhibited by non- 
profit organizations, such as churches, Boards of Trade, Canadian Legion 
branches, etc., and for which admission is charged. 


din ii To es 11 and 10e San one ne sent re sorse nan vase R-13 


PART 4. Halls serviced by Itinerant Exhibitors 


This section summarizes the activities of operators of portable equipment 
who exhibit pictures in more than one locality. 
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PART 5. Film Exchanges 


Information on the distribution of films is reviewed in this section. 
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MOTION PICTURE THEATRES, 
EXHIBITORS AND DISTRIBUTORS 


1954 


Apart from an increase of 32 in the number of 
regular theatres in operation, the only statistics in 
the following table which show a general increase 
are those relating to drive-in theatres. There were 
56 more drive-in theatres in Canada in 1954 than 
in the previous year. Receipts, excluding taxes, at 
drive-in theatres increased from $5,862,920 in 1953 
and paid admissions increased from 11,134,788. 


For Canada as a whole, the number of all types 
of theatres and halls was down 83. Receipts, ex- 
Cluding taxes, were down 3.3%, attendance was 


down 8.5%. Most of the decrease in receipts was 
due to a decrease in paid admissions at regular 
theatres. These fell from 241,182,726 in 1953 and 
receipts fell from $100,889,361. A decrease of 147 
occurred in the number of halls serviced by itin- 
erant operators and receipts and paid admissions 
fell from $468,562 and 1,381,655 respectively. 

Considerable information on the operation of 
the four tynes of motion picture entertainment and on 
film distribution is contained in this report. There 
is also a section on the activities of the National 
Film Board. 


Summary of Motion Picture Theatre Exhibition in Canada, 1954 


R 1 Dri 2 C it Halls serviced 
Item ie ar nee fee F re y by itinerant 
Theatres eatres nterprises operators 
Number of theatres and halls ............. 3h bral 1,938 230 645 658 
Receipts (excluding taxes)... $ LOS 5.155563 OAI ALAO 6,316,947 1,800, 794 385, 682 
ÉMMUSEMENT tAXES AMI ue. $ 12 9759256 12,098, 922 721,630 PB 26,189 
237, 264, 894 218, 508, 653 12, 380, 246 5, 269, 925 1,106,076 


The per Capita expenditure on motion pictures dropped slightly. Alberta and British Columbia continued 


to head the list. 


Per Capita Expenditure! on Motion Picture Entertainment, Canada and the Provinces, 
for Selected Years 


Province 1943 1946 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 
| | bi 
$ $ 1 $ $ $ $ $ $ 

UNO neat ey Pn un 5. 61 6.15 6. 89 1.12 112 8.21 8.30 7. 80 
nd. — — 2.69 2. 95 5.02 3. 90 4,03 4,43 
Prince Edward Island 3.00 Senki 3.82 Sag 3.94 4, OL 4,06 4,82 
SE ne ee 6. 68 6.44 5. 38 Deon 6.08 6,51 1.35 10702 
MOA WACK RE TE 4, 53 4,79 4.44 4,40 4, 99 D, 02 6. 02 5.86 
DELSA 4,21 4,73 5. 74 6. 20 651 6. 99 7.00 6. 04 
Egy ey et MER 0.91 1.56 8. 94 SU 9,80 10, 06 9,67 8.85 
an 4,81 5. 88 6. 20 6. 20 7,01 lool 7.74 7.81 
BEE WAT tn Se sl 4, 39 4, 67 4,84 9, O1 6.76 de 07 ie OD 
i SR ae ete Deed 5. 88 6.77 7.18 he (9 8.87 SG: 1059 
RRP Columbia? ooo. cc scccs-eccedncoensedesenes 8.29 8.10 8.59 8.47 9929 | 9. 94 ii 10. 56 10.13 


1. Based on total receipts of regular theatres, drive-ins, community enterprises and halls serviced 


Operators, 
2. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories, 


by itinerant 
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GRAPHIC, REVIEW OF THEATRE 2otatio ti as 


MILLION DOLLARS 


CANADIAN EXPENDITURES RECEIPTS AND TAXES i 
ON MOTION PICTURES,1954 120 nm Y 
7 4% 
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| Tir 
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PART I— MOTION PICTURE THEATRES, 1954 


This part deals specifically with regular motion 
‘picture theatres, and provincial and city detail is 
furnished in tables. 


Data with respect to regular theatres, introduc- 
ed in the first summary table presented, are broken 
down in Tables 1 and 2 to show provincial detail. 
Employment and payroll information is added. There 
was an increase of 208 male employees compared 
with 1953 and a decrease of 190 female employees. 
Total salaries and wages increased by $135,924 in 
1954 over the 1953 figure. 


Ontario had 15 less theatres in operation. 
Newfoundland made a gain of 9, Quebec gained 15, 
New Brunswick lost one, Alberta gained 10, and the 


other provinces made small gains or the number of 
theatres remained unchanged. 


Provincial changes in receipts ranged from an 
increase of 14.5% in Prince Edward Island to a 
decrease of 11.4% in Quebec. New Brunswick, the 
central provinces and British Columbia showed 
decreases, while the remaining provinces had in- 
creased receipts at regular theatres. The largest 
decrease in paid admissions occurred in Ontario, 
where these were 11,159,664 less than in 1953. 
Quebec followed with 8,873,405 less and British 
Columbia had 1,749,718 less. The largest increase 
in attendance was in Alberta, where slightly under 
700,000 more admissions were sold in 1954 than in 
1953, 


TABLE 1. Summary Statistics of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces, 1954 


Employment and payroll 
Number of Receipts à Number of Ar 
Province establish- (excluding | paid Salaries 
ments taxes) admissions Male |Female and 
wages 
$ de AN $ 

ANA IMen ss. OS EU 1,938 | 97,012, 140 | 12, 098, 922 | 218, 508, 653 9,235 6,533 | 20,154,337 
POW NOUTICVANG 2.2... 67 tesOl 452 DIN 3, 540, Q90 134 65 221,622 
Pace award [sland ee -........ 14 SS SEAS) 67,871 1, 0117358 28 21 Eye rp 
RUC AMIS © OUI As a... 40sccechsevedseeseckoeoess 84 4, 283, 840 471, €50 11,331, 485 381 339 793, 069 
MNOS IUNS WICK... Ru OL 62 2, 675,.844 303, 789 7, 100, 849 257 247 493, 370 
RIDE rere oe ee coda de 4514122, 006, 182 3,897, 026 CUPNC PAPE 2,454 1,047 4, 204,372 
NOESIS RER 5282697532 4, 403, 305 82, 188, 424 3, 092 2,651 8, 334, 346 
ROAD. RU. 154 5,169, 144 592.878 13, 581, 368 502 515 1,076, 863 
SASHA GOWAN «...0sevoccneverccceswesvsseees 206 5, 653,250 308, 416 1266 230 879, 420 
UNO Sr genes 201 8,464, 959 814,584 17, 947, 049 1,393, 868 
AIS Columbia’. 222.85: 178 2, 710, 236 


1. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


9,890,408 | 1,566,653 I 22, 899, 578 


TABLE 2. Receipts of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces, 1948 to 1954 
(Excluding amusement taxes) 


Province 


$ $ $ $ $ $ $ 

Se CT 1... 69, 657,248 | 77,419,472 | 82, 707, 762 | 90, 986,110 | 98, 851,349 | 100, 889,361 | 97, 012,140 
Newfoundland .............. = 820, 107 863, 734 1,098, 611 1,150, 686 1,174, 724 1,301,452 
Prince Edward Island 281, 995 280, 631 286, 334 313,090 336, 700 347, 294 397,029 
PENA: Scotia... 2,188, 331 3,109, 262 | 3,266,536 | 3,454,965 | 3,688, 920 4,177,407 | 4, 283,840 
New Brunswick............ 1,993,102 |. 2,048,091 | 2,053,595.| 2,307, 605.|. 2,527, 474 2,724,148 | 2,675, 844 
ee 16, 405, 929 | 19, 240,015 | 21,310,810 | 22,629,851 | 24,932,302 | 25,405, 212 | 22, 506, 182 
8 eee Be 29, 523, 367 | 31,862, 708 | 34,083, 166 | 38,052, 587 | 40,463,904 | 39,570,781 | 37, 269, 532 
0e 1. 3,709,443 | 4,235,223 | 4,197,205 | 4,604,683 | 4,812,497 5,030,045 | 5,169,144 
Saskatchewan 3,220,907. |. 3,360, 125). 3,505,6951!| 3,738,865 | 4,479,432 4, 583,073 | 5,053, 250 
TS 5... 4,245, 121 4,924, 371 5, 314, 331 6,044,996 | 6,937, 291 7,676,634 | 8,464,959 
British Columbia! ...... 7,539,053 | 7,538,939 | 7,826,356 | 8,740,857 | 9,522,143 10, 200,043 | 9,890, 408 


Note. Prior to 1949 receipts from community enterprises were included here, 


1. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


Changes in seating capacity during 1954 were 
negligible, being less than 1% of the total for 
Canada. Potential capacity, which is the sum of the 
number of seats in each theatre multiplied by the 
number of performances, was down about one-half 
of one percent. For Canada, utilized capacity was 
down 2% and the trend was approximately the same 
in each province. Generally, the trend in cities was 
downward, Saint John, N.B., Lethbridge, Alberta, 
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Quebec receipts amounted to about 22% while seat- 
ing capacity was about 25%. Finally, the last col- 
umn of Table 3 indicates admission prices have in- 
creased 2 or 3 cents over the year and the summary 
immediately below shows the figure including taxes, . 


Average Admission Price (Including Taxes) 


and: Victoria B.C. bee ce le CANADA: ns ns eee 50% 
Slight increase in utilized capacity. The cities Newfoundiand.iue..2 ess. As Oe ee 43 
shown in Table 3 had four or more theatres in onera- Prince -Edward'Istandi 22 een 46 
tion. Nova SEDtiAL. ele ton ie rt RS 42 
New Brunswick 5.2. NL eee 42¢ 
Receipts in Ontario, Alberta and British Co- Québec issued te CS 20€ 
lumbia accounted for approximately 38%, 9% and 11% Ontario 5: 0 ee. ee ol¢ 
respectively of total receipts for Canada. In each Manitoba: 288 RSR. 424 
case the ratio of seating capacity in the province Saskatchewan: Pet ae RE 44¢ 
to the total for Canada was somewhat less than the Alberta 572... Re RE 524 
ratio of receipts to total receipts for Canada. In the British Columbia en ne ee. 50¢ 
remaining provinces the opposite was the case. Yukon & Northwest Territories ......…...........… 7T2¢ 
TABLE 3. Principal Statistics of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces and for 
Selected Cities!, 1954 
Province ia Seating Receipts Anusement Number Potential Average | Average? 
and Gene capacity (excluding ree of paid number of | capacity |admission 
city mene taxes) admissions admissions utilized price 
$ $ Jo ¢ 
Canada = 1,938 | 984,907 |97,012,140 | 12,098,922 | 218, 308,653 | 814,499, 074 21 44 
Newfoundland 67 17,872 1,301,452 217,255 3,540, 090 10, 981, 718 32 37 
Prince Edward Island.. 14 naa! 397,529 67, 871 1,011,358 3,186,499 32 39 
Nova Scotia .................. &4 43,636 4,283, 840 471,650 11,331,485 37,601,629 30 38 
ÉANITAX EMEA 10 8,841 1,437,638 153,650 3,267,419 11,071,398 30 44 
SVC VE MA nae 5) 021 410,520 48,564 1,075, 278 Pee Bib DOP! Sul 38 
Othenpiacese2 69 31,168 2,435,682 269,436 6,987,788 230925099 30 35 
New Brunswick............ 62 30,140 | 2,675, 844 303, 789 7,100, 849 23,292,718 30 38 
SENN OLA KO) NTO eon. 6 5, 843 713,447 86, 506 1,814,897 5,924, 568 34)! 39 
Othenplaces 2 56 24, 297 1,962,397 20 52289, 92 5869, Loo 30 37 
Quebec... 451 | 242,881 | 22,506,182 3, 332: 926 46,742,231 | 205,413,214 23 48 
MOMUTC a le. avessateccssccceee 73 711,953) | 10, 156,041 1,498,520 19,701,790 96,636,481 20 52 
QUEDEC-- re. 14 11,998 1,898,985 275, 491 3,918,411 11, 138,198 23 48 
ER OULY TE unes re res a: 2,646 272,495 395513 530,350 2,584,608 21 51 
Sherbrooke +) 4,276 510,366 76,855 892,749 4,173,663 Pa 57 
EEUU MR EEE 4 3,071 343,147 52,189 748, 648 3,927, 768 19 46 
Three Rivers... 4 3,020 409,153 56,771 922,509 3,147, 768 29 44 
Wed UD: serre 4 3,780 458, 688 72,744 904, 266 4,834,466 19 51 
Other Places ee 342 | 141,632 8,457,307 15219983 19,123, 508 72,969, T02 26 44 
Ontario... 521 | 341,701 | 37,269,532 4,403,305 82,188,424 | 317,038,383 26 45 
TORCH ee cso 106 | 91,653 | 11,719,479 | 1,446,404 | 22,972,208 | 90,914,811 25 ol 
HAMILTON 23 19,741 2,173,281 231: 993 4,362,168 18,248,576 24 50 
OMAN mme ene 19 ROUES 2,243,850 261,251 5,190,468 19,401,135 27 43 
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TASLE 3. Principal Statistics of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces and for 
Selected Cities!, 1954 — Concluded 


Province : Receipts Number Potential |Avera A 2 
S : , ge vera ge 
and Laas (excluding nés of paid number of |capacity |admission 
city taxes) admissions admissions | utilized price 
: | 

Ontario — Concluded. 
NVTIRCIS OM. vesse.cecssecdeces es 9 e 417 862,384 102,423 1,935,114 10,275, 504 19 45 
Pondont...s tr... 8 8,012 1,229,930 155,901 2,405,308 10,336,092 23 Si 
SUdDUrY.. a 6,033 1,056,958 1257837 2,038,834 7,430, 592 27 52 
Hort William wt ek. 6 4,716 553,146 62,651 124,212 6,059,352 19 49 
BEantiorGg oes 5 4,940 461,547 53,909 LOI Onis 6,041,412 17 45 
Kitchener... 5 4,717 642,903 74,407 1,475,339 5,126,680 29 44 
Sta catharines:'<....... 5 4,008 492,740 56,698 LAO LAUT 5, 364, 840 22 41 
RES TON: ee loss 4 3,862 495,307 57,422 WE Ral 5,462,808 20 44 
OSNAWA rm oscoas 4 3,159 489,315 Done 1,073,343 te 200 29 46 
Owen Sound.............. 4 2,418 264, 200 30, 958 601,054 1,845,168 55 44 
Peterborough ............ 4 3,441 489,920 55,0 1,119,245 4,783,584 23 44 
Sault Ste. Marie........ 4 3,274 583,818 69,492 17210327 4,583,438 29 45 
UMNEMEPLACES) sisccccorece 308 | 155,805 | 13,510,754 1,555, 588 33,297,881 | 117,443,141 28 41 
MANIÉODA....-.... cs 154 64,274 | 5,169,144 592,873 | 13,581,368 | 47,185,870 29 38 
MANNADE Gnas cncessccsecesoes 99 26118483, 3215461 434,793 7,770,850 31,143,594 25 43 
]UNEKIPIACES <..2-ccncce 119 37, 496 1,847,683 158,080 5,810,518 16,042,276 36 32 
Saskatchewan 206 | 68,212 | 5,053,250 308,416 | 12,166,221 | 40,013,750 30 42 
ROBIEN ES “ 6,095 | 1,070,289 86, 104 2, 342,013 8,056,880 29 46 
Saskatoon 6 6,193 912,323 68,012 2, 018-1071 8,123,700 25 45 
OUVET PLACES. .....c.0-0.- 193 56,924 3,070,638 154,300 1 SLO AS 23, 039, 110 33 39 
ANT 201 18,018 | 8,464,959 814,584 17, 947,049 | 54,391,366 33 47 
GCM ONGOMN er nee 16 12,980 2,540,577 238,521 5,006,476 15,063,880 33 51 
CET 14 10,933 24308135 241,687 4,145,061 13, 965, 060 30 56 
Éethpridge mr 4 2,818 465,475 46,660 1, 051592 3, 299, 296 Bib 45 
Other places ............ 167 Alen 3155102 287,716 1:109,1420 22,063,130 35 41 
British Columbia’........ 178 | 92,642 9,890,498 | 1,566,653 | 22,899,578 | 75,393,927 30 42 
Vancouver! 37 | 34,338 | 4,295,479 703,421 9,710,383 37,660,688 26 44 
BEC UONI A: ne " 7,445 1,024,920 165, 754 2,089,942 7,873,696 oF 49 
New Westminster...... 5 3,424 451,911 74, 294 1,047,579 3,879, 096 2k 43 
Other: places: <.cscscece. 123 465301) 3779645) 700 611,463 9,817,270 25, 556,431 38 40 
D ns 3 | 1,358 156, 398 11,721 234, + 424, 316 55 67 


1. Includes only those theatres located within the incorporated limits of the city. , 
2. Total receipts(excluding taxes) divided by nwaber of admissions. No corrections are made for juvenile attendance, 


Hatinee and evening prices, etc. Le. 
3. Including Yukon and North west Territories. 


Employment 


Tables 4 and 5 give information relative to 
employment, vayrolls and proprietors. Generally, 
the statistics of theatres operating 300 days and 
Over indicate an increase in salaries paid and an 
increase in total employees. A smaller number of 


projectionists was hired. With respect to theatres 
operating less than 300 days, salaries paid fell 
slightly as did the number of employees including 
projectionists. The net result was an increase in 
employment and salaries paid. 
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TABLE 4. Employment and Payroll, 1954 
a aa (TE ENR SE TET IEE S| REE ISN DT RTE TTT | TE GREET ETC eis SLT ga emma 


. ie Assistant 
Period of operation Total Total Projectionists projectionists All other employees 
and province employees payroll + _ i 
‘ : M. | F.| Salaries | M. | F. | Salaries | M. F, iE Salaries 
a eS 
$ $ $ $ 
Total, all theaters 15, 768 | 20,154, 337|2,107| 20/6, 543, 748/318 8) 182,193/6, 810/6, 505/13, 428, 396 
Full-tirne (Operating 300 
days and over) 

CANAL Gemeente 14, 386/19, 387, 799)1, 809| 11/6, 208, 942/220) 3| 157,135)|6, 329 16,014 13, 021, 722 
Newfoundland. 172 216,616 32| — 65,498| 12| — 5, 269 67 61 139, 849 
Prince Fdward Island 41 40, 742 6} — 9,602 2) — 1,453 15 18 29,987 
NOVA SCOR Tee 670 770, 462 78| — 198,191| 11] — 38, 489 DO 324 533, 782 
NeEWÉBTUNSWICR. seere 454 468, 649 60); — 140, 636 8) — evar 161 225 320, 736 
QUEÉDÉCREM AIR. oe 3,292| 4,091,989 448 5|1,039, 885/102) — 69, 093/1, 738 999! 2,983,011 
Ontario Es RIRE AR aoe 5,986] 8,093,924 §45 112 728 0829 1 12,691) 2, 7772; 033 op ooo ge 
MaMIGO Das: RME. re 862] 1, G08, 349 107} — 328,344) 19) — 9,150 295 441 670, 855 
SASRKATCIIEMN AE... re 634 782, 004 87 1 260, 565| 16 1 5, 028 240 289 51641 
ATDÉTEE sert go Se 879} 1, 305, 916 133 9 438,934] 11 jh avails 316 415 862, 669 
BribiS ih © Olimpia see SOG ech Opens 213 1 999,250! 10} — 4,672 463 709) 1, 611;226 

Part time (operating 
less than 300 days) 

Canada uma 1,382 766,538| 298 9| 334,806| 98| 5 25,058| 481 491 406, 674 
NewWioundiande 2%... Pat 11, 006 6| — 3, 920 6| — 990 11 4 6, 096 
Prince Edward Island 8 6,429 2| — 3 2 L} — 260 7 3 2,997 
NOVATSC OA re me 50 22, 607 12| — 11,905 4; — 1,444 19 15 9,258 
New BrunSwiGk.. ...-.-<e6 50 24,721 11| — 10, 446 3 13, ee 
QUEDE Concussion: 209 112385 60 4 56, 749] 22 51, 405 
ONATIO EE tens er ee 240, 422 48 1 91,695} 10 145, 010 
Waniteba she men 68,514 35} — 31,685} 1 35, 361 
Saskatchewan... 97,416 _ 45,841 | 24 46,797 
SIS OTE A Shine fener ve cata cca aeons 87,952 2 39, 932 6 46, 516 
British Columbia lee 95, 088 2 39, 461 49, 522 


1. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


TABLE 5. Proprietors of Unincorporated Firms!, 1954 


Feriod of operation Total With salary Without 
and province proprietors 
$ 
Lot atl We awes Aces AE Rene 1,971 282 736, 148 588 
Full-time (operating 300 days and over) 

RSA A NE ere oh nee 877 186 657, 669 222 
Newfoundland 6-5. Re Et ee 20 4 — 12,900 13 3 
Prince’ Edward Islands cee. ee ee eee 6 — — — ) 1 
NOWASC Obama RER ee al 3 3,109 16 11 
We W SSTUNS WIG Re ON tee ae oe ene 27 2 5,450 15 2 
QUES carbs fn nie nt terre haces 243 56 1 178, 293 109 64 
COMERT TO re omelets docile coach Seen ee eae 180 52 210, 287 719 34 
MADIDO DA rod de de Le AR de tor ee eee 73 8 AGRS: 39 24 
SAS ALICE wan sean sched coe le A UNE UNE 73 13 38, 647 33 23 
OPA PE M 2 anne MN 151 36 105, 224 71 33 
British © oianibia2* icc en RAR APT 1 62, 226 20 

Part-time (operating less than 300 days) 

CUT CR EN Ao oS ene SP 1, 094 78,479 366 
NORTON En ess se re ee ee 2 2 83 4 2 2,062 21 
Prince Edward Es an ee ne eee 15 2 _ 200 2 
Note cdi. open RE VOS 24 3 2 6,180 4 
New ierans with AR ee eee ee 14 5 1 AY 3 
QE entiere eA val PSN 250 36 L| 19,604 67 

8 6 5, 121 41 
7 3 1.693 57 
19 3 12,395 95 
7 6 12,166 53 
5 1 10, 328 23 


1. Including family members not receiving a regular salary. 


2. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories, 
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Ownership 


Table 6 shows how establishments were group- 
ed under one ownership. There were 425 theatres 
owned by firms operating 20 theatres and over. This 
group consisted of 481 theatres last year. The 


R-11 


number of theatres operated by the four-to-nineteen 
group increased from 225 to 281 over the year. The 
change occurred as a result of the disposal of the- 
atres by firms operating 20 to 25 theatres in 1953. 


TABLE 6, Motion Picture Theatres Classified According to Number of Establishments Under One 
Ownership, Canada 1930, 1940, 1954 


Year and number 
of establishments 


Number of 
establishments 


Receipts (excluding 
amusement taxes) 


Admissions 


under one ownership 


pera | 7 


1930 
DO ae Pt a ed ide 915 
De eee noe EU 656 
MORAG LEO C OX <5... sccccccoccscnoesecdencccedescowsccoscons 92 
SULA DUNG) CHERS 167 

1940 
CD DED!) ARR RER Ne 1,229 
AE EN R coach EOS 
DS nt este nt sastecess conse’ 212 
HOMO NInNele en... RE can 148 
BNE TH O0 MONO RE 293 

1954 
A ssn ase os caesencisaceneneosees 1,938 
TE teen RO 5 cso sab ecto eevloascgo us desea sbcseece 980 
CT RATS NS ORNE DD 


ssnonsnssnsnnsesnnennmneneenenesssnenssessee 


The increase in number of theatres was about 
equally divided between those using 35 mm equip- 
ment and those using 16 mm equipment. About 89% 
of the theatres used 35 mm equipment and account- 
ed for approximately 99% of total receipts. In 1953, 


11,7 
10, 1 
18.2 


100.0 


46,9 
17.3 
12,0 
23.8 


100.0 


50,6 


dl. 


Amount 


38, 130, 100 
15,772, 000 
6, 390, 200 
15, 967, 900 


37,474, 122 


8, 319,639 
4,085, 878 
4,101,564 
19, 967,041 


97,012, 140 


18, 618, 283 

9,439, 309 
15, 899, 539 
53, 055,009 


%o 


41.4 
16.7 
41.9 


100.0 


24.9 
10.9 
10,9 
53.3 


190.0 


ICE 

Deut 
16.4 
54.7 


Number 


151,590, 799 


43,084,387 
19, 366, 119 
17,919, 259 
71,621, 034 


218,508, 653 


48,557, 709 
22, 241, 679 
37, 883, 055 
109, 826, 210 


1713 theatres used 35 mm equipment, 193 used 16 


mm equipment, 


$685,208 


receipts were $100,204,153, 


respectively admissions 


and 


239,392,334 and 1,790,392 respectively. 


and 
were 


TABLE 7. Motion Picture Theatres by Size of Projection Equipment, by Provinces, 1954 


Number of theatres 
using 


receipts 
(excluding taxes) 


Amusement 
taxes 


Paid 


admissions 


iB 


Province 


210| 96,348,078 


CCPEPEEETE TETE SET EESTI 


Newfoundland 1, 222, 623 
Prince Edward Island... 397,529 
BEPC OIA... -.iccuseconcsve 4,277,121 
New Brunswick... 2,672, 884 

A 48 | 22,378,651 
i 37, 163, 233 
a 5, 142, 283 
Saskatchewan ................ 5, 000, 450 
see 8,353, 770 
British Columbia }.......... 9,739,534 


1. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


664,062 


78,829 


35mm. 16mm. 35mm. 
equipment | equipment} equipment equipment! equipment 
$ $ $ 


12,027, 341 


212,532 


26, 861 
52, 800 
111,189 
150, 874 


— 67,871 
6,719 470, 782 
2,960 303,541 

12759911 3,389, 741 
106,299] 4,391,645 


1,543, 705 


590, 259 
308, 416 
803, 843 


35mm. 
equipment 


16mm, 
equipment 


216, 821, 948 


3,327, 220 

1,011,358 
11,312,573 

1,089, 736 
46,408, 776 
81, 893, 602 
13,503,345 
12,021,596 
17, 666,398 
22,987, 344 


1, 686, 705 


212, 870 


Beate hie 
11/1713 
333,455 
294, 822 
78,0 23 
144,625 
280,651 
312, 234 
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TABLE 8. Number of New Motion Picture Theatres, Theatres Re-opened, and Theatres Closed, 
by Provinces, 1954 


New Theatres Theatres 
theatres re-onened closed 


Net 


Province increase 


Nore 
AMADP DPPH 


a Ree eee Oe meee eH nent seer Hessen ee ee esse setess css He ae eHe eH SseeHeeeseeeseesceesseeson® 


commons ener n ee eee eee sans seer sees ee sense ese eese sess sees ease assesses sseeee® 


eee eer eee eee eer ere rere reece eee rere rere rere rere eter ere rer errr ers 


1. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


PART II— DRIVE-IN THEATRES 


The number of drive-in theatres in Canada in- Generally, an increase in employment and pay- 
creased by 56 in 1954. Car capacity increased about rolls took place across Canada, the Province of 
25% and receipts increased about 8%. The number Manitoba being one exception to this trend. Some 
of paid admissions was up approximately one and a account of the growth in drive-in theatres is shown 
guarter million. The Province of Ontario accounted in the table following and Tables 9 and 10 give 
for nearly 38% of total admissions and over 39% of more information by provinces. 


total receipts. Drive-in business continued to in- 
crease rapidly in the western provinces, while it 
fell off slightly in Ontario. 


Number of drive-in theatre. 174 230 
Lotal Capacity carci. re ee ee eee 74,419 93, 214 
Receipts (excluding taxeS) ..ccccccccccsscceseeee $ 5, 862, 920 6,316, 947 
Aimisemen PATES ee, LOS er $ 685, 389 721, 630 
Number of paid admissions 6,504,572 | 8,379,586 | 11, 134, 788 12,380, 246 


No. of | Receipts Number of 
Province eee walk-in (excluding ques paid 
P y seats taxes) admissions 
$ $ 

CARRE Re ER CEE ee 6,316, 947 721,630 | 12,380,246 
Newrotndland er AE en ee — -- — — = = 

Prince Edward [SIA nde See ee: a RC 2 1 1 l 1 1 
[SIT Mee A D SR ST ee ee PE 10 3,341 = 255, 233 24, 818 480, 609 

INC WBIUNS WICKS. 40. LAURE" Re RME 10 1 1 1 1 1 
QUO CRE RTE ee A ee CRE -- — — = oa 
CAO Le toi PRES 3 A 260 | 2,495,073 321,373 | 4,687,519 
Mehiobe. LORS NS Saat hee Ae 501, 864 74,661 857, 187 
Saskatchewan cs... ee ee eee 719,590 20,023 2,001,458 
sNE cogs SACL eet Oe WORM Oe) Ohl 7-25 RER DA 1,122,909 98, 844 1, 885,524 
154,532 2,045, 167 


Sn tn tre ete CLÉ 1,017,341 


1. Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals. 
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TABLE 10. Employment and Payroll, 1954 


Total Total 


Projectionists 


Assistant 


All other employees 


Province ed 7 projectionists 
payro 
Salaries M. Fe Salaries 
T 
ng $ 

CET ENS EC SRE 1,255 | 709] 1, 124,532 

Newfoundland... = 
Prince Edward Island 1 F 
BME VAMS COLIN. 8, 830 44 re 
PVOWMIBTUNS WICK Ne ; 1 : 1 

NCD CCR eels focvedeccctcscvactenescs a 
POMEL OM eos oe. fu kere sa cochivnosciesesh 293500 9: 
Mona a). 2d Ss 30, 158 ee re 
Saskatchewan oo.ceccccccscccccce, 41, 334 125, 734 

Alberta 

BONE eens PP RER: 67, 062 7a Vag (om ba ES) 
103, 319 231602 


itis ColuMDIA 22... à 


1. Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals. 


PART III-— COMMUNITY ENTERPRISES 


This title refers to community or parish halls 
in which motion pictures are exhibited by non-profit 
organizations such as churches, lodges, Boards of 
Trade, Canadian Legion branches, etc. Although a 
regular admission is charged, these halls differ from 
regular theatres in that members of the organizations 
operating them frequently provide their services free 
of charge. 

With the exception of amusement taxes paid and 
average admission price, all statistics relative to 
community enterprises in Canada decreased in 1954. 


For Canada che total establishments were down 24 
and, although an increase took place in some prov- 
inces, a decrease of 42 in Ontario and Quebec was 
not offset entirely. The comparablefigure for amuse- 
ment taxes in 1953 was $105,057. Average admis- 
sion price was 33 cents in 1953. Other figures from 
the previous year, useful for making comparisons, 
are receipts, excluding taxes, $1,851,685, number 
of paid admissions 5,647,658, average capacity 
utilized 36%. Tables 11 and 12 contain additional 
data by provinces. 


TABLE 11. Principal Statistics of Community Enterprises, by Provinces, 1954 


No. of : : 
: Receints Number of Potential Average Average 
Province oe Eee (excluding HEURE paid number of | capacity | admission 
os Capacity! | taxes) admissions | admissions | utilized price 
$ $ ¢ 
STDC, Se Se 144, 172 | 1, 800, 794 128, 515 | 5, 269, 925 | 15, 022, 096 34 
Hewfoundland 9, 414 SA MIS 6, 220 520. OD Loge’ ea ern | 33 
Prince Edward Island ........ 1, 396 8, 849 ~ 28, 156 110, 484 31 
D Scotia 598 4, 595 228 12, 099 35, 012 38 
New Brunswick ..........c0c.c000- 1229 13, 349 LES 44,553 84,400 30 
RE … 55,933 559, 85 S405 54 te 67 1. 857 5, 1001079 33 
SRE 8, 801 82, 861 1, 865 229, 270 565, 940 36 
LL. 6, 891 102, 346 272 340, 248 1, 016, 108 30 
DaskatChewan .......ccccc--esece-. 37, 260 497, 447 2, 004 | 1, 449, 876 3, 926225 34 
À ien 14, 579 192, 191 15, 998 547, 782 1, 395,930 53 
British Columbia 2 TA PAIE 8 UTS 155, 166 16, 660 420, 227 888, 794 39 


1. Totalreceipts (excluding taxes)divided by number of admissions. No corrections are made for juvenile attendance, 


matinee and evening prices, etc. 
2. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
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TABLE 12, Percentage Distribution of Community Enterprises by Size of Projection Equipment, 


by Provinces, 1954 


SORE a of total de pee 
Prawns enterprises using (excluding taxes) 4 
35mm. 16mm. 35mm. 16mm. 35mm. 16mm. 

equipment equipment equipment equipment equipment equipment 
Canada ere ras 152 493 57 0 43. 0 55. 2 44, 8 
NENIOUNALANA 52.2. 44 61.8 Bowe 61.4 38. 6 

Princéediwardisland 7 4 2 2 2 2 2 

NG War SCO UIA: he. fas tree meer 1 2 2 2 2 2 

NG Wi Bruns WIRE RE Ace eet cress 1 6 2 2 2 2 
QUEÉDEC LS Lan RER Mere Reis 34 154 61.2 38. 8 57.4 42,3 
ONVAT Os res ceneve socetesecctizenc te econ ee ae 3 39 206 @ 66. 7 20.9 LENS 
Mamitobaiesh ANR ER ER RE. 24 6 85.3 ENT 84. 2 15. 8 
SASHALCHEN ANR mme nn ed 5 loi 59. 9 40. 1 58. 2 41.8 
ADO SSSR AE En Wy 62 44,9 sal 42.6 57. 4 
British Columbia” 2.5.0. tener i 8 41 40.5 59.5 40. 2 59. 8 

Lj IIS 


1. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. | ; 
2, Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals. 


In 


in 


1954 there 


Newfoundland, 


PART IV — HALUS SERVICED BY ITINERANT EXHIBITORS 


Quebec and 


were 141 itinerant exhibitors 
giving performancesin 653 halls, compared wüth 154 
exhioitors servicing 805 halls in 1953. Some nrov- 
inces indicated an increase in halls, used for the 
purpose of motion pictures, but the large decreases 
Ontario were not 


offset. 


1,381, 655. 


provinces. 


For purposes of comparison, 
1953 were $468,562 and paid admissions numbered 
Two exhibitors reported using 35 mm 
projectors but, as a general rule, 16 mm equipment 
was used. The following table gives details by 


receints in 


TABLE 13. Principal Statistics of Halls Serviced by Itinerant Exhibitors, by Province, 1954 


Province 


AOR eee eran EEE EEE EEE TT 


1. Totalreceipts (excluding taxes 


RELELEE EEE EEE EEE EE ETES TT 


matinee and evening prices, etc. 


2. 


nm ote 
taxes) admissions 
$ 

658 385, 682 26, 189 1, 106, 070 
189 62,005 2, 789 171, 760 

a 4 2 2 2 
40 18, 200 2,993 68, 848 

ds 6 2 2 2 
29 17,497 2, 346 52, 038 
149 65, 109 7,430 202, 328 
37 22 013 515 69, 464 
116 94, 321 _ 263001 
65 75, 344 5, 989 191, 925 
23 | 22, 766 | 60, 979 


Average 


admission 


price 


)divided by number of admissions. No corrections are made for juvenile attendance, 


Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals. 


à 
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PART V— FILM EXCHANGES 


Except for receipts from advertising and other in 1954 numbered 3,833 of which 2,546 were for 
sources, figures relative to film exchange business theatrical use on a commercial basis. Of the 1,434 
in Canada increased in 1954. Of the total film rental new feature films released, 1,109 were black and 
receipts, about 92% represented 35 mm films for white and 325 were coloured. Tables 14, 15 and 16 
theatrical use. About 4.5% was for 16 mm film, also deal with film rental activity. 


for theatrical use. New films of all types released 


TABLE 14. Principal Statistics of Film Exchanges in Canada, 1934, 1940 to 1954 


Average number 


; Number ge of bles Salaries and wages Receipts 
eo Bhi ie exchange 
offices | Male Female | Film rentals Other sources 
$ $ $ 

cosas... 923,400 7,370, 200 ! 2 2 
HULL RER 810,407 413,095 | 11,445, 167 385, 504 50, 224 
RL... 832,400 434,281 | 12,368, 446 373, 349 6,157 
[LS escent soles 1,072, 289 410,654 | 13,892,093 370, 740 51° 071 
SSSR 1,070,014 614247415163 355 339,891 48,031 
ri 1718976021 654,376 | 16,516,073 346, 636 9916 
a 1, 303,009 688,667 | 17,490, 264 358, 250 1219953 
ae 1,440,177 668,997 | 18,652, 892 370, 250 124, 433 
22 LOS 1,664,348 752,867 | 19,464, 706 429,455 224, 908 
a 1, 797,045 866,059 | 21,591, 712 443,645 2191198 
CR 1,907, 769 828,052 | 24,893,657 475,424 410,368 
| 1,956,088 940,534 | 26, 800, 789 487, 392 409, 699 
ores ..… 3, 071,949 292225, 507 551,048 341, 798 
{a . 2,066,494 | 1,062,033 | 32,911,042 067, 144 901,413 
i 2,332,606 | 1,208,070 | 34,436, 609 5938, 04 475, 707 
à TER 2,568, 07041, 598 272485 ;14173;251 444,011 450, 350 


1. Includes receipts from advertising and other sources. 
2. Included with ‘‘Film rentals’’. 


TABLE 15. Number of Films and Film Rental Receipts by Use and Size of Film, 1954 


: : Private or 
Theatrical use Industrial use non-theatrical use 
$ $ 


7,302 | 32,831, 209 = 
1, 617, 870 


Total— All uses 


Receipts 
ooo 
32, 849, 489 
2, 923, 762 


Sn EL ae 
16 mm. films 


ROO eee wee nn nn nnsenensene 


LE PER IE SO Re 8, 815 | 34,449, 079 993 | 42,443 | 6,479 |1, 281,729 | 16,287 | 35,773,251 
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TABLE 16. Type, Size and Language of New Films Released, 1954 


Type and size of film 


Total, All Types: 


Short Subjects: 
Cartoons: 


Segregation of the 1,434 new feature films re- 
leased in 1954 as to country of origin was as fol- 
lows: 


United: StateSm 6 puck. tee ee 628 
PTANCE canoe ee Seen ete cere ene 322 
Great. Britain: AR eee. eee ees 241 
CATAd AR A RMR RAGIN gg aed CT En 15 
RUSSE eeece ses eee eee ee 102 
OCHRE *COMUNURLES Re ene een eres 126 

Total new feature films...................... 1,434 


Total all English French Other 
languages language language language 
2,000 1,422 423 155 
17833 AU 336 123 
594 304 204 86 
840 504 218 118 
28 206 16 5 
278 260 14 4 
So 208 104 25 
468 364 104 — 


842 704 ge 39 
247 246 = il 


Although the Motion Picture Production, 1954, 
Memorandum, published earlier, indicates only two 
feature pictures were produced in Canada, this does 
not include pictures produced in Canada by foreign 
firms. It is quite possible to classify a larger num- 
ber as having Canadian origin. 


Included in other countries were U.S.S.R., 
Hungary, Germany, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Austria, 
Switzerland, Sweden, Mexico, Argentina, India and 
Japan. 


PART VI— NATIONAL FILM BOARD ACTIVITIES 


Apart from its major task of explaining Canada 
to Canadians and to the world through the medium 
of information and documentary films, the National 
Film Board co-ordinates the film activities of fed- 
eral government departments. Its own productions 
and those sponsored by government agencies are 


distributed through rural and urban circuits, com- 
mercial theatres and television outlets in Canada. 

In addition, the Board distributes its own and 
sponsored films internationally through Canadian 
Posts, educational institutions and theatrical and 
television outlets. 


Production 


During the year under review, 235 films of one 
reel or more were vroduced. Original films completed 
totalled 122 of which 38 were in French. Versions 
and revisions brought the total to 235 of which 100 
were in French (originals plus versions), 120 in 
English and 15 in other languages. Films produced 
in colour numbered 28. 


In addition, the Board produced 64 film strips, 
seven newsclips, one trailer and 66 newsreel stories. 


During the year, 15 films were produced by 
private firms on contract with the Board while 18 
were completed for federal government departments. 


National Film Board films won a total of 29 
awards during the year, of which 23 were inter- 
national and six were Canadian. 
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Theatrical and Television Distribution in Canada 


In 1954-55, films produced for theatrical dis- 
tribution numbered 57. These included the ‘‘Canada 
Carries On’’ and ‘‘Eye Witness’’ series which are 
one reel shorts released monthly to Canadian the- 
atres. French language versions of these series are 
released under the titles ‘‘En Avant Canada’’ and 
“Coup d’Oeil’’. 


During the fiscal year, Board films had 10,719 
theatrical bookings and were shown for a total of 
25,726 days based on 2.4 days per booking. Tele- 
vision bookings totalled 2,574. 


For the weekly television series ‘‘On the Spot’’, 
39 films were produced. French language programs 
for ‘‘Sur Le Vif’’, the counterpart of ‘‘On the Spot’’, 
numbered 25, 


‘‘Window on Canada’’, the Board’s weekly half 
hour presentation featured NFB films with introduc- 
tion and commentary by film critic Clyde Gilmour. 
The corresponding French language series is en- 
titled ‘‘Regards sur le Canada’’, 


Non-Theatrical Distribution in Canada 


Through 10 regional offices in each of the prov- 
inces, sub-offices in many of the larger cities and a 
field staff, the Film Board administers its non- 
theatrical distribution. The field staff co-operates 
with provincial agencies, municipal libraries and 
other organizations in promoting distribution as 
widely as possible throughout the country. 


During the year, the Board’s productions were 
scheduled for 200,829 showings with 14,143,768 
persons in attendance. These figures do not include 
screenings of films purchased by business estab- 
lishments and public and private organizations for 
their own use. 


Of the total non-theatrical audience, 10,757,088 
were serviced through national, provincial and local 
libraries and depots. At the end of March, 1955 the 
number of such libraries and depots totalled 420. 
Film councils, which are association of film using 
groups, numbered 462 representing 11,227 groups. 


A large part of the non-theatrical audience is 
reached through film circuits which are chains of 
showing points where planned film programs are 
distributed on a voluntary basis. There were 534 
circuits in operation during the year, comprising 
6,868 showing points. 


Service to Schools 


During the year under review, 86,077 school 
showings were held for a total audience of 6,550,923 
through the co-operation of provincial departments 
of education and the universities. Over half the 


showings took place in rural schools. Filmstrips 
are of particular value in educational work, and 
during the year the Board sold 13,217 throughout 
the country. 


International Distribution 


Of the Board’s non-theatrical audience, a large 
number live outside Canada. During the year a re- 
ported attendance of 15,072,948 persons in this 
category saw NFB films. This audience is reached 
through the foreign posts of the Departments of 
External Affairs and Trade and Commerce, the cul- 
tural and government agencies of other countries and 
through film libraries. There was also a very large 


unreported-audience who saw prints of films which 
had been purchased by libraries and other organ- 
izations. 

‘Board films were also presented to a large the- 
atrical audience abroad. During the year 29,355 
reported theatrical bookings were made of NFB 
films. In addition, 2,482 telecasts of Board films 
were shown abroad, mainly in the United States. 
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NOTICE 


The annual reports prepared by the Industry and Merchandising Division of the Bureau 
of Statistics are divided into 3 volumes, as follows: Volume I — The Primary Industries, 
including mining, forestry and fisheries; Volume II — Manufacturing; Volume III — Merchan- 
dising and Services. 


Volume III consists of the following parts with individual trade reports listed under 
each: 


Part I — Wholesale Statistics 


A — Wholesale Trade, 25¢ 
B — Operating Results of Food Wholesalers, 25¢ 
C — Operating Results of Dry Goods, Piece Goods and Footwear 
Wholesalers, 25¢ 
D — 1 Operating Results of Automotive Parts and Accessories 
Wholesalers, 25¢ 
2 Operating Results of Drug Wholesalers, 25¢ 
3 Operating Results of Hardware Wholesalers, 25¢ 
4 Operating Results of Plumbing and Heating Supply 
Wholesalers, 25¢ 
5 Operating Results of Household Appliance & Electrical 
Supply Wholesalers, 25¢ 


Part II — Retail Statistics 


E — General Review — (Discontinued) 
F — Retail Trade, 50¢ 
G — Retail Chain Stores, 50¢ 
H — Operating Results of Food Store Chains, 25¢ 
I — Operating Results of Clothing Store Chains, 25¢ 
J — 1 Operating Results of Variety Store Chains, 25¢ 
2 Operating Results of Drug Store Chains, 25¢ 
3 Operating Results of Furniture Store Chains, 25¢ 
*K — Operating Results of Independent Food Stores, 25¢ 
*L — Operating Results of Independent Clothing Stores, 254 
*M — Operating Results of Independent Hardware, Furniture, 
Appliance, Radio and Television Stores, 25¢ 
*N — Operating Results of Filling Stations and Garages, 25¢ 
*O — 1 Operating Results of Independent General Stores, 25¢ 
2 Operating Results of Independent Restaurants, 25¢ 
3 Operating Results of Independent Fuel Dealers, 25¢ 
4 Operating Results of Independent Drug Stores, 25¢ 
5 Operating Results of Independent Jewellery Stores, 25¢ 
6 Operating Results of Independent Tobacco Stores, 25¢ 
P — Retail Credit, 25¢ 


Part III — Services and Special Fields 


Q — Laundries, Cleaners and Dyers, 254 

R — Motion Picture Theatres, Exhibitors and Distributors, 25¢ 

S — Hotels, 254 

T — Sales Financing, 25¢ ' 
U — Farm Implement and Equipment Sales, 25¢ 

V — New Motor Vehicle Sales and Motor Vehicle Financing, 25¢ 

W — Advertising Agencies (Memorandum), 10¢ 

X — Motion Picture Production (Memorandum), 10¢ 


The reports are punched to permit of filing in a ring binder. 


* Biennial reports — not issued for 1955. 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


General Summary of All Motion Picture Exhibition 


Graphic Review of Motion Picture Statistics 


PART 1. Motion Picture Theatres 


This section deals only with regular theatres but includes those using both 16 
mm. and 35 mm. projection equipment. In previous bulletins community enterprises 
were also included but, beginning with 1950, data on this type of exhibition are 
presented in a separate section. 


Text and Tables 1 to 9 


PART 2. Drive-in Theatres 


Statistics for this more recent type of motion picture exhibition are not included 
with figures for regular motion picture theatres. 


PReXCeandabableselLO. ard 122.20: Pe A ecu eee cee, ee 


PART 3. Community Enterprises 
These are community halls in which motion pictures are exhibited by non-profit 


organizations, such as churches, Boards of Trade, Canadian Legion branches, etc., 
and for which admission is charged. 


Atari EN OS ML OCATIC LA ce tasers eee, Sot ee Siar are > Big ee raed cole ase va eee eas Agee 


PART 4. Halls serviced by Itinerant Exhibitors 


This section summarizes the activities of operators of portable equipment who 
exhibit pictures in more than one locality. 


ViPS à Ratt 0 00 Dd Brea COR RM RL Si UE ep gee enn PAR ee ARE RS RP NE CSS 


PART 5. Film Exchanges 


Information on the distribution of films is reviewed in this section. 
TND eee de bd eM 0) OC VAL TOR Hs PCR en ns ae ree ere 


PART 6. National Film Board Activities 
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In 1955, establishments engaged in providing 
motion picture entertainment numbered 3,398, which 
was 73 less than the number in operation in the 
previous year. This net change in establishments 
was the result of an increase of 12 each in the num- 
ber of regular theatres and drive-in theatres and 
decreases of 29 community enterprises and 68 in 
the case of halls serviced by itinerant operators. 


Receipts excluding taxes for all establish- 
ments totalled $94,159,568, accounted for by 
202,194,446 paid admissions. Receipts were down 
11 per cent compared with 1954 and admissions 15 
per cent. In addition to the above, patrons paid 
$11,006,485 in amusement taxes. Respectively, 
receipts excluding taxes and number of admissions 
for the four types of motion picture enterprises 
decreased as follows: Regular theatres 11 per cent, 


15 per cent; drive-in theatres 9 per cent, 7 per cent; 
community enterprises 6 per cent, 10 per cent; halls 
serviced by itinerant operators 12 per cent, 14 
per cent. 


Canadians spent an average of $6.74 on motion 
picture entertainment in 1955, $1.06 less than the 
amount spent in 1954 and the lowest in six years. 
Newfoundland and Prince Edward Island showed in- 
creases in the per capita expenditure but all the 
other provinces registered decreases with British 
Columbia being the hardest hit, 


More detail on the operations of the separate 
types of motion picture exhibition and film distri- 
butors is contained in the following sections of 
this report as well as a section dealing with the 
National Film Board activities. 


Summary of Motion Picture Theatre Exhibition in Canada, 1955 


Halls 
item Total Regular Drive-in Community serviced by 
all types theatres theatres enterprises itinerant 
operators 


Number of theatres and halls ................ceeeeees 3, 398 1, 950 242 616 590 
Receipts from admissions (excluding taxes) $ | 94, 159,568 | 86,373,652 5, 1005 158 1, 690, 377 340, 381 
PURTISO MNCS GAX EG: caccccscsseceseceecasaccstocessessenssensen~0 -$ | 11,006,485 | 10, 264, 183 601, 836 119, 967 20, 499 
Number of paid admissions es 202, 194, 446 | 184,968,467 | 11,521, 718 4, 757, 223 947, 038 


Per Capita Expenditure! on Motion Picture Entertainment, Canada and the Provinces, 
for Selected Years 


Province 1946 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 
$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 

LOT EN Pete SR PES REP 6. 15 6. 89 7. 12 Tate 6. 74 
TRE TON TIGL SRE 2 2. 69 2. 93 302 4. 52 
Prince Edward Island see 3 1 3: 92 3:19 3.94 4. 90 
MSS OL LEU nee cemermosmooncso msn ecavies 6. 44 5:90 551 6. 08 6. 46 
DEEP INTIS WICK. .tcccsccresccrcouceesvecessnocsssesess 4. 79 4. 44 4. 40 4.99 5:23 
REE NE Ie devas omnna ne nanas semences soesuuns 4.73 5. 74 6. 20 6.51 SL 
LL RTS ONE NN eee 7. 56 8. 94 9. 11 9. 80 7. 66 
Manitoba PRPPT PP PRPE TELLE IT TTL III TEL EL ECECELEECL EEE EE ES 5. 88 6. 20 6. 20 7e 01 6. 35 
DEERE CHEN PIN lea, da sacs nner bccn cascsavnccddeienoseces 4. 39 4. 67 4. 84 5. 61 6. 66 
orc coscvseseyenannsnane 5. 88 6. 77 7.18 7.79 9. 39 
AIS TI OOLUM DIAS coteraesececaeaccipscctanacasse 8. 10 8. 59 8. 47 9. 29 8. 48 


1. Based on total receipts (admission charges and taxes) of regular theatres, drive-ins, community enterprises and 


halls serviced by itinerant operators. 


2. Not available. Sue 
3. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
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PART I—MOTION PICTURE THEATRES 


Revenue and employment statistics for the 
- years 1930 to 1955 are brought together in this re- 
port so that the progressive growth of motion picture 
theatres and the more recent changing trend may be 
better visualized. These and other relevant figures 
are presented for study in Table 1. 


Regular theatres had receipts excluding taxes 
of $86,373,652 in 1955 which, compared to the 1954 
total of $97,012,140 showed a decrease of 11 per 
cent. Amusement taxes in 1955 amounted to 
$10, 264,183. In addition to receipts from admis- 
sions, theatres took in $10,292,351 from the sale 
of merchandise, $287,695 from leased concessions 
and vending machines and $94,116 from the pro- 
jection of commercial films. While receipts exclud- 
ing taxes were up in Newfoundland (6 per cent) and 
Prince Edward Island (1 per cent) the other prov- 
inces registered decreases ranging from 6 per cent 
in Alberta to 12 per cent in Nova Scotia. Motion 
picture theatres paid $19,447,690 in salaries and 
wages to 14,451 employees of which 6,073 were 
female. Compared to 1954, salaries and wages de- 
creased 4 per cent and number of employees 8 per 
cent. 


The division of theatres as to the size of pro- 
jection equipment used was 1,726 in favor of 35mm 
against 224 for 16mm. Theatres with 35mm equip- 
ment accounted for 99 per cent of receipts and paid 
admissions. 


The average capacity utilized for Canada at 
23 per cent of the potential capacity was consider- 
ably lower than 1954 when 27 per cent of all seats 
were filled. The capacity utilized in the provinces 
was down in all but Prince Edward Island where no 
change was reported from a year ago. The average 
admission price excluding taxes for Canada was 
calculated at 47 cents, up 3 cents or 7 per cent 
over the previous year. Regionally, Saskatchewan’s 
admission price remained unchanged while the other 
provinces had increases of 2 or 3 cents. The admis- 
ae prices including taxes are shown immediately 

elow. 


Average Admission Price (Including Taxes) 


Br TET Bibel pasa Re RU Ge beh 52¢ 
Newtoundland cn, fic) He Ge acon hue ence ewes, 46¢ 
Prince Wa weare: Ian 5608S cececrsccsssescecaseedeieinesventes 48¢ 
Nove: Scotia A Mic... othe RS Re ls 45¢ 
IN © Wes BrunS Wa OR RL wack tes cee mn 2 44¢ 
aT] Ci Ra en ES Rater ster Es à ARR LA US 59 
Ontario ....... OE EN ES aE, Se RO ORR 53¢ 
DIB UONG, en fie ida ineectecee ne Memeo ete tte Danser sde 44¢ 
BASHA CIC WATT. tee Ne rE toa cee 45¢ 
AIDEFTA sache NE RETRO ee ae 55 
Ort Liesl COMITE Re Mn in era 52¢ 
Yukon & Northwest Territories... 70¢ 


TABLE 1. Summary Statistics of Motion Picture Theatres 1930, to 1955! 


Number © 
establish- 
ments 


admissions 
(excluding 
taxes) 


Year 


$ 


1. Figures prior to 1948 include Community Enterprises. 


2. Indicates figures are not available. 
3. Including Newfoundland from 1949. 


f Receipts from 
Amusement 


907 | 38,130, 100 
2 33,706, 800 
2 28, 584, 700 

162 | 24,906, 108 

796 | 25,281, 100 

859 | 27,011, 700 

956 | 29,440,000 
1,044 | 32,163,000 
1,130 | 33,346,182 
1,183 | 33,696, 244 
1,229 | 37,474,122 
1,240 | 40,795,897 
1,247 | 45,719,911 
1,265 | 51,484,611 
1,298 | 53,173, 325 
1,323 | 55,430,711 
1,477 | 59,888,972 
1,693 | 62,865,279 
1,604 | 68,694, 321 
1,731 | 77,419,472 
1,801 | 82,707,762 
1,808 | 90, 986,110 
1,843 | 98,851,349 
1,906 |100,889, 361 
1,938 | 97,012,140 
1,950 | 86,373,652 


Number of Employment and payrol] 
paid - 


admissions 


taxes 


Salaries 
Male Female and wages 

$ 
4,546 | 1,475 6,811,300 

2 2 2 

2 2 2 2 
2 9-832 | 1,978 4,433,500 
107, 354,509 | 4,224 | 1,341 4,277,000 
117,520,795 | 4,553 | 1,436 4,798, 900 
126,943,547 | 4,917 | 1,536 4,906, 100 
133,668,450 | 5,240 | 1,631 5,560, 900 
137,381,280 | 5,354 | 1,813 5,621,505 
137,898,668 | 5,502 | 1,890 5,908, 140 
151,590,799 | 5,691 | 1,979 6, 330, 982 
161,677,731 | 6,121 | 2,487 6, 173, 553 
11,557,262 | 182,845,765 | 5,655 | 2,990 8, 205, 140 
13,159,883 | 204,677,550 | 5,904 | 3,765 8, 882,425 
13,555, 730 | 208,167,180 | 6,098 | 4,017 9,380, 731 
14,055,021 | 215,973,267 | 6,330 | 4,020 9,663, 718 
15,052,994 | 227,588,798 | 6,813 | 4,143 | 10,466,251 
15,819,402 | 220,857,594 | 7,375 | 4,529 | 11,587,943 
13,583,324 | 219,289,424 | 7,340 | 5,047 | 12,985,639 
12,563,737 | 229,912,348 | 7,635 | 5,429 | 14,438,048 
11,444,668 | 231,746,881 | 8,297 | 5,569 | 15,640,372 
11,373,629 | 239,132, 227 14, 034 17,137,276 
12,308,148 | 247,732,717 | 8,804 | 6,296 | 18,868, 116 
12,760,235 | 241,182,726 | 9,027 | 6,723 | 20,018,413 
12,098,922 | 218,508,653 | 9,235 | 6,533 | 20,154,337 
10, 264, 183 8,378 | 6,073 | 19,447,690 


184, 968, 467 
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TABLE 2. Receipts of Motion Picture Theatres, by Source and by Provinces, 1955 


Receipts 


Rental 


Receipts 


Number of 


: : ‘ Sales Revenue 
Province establish- from motion revenue 
ments ie picture Amusement En , from MS g 
re performances taxes cigarettes concessions commensal 
(excluding ele and vending fine 
taxes) i machines 
$ $ $ $ $ $ 
Canada: ae: 107, 311, 997 | 86,373, 652 | 10, 264, 183 | 10, 292, 351 287, 695 94,116 
Newfoundland. .............2.-+. 1, 646, 965 1,379, 886 221, 419 45, 186 _ 474 
Prince Edward Island ...... 912,038 401, 395 TE BIS 26, 620 11, 385 1,120 
NOVA SCOR eme 4, 540, 393 3, 155, 896 401, 348 342, 533 35,918 4, 698 
New Brunswick 2, 951, 518 2, 420, 556 279,072 225, 478 23,017 3, 395 
QUÉDECIE RS me 24, 251, 166 | 19, 476, 949 3, 049, 661 1, 674, 384 28,913 21, 659 
ONTArTION A curses 41, 550, 093 | 33, 366, 109 3, 389, 309 | 4,597, 711 169, 636 27, 328 
MAñITODA RSR Re 5, 555,006 | 4,343, 614 520, 788 680, 475 6,474 3, 655 
Saskatchewan. ...............0 5,359,723 | 4,493,472 269, 382 590, 237 1,481 5, 151 
ANID OLE al ie nusccutesncnccoseersecnsees 9, 685, 748 7,911, 679 771, 357 981, 742 3, 709 17, 261 
British Columbia 1... 11, 259, 347 | 8,824, 096 1, 290, 329 1, 127, 985 7, 562 9,375 


1. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


TABLE 3. Receipts ! of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces, 1949 to 1955 
(Excluding amusement taxes) 


Province 


$ 


COnRES: uns 77,419,472 | 82, 707, 762 | 90, 986, 110 | 98, 851, 349 | 100, 889, 361 | 97,012,140! 86,373, 652 
Newfoundland 820, 107 863,734 | 1,098,611] 1, 150, 686 1,174,724] 1,301,452 1, 379, 886 
Prince Edward Island .. 280, 631 286, 334 313,090 336, 700 347, 294 397, 529 401, 395 
Nova Scotia ............00+- 3, 109, 262 | 3, 266,536| 3,454,965 | 3,688,920 4,177, 407 | 4, 283, 840 3, 755, 896 
New Brunswick 2, 048,091 | 2,053, 595 | 2,307, 605 | 2,527,474 2, 124, 148 | 2, 675, 844 2, 420, 556 
UES Hee aeepee nee ere 19, 240,015 | 21,310,810 | 22, 629, 851 | 24,932, 302| 25,405, 212 | 22,506,182] 19,476, 949 
ONCarIO Re 31, 862, 708 | 34,083, 166 | 38,052, 587 | 40, 463,904 | 39,570, 781 | 37, 269,532 | 33, 366, 109 
Manitoba nee 4, 235, 223 | 4,197, 205 | 4,604,683| 4,812, 497 9, 030,045 | 5, 169, 144 4, 343, 614 
Saskatchewan .............. 3, 360, 125 | 3, 505, 695 | 3,738, 865 | 4,479,432 4, 583,073 | 5,053, 250 4, 493, 472 
Alberta... sepecnnasaee 4,924,371 | 5,314,331] 6,044,996] 6,937, 291 7,676, 634 | 8,464,959 7,911, 679 
British Columbia ?........ 7,538,939 | 7,826,356} 8,740,857] 9,522, 143 | 10, 200,043 | 9, 890, 408 8, 824,096 


1. Receïpts from admissions only. 
2. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


TABLE 4. Principal Statistics of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces and for 
Selected Cities !, 1955 


No. of oo J 
7 , oy rom Number of Potential Average | Average 

Province and City eae admissions Pen : paid number of | capacity | admission 

ments ties: admissions admissions | utilized | price 

axes) 
$ ¢ 

CAN ene ee tera 1, 950 | 984,389 | 86,373, 652| 10, 264, 183|..184, 968,467| 799, 823, 835 23 47 
Newfoundland 80| 19,719| 1,379, 886 221,419) 3,447,727| 11,029, 663 31 40 
Prince Edward Island 14 5,531 401,395 71, 518 978, 492 3, 093, 635 32 41 
Nova Scotia 84| 43,479) 3,755, 896 401,348 9, 296, 881| 36, 964, 040 25 40 
Halifax"22;.. 2e 10 8,922 | 1, 269, 823 141,417 2,602/6852 NN Li, 187,852 23 49 
DYADEV Ares 5 3, 619 276, 923 29, 835 666, 429 2, 711, 660 25 42 


Other places  ....r-cs0r 69 | 30,938! 2, 209, 150 230, 096 6,027,600! 23,064, 528 26 37 
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TABLE 4. Principal Statistics of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces and for 
Selected Cities!, 1955 — Concluded 


Province and City 


New Brunswick ............ 
SOS SO 1 .ccccceccecsones 


Other places 


Rouyn .. 
HULL: 


ÉCOELEPEEELE 


COPECELCOECCEEE LEE LEE 


Three Rivers 


Verdun 


monsososessessceseuece 


CON LETS 00) Seana ers ne ee 


Toronto 


Hamilton 


Sudbury 


North Bay 


Oshawa 


peccccesvccccesosccses 


ÉCCELELLEELEL LEZ LE) 


snnsronsesnossousensse 


sosssscosssconssssese 


cnnsnsesssssvossesse 


sonsssosssosssse 


Peterborough eh 


Sault Ste. Marie 


Other places 


Manitoba 


Winnipeg 
Other places 


ÉPPETECEECOEL ELLE ET EE] 


CPCECEPELEEEL EEE 


Saskatchewan 


Regina 


Saskatoon 


Alberta .... 


CEPETEPEPECEE CIEL ELLES 


CETELELELELEL EEE 


CCCECEELEETE 


CPEETEEEEECEEET EEE EEE) 


HGAMONLON th. 


Calgary 


CETETEELLECEEE ELLE 


Betnbridge :.:......::.. 


Other places 


British Columbia? 


CCTELELEECEE 


…... 


NANCOUVET .ccsscscccsscoee 
MICLOTIA File. 


Other places 


ÉETELCEELELLE 


Yukon and Northwest 
derritoriest:.. 72 


1. Includes only those theatres located within the incor 
2. Total receipts (excluding taxes) divided by number o 


Seating 


capacity 


29, 979 


9, 843 
24, 136 


239, 028 


70, 502 
10, 609 
2, 646 
4, 102 
3,071 
3,525 
3, 526 
141, 047 


336, 504 


90, 163 
19, 121 
16, 190 
8,012 
7, 769 
6,033 
4, 704 
4, 940 
4,777 
3, 994 
3, 850 
3, 130 
3, 159 
3,441 
3, 274 
153, 947 


66, 028 


26, 923 
39, 105 


69, 747 


6, 095 
6, 193 
57, 459 


80, 508 


13, 016 
10, 602 

2, 818 
54,072 


93, 866 


34, 794 
7, 145 
50, 497 


1, 430 


ance, matinee and evening prices, etc. ‘ 
3. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


Receipts 
from 
admissions 
(excluding 
taxes) 


$ 


2,420,556 


563, 844 
1, 856, 712 


19, 476, 949 


8,931,625 
1, 415, 659 
316, 616 
434, 190 
286, 097 
384, 619 
360, 981 
7, 347, 162 


33, 366, 109 


10, 909, 662 
1, 846,917 
1, 982, 920 
1,029, 454 

827, 422 
866, 625 
458,918 
361, 724 
502, 289 
432,976 
447,054 
479, 604 
450, 161 
405, 040 
435, 795 
11, 929, 548 


4, 343, 614 


2, 617, 104 
1, 726, 510 


4,493,472 


868, 928 
703, 222 
2,921, 322 


7, 911, 679 


2, 214, 705 
1, 992, 861 

439, 926 
3, 264, 187 


8, 824, 096 


3, 632, 930 
853, 533 
4, 137, 106 


200, 527 


Amusement 
taxes 


$ 


279, O72 


68, 429 
210, 643 


3, 049, 661 


1, 308, 794 
215, 287 
44,961 
65, 851 
42, 817 
92, 986 
96, 391 
1, 262, 574 


3,389, 309 


1, 136, 332 
182, 279 
204, 668 
107, 100 

83, 241 
87, 858 
44, 819 
37, 533 
51, 717 
42, 607 
47,014 
48, 379 
47, 481 
40, 629 
43, 743 
1, 183, 909 


520, 788 


352, 629 
168, 159 


269, 382 


71, 118 
52, 936 
145, 328 


771, 357 


227, 916 
212, 784 

43, 707 
286, 950 


1, 290, 329 


530, 325 
128, 273 
615, 216 


16, 515 


Number of 
paid 
admissions 


6, 102, 410 


1, 334, 144 
4, 768, 266 


38, 438, 850 


16, 020, 829 
2, 811, 407 
959, 800 
830, 465 
594, 870 
785, 432 
734, 765 
16, 101, 282 


69, 821, 911 


19, 737, 630 
3, 608, 855 
4, 347, 290 
1,918, 793 
1, 680, 418 
1, 586, 494 

988, 513 
744,086 
1, 152, 317 
994, 719 
984, 833 
945, 738 
943, 377 


974, 959 
28, 397, 651 


10, 936, 090 


5, 805, 870 
5, 130, 220 


10, 636, 688 


1, 813, 209 
1, 660, 930 
7, 162, 549 


15, 924, 171 


4, 106, 376 
3, 359, 763 

975, 238 
7, 482, 794 


19, 385, 247 


7,417, 567 
1, 645, 720 
10,012, 742 


309, 218 


porated limits of the eit 
f admissions. No correc 


Potential 
number of 
admissions 


23 596, 964 


9, 924, 568 
17, 672, 396 


197, 390, 497 


92, 561, 308 
14, 971,918 
2, 584, 608 
4,054, 063 
3, 912, 920 
3, 412, 344 
4, 487, 574 
71, 405, 762 


311, 810,578 


89, 268, 607 
17, 701, 836 
17, 994, 102 
10, 203, 692 
9,073, 464 
7, 430, 592 
5, 641, 404 
6,041, 412 
5, 126, 680 
9, 579, 476 
5, 447, 832 
3, 194, 620 
3, 721, 200 
4, 783, 584 
4, 583, 488 
116,018, 589 


46, 817, 965 


30, 395, 942 
16, 422, 023 


39, 998, 684 


8,056, 880 
7,355, 556 
24, 586, 248 


57, 490, 847 


16, 291, 990 
13, 802, 690 

3, 299, 296 
24,096, 871 


71, 630, 962 


34, 648, 440 
7, 873, 696 
28, 497, 566 


611, 260 


His are made for juvenile attend- 


Average 
capacity 
utilized 


To 


Average 2 
admission 
price 


¢ 
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Period of operation 
and province 


Total, all theatres 


Canada nee 


Full-time (operating 300 
days and over) 


Canada 72... 0r0 


Part time (operating less 
than 300 days) 


CANADA Re 


1. Including Yukon an 


MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES 


TABLE 5. Employment and Payroll, 1955 


Total 


employees 


Total 


payrol] 
Ee 


8,378} 6, 073/19, 447, 690 | 2, 061 


225,493 
53,331 
736, 230 
477,913 
4,014, 062 
8,041,590 
1,066,049 
913,327 
1,421,702 
2,497, 993 


18, 337, 855 


215,530 
31,495 
679,745 
462,549 
3,885,119 
7,724,324 
1,013, 227 
829,021 
1,359,049 
2,137, 796 


1,109, 835 


9,963 
21,836 
56,485 
15,364 

128, 943 
317, 266 
52, 822 
84, 306 
62,653 
360, 197 


d Northwest Territories. 


Projectionists 


Due Je fume Le 
$ 


81,688| 


14,464 
222, 135 
157,114 


350, 753 
301, 416 
489,605 
956, 277 


515, 960, 263 


80,439 

9,602 
200, 398 
149,379 


326, 127 
260, 784 
456, 229 
818, 257 


455,297 


1,249 

4,862 
21,737 

1, 135 
62,694 
120, 366 
24,626 
40,632 
33,376 
138,020 


Assistant 
projectionists 


$ $ 


20/ 161, 640 | 6, 042] 6, 039|12, 870,490 


20,862 
10,312 
4,476 
15, 505 
5,581 


Al] other employees 


136, 126 
36, 789 
504, 539 
316, 526 
2,834, 646 
5, 292, 305 
702, 347 
603,492 
914,069 
1,529,651 


12,247, 162 


128, 181 
21,893 
472, 220 
309, 710 
2,776,782 
5,097, 154 
676, 788 
563,761 
887, 315 
1, 313, 958 


622, 728 


1,945 
14,896 
32, 319 

6, 816 
57, 864 

195,151 
25, 559 
39,731 
26, 754 

215, 693 
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TABLE 6. Proprietors of Unincorporated Firms!, 1955 


Period of operation 
and province 


OR AN COREL CS ce. ennemies 
Full-time (operating 300 days and over) 
TR SOUS PRO RE ee ee 
PS AOUITTO LENT) Gales MN ee eee Sa cseesdbeadss sae saxseteuseteve 
PninceRBWaTO Islande ln. 


CRE L'or ES ee aes ea SR PR ARR 
New Brunswick ............... LEE PR LEA CES. SERRES SR 


LAINE RER ER PSE 
tt Se re PIE RER Sonasaa cic gente otc 


MS PLT l LUMP es en 


DEVANT RM Dec Seve cucdectaccsecesetverates 
PNCOLAWATANIS LAN 1... scores cvenscenee 
Nova Scotia ............ once ee ua 
eri EEE RE ER eres eee 


CHSCT. LR RP ea 
TGR, Lae ee t ee 
rein CO no) Sah ances acces <-chac soacauasiasiscliasnaecxsakeaninsonrees 


Total With Salary Without salary 
meee Female 


$ 

103 711, 671 1,017 5 64 
58 603, 380 440 192 
a 8, 138 21 3 
= = 9 2 
2 4,326 ify 10 
4 13, 600 15 6 
18 144, 397 123 18 
11 187,977 90 45 
3 45, 262 36 21 
5 34,509 38 27 
12 99, 132 74 49 
3 66, 039 Fe LT 
45 108, 291 571 372 
2 1,778 22 25 
= = 7 2 
2 8, 680 14 3 
1 800 5 2 
21 37, 973 130 85 
2 9,538 47 27 
1 3,024 74 73 
10 15,345 141 88 
3 9,951 76 46 
3 21, 202 31 21 


1. Including family members not receiving a regular salary. 


2. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


TABLE 7. Motion Picture Theatres Classified According to Number of Establishments Under One 
Ownership, Canada 1930, 1940, 1951, 1955 


Year and number of establishments 
under one ownership 


nn Scabaenenst ences 
60 NN SOS Se ER 
CUP SCO RER 


CIRE se RENE ERP CRE ee 
dre RD cccocscesececacdeeedcasese 
MPURIONnineteen 10... 
ET ANA OVEL EE... uen llricrstecsoe 


CURE SR PE ere 
on RTE 
RPL O ainetoon 1. 
A OV i 


D. ein. 
ON AR NN 
Hourntomnineteente. Men must Lui 
ART BHA GWOT lio. Scie 


1. Not available. 


Admissions 


Amount Number % 


$ 


38, 130, 100 1 


15, 772, 000 1 
6, 390, 200 1 
15, 967, 900 1 


37, 474, 122 151, 590, 799 100.0 


9, 319, 639 43, 084, 387 28.4 
4,085, 878 19, 366, 119 12.8 
4,101, 564 17,519, 259 Wiens 
19, 967, 041 . 71,621,034 47.2 


90, 986, 110 239, 132, 227 100.0 


18, 898, 868 . 53, 892, 379 22.5 

7,484, 779 . 20, 550, 095 8.6 
12, 715, 425 35, 615, 209 14.9 
51, 887, 038 129, 074, 544 54.0 


86, 373, 652 184, 968, 467 100, 0 


19, 195, 379 ° 45, 283, 044 24.5 

8, 122, 183 20, 833, 207 11.3 
14,277, 602 32, 611, 140 17.6 
44, 778, 488 86, 241, 076 46.6 
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TABLE 8. Motion Picture Theatres by Size of Projection Equipment, by Provinces , 1955 


Receipts 
from admissions 
(excluding taxes) 


Amusement Paid 


Number of theatres 
taxes admissions 


using 


Province 
16mm. 
equip- 
ment 
Canada...f..1........ 85, 704, 141 | 669, 511 | 10, 191, 623 183,314, 106 | 1, 654, 361 
Newfoundland ................ 1,280, 319 | 99,567 214, 898 |. 3,171, 233 276,494 
Prince Edward Island .. 401, 395 71,518 978, 492 - 
NOVA SCOR. 2 2 2 2 
New. Brunswick: 3.42: 2 2 2 2 
Quebec. fist 19, 325, 543 | 151,406 | 3,028,763 | 20,898 | 38,123, 168 315, 682 
Mis chy PRE PRE ne oe 33, 286, 781 | 79,328 | 3, 382, 402 6,907 | 69,617,882 204, 029 
Manitoba: i: M sue 4,309,094 | 34, 520 518,091 2,697 | 10, 840, 394 95, 696 
Saskatchewan 4,443, 153 | 50,319 269, 382 ~ 10, 502, 724 133, 964 
ALBOTUAG SE rase 7,844,071 | 67,608 763,437 7,920 | 15,738,453 185, 718 
British Columbia! ........ 8,642, 722 | 181,374 | 1,263,378 | 26,951 | 18,957,050 428, 197 


1. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
2. Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals. 


TABLE.9, Number of New Motion Picture Theatres, Theatres Re-opened, and Theatres Closed, 
by Provinces, 1955 


New Theatres Theatre Net 
theatres re-opened closed change 


Province 


Quebec 


Ontario 


1. Theatres closed all of 1955 but which were in operation during 1954. In addition there were 53 theatres which 


closed during 1955 but which are included in this bulletin for that part of 1955 for which they were in operation. 
2. Unchanged. 


3. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
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PART I— DRIVE-IN THEATRES 


The number of drive-in theatres in operation 
during 1955 increased by 12 over 1954 bringing the 
total number of establishments to 242. These drive- 
in theatres had a car capacity 4 per cent greater 
than 1954 at 97,289 and seating capacity for 2,012 
persons. Receipts excluding taxes amounted to 
$5,755,158, which was 9 per cent less than in 1954 
when drive-in theatres had receipts of $6,316,947. 
In addition, drive-ins collected $601,836 in amuse- 
ment taxes. Other sources of revenue not included 
above were sales of merchandise (candy, cigarettes, 
etc.) $2,220,961, rental revenue from concessions 
_ and vending machines $64,066 and revenue from the 
projection of commercial films $100,128. The num- 
ber of paid admissions in 1955 was 11,521,718, 


Rent ; pie 
umber o rom 
Year establish- a" ads admissions 
ments p y (excluding 
taxes) 


$ 
5, 438 


274, 325 


9, 975 658, 641 
15, 924 | 1, 393, 760 
31,523 | 2, 290, 679 
40, 520 | 3, 347, 670 
50, 497 | 4, 409, 426 
74,419 | 5,862, 920 
93, 214 | 6, 316, 947 
97, 289 | 5,755, 158 


down 7 per cent from admissions of 12,380,246 a 
year earlier. Eleven drive-in theatres reported the 
use of 16mm projection equipment and these ac- 
counted for $44,009 of receipts excluding taxes 
and 89,957 paid admissions. 


With 2,215 gainfully employed persons in drive- 
in theatres the year 1955 registered a slight in- 
crease over the 1954 total of 2,182. Projectionists 
increased from 207 to 221, assistant projectionists 
from 10 to 11 and all other employees from 1,964 
to 1,983. The total payroll, however, sustained a 
decrease of 3 per cent from $1,629,400 in 1954 to 
$1,599,714 in 1955. 


TABLE 10. Summary Statistics of Drive-In Theatres, 1947 to 1955 


Employment and payroll 


Amusement Number of 
taxes tone Salaries 
Male Female and wages 


$ $ 

57, 702 670, 583 61, 432 
131, 124 1, 595, 947 170, 654 
245, 094 3, 091, 314 289, 608 
300, 028 4, 943, 000 557, 065 
406, 611 6, 554, 572 792, 181 
540, 390 8, 379, 586 998, 135 
685, 389 | 11, 134, 788 1, 432, 636 
721, 630 | 12, 380, 246 1, 629, 400 
601, 836 | 11, 521, 718 _ 1, 599, 714 


Rental 


Revenue 


Receipts revenue 
c from from Hu g Number of 
. a) Pi s . 
Province aif drinks, | conces She paid 
el GE (excluding cigarettes, [sions and| 6cja | admissions 
taxes) t vending films 
machines 


ÉCECECELEEE CELTIC ELLE) 


11, 521, 718 


Newfoundland 

Prince Edward Island .. ; 
awa SCOtiA Le . ieeees : 
ee 4, 371 179, 484| 20, 340 57,450| 4, 859 387, 005 
IE ROSE EE — x: 3 7 a 5 
D te 43, 110 2, 532, 163 | 264, 834 | 1,005,149] 31, 641 4, 594, 681 
Manitoba ..................... 6, 572 361, 890| 51, 397 122, 853 7, 274 686, 265 
Saskatchewan .........0-. 10, 577 620,982] 24,412 136, 387| 11, 285 1, 979, 942 
SR oe 14, 912 993, 349| 87, 351 418, 486 700 1, 697, 561 
British Columbia .......... 13, 134 823, 666| 127,198} 365,000} 3, 928 1, 702, 688 


1, Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals. 
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TABLE 12. Employment and Payroll, 1955 


Assistant 
projectionists 


Projectionists All other employees 


Total 
Province : em- 
ployees 


Canada. 2 Ee 1, 102, 313 


1 1 


NovaïScotia ns em = 1 1 
NewWeeruins wiki ....:..-.:-c ee 36, 609 9, 301 27, 308 
QUEDEC RER EE _ — — 
OnGarlO ee. eee ee 700, 404 231, 629 468, 385 
Manltobat..2n.n eee 80, 001 28, 021 51, 980 
Saskatchewan 2. 158, 874 43, 451 115, 423 
AIDER Re 300, 660 66, 404 233, 856 
103, 380 159, 323 


British Columbia 7. 265, 278 


1. Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals. 


PART TI— COMMUNITY ENTERPRISES 


This title refers to community or parish halls capacity as in 1954 the capacity utilization declin- 
in which motion pictures are exhibited by non-profit ed from 35 per cent of possible admissions to 32 
organizations such as churches, lodges, Boards of per cent but the average admission price increased 
Trade, Canadian Legion Branches, etc. Although a from 34 cents to 36 cents. Together Ontario and 
regular admission is charged, these halls differ from Saskatchewan accounted for almost 60 per cent 
regular theatres in that members of the organiza- of the business done by community enterprises. 


tions operating them frequently provide their ser- 
vices free of charge. 
The majority of community enterprises make 


The downward trend in receipts (excluding use of 16mm projection equipment and a count of 
taxes) barely perceptible in 1954 as compared to those in operation during 1955 revealed that 460 
1953, continued in 1955 and resulted in a 6 per cent establishments made use of this size while the 
decrease from $1,800,794 in 1954 to $1,690,377 in remaining 156 used 35mm equipment. This is also 
1955. During the same period the number of estab- true of the provinces except Prince Edward Island 
lishments declined 4 per cent from 645 to 616 and and Manitoba where 35mm projection equipment 
paid admissions 10 per cent from 5,269,925 to prevailed. Tables 13 and 14 contain additional 
4,757,223. With approximately the same seating data by provinces. 


TABLE 13. Principal Statistics of Community Enterprises, by Provinces, 1955 


No. of Seatin Receipts |, Number of Potential | Average Average 
Province establish- ok e ip (excluding paid number of | capacity | admission 
ments pacity | taxes) admissions | admissions | utilized | price ! 
Canada re 142, 110 | 1, 690,377 | 119, 967 | 4, 757, 223 | 14, 849, 509 .36 
Newfoundland 10, 195 184, 867 11, 694 495, 206 | 1,631, 436 -37 
Prince Edward Island IS 12, 626 402 39, 156 158, 810 32 
Nove Stolle ee 738 4, 884 380 14, 159 45, 554 - 34 
NewBrünswick 1,471 16,427 1, 669 54,711 124, 492 . 29 
SC lee ER 57, 550 510, 522 68, 004 | 1,441,589 | 5,534, 795 . 35 
COCR ae 7, 885 85, 543 3, 109 223, 570 593, 331 .38. 
Mañiiob ni Le oe 6, 366 97, 322 151| 276,876 887, 728 +35 
Saskatchewan ....... eee 34,974 434, 819 — | 1,272,425 | 3,783,681 - 34 
Alberns. a 14, 501 165, 398 14, 064 473,529 | 1,221,124 35 
British Columbia 1,319 178, 269 20, 494 466, 002 868, 558 - 38 


1. Total receipts (excluding taxes) divided by number of admissions. No corrections are made for juvenile attend- 
ance, matinee and evening prices, etc. 
2. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
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TABLE 14. Percentage Distribution of Community Enterprises by Size of Projection Equipment, 
by Provinces, 1955 


Number of community 


} Receipts % of total 
enterprises using 


(excluding taxes) 


Paid admissions 
% of total 


Province 
equipment equipment equipment equipment equipment equipment 

LN) IE Se a ea 460 56.4 46.1 
eNO LATIN os 4. Lu sa 42 55. 6 48.0 
Prince “dward Islande... 1 2 2 
SPRL EE LORRAINE 3 2 2 
BOIS UNS WACK ES... in 6 2 2 
on... 144 65. 9 39. 9 
Or Pi ee Re 36 36. 7 70.9 
LL DCE NI 6 83. 3 16. 1 
Bees OT ET SRE RER ER RER ETRS SIENNE 124 60. 9 41.0 
LULU. tte nil 61 42. 0 58. 9 
DAS Columbia... 37 30. 0 66.9 


1. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
2. Indicates figures are witheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals. 


PART IV — HALLS SERVICED BY ITINERANT OPERATORS 


Services provided by 128 itinerant operators 
to 590 halls in 1955 yielded receipts of $340,381 
and $20,499 in amusement taxes. Receipts were 
down 12 per cent from the 1954 total of $385,682 
received by 141 operators who serviced 658 halls. 
Taxes were down 22 per cent from $26,189. These 
amounts were paid by 947,038 movie-seers 


(1,106,070 in 1954) at an average admission price 
of 36 cents plus 2 cents for taxes (35 cents and 2 
cents in 1954) Generally, exhibitors used 16mm 
equipment but reports from Quebec and Saskat- 
chewan showed that one exhibitor in each of those 
provinces used 35mm projection equipment. The 
following table gives details by provinces. 


TABLE 15. Principal Statistics of Halls Serviced by Itinerant Exhibitors, by Provinces, 1955 


eta Number? | Guns | amusement | Number ot | Average, 
of halls taxes) taxes admissions price 

$ $ ¢ 
EE aah eee Aa 340, 381 20, 499 947, 038 + 36 
OS Us I en 60, 669 1,915 143, 882 . 42 

eranice Edward Island... 3 3 3 3 
CUT net 16, 279 2, 134 54, 820 - 30 

SST 2) 4 nn. 3 3 3 3 
Ee ST eet AR EE Pa ee 12, 764 1, 606 34, 888 + 37 
LR TR 63, 029 4, 641 182, 106 35 
to lin man 15,421 365 45, 657 . 29 
WYN mermnursocn ours 76, 399 — 217, 533 +35 
RL: 59, 762 5, 410 172, 472 630 
NEST ne na in 30, 995 3, 758 73,050 . 42 


1. Serviced by 128 itinerant operators. 


2. Total receipts (excluding taxes) divided by number of admissions. No corrections are made for juvenile attend- 


ance, matinee and evening prices, etc. 


3. Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals. 
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PART V—FILM EXCHANGES 


There were 64 companies engaged in the dis- 
tribution of motion pictures through 153 offices in 
1955, an increase of 16 firms from 1954. Most of the 
new companies included in 1955 for the first time 


were engaged in the distribution of television 
films. This category was formerly included With 
films for non-theatrical use. Receipts from all 


sources decreased 1 per cent from $36,667,612 in 
1954 to $36,272,019 in 1955. The distribution of 
receipts by source was as follows: Film rentals 
$35,498, 588; sale of advertising material $480,554; 
other sources $292,877. Film exchange companies 
employed 1,450 persons and paid $4,370,833 in 
salaries and wages in 1955. While the number of 
employees increased only 2 per cent over 1954 a 
5 per cent gain was registered for salaries and 
wages. 


The 35mm films rented for theatrical use were 
the principal source of revenue for the industry as 
a whole. While the 4,804 films in this class were 
only 16.9 per cent of the total number of all types 
rented, their revenue amounted to $30,021,928, or 
84.6 per cent of all revenue of film exchanges. In 
addition, 16mm films rented for theatrical use total- 
led 4,655 with revenue of $2, 102,460. 


Year exchange 


offices 


1. Not available. 


TABLE 17. Number of Films Rented 


Size of film 


Television use 


Receipts 


$ 


Total tain 32, 124, 388 
Sheen What. i ke 30, 021, 928 
LOMO LMS vee nn 2, 102, 460 


3,072, 992 


3, 072, 992 


Films rented for television use numbered 
12,773 with revenue of $3,072,992 while the cate 
gory of other non-theatrical use accounted for 6, 161 
films and revenue of $301,208. The television and 
other non-theatrical rentals were mostly 16mm. 


There were 2,462 new titles released during 
1955 for theatrical booking. Of this total, 1,493 
were 35mm and 969 16mm. New feature films (both 
35 and 16mm) released during this period accounted 
for 1,124 of the total. The data shown in Table 18 
does not include new films released primarily for 
television use or other non-theatrical purposes. 


The classification of the 1,124 new feature 
films released in 1955 as to country of origin was 
as follows: 


United Staves. «..ccccpaacmuseecnncouses 649 
FRANC Ory SAME hot RER RAS 340 
Great Britain eme EE 55 
Canada: 25e Reste 1 
FAT VS ee TT SN EE 54 
OPREP COMMUTES: sacre 29 

Total new feature films .................. 1,124 


Of these new feature films 779 were black and 
white and 345 in colour. 


TABLE 16, Principal Statistics of Film Exchanges in Canada, for Selected Years 


Average number 
of employees 
$ 


Salaries 
and wages 


Receipts 


Sale of ad- 
vertising 


$ $ $ $ 

832, 400 434, 281 12, 368, 446 373, 349 6, 157 
1, 189, 821 654, 376 16, 516,073 346, 636 95, 765 
1, 440, 177 668, 997 18, 652, 892 370, 250 124, 433 
1, 797, 045 866,059 21, 591, 712 443, 645 273, 153 
1, 956, 088 940, 534 26, 800, 789 487, 392 409, 699 
2,066, 494 | 1,062,033 32, 911,042 567, 144 501, 413 
2, 332,606 | 1, 208,070 34, 436,609 533, 977 475, 107 
2,568,670 | 1,598, 272 35, 773, 251 444,011 450, 350 
2, 812, 335 | 1,558, 498 35, 498, 588 480, 554 292, 877 


and Rental Receipts by Use and Size of Film, 1955 


Other 


non-theatrical use Total — All uses 


$ 
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TABLE 18, Type, Size and Language of New Films Released, for Theatrical Booking, 1955 


Type and size of film 


Total, All Types: 


Cartoons: 


Total all English French Other 
languages language language languages 


279 13 
276 61 
202 13 
196 Bi 
32 = 
7 at 
78 _ 
38 _ 
2 4 


PART VI—NATIONAL FILM BOARD ACTIVITIES 


Production 


The National Film Board produces approxi- 
mately 200 films a year. They include original films 
for theatrical, non-theatrical and television distri- 
bution and also language versions and revisions. 
In addition, in the fiscal year, ending March 31, 
1956, the Board produced news stories for dis- 
tribution in Canada and foreign countries, news- 
clips, trailers and TV stories of less than one reel. 


The Board also produced and distributed still 
photos about Canada and filmstrips of an infor- 
mational nature. 


During the year, the Board produced 62 original 
films for theatrical and non-theatrical distribution 
and 39 original films for television. There were 64 
language versions and revisions of already existing 
films, making a total of 205 films, or 452 reels. 
‘There were 40 news stories, 12 newsclips and 12 
short TV stories. 


Of total original production (101 films, includ- 
ing television) 79 were in English, 22 in French. 
There were 13 versions in other languages. Forty- 
two films—originals and revised versions — were 
sponsored by Government departments. 


The Board’s films were seen on Canadian tele- 
vision a total of 3,211 times, a substantial increase 
over the previous year’s 2,614. Three series of 
films were made available to television, ‘‘Perspec- 


tive’? and ‘‘Passe-partout’’, both original offerings 
and ‘‘About Canada’’, made up of films originally 
produced for theatrical and non-theatrical distri- 
bution. Television bookings in other countries total- 
led 1,459. 


The Board’s films were booked into Canadian 
theatres a total of 7,310 times. Bookings in other 
countries totalled 21,519. 


Non-theatrical distribution in Canada is by way 
of film libraries and depots which are used by mem- 
bers of Film Councils and other film using groups; 
and also through film circuits which: make films 
available at selected showing points. By these 
means, the Board’s films reached a non-theatrical 
audience in Canada of 14,469,686 during the year. 
A large segment —6,550,973—consisted of school 
children. 


The Board’s films are also distributed in other 
countries through Canadian Government posts and 
through educational and cultural agencies. This 
type of non-theatrical distribution reached an at- 
tendance of 17,600,383. A further audience, impos- 
sible to estimate, was attained through sale of 
prints of the Board’s films. In Canada, 3,981 prints 
were sold; and, in other countries a further 3,008. 
Filmstrip sales in Canada came to 9,393 and in 
other countries to 3,137. 
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NOTICE 


The annual reports prepared by the Industry and Merchandising Division of the Bureau 
of Statistics are divided into 3 volumes, as follows: Volume I — The Primary Industries, 
including mining, forestry and fisheries; Volume II — Manufacturing; Volume III — Merchan- 
dising and Services. 


Volume III consists of the following parts with individual trade reports listed under 
each: 


Part I — Wholesale Statistics 


A — Wholesale Trade, 25¢ 
*B — Operating Results of Food Wholesalers, 25¢ 
*C — Operating Results of Dry Goods, Piece Goods and Footwear 
Wholesalers, 25¢ 
*D — 1 Operating Results of Automotive Parts and Accessories 
Wholesalers, 25¢ 
2 Operating Results of Drug Wholesalers, 25¢ 
3 Operating Results of Hardware Wholesalers, 25¢ 
4 Operating Results of Plumbing and Heating Supply 
Wholesalers, 25¢ 
5 Operating Results of Household Appliance & Electrical 
Supply Wholesalers, 25¢ 


Part Il — Retail Statistics 


F — Retail Trade, 50¢ 
G — Retail Chain Stores, 50¢ 
*H — Operating Results of Food Store Chains, 25¢ 
* I — Operating Results of Clothing Store Chains, 25¢ 
* J — 1 Operating Results of Variety Store Chains, 25¢ 
2 Operating Results of Drug Store Chains, 25¢ 
3 Operating Results of Furniture Store Chains, 25¢ 
K — Operating Results of Independent Food Stores, 25¢ 
L — Operating Results of Independent Clothing Stores, 25¢ 
M — Operating Results of Independent Hardware, Furniture, 
Appliance, Radio and Television Stores, 25¢ 
N — Operating Results of Filling Stations and Garages, 25¢ 
O — 1 Operating Results of Independent General Stores, 25¢ 
2 Operating Results of Independent Restaurants, 25¢ 
3 Operating Results of Independent Fuel Dealers, 25¢ 
4 Operating Results of Independent Drug Stores, 25¢ 
5 Operating Results of Independent Jewellery Stores, 25¢ 
6 Operating Results of Independent Tobacco Stores, 25¢ 
P — Retail Credit, 25¢ 


Part III — Services and Special Fields 


Q — Laundries, Cleaners and Dyers, 25¢ 

R — Motion Picture Theatres, Exhibitors and Distributors, 25¢ 
S — Hotels, 25¢ 

T — Sales Financing, 25¢ 

U — Farm Implement and Equipment Sales, 25¢ 

V — New Motor Vehicle Sales and Motor Vehicle Financing, 25¢ 
W — Advertising Agencies (Memorandum), 10¢ 

X — Motion Picture Production (Mémorandum), 10¢ 


The reports are punched to permit of filing in a ring binder. 


* Biennial reports — not issued for 1956. 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


General Summary of All Motion Picture Exhibition ................cccsescnssseesceeeeeees 


Pr DHIC TLeView OL Motion Piclure SUALISUICS 5... Rent cb ovsececk sscaessoccdsesveoseoedbeaees 


PART 1. Motion Picture Theatres 


This section deals only with regular theatres but includes those using both 16 
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MOTION PICTURE THEATRES, EXHIBITORS AND DISTRIBUTORS 


During 1956 there were 177,301,391 recorded The per capita expenditure on motion picture 
admissions to motion picture programs in Canada’s entertainment averaged $6.04, $0.70 less than in 


2,986 regular theatres, drive-in theatres, community 1955 and $2.26 less than the peak year 1953. 
or parish halls and halls operated by itinerant ex- 
hibitors, compared with 201,360,615 admissions 


recorded by 3,398 establishments in 1955. Gross Statistics relating to the four types of motion 
receipts of the four types of establishments amount- picture exhibitors and to distributors of films are 
ed to $97,077,598, of which $9,308,778 was for presented in the following sections of this report. 
amusement taxes. In 1955 the figures were A statement covering the activities of the National 
$105,166,053 and $11,006,435 respectively. Film Board is included. 


Summary of Motion Picture Theatre Exhibition in Canada, 1956 


Halls 


item Total Regular Drive-in Community | serviced by 
all types theatres theatres enterprises itinerant 
operators 


Pramber of theatres and halls... 2, 986 1, 849 237 506 394 

_ Receipts from admissions (excluding taxes) $ 87, 768, 820 80, 666, 267 5, 394, 296 1, 456, 332 251-925 
MUSIC LAKE ED ite eG seraceascsseeserenvsvenedeteenetos $ 9, 308, 778 8, 674, 890 519, 638 100, 745 13, 505 
pares pete AE anne 177, 301, 391| 162, 859, 006 9, 705, 982 4, 050, 779 685, 624 


Per Capita Expenditure’ on Motion Picture Entertainment, Canada and the Provinces, 
for Selected Years 


1946 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 
$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 


7.12 80 6. 74 


Province 


A 


8 


7. 78 8. 30 


8 


HÉSITER SRE TER 6. 15 


BCMBL OUI AI .tecsvccidseccoesenssccscscesevorecsessese 2 2. 69 2.93 3.82 4.03 4.43 4, 52 3. 59 
Prince Edward Island ss 3. 3. 82 3. 3.94 4.06 4, 4.90 3.93 
TE, SONNERIES Enr 6. 5.38 5. 6.08 1.35 he 6. 46 5.13 
EAE AUTIS WACK v.25 ¢ccsovvsacsacescccsessosesenesssons 4, 4.44 4, 4. 99 6. 02 Ds 5. 23 4.76 
EC occa or cratoceterscocaccncerecessussscuewsses 4, 5. 74 6. 6.52 7. 00 6. 5. 11 4.87 
RAAT Foote cceeeacccscctasecdctseeceyenvatiseeveuscsnesnocee fi 8.94 9. 9.80 9. 67 8. 7.66 6. 93 
RO OO DA nie nes a 23270 5 6. 20 6. TO 7.74 he 6.35 Beal 
CLR EE MEL ENORME 4. 4. 67 4, 5. 61 1.07 Te 6. 66 6. 06 
cn sr eos care tenatsenesemmercocsentrves 5, 6.71 7, 7.79 9137110 9. 7.99 

8. 8 8. 9. 29 10. 10.13 8. 7.20 


DS h Columbia ee 


1. Based on total receipts (admission charges and taxes) of regular theatres, drive-ins, community enterprises and 
halls serviced by itinerant operators. 

2. Not available, or 

3. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
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PART 1— MOTION PICTURE THEATRES 


In 1956 motion picture theatres in Canada 
numbered 1,849 and had receipts (excluding taxes) 
of $80,666,267, a decrease of 7 per cent below the 
1955 volume reported by 1,950 theatres. Largest 
percentage decreases in receipts occurred in the 
three most easterly provinces — Newfoundland 16 
per cent, Prince Edward Island 32 per cent, Nova 
Scotia 18 per cent, while declines ranging from 1 
to 14 per cent were evident for the other provinces. 
Amusement taxes collected by theatres amounted 
to $8,674,890, down 15 per cent from $10,264,183 
in 1955. 


Of the 1,849 theatres, 206 were equipped with 
16 mm. projection equipment. Receipts (excluding 
taxes) of these 16 mm. locations amounted to 
$693,661 from 1,680,858 admissions, while amuse- 


of unincorporated firms, of whom 376 drew $574,090 
in salaries, and 609 unpaid members of proprietors’ 
families. 


The 1,849 establishments operating in 1956 
had a seating capacity for 941,085 persons compared 
with 984,389 in 1955. There were 162,859,006 paid 
admissions in 1956 representing a 22 per cent 
utilization of the potential capacity. In 1955 these 
figures stood at 184,968,467 admissions and 23 per 
cent capacity utilization. 


The average admission price (excluding taxes) 
in 1956 was calculated at 50 cents, up 3 cents when 
compared with 1955. The highest average admission 
price was recorded in Quebec (54 cents) and the 
lowest in Newfoundland (39 cents). The admission 
prices including taxes were as shown below. 


ment taxes amounted to $68,355.Some 1,208 theatres 


were open for 300 days or more and 641 were in Average Admission Price (Including Taxes) 


operation for less than 300 days of the year. DATA ren ne OE 
DOWIOUNG BOG ss AR ee SBE 

Theatres provided employment for 13,661 per- Prince Edwards ne. nca ele 
sons in 1956, 790 less than in 1955, and paid NOV ECB cate nn cars din DDR 
$17,893,732 in salaries and wages compared with NEW DURS WICK Rat ru OR 
$19,447,690 in the previous year. Of the total QUO RER Tan ment entre ls OO 
amount paid in salaries and wages, $6,027,121 went CGAL IGS area ne ee remets cine DOE 
to 2,013 projectionists, $172,984 to 325 assistant MAN Obama DC 
projectionists and the balance, $11,693,627, was SOAR ALC MC WANN nee eee ere LOC 
shared bY 11,323 other employees. Also engaged 7c RS RE AN OT RETENU UN 
in operating the business were 1,199 proprietors BHISD COMM IR: ER ee he OR 


TABLE 1. Summary Statistics of Motion Picture Theatres 1935 to 1956! 


Receipts from Employment and payroll? 


N kth admissions Amusement N eer of 
ener Mi (excluding taxes admissions = Salaries 
taxes) Male Feinale and wages 


$ $ 


re 27, 011, 700 117, 520, 795 4, 798, 900 
a 29! 440! 000 126, 913: 947 4° 906! 100 
NT RTE 32, 163, 000 133, 668, 450 5; 560, 900 
{a 33, 346, 182 137, 381, 280 5; 621, 505 
OE a a 33, 696, 244 137, 898, 668 5, 908, 140 
LU NN 37, 474, 122 151, 590, 799 6, 330, 982 
OS ESE Le 40,795, 897 161, 677, 731 6, 173, 553 

she. nineraahdea ls 45,719, 911 | 11, 557, 262 | 182, 845, 765 8, 205, 140 
eaves eS 51, 484, 611 | 13, 159, 883 | 204, 677, 550 5, 882, 425 
mamans 53, 173, 325 | 13, 555, 730 | 208, 167, 180 9, 380, 731 
NT | ens 55, 430, 711 | 14, 055, 021 | 215,573, 267 9, 63, 718 
LLC 59, 888, 972 | 15,052, 994 | 227, 538, 798 10, 466, 251 
A ie aah el 62, 865, 279 | 15, 819, 402 | 220, 857, 594 11, 587, 943 
1 68, 694, 321 | 13,583, 324 | 219, 289, 424 12. 985, 

AE A RE 77, 419, 472 | 12, 563, 737 | 229, 312, 348 14, 438, 048 
CSS RSS rs 82: 707, 762 | 11, 444, 668 | 231, 746, 881 15, 640, 372 
meee iss... 90,986, 110 | 11, 373, 629 | 239, 132, 227 17, 137, 276 
ne me 98, 851, 349 | 12, 308, 148 | 247, 732, 717 1 , 868, 116 
oo) et Sali rss 100, 889, 361 | 12, 760, 235 | 241, 182, 726 20, 018, 413 
Sn 97. 012, 140 | 12, 098, 922 | 218, 508, 653 0, 154, 337 
ee eek we A 86, 373, 652 | 10, 264, 183 | 184, 968, 467 19, 447, 690 

Re eee ae... 80, 666, 267 | 8, 674, 890 | 162, 859, 006 17, 893, 


1. Figures prior to 1948 include Community Enterprises. 
2. Not including proprietors of unincorporated firms. 

3. Indicates figures are not available. 

4. Including Newfoundland from 1949. 
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TABLE 2. Receipts of Motion Picture Theatres from Admissions, by Frovinces, 1950 to 1956 


(Excluding amusement taxes) 


Province 


$ 


Canad a .ocsccscnaees 82, 707, 762 | 90, 986, 110 | 98, 851, 349 | 100, 889, 361 | 97,012,140 | 85, 373, 552 | 80, 666, 267 
Newfoundland ss. 863,734 | 1,098,611 | 1,150,836 | 1,174,724] 1,301,452 | 1,379,886 | 1,163,994 
Prince Edward Island... 286, 334 313, 090 336, 700 347, 294 397, 529 401, 395 273, 395 
Nova Scotia cnrs. 3, 266,536 | 3,454,965 | 3,688,920 | 4,177,407 | 4, 283,840 | 3,755,896 | 3,068,044 
New Brunswick se. 2° 053,595 | 2,307,605 | 2,527,474 | 2,724,148 | 2,675, 844 | 2,420,556 | 2, 158, 825 
Guehec onus eee 21,310,810 | 22,629,851 | 24,932, 302 | 25, 405, 212 | 22, 506, 182 | 19, 476, 949 | 19, 245, 824 
Ontario. «teste Ge 34’ 083, 166 | 38,052, 587 | 40, 463,904 | 39,570,781 | 37, 269, 532 | 33, 366, 109 | 31, 687, 826 
Waritobd me 4’ 197,205 | 4,604,683 | 4,812, 497 | 5,030,045 | 5,169,144 | 4,343,614 | 3,736, 306 
Saskatchewan veces 3° 505.695 | 3,738,865 | 4,479,432 | 4,583,073 | 5,053,250 | 4,493, 472 | 4,124,857 
Alberta 1.288 AR 5,314,331 | 6,044,99€ | 6,937,291 | 7,676,634 | 8, 464,959 | 7,911,679 | 7,090, 146 
British Columbia! ........ 7.826, 356 | 8,740,857 | 9,522,143 | 10, 200,943 | 9,890, 408 | 8,824,096 | 8, 117,050 


1. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


TABLE 3. Summary Statistics of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces, 1956 


Receipts 
Number of from A : Mumber of Employment and payroll x 
Province establish-| admissions ie paid 

ments (excluding BASE admissions M Salaries 

taxes) Male Female and wages 
$ $ $ 

Cana da A eiestevecsee 1, $49 | 80, 565, 267 8, 674, 890 152, 859, 006 17, 893, 732 
NewfoundlanG te. Terres 84 1,163,994 164,541 2,984, 753 216, 789 
Prince Edward Island 11 273, 395 47, 689 678, 501 40, 267 
Nova SCOLIA ee 82 3,068,044 286,110 Re SOULS 648, 386 
NeEWABTUNSWICRERER. 5 Dip SUG} RSPAS: 243, 747 Sait 00 447, 320 
QUEDEC sn 425 |19,245,824 2187, 61001 30, 123,932 3,763, 382 
ONTATION RE Re 470 | 31, 687, 826 2,983,825 | 61, 434, 901 7,426, 300 
Manitona eee 148 3, 736, 306 347,929 9,095, 019 934, 936 
Saskatchewan se 207 4,124,857 219,872 | 9,689, 520 859, 666 
Alberta nn PORTE 200 7,090, 146 675,181 | 14,046, 029 1, 323;696 
British=Columpiaie -...:cssset- 165 8 117050 918,326 |16,447, 529 2, 232, 990 


1. Not including proprietors of unincorporated firms. 
2. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


TABLE 4. Principal Statistics of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces and for 
Selected Cities , 1956 


Woof ee 2 
; a : rom Number of Potential Average | Average 
Province and city er pee admissions nes à paid number of | capacity ladmission 
(excluding EeS admissions admissions | utilized price 
ments taxes) 
$ $ % ¢ 
Canada ten ais: 1, 849 | 941,085 | 80, 656, 267| 8,674, 890 | 162, 859, 006 | 742, 255, 553 22 50 
Newfoundland 84 | 19,941 | 1,163, 994 164, 541 2,984, 753 | 10, 929, 976 27 39 
Prince Edward Island 11 4,188 213,395 47, 689 678, 501 2, 154, 968 31 40 
Nova Scotia 82 | 41,931 | 3, 068, 044 286, 110 7,381,241 | 34,523, 390 21 42 
Halles 27 10 8,909 | 1,022,688 107, 800 2,002, 119 | 10, 581,752 19 51 
SHUNCY’ oise 4 2,977 221 175 18,044 538,868 2, 728, 284 20 41 
Other DIACES 68 | 30,045] 1,824,181 160, 266 4,340,254] 21, 213, 354 23 38 
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TABLE 4. Principal Statistics of Motion Picture Theatres, by Province d 
Selected Cities!, 1956 — Concluded a. s and for 


Receipts 


a AT + 2 
: ' Seating from RUSSE Number of Potential Average | Average 
Province and city capacity admissions ice paid number of | capacity ladmission 
Feat admissions admissions | utilized price 
axes 


$ $ % ¢ 

New Brunswick .......... 29,520 | 2,158, 825 243,747| 5,317,581| 23,393, 764 23 40 
Sr DONNER Er 6,181 473, 538 56, 780 1,081,606 6, 693, 726 16 44 
Other places ess. 23, 339 1,685, 287 186,967 4, 295,975 16, 700, 038 26 39 
oo aa 230, 714 | 19, 245, 824| 2,787,670 | 35, 723,932 | 192, 272, 673 19 54 
MMIGHELCAL 2... 61092 €, 660,010 1228025 14, 195,940 $6,053, 627 16 61 
UTC DO Cu ssaeasdassenccyasans 10, 589 1, 384, 058 211, 409 2,610, 459 14, 060, 822 19 53 
MAAN eee AAC TE 2,642 347, 364 49, 054 587, 828 2, 950,922 20 59 
SHETOLOOKC » siveccceveseos 4,102 396, 818 54101 724,924 3,972, 423 18 Do 
EU SR 3,003 220,918 88,199 454, 194 3, 311, 068 14 49 
Mhtee RIVers su 31020 86D 2 BARS? 88 2, 020 2, 795, 000 32 41 
AVES RG Geacnnetet ee PDA 3421178 51,601 680,098 4, 430, 923 15 50 
Other places ............ 136, 278 7, 529, 206 1: 1055214 15, 588, 469 74, 697, 388 21 8 
MTL ATA tooo otc ie sesscoasenees 314, 004 | 31, 687,826] 2,983, 825 61,434, 901 | 285, 978, 505 21 52 
FPOTOMUO'. ccotcecdstesssetsss 80,185 | 10, 795, 037 1,043, 593 17, 527, 963 78, 804, 536 Die. 62 
HAMLEON TE... 18, 140 1,827,998 167,961 3, 386, 661 17, 234, 404 20 54 
OL AW Ac stacesciscavencesaoss 14, 683 1195 C0 HO LOL 3, 521, 868 17,896, 720 20 51 
TEROMOOME rsccearecsscusesscns 7,425 942,904 88,995 1, 698, 920 8, 984, 560 19 56 
MATOS OP cectooswscsensascs 7 He, BOUL 198, oie 76, 569 1, 483, 351 8, 142, 768 18 54 
PURPOSE PEER 6 51H60 828, 427 217229 1,519,029 7,125, 560 21 959 
SUR (0) LR EE 4 3,954 SO2AOLZ 33, 465 690, 461 5, 068, 284 14 51 
KGEQGHON Clerc ccs scceevevers 5 4,777 462,952 45, 800 1025388 4,611, 464 22 45 
St. Catharines ........ 5 3,994 389, 752 35, 667 859, 335 4,615, 872 19 45 
OSD AE He Naess LL 4 hy DS: 43€, 273 41,678 851, 431 3, 848, 532 22 51 
Peterborough ......... 4 3, 442 344, 417 31, 588 685, 184 3,912,816 18 50 
Sault Ste. Marie ...... 4 3214 445,807 40, 566 944, 018 4, 239, 040 2 47 
OMer places es. 3001 .157),593.| 42,277, 468 1,126,611 21,241,334 5121, 493,949 22 45 
NEATIEODA ser 61, 875 | 3, 736,306 347, 929 9,095, 019 | 41,110,983 22 41 
WANTT DES Le. ssescersssse 25, 887 2, 192, 823 222, 056 4,458, 184 25, 218, 401 18 49 
Other places .;<........- 35, 988 1, 543, 483 1257 813 4,636, 835 15, 892, 582 29 33 
Saskatchewan ............. 69,516 | 4,124, 857 219, 872 9, 689,520 | 36, 776, 978 26 43 
POBINA . nc apetescrssseensee 6, 091 700, 029 56, 959 1, 406, 937 ANA: 21 50 
SKA COON vecacssarsevscns 5, 1603 600, 350 34, 369 1, 264, 001 5, 897, 268 21 47 
Other places... 58,262 | 2,824,478 128'544| 7,018,582| 24,162, 512 29 40 
PARDON ers. Giesecrsscossvesese 80,231 | 7,090, 146 675, 181 14,046,029 | 54, 534, 431 26 50 
ONE boue 13,804 | 1,966,745 199, 298 3,421,016 | 14, 470, 884 24 57 
SPAS NN 10,604 | 1,734,979 181,555 2°762,674| 13,962, 806 20 63 
Other places .......0+ 55,823 | 3, 388, 422 294, 328 7,862, 339 | 26, 100,741 30 43 
British Columbia® ...... 89,165 | 8,117, 050 918,326 | 16, 447,529 60, 569, 885 21 49 
54 

WVanCouver,,:.c.......<0ss. 30,042] 3,195, 281 362, 283 5,880, 795| 25,817, 903 23 
SUNS FEV Le PENSE RER 7,649 741,111 83, 389 1, 392, 294 7, 425, 532 19 a 

Other places... 49,944 3,978, 024 456, 459 8,862,919 26, 643, 062 33 

Yukon and North- 

west Territories .. 1, 530 202, 574 16, 195 31415921 683, 388 46 65 


1. Includes only those theatres located within the incorporated limits of the city. 

2. Total receipts (excluding taxes) divided by number of admissions. No corrections are ma 
ance, matinee and evening prices, etc. / 

3. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


de for juvenile attend- 
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TABLE 5. Motion Picture Theatres by Size of Projection Equipment, by Provinces, 1956 


Number of theatres 


Province 


CANAGA soseccaccme sera caer eee 


Newfoundland 
Prince Edward Island .... 


seen eeneeecerecaee 


sen eeeeoeereeene 


CPETEETEEE EEE CELEEE LEE ETES 


sounsososossssnsssosssesse 


Receipts 
from admissions 
(excluding taxes) 


using 


1, 643 206| 79,972, 606| 693,661) 8, 606, 535 
27 57| 1,055,486} 108, 508 155, 259 
11 = 273, 395 47, 689 
79 3 1 1 
56 1 1 1 
392 33| 19,169,278} 76,546; 2,777, 006| 10, 664 
439 31| 31,490,023] 197,803] 2,966,042) 17, 783 
133 15} 3,699,303| 37,003 344, 704 3220 
183 24| 4,077,257) 47,600 219, 872 - 
180 20| 17,004,452) 85,694 668,616 6, 565 
143 22| 7,979,674| 137,376 897,894| 20,432 


Amusement 
taxes 


Number of 
paid 
admissions 
16 mm 
equip- 
ment 
1, 680, 858 
2, 681, 559 303, 198 
678, 501 — 
1 
1 
35, 547, 900 176, 032 
60, 968, 641 466, 260 
8,986, 757 108, 262 
oF GR, ins 128, 342 
13,869,135 176, 294 
16, 134, 113 313, 416 


1. Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals. 
2. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


Period of operation 
and province 


Total, all theatres 


Fee eee ee eres ererarere 


Que bec 
Ontario 


Teeter meer ee eeenerererereeesereee 
Ashen eso ererenseresesveeesesseues 
CCEETEETEEEE PET EEE SIT TITI 


CCEPEEEEEE EC EEE TETE) 


CCRECEEELEEE ES) 


Full-time (operating 300 
days and over) 


CREEEEEEEEEET EEE TITLE 
wee eeeee 
Aen eee PTE EE TETE ETES 


CCEEEEEEEE CETTE LITE 


TABLE 6. Employment and Payroll!, 1956 


Total 


employees Projectionists 


Total 


payroll 
at 
$ $ $ 


7, 787 |5, 874/17, 893, 732|1, 990| 23/6, 027, 121 | 300 


132 62 216, 789 38| — 75, 834} 13 
24 14 40, 267 8| — 11,652| — 
342| 286 648, 386 83| 1 199,671| 13 
222| 215 447, 320 69| 2 147,379| 8 
2,138} 981| 3,763,382); 517| 10/1, 108, 0951110 
2, 937 |2, 449] 7,426,300| 623| 212,534,995| 26 
391| 378 934,936); 122| 2| 329,716| 36 
428| 320 859,666| 143) 1| 296,388| 41 
919| 483) 1,323,696| 168| 3| 469,032| 23 
654| 686| 2,232,990| 219| 2| 854,359| 30 


6, 7745, 323| 16, 991, 235] 1, 644| 17|5, 663, 118 |208 


108 97 211,026 31| — 1390 eo 

16 12 37, 331 7| — 10,876| — 
285| 251 998, 440 67| — US 04 900 es 
197! 207 427, 382 SR ual 139,386! 7 


Assistant 


projectionists 


All other employees 


Salaries 


$ 


25|172, 984/ 5, 497 |5, 826/11, 693, 627 


1| 12, 884 
6 |. 41+191 
4, 147 
1| 66, 680 
3] 11, 784 
9, 586 
3) 17,461 
10} 13,116 
5| 30,195 


81 

16 
246 
145 
Tous 
2, 288 
233 
244 
328 
405 


61 128, 071 

14 28, 615 
283 441, 584 
213 295, 794 
970] 2,588, 607 
2,444] 4, 879, 521 
376 595, 634 
316 545, 817 
470 841, 548 
679 | 1, 348, 436 


191139, 694| 4, 922 |5, 287|11, 188, 423 


1} 12, 684 


68 


56 125, 041 
12 26, 455 
249 412, 962 
206 284, 605 
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TABLE 6. Employment and Payroll!, 1956 — Concluded 


; Total 
Period of operation employees Total 


Proj cer its Assistant 
projectionists | 7 oller employers 


and province payroll 
$ $ $ 


Full-time (operating 300 
days and over) —concluded 


PUTCO A er arte reeetrecesenseeeoce 
SAS MACCIEW All ..<..cocssccessoesesceos 
PRA CUA ters ose tesnnat ined’ s<seioasseunsoe 
British Columbia? 


Part-time (operating less 
than 300 days) 


EMA ccascctesevsecssessaceoeee 
ONTARIO im a easeetswsbeesses 


1. Not including proprietors of unincorporated firms. 


2. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


56, 223| 1,368) 904] 2,483,325 
11, 273| 2, 159|2, 333) 4,737, 720 
538, 997 
510, 873 
820, 110 
1, 248, 335 


505, 204 
3, 030 
2, 160 
28, 622 
11,189 
105, 282 
141, 801 
56, 637 
34, 944 
21, 438 

100, 101 


TABLE 7. Proprietors of Unincorporated Firms!, 1956 


Period of operation 
and province 


Total, all theatres …................................................ 
Full-time (operating 300 days and over) 
Eee D DT 


PC WV TOUT ATIC, se ott avers -okoccans<tscesicsos0esccsccteccovedesntnctssesccoes 
Prince Edward ISIand ....c.c.rcccscancceccoreccsacecesscecsseserrosscraee 
SNM re SE RS RP CPR EE 
NOENRÉrTINSWIGR. 2. doscentasneceponenpmss tonnes esse ares cadens 


NERO Mere esonsa sons eretpe tasses venerenneseesene 


CARE ee nn es acnemere sens sem pemcenstensreoraneronsvee 


NENIOUNOIANA rss ne tnssensessebonssesencenecosnpes rames ressens 
Prince Edward Island ........sssssssessssscoeeersocnoonecoeneee 
BUS) à FN RE 
DOM EURE WICK cord cores. cpocesccasscccecescsscersvuee rocenessesessasiecersinn 


MADAME ncecccccdttsnccocecoccesevcstescoseccocsccogsesconsssovocossneconses 
SASKATCHEWAN! feck sdcscsccorcccceccsscorscesersceneonspesesesecseseseveseaes ese 
des cewsa vers sp onasssansnssendewensdsrnesssees 
Path COON onc cnnccntncnensenncee ceorncceosnavnceessoovensnnensens 


1. Including family members not receiving a regular salary. 


2. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


With salary Without salary 
Female Salaries Female 
$ 


1, 808 282 574, 090 903 529 
825 182 474, 228 381 209 
13 4 11, 850 6 3 
6 = = 4 2 
19 = Æ 12 7 
21 5) 6, 900 10 5 
220 49 100, 452 105 90 
184 44 131, 460 86 41 
61 15 30,519 26 19 
75 18 31,119 35 12 
172 38 109, 233 73 52 
54 9 46, 099 24 18 
983 100 99, 862 522 320 
109 8 1, 806 79 20 
6 2 3, 120 3 1 
34 3 8, 680 12 16 
14 2 8, 228 5 2 
224 39 32, 050 107 65 
74 5 8, 340 38 29 
124 9 21511 66 47 
248 23 18, 944 121 94 
104 7 12, 153 62 32 
46 2 4, 230 29 14 
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PART I - DRIVE-IN THEATRES 


In 1956 there were 237 drive-in theatres in 
operation with a capacity for 91,521 cars compared 
with 242 drive-ins in 1955 with a car capacity of 
97,289. Receipts (excluding taxes), amounting to 
$5,394,296, were 6 per cent lower than receipts for 
the previous year. Paid admissions, numbering 
9,705,982, declined 9 per cent, a slightly greater 
decrease than took place in receipts. Amusement 
taxes amounted to $519,638, a drop of 14 per cent 
from 1955. Eight drive-ins were equipped with 16 mm 
projectors and these accounted for $32,305 of total 
receipts (excluding taxes) and 62,193 paid ad- 
missions. 

British Columbia and New Brunswick were the 
only provinces which showed gains over 1955 in 
receipts and number of paid admissions. British 


Columbia recorded an 11 per cent increase in 
revenue and a 3 per cent gain in admissions, while 
the increase in New Brunswick was 5 per cent for 
both revenue and admissions. The most notable 
decline occurred in Manitoba, where receipts 
dropped by 37 per cent and admissions 40 per cent. 


Drive-in theatres employed 2,142 persons and 
paid $1,526,731 in salaries and wages. The number 
of employees was made up of 214 projectionists, 12 
assistant projectionists and 1,916 other employees. 
Not included in the above figures were 48 propri- 
etors of unincorporated firms who drew $59;037 in 
salaries, 85 non-salaried proprietors and 69 mem- 
bers of proprietors’ families who were all actively 
engaged in operating the business. 


TABLE 8. Summary Statistics of Drive-In Theatres, 1947 to 1956 


Receipts 


Employment and payroll 


Number of from Number of 
Year establish- oa oe admissions ear na ok paid 
ments P (excluding admissions Male loue Salaries 
taxes) and wages 


$ $ $ 


ME PP CR UE 8 5, 438 274, 325 97, 702 670, 583 61, 432 
LOA Gi an sovocewstereaes -ccavecets 9,975 658, 641 131, 124 1, 595, 947 170, 654 
LOA A ee 30 15,924 | 1,393, 760 245, 094 3,091, 314 289, 608 
BODO rence 62 31,523 | 2, 290,679 300, 028 4, 943, 000 557, 065 
TOW PR ee nr 82 40, 520 | 3,347, 670 406,611 6, 554, 572 792, 181 
1952: nr re 104 50,497 | 4, 409, 426 540, 390 8, 379, 586 998, 135 
LEE PRO ns 74,419 | 5,862, 920 685,389 | 11,134,788 1, 432, 636 
1954 93,214 | 6,316, 947 721,630 | 12,380, 246 1, 629, 400 
LOSS ART es. 97,289 | 5,755, 158 601,836 | 10, 687, 887 1, 599, 714 
1956: see 91,521 | 5,394, 296 519, 638 9, 705, 982 1, 526, 731 


1. Number of paid admissions revised. 


TABLE 9. Principal Statistics of Drive-In Theatres, by Provinces, 1956 


Receipts 
| Ear from Number of 
Province it admissions paid 
capacity (excluding admissions 
taxes) 


Camden rem tt ae ee SO RSR 2 we Mee 5,394, 296 519,638 | 9, 705, 982 
Newiound lands: re ee ere ee: Oe — — + 
Prince-Wdward Island) eet. A RE Cr 1 1 1 
Nova-Scotia seceseeseessesensnwesnscsessassnnesseneresseceasteccssecenesccesees 1 1 1 
New-Brunswick 4, 231 187, 657 21, 457 407, 390 
Quebec _ — — = 
Ontario 41, 174 2, 388, 255 247,985 | 4,142,175 
Manitoba 6, 360 228, 341 25, 358 410, 783 
Saskatchewan 9,702 541, 618 22,528 | 1,015,154 
Alberta es 14, 480 910, 075 79,852 1,541, 501 
British Columbia 11, 303 915, 292 98,403 | 1,751, 522 


1. Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are includèd in the totals. 
2. Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories, 
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TARLE 10. Fmployment and Payroll of Drive-In Theatres!, 1956 


Assistant 
Projectionists 


| 


A th 
Province 11 other employees 


(CE EE Te 1,526, 731 1,031,339 
NOEMIOUROMANT sivcccveceescoceesscscsvas — — — — — | — — 
Prince Edward Island 2 2 — 2 — | — 2 
MOVE IS COLA... ree--esrrrossces ave 2 2 — 2 — | — 2 
NEWABTUNS WICK cesse DH SO 11 | — 12,953 | — — 24,404 
rat ME TRUE — — = - — — 
CINE RER ER ES 740,070 | 88 | — | 239,750 3 | — 499,090 
MACON En 69,097 | 13 | — 26,121 3 | — 42 TO 
SAS RALCNEMAN ce renmsnonos ee 120,977 — 37,236 | — — 83, 741 
RDC ee A ere ercenosonoe 264,558 2 | 66,661 1 | — 197,413 
British Columbia: .................. 238,913 11003220 5 | — 143,016 


1. Not including proprietors of unincorporated firms. 
2. Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals. 
3. Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


PART IN — COMMUNITY ENTERPRISES 


This title refers to community or parish halls seating capacity utilized was calculated at 31 per 
in which motion pictures are exhibited by non- cent, down from 32 per cent in 1955. The average 
profit organizations such as churches, lodges, admission price at 36 cents was unchanged from 
Boards of Trade, Canadian Legion Branches, etc. a year ago. 


Although a regular admission is charged, these 
halls differ from regular theatres in that members é : x 

of the organizations operating them frequently ue RE) AR ns 
Benes viel serrices free Of charge. 35 mm projectors had receipts of $813,331 (exclud- 
ing taxes) from 2,148,475 paid admissions, and 
those using 16 mm projectors received $643,001 
from 1,902,304 paid admissions. 


Of the 506 community enterprises in the motion 


Community enterprises numbered 506 in 1956, 
a decrease of 110 from the number in operation in 
1955. Receipts (excluding taxes) were down 14 per 


cent from $1,690,377 in 1955 to $1,456,332. Amuse- Paid employees numbered 694 and drew salaries 
ment taxes amounted to $100,745, a drop of 16 per and wages amounting to $197,637 during the year. 
cent from the previous year. Attendance at perform- Of these, 254 were projectionists who received 
ances given in these halls in 1956 numbered $102,705. In addition, there were 58 members of the 
4,050,779, a decrease of 15 per cent from the 1955 operating organizations who received $14,873 for 
admissions which numbered 4,757,223. The average their services and 274 who were not remunerated. 


TABLE 11. Principal Statistics of Community Enterprises, by Provinces, 1956 


; Receipts Number of Potential Average Average 
Province Seating (excluding Amusement paid number of | capacity admission 
capacity taxes) admissions| admissions | utilized price 


¢ 

BS Fes Se eee 116,922 | 1,456,332 | 100, 745 | 4, 050, 779 | 12, 942,227 31 36 
Newfoundland ss 8,432 114,647 4,332 269,241 | 1,102,294 24 43 
Prince Edward Island 960 12,964 1,007 39, 194 118,550 33 33 
NOV AOC ObIR ave cconensrscaseree sees 575 4,879 — 13,000 39,400 33 ou 
New Brunswick .................. 1, 716 25, 233 2,192 65,385 359,672 18 39 
OUCDÉC E-rea 46,092 417,186 56, 113 | 1, 267, 764 4,909,969 26 33 
RIE TU  dehammmpaientees 5, 297 78,332 3,250 190, 130 518,588 37 42 
IMATINCODE here 5,210 70,439 34 221,179 685,908 32 
SASKALCHE WAM Less 29, 239 368, 380 — | 1,043,790 | 3,021,980 PY 
AADErTR i ore 11,985 168, 642 13, 746 458,518 | 1,158,464 a 
British Columbia? mu 7,416 195, 630 20,071 482,584 | 1,027,402 


1. Total receipts (excluding taxes) divided by number of admissions. No corrections are made for juvenile attend- 


ance, matinee and evening prices, etc. #1 
2. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
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TABLE 12, Percentage Distribution of Community Enterprises by Size of Projection Equipment, 
by Provinces, 1956 


Number of community Receipts % of total Paid admissions 


enterprises using (excluding taxes) % of total 
Province 
35 mm. 16 mm, 35 mm, 16 mm, 35 mm. 16 mm, 
equipment equipment equipment equipment equipment equipment 


SA RS D os 47.0 
Newfound land AA. cosets erase re 3 64.9 
Prince Edward Island 2 
NOVA SCOTIA resserre cd cserecercoecucsoa teres 2 
NGWHETUNS WICK ES sr semer 2 
QUEDEG 71 ns rennes este ne ee re 41.7 
ONTArIO nr RS EN eee 63.4 
MANIBODA ER Rare 20. 1 
Saskatchewan :..227 38.0 
Al Dorval SR eters 91. 2 


British Columbia! 2.25.4. 2. 


1. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. j à : 
2. Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals. 


PART IV — HALLS SERVICED BY ITINERANT OPERATORS 


Exhibitors using portable equipment and show- admissions decreased 28 per cent to 685,624 from 
ing motion pictures in more than one town or village 947,038. Amusement taxes amounted to $13,505, a 
numbered 80 in 1956, down from 128 in 1955. These decrease from $20,499 in 1955. The average admis- 
operators serviced 394 halls as compared with 590 sion price increased to 38 cents from 36 cents for 
in the previous year. Receipts (excluding amusement the year previous. Without exception itinerant oper- 


taxes) amounted to $251,925, down 26 per cent as ators used 16 mm portable equipment in 1956. 
compared with receipts of $340,381 in 1955, while 


TABLE 13. Principal Statistics of Halls Serviced by Itinerant Exhibitors, by Provinces, 1956 


1 Receipts Number of Average 
Province Se (excluding ss es paid admission 
taxes) admissions price 2 


$ $ 


GANAGAG icc verre me een meee ieee 251, 925 13, 505 685, 624 38 
Newfoundlandts..c. NE ET RE 102 40, 663 1216 94, 639 44 
Prince RüwWardils lande 3 8 3 
NOVAISCOLIR ES PR AR RP Re 18 3 3 
NG Wy Bruns WICK SR a oro — z= 
QUEDEC Sk Eire cs AVR NE ee 14 12,522 35,520 40 
uit LR RE A cee 47, 693 128, 807 39 
SS ECO corn eaters cee ee 16, 414 58, 677 28 
Saskatchewan LR aca. needa eee 58, 503 166, 764 35 
AIDER ere Oe EE 34, 284 91, 037 


D is diadete exe 32, 994 77, 581 


1. Serviced by 80 itinerant operators. 

2. Total receipts (excluding taxes) divided by number of admissions. No corrections are made for juvenile attend- 
ance, matinee and evening prices, etc. 

3. Indicates figures are withhela to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals. 

4, Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
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EXHIBITORS AND DISTRIBUTORS 


PART V — FILM EXCHANGES 


During 1956 there were 53 Canadian film ex- 
change companies operating through 150 offices as 
compared with 64 in 1955 with 153 offices. The 
decrease in number of companies may be attributed 
for the most part to a refinement in classification. 
All but one of the companies excluded handled 
films of the non-theatrical type. Revenue from the 
rental of films amounted to $33,940,957, down 4 per 
cent from $35,498,588 in 1955. In addition, film 
exchange companies reported receipts of $446,504 
from the sale of advertising material and $2,084,481 
from other sources. Salaries and wages paid to 665 
male and 705 female employees amounted to 
$4,479,790. 


More films were rented for theatrical use in 
1956 but for a lesser amount when a comparison is 
made with 1955, while the reverse was true of films 
rented for television use. There were 10,562 films 
distributed to theatrical establishments for a 
revenue of $29,240,600, as compared with 9,459 
films and revenue of $32,124;388 in 1955. Ihe 
11,281 films leased for television use brought a 
revenue of $4,550,178. Comparable figures for 1955 
were 12,773 films and revenue of $3,072,992. The 


larger number of films handled consisted of the 
16 mm size but 5,812 35 mm theatrical films ac- 
counted for $27,185,678 of total rental revenue. 


Of the 10,562 theatrical films in circulation 
during 1956, 2,359 were new films, of which 1,034 
were features, 320 cartoons, 529 newsreels and 
476 other short subjects; 1,644 new films were in 
the English language, 636 in the French language 
and 79 in other languages. 


The distribution of new feature films by country 
of origin was as follows: 


United States ...........00 620 
HeranC@pacccscccsrecccareses 204 
Great Britain ... re er der tons CnONS 
BY LE ES NC RS sees on sp EE RE T S 76 
Other countries 28 

Total 55.22 1,034 


Of these new feature films, 661 were produced 
in black and white and 373 in colour; 712 were 
produced using 35 mm film and 322 were produced 
using 16 mm film, 


TABLE 14. Principal Statistics of Film Exchanges in Canada, for Selected Years 


Number 
of 
exchange 
offices 


Number 
of 
com- 
panies 


Average number 
of employees! 


Year 


69 415 347 

88 420 490 

91 505 449 
118 623 596 
118 564 572 
129 582 618 
124 584 648 
136 669 755 
153 696 754 
150 665 705 


Salaries 


and wages! Receipts 
ale Female | Film rentals Sd Ne ey ae 
$ $ g g $ 

832, 400 434,281 | 12,368,446 373, 349 6,157 
1,189, 821 654, 376 | 16,516,073 346, 636 95,765 
1,440,177 668, 997 | 18,652, 892 370, 250 124, 433 
1,797,045 866, 059 | 21,591,712 443,645 213,100 
1,956, 088 940, 534 | 26, 800, 789 487, 392 409,699 
2,066, 494 | 1, 062, 033 | 32,911, 042 567, 144 501, 413 
2,332,606 | 1,208, 070 | 34, 436, 609 533, 977 475, 707 
2,568,670 | 1,598,272 | 35,773, 251 444,011 450, 350 
2,812,335 | 1,558,498 | 35, 498, 588 480, 554 292,877 
2, 945, 742 | 1,534,048 | 33, 940, 957 446,504 | 2, 084, 481 


1. Including working proprietors of unincorporated firms receiving a regular salary. 


2. Not available. 


TABLE 15. Number of Films Rented and Rental Receipts by Use and Size of Film, 1956 


Theatrical use 
Size of film 


Television use 


Other 


non-theatrical use Total — All uses 


10,562 | 29,240, 600 


Perr e errr err errr irre irri rss 


5,812 | 27,185, 678 
2,054, 922 


35 mm. filins 
16 mm. films 


CELCELELECEEEECEEE EE 


eee eee eeerereserere 


11,281 


11,281 


Receipts Receipts 


$ 


Receipts 


$ 
4,550,178 


150,179 | 24,021 | 33, 940, 957 


5,812 | 27, 185, 678 


150,179] 18,209] 6,755,279 


.4, 550, 178 
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TABLE 16. Type, Size and Language of New Films Released, for Theatrical Booking, 1956 


English French Other 
language language languages 


Type and size of film 


Total, All Types: 


Features: 
UG: NM: cc. ccesccesasdaccecccessnccctuccutareates de esse D one 
De IRIN PR EE LE nr TP DT Dh x 


Short Subjects: 
Cartoons: 


Other: 


Oy LIN 1 PR RE AR eee ne ene er ee 


Total all 
languages 


PART VI - NATIONAL FILM BOARD ACTIVITIES 


Production 


The National Film Board in its role as govern- 
ment film agency produces and distributes films for 
theatrical, non-theatrical and television distribution. 
In addition to original films created for these pur- 
poses the Board also produces news stories, news- 
clips, trailers, short television stories, filmstrips 
and still photographs. 


Total production for the year ending March 31, 
1957, declined slightly from the preceding year 
because of a temporary disruption of facilities 
occasioned by the transfer of the Board’s operational 
headquarters from Ottawa to Montreal. During the 
year the Board produced 34 original films for 
theatrical and non-theatrical distribution and 58 
original films for television. There were 53 language 
versions and revisions of existing films, making a 
total of 145 films. Also produced were 43 news 
stories, 32 newsclips, 5 short television stories 
and one trailer. 


In English, original productions totalled 62 
and versions and revisions numbered 11. Thirty 
films were created originally in French and an 
additional 25 were versioned or fevised in that 
language. Seventeen films were versioned into 
languages other than English or French. Twenty- 
five films were commissioned by sponsoring Govern- 
ment Departments or agencies. Films produced for 
the National Film Board under contract with com- 
mercial film companies totalled 35, including 7 
originals and 28 versions and revisions. 


Distribution 


The Canadian non-theatrical audience during 
this fiscal year totalled 15,323,600. This figure was 


about six per cent higher than the total for the. 
previous year. Distribution was achieved through 
co-operation between the Board and many national, 
provincial and community organizations and volun- 
tary groups. More than half of the total reported 
audience was achieved through classroom use of 
Board films, school students comprised 8,279,400 
of the aggregate. As a result of non-thearial 
distribution abroad by Canadian posts, under ex- 
change agreements and through foreign agencies in 
more than 60 countries, a further reported audience — 
of 18,142,900 was reached, : 4 


Films in the Board’s theatrical series were 
booked 6,860 times by Canadian theatres, compared 
with 7,294 in the previous year. Outside Canada, 
the Board’s theatrical productions are distributed 
by contractual agreements with international and 
local distributors. At March 31, 1957, the Board 
held contracts with 55 distributors, covering the 
distribution of 516 titles. Reported theatrical À 
bookings abroad totalled 16,450, this figure excludes 
bookings by many distributors who are not required 
to furnish reports. 


There were 5,110 telecasts of Board produc- 
tions over Canadian television stations, an increase 
of almost 1,900 telecasts in comparison with the 
year before. Television bookings abroad were … 
maintained at a satisfactory level, 2,594. : 


A considerable unreported audience is reached © 
through the sale of 16 mm. prints. The Board sold 
3,331 prints of its films in Canada and 2,747 prints 
abroad. Sales of filmstrips in Canada rose from. 
9,393 the previous year to 12,023 this year. Abroad 
sales totalled 4,159 strips in 1956-57 compared to 
3,137 the year before. 
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